
BEFORE THE POWER SITING BOARD OF THE STATE OF OHIO 
 

 

Members of the Board: 

Chairman, Public Utilities Commission 
Director, Development Services Agency 
Director, Department of Health    
Director, Department of Agriculture 
Director, Environmental Protection Agency 
Director, Department of Natural Resources 
Public Member 
  

Ohio House of Representatives 
Ohio Senate 
 
 

To the Honorable Power Siting Board: 

Please review the attached Staff Report of Investigation, which has been filed in accordance with 
Ohio Power Siting Board (Board) rules. The accelerated certificate application in this case is 
subject to an automatic approval process as required by Ohio Revised Code (R.C.) 4906.03 and 
Ohio Administrative Code 4906-6. 

Staff recommends the application for automatic approval on November 29, 2019, unless suspended 
by the Board, an administrative law judge, or the chairperson or executive director of the Board 
for good cause shown. If suspended, the Board must render a decision on the application within 
90 days from the date of suspension. 

Please present any concerns you or your designee may have with this case to my office at least 
four business days prior to November 29, 2019, which is the recommended automatic approval 
date. 

Sincerely, 

 
Raymond W. Strom 
Chief of Siting, Efficiency and Renewables Division 
Rates and Analysis Department  
Public Utilities Commission of Ohio 
180 East Broad Street 
Columbus, Ohio 43215 
(614) 466-7707 
ContactOPSB@puc.state.oh.us 

In the Matter of the Construction Notice Application by 
South Field Energy, LLC for a Certificate of 
Environmental Compatibility and Public Need for the 
South Field Energy Natural Gas Pipeline 
Interconnection Reroute                                                              
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19-1778-GA-BNR 
Staff Report of Investigation 

OPSB STAFF REPORT OF INVESTIGATION 

 
 
Case Number: 19-1778-GA-BNR 
Project Name: 
 

South Field Energy Natural Gas  
Pipeline Interconnection Reroute                                                              

Project Location: Columbiana County 
Applicant: South Field Energy, LLC 
Application Filing Date: October 25, 2019 

Filing Type: Construction Notice 
Inspection Date: November 5, 2019 
Report Date: November 22, 2019 
Recommended Automatic 
Approval Date:  November 29, 2019 
Applicant’s Waiver Requests: none 
Staff Assigned: J. O’Dell and G. Zeto 

Summary of Staff Recommendations (see discussion below):  

Application:  Approval  Disapproval  Approval with Conditions 
Waiver:  Approval  Disapproval  Not Applicable 

 

Project Description and Need 
South Field Energy, LLC (Applicant or SFE) proposes to reroute approximately 1,100 feet of 
20-inch natural gas transmission line that is currently under construction. The Ohio Power Siting 
Board previously certificated SFE’s gas interconnection pipeline in Case No. 16-1166-GA-BLN. 
As originally proposed, approximately two miles of the pipeline would be co-located into a shared 
right-of-way with the Applicant’s 345 kilovolt electric transmission line. The capital costs of this 
project are estimated at $2,500,000. 

The eastern segment of the Applicant’s pipeline traverses two steep ravines. The ravines were 
formed as a result of prior coal mining activities. SFE’s original construction plan was to utilize 
horizontal directional drilling (HDD) techniques in this area. However, soil conditions have 
presented technical difficulties. Consequently, the Applicant has determined that HDD techniques 
can not be accomplished as presented in their previous filing. The SFE pipeline reroute minimizes 
potential ecological impacts along the revised corridor.  The proposed reroute is approximately 0.5 
miles in length and lies north of the eastern segment of the certificated pipeline route. No new 
landowners would be involved in the proposed reroute, although easement modifications would 
need to be obtained.  
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The application, as initially filed, indicated that the Applicant desired to retain the ability to 
complete construction of its pipeline by use of either the originally proposed HDD method or by 
this currently proposed re-route. However, based on the Applicant’s November 14 filing in this 
case, as well as discussions with the Applicant’s representative, Staff understands that the 
Applicant’s intention is to complete construction of the pipeline with the use of the proposed 
re-route, and not use the originally proposed route that traverses the ravines. Staff’s 
recommendation in this case is based upon this understanding. If the Applicant were to decide that 
it would prefer to construct along the originally proposed route, or any other route besides the re-
route proposed in this case, it would need to file an application with the Board for consideration 
of their proposal at that time. 

Nature of Impacts 

Land Use 
The project area is located in Yellow Creek Township in Columbiana County. Land use along the 
proposed reroute includes forest and a small area of former strip mined land. It should be noted 
that this segment of strip mined land does not contain ravines. Agricultural, commercial, 
residential and institutional land uses are not present.   

Cultural Resources 
The Applicant’s consultant conducted a cultural resource survey on the reroute segment to 
ascertain potential impacts to historical properties and archaeological sites. The survey determined 
that adverse impacts to historical properties and archaeological sites are not expected. 

Surface Waters   
The proposed adjustment would eliminate one pond crossing and add two new ephemeral stream 
crossings. Impacts to these ephemeral streams would be temporary and would include open cut 
installation. Additionally, a new access road would cross one of the ephemeral streams. Impacts 
would be covered under requirements of the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (USACE) Nationwide 
12 Permit. Total impacts would be below the impact thresholds requiring preconstruction 
notification to the USACE. No additional wetlands would be impacted by the proposed adjustment.  

Adherence to the conditions of the original certificate as well as implementation of the Storm 
Water Pollution Prevention Plan would minimize impacts to surface water resources that could 
occur as a result of the proposed adjustments.  

Threatened and Endangered Species 
An additional 3.8 acres of tree clearing would result from the proposed adjustment. However, 
adherence to the previous condition requiring that tree clearing only occur from October 1 through 
March 31 would avoid impacts to listed bat species. The proposed adjustment would not result in 
increased impacts to listed wildlife species. Adherence to the conditions of the original certificate 
would minimize impacts to all listed species. 

Conclusion 
Staff’s review of the application included consideration of the requirements listed in Ohio Revised 
Code Section 4906.10. Based on Staff’s review, the application meets the necessary criteria for 
granting a certificate. Staff recommends automatic approval of this application on November 29, 
2019. 
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