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Commissioner Mike Kerschner

As an elected representative of the people of Seneca County, it is my testimony that the
overwhelming attitude of the general public is not in favor of the construction of large
industrial wind turbines in our rural countryside. While there is a small fraction of people
for these projects, the majority of Seneca County residents oppose them. This is
evidenced by a petition signed containing more than 3,000 residents’ signatures, asking
the Commissioners for assistance by intervening in opposition to Republic Wind, LLC in
their attempt to seek approval for an Industrial Wind Turbine project.

There are multiple reasons we oppose this project including noise, flicker and the
destruction of our landscape. There is a real and present concern about the role Karst
will play during and after the construction of the turbines. We also share concerns with
our Park District as it relates to the negative impact on industrial wind farms would have
on our Park System. Another real concern relates to the impact the project would have
on birds and bats.

Having listed these previous concerns, | would concentrate my testimony on two distinct
areas. The first is the devaluation of real estate directly caused by these projects and
the second is the impact these projects would have on our own Seneca County Airport.

Real Estate Devaluation:

| have in my file multiple articles detailing the negative impact that wind farms have on
residential home values. They indicate that property values decrease by as much as
40% (forty percent). The average decrease in value is in the range of 20% (twenty
percent). A home within the footprint of these proposed wind farms, with a current value
of $200,000 (two-hundred thousand dollars), would have a decreased value of
$160,000 (one hundred and sixty-thousand dollars) upon completion of the projects. In
most cases the largest asset a family has is their personal residence and the direct
result of the wind farms close to their homes would be a material decrease in their net
worth. Not to mention the decreased real estate tax to the county as a result of lower
home values. It is wrong to stand by and allow this to happen to the citizens within the
footprint of the proposed projects.

Impact on the County Airport:

We have been advised by the FAA & ODOT that a number of the turbines would disrupt
air travel in Seneca County. This could impact the Seneca County Airport as well as the
Fostoria Municipal Airport. The operator of our Seneca County Airport has voiced his
opposition along with flight pattern and Life Flight concerns. A complete set of
documents regarding these issues are available for your review upon your request.

For these reasons we are opposed to any large-scale wind turbine projects in Seneca
County.
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