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“Upon arriving at church, 
the lay reader was in tears. 
Her granddaughter had just 
called her moments earlier 
to say that two of her closest 
friends were killed in Dayton. 
These two friends were to be 
bridesmaids in her wedding 
scheduled for 2020.”

Bartel began his one-page 
message with the two words 
that have become the rallying 
cry since the Aug. 4 mass 
shooting: “Do something.”

In the month after 10 
people died, including 
the shooter, and 27 were 
wounded in downtown 
Dayton’s Oregon District, 
more than 3,600 people 
poured out their hearts to the 
leader of their state through 
calls, letters and emails. 
Many of those contacts came 
from people with personal 
connections to the shooting, 
ranging from a teacher who 
taught students in the area 
to a priest from Dayton to a 
doctor at the hospital where 
victims were treated. One 
envelope arrived covered 
with splatters and the mes-
sage “Their Blood is On Your 
Hands.”

Angela Ruffalo of 
Dayton summed up the 

sentiment of many about the 
tragedy in her hometown: “A 
young man killed 9 people 
& injured over 20 people in 
LESS THAN 30 SECONDS!! 
30 Seconds!!! If that does not 
shock & scare you, I don’t 
know what will. How many 
more innocent people need 
to die before you take any 
kind of action to protect us?”

Of the 3,098 emails 
received, 2,595 encouraged 
new gun restrictions, while 
503 were what the governor’s 
office categorized as “pro-
Second Amendment.”

“Do not dare infringe on 
our constitution,” warned 
one writer in the latter 
category. “President Trump 
and you will lose election if 
anything is passed.”

Another said, “When will 
all of you get it? It’s not 
about the guns. The guns 
don’t go out and kill people. 
People kill people.”

The governor doesn’t read 
these notes, but top policy 
and constituent affairs staff 
members do, said DeWine 
spokesman Dan Tierney. 
The notes were obtained by 

The Dispatch after a public-
records request.

 Two days after the Dayton 
killings, DeWine outlined a 
17-point plan he already had 
been developing; its pro-
posals include an increase 
in mental health aid, back-
ground checks and a “red 
flag” law that would allow 
authorities to confiscate 
guns from people if a hearing 
determines they are a danger 
to themselves or others.

 
Here are excerpts from 

what other Ohioans told their 
governor:

Barbara Fronczak, North 
Ridgeville

I worry about my grand-
children in school, my 
children at work, friends 
and family just going about 
their daily lives. I urge you to 
work for background checks 
for anyone anywhere wish-
ing to purchase a gun. I also 
urge you to work to eliminate 
the ability for any citizen to 
purchase or own any type of 
assault weapon. Why in the 
world would anyone need 
such a weapon, unless to do 
harm to another?

Teri Boyd, Frazeysburg
When will all of you get 

it? It’s not about the guns. 
The guns don’t go out and 
kill people. People kill 
people. These people will 

find another way to do their 
damage if they have made up 
their minds to do so. There is 
a major mental health issue 
and that is the problem!!

Jane Lynam, Columbus
Tell Trump to stop racist 

comments and dividing this 
nation. I haven’t heard any 
Republican say that Trump is 
wrong and needs to stop. If 
no one stands up to Trump, 
it definitely means that they 
must agree and they too are 
racist. Do something. Stand 
up. How many more people 
have to die?

Pamela Deary, Ashtabula
I hope you really do some-

thing about gun control. But 
I think this will be like all the 
other times. Everyone will 
scream about it and eventu-
ally it goes away until the 
next mass shooting. Same 
old, same old.

Mary Ann Semple, Brecksville
To be afraid to go to the 

mall or school or outside 
our homes is not what our 
founding fathers were aiming 
for when they stood for the 
right to bear arms!

James Schul, Beavercreek
Government control of 

firearms is not the solu-
tion. This is America, not 
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On Aug. 14, Sabrina Herman, gesturing, visited a makeshift 
memorial  outside Ned Peppers nightclub in the Oregon District 
entertainment neighborhood in Dayton where, on Aug. 4, a 
gunman killed nine people. Herman, 41, of Dayton, a hospital 
social worker, was with her sister, Tara Luikart of Washington 
Court House. [DAN SEWELL/THE ASSOCIATED PRESS FILE PHOTO]
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