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OHIO PARTNERS FOR AFFORDABLE ENERGY’S 
MOTION TO INTERVENE 

 
 

Ohio Partners for Affordable Energy (“OPAE”) moves to intervene in this case 

considering the application of Ohio Power Company (“Ohio Power”) for a waiver of 

Ohio Administrative Code (“O.A.C.”) Rule 4901:1-10-33(C), which requires that for 

residential bills issued outside the state of Ohio, the due date shall be no less than 

twenty-one days from the date of the postmark.  The reasons why the Public Utilities 

Commission of Ohio (“Commission”) should grant OPAE’s motion to intervene are 

set forth in the attached Memorandum in Support. 

 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
/s/Colleen L. Mooney 
Colleen L. Mooney  
Reg. No. 0015668 
Ohio Partners for Affordable Energy 
P.O. Box 12451 
Columbus, OH 43212-2451 
Telephone: (614) 488-5739 
e-mail: cmooney@opae.org 
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Under Ohio Adm. Code Rule 4901:1-10-33(C)(13), for residential bills 

issued outside the state of Ohio, the due date shall be no less than twenty-one 

days from the date of the postmark on the bill.   Ohio Power intends to move its 

bill printing and mailing functions to Indiana.  According to the application, bills 

delivered from Ohio Power’s Canton office are held up in Cleveland, apparently 

prompting the move to billing and printing bills by a third-party business partner in 

Indiana.  Ohio Power claims that under its proposed new billing process, 

customers will receive their bills one day sooner after issuance by the third-party 

in Indiana than the Ohio-mailed bills, so there is no need to adhere to the Rule’s 

minimum twenty-one-day requirement if bills sent from Indiana arrive sooner than 

bills sent from Ohio.  Therefore, Ohio Power seeks to waive the twenty-one day 

requirement for out-of-state bills, instead requiring customers to pay their out-of-

state bills fifteen days after the postmark date on the bill.   

In determining whether to permit intervention, the following criteria are to 

be considered:  the nature of the person’s interest; the extent to which that 

interest is represented by existing parties; the person’s potential contribution to a 



just and expeditious resolution of the proceeding; and, whether granting the 

intervention will unduly delay or unjustly prejudice any existing party.  OPAE 

meets all four criteria for intervention in this application. 

OPAE is an Ohio non-profit corporation with a stated purpose of advocating 

for affordable energy policies for low and moderate income Ohioans; as such, OPAE 

has a real and substantial interest in this matter, which concerns the waiver of an 

administrative rule requiring that if residential customer bills are mailed from out of 

state, the customer has twenty-one days after the postmark date on the bill to pay 

the bill.  OPAE members serve a variety of roles in the provision of programs for low-

income residential customers such as emergency bill payment assistance, targeted 

energy efficiency services, and other functions related to low-income program 

operations. 1  Many of OPAE’s members are Community Action Agencies.  Under 

the federal legislation authorizing the creation and funding of these agencies, 

originally known as the Economic Opportunity Act of 1964, Community Action 

Agencies are charged with advocating for low-income residents of their 

communities.  

Given that OPAE’s clients may be adversely affected by Ohio Power’s 

application to waive the rule for bills postmarked out-of-state, OPAE has satisfied the 

intervention standard in R.C. 4903.221.   OPAE’s primary interest in this case is to 

protect the interests of low and moderate income Ohioans whose terms for service 

will be affected by this application.  OPAE has been recognized by the Commission 

in the past as an advocate for consumers and particularly low-income consumers, all 

of whom will be affected by the outcome of this case. 
                                                 
1 A list of OPAE members can be found on the website:  www.ohiopartners.org. 



 For the above reasons, OPAE has a direct, real and substantial interest in this 

matter.  The matter will have an impact on the terms of electric service for low-

income households in Ohio Power’s service area.  The disposition of this matter may 

impair or impede the ability of OPAE to protect its interests.  No other party to the 

matter will adequately represent the interests of OPAE.  OPAE is a rare organization 

that serves as an advocate for low-income residential customers and a service 

provider to low-income residential customers.  No other party represents this group 

of interests.  OPAE’s participation in this matter will not cause undue delay, will not 

unjustly prejudice any existing party, and will contribute to the just and expeditious 

resolution of the issues raised by this matter.     

Therefore, OPAE is entitled to intervene in this application with the full powers 

and rights granted by statute and by the provisions of the Commission’s Code of 

Rules and Regulations to intervening parties. 

Respectfully submitted, 
 

  Colleen L. Mooney 
Colleen L. Mooney 
Ohio Partners for Affordable Energy 
PO Box 12451 
Columbus, OH 43212-2451 
Telephone: (614) 488-5739 
cmooney@opae.org 
(electronically subscribed) 
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 
 
 A copy of the foregoing Motion to Intervene and Memorandum in Support 

will be served electronically by the Commission’s Docketing Division on the 

parties who are electronically subscribed on this 25th day of July 2019. 

 

Colleen Mooney 

Colleen L. Mooney 

cmooney@opae.org 

(electronically subscribed) 
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