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This proceeding concerns AEP Ohio Transmission Company, Inc.’s (“AEP Ohio 

Transco” or the “Company”) application for amendment to its certificate of environmental 

compatibility and public need for the Lamping-Rouse 138 kilovolt (“kV”) Transmission Line 

Project, filed May 7, 2019 (“Application”).  On July 17, 2019, the Staff of the Ohio Power Siting 

Board (“Board”) filed its Staff Report of Investigation, recommending approval of the 

Company’s Application.  In its report, Staff notes that, “[w]hile Staff recommends that the Board 

approve the amended certificate * * *, Staff also recommends that the Board give further 

consideration to AEP Ohio Transco’s construction practices pursuant to R.C. 4906.97-4906.99.”  

Staff Report of Investigation at 4.  AEP Ohio Transco hereby respectfully responds to Staff’s 

recommendation regarding the Company’s construction practices. 

As AEP Ohio Transco explained in its Application, the Company began construction of 

this project in January 2018.  After identifying the alignment changes that are the subject of its 

Application in early 2019 and that construction of some of those alignment changes had begun, 

AEP Ohio Transco suspended construction activities on March 29, 2019.  AEP Ohio Transco 

management voluntarily disclosed the alignment changes and met with Staff on April 2, 2019 to 

discuss the issue and request guidance from Staff on the best approach to address it.  
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Since the April 2, 2019 meeting, AEP Ohio Transco has continued to work 

collaboratively and transparently with Staff to remedy the execution errors that the Company 

self-reported and which it is seeking to resolve through this proceeding.  As Staff’s report 

confirms, the alignment changes at issue do not significantly impact land uses, cultural resources, 

surface waters, or threatened and endangered species.   

AEP Ohio Transco believes that the limited alignment changes that occurred in this case 

are not indicative of the Company’s construction practices.  Given the totality of the 

circumstances, including the Company’s self-identification and disclosure of the constructed 

alignment changes, proactive coordination with Staff, and continued transparency, “further 

consideration of * * * [those] practices pursuant to R.C. 4906.97-4906.99” is not warranted in 

this case.  Since April 2019, Company management has undertaken a holistic and comprehensive 

review of its project development, siting, and construction practices and has implemented 

additional process improvements and controls designed to ensure that future alignment changes 

are minimized to the extent practicable and are appropriately coordinated with Staff and the 

Board prior to construction when they do occur.  The Company routinely coordinates with Staff 

on all projects subject to the Board’s jurisdiction, and it looks forward to continuing to work with 

Staff to ensure that projects are executed in full compliance with the Board’s approvals. 

Respectfully submitted, 

/s/ Christen M. Blend     
Christen M. Blend (0086881) 
American Electric Power Service Corporation 
1 Riverside Plaza, 29th Floor 
Columbus, Ohio 43215 
Telephone:  (614) 716-1915 
cmblend@aep.com 

Counsel for AEP Ohio Transmission Company, Inc. 
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