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 16 
Q.1. Please state your name and home address. 17 

A.1. Walter Mast 18 

 7919 State Route 177 19 

 Camden, Ohio 45311 20 

Q.2. What is your occupational background?   21 

A.2. I worked for Procter and Gamble over 31 years.  My roles included: engineer, 22 

construction manager, plant engineer, plant operations manager, technical brand manager, 23 

project manager, and international logistics liaison.  I retired in 2004 and have been spending 24 

my retirement years restoring my home in Fairhaven. 25 

Q.3. On whose behalf are you offering testimony in this case? 26 

A.3. I am offering testimony on behalf of the Concerned Citizens of Preble County, LLC 27 

(“CCPC”), Robert Black, Marja Brandly, Campbell Brandly Farms, LLC, Michael Irwin, 28 

Kevin and Tina Jackson, Vonderhaar Family ARC, LLC, and Vonderhaar Farms Inc.  29 

Throughout my testimony, I will refer to these intervenors collectively as “CCPC.” 30 

Q.4. How long have you lived at your current residence? 31 
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A.4. I purchased the home in 1997 and have been living there since I retired in 2004. 1 

Q.5. Is your home located in Israel Township? 2 

A.5. Yes. 3 

Q.6. Please describe your residence. 4 

A.6. I live in the Bunker Hill House, formerly the Bunker Hill Tavern, at the south end of 5 

Fairhaven.  It is a brick, three story, 10,000 square foot building constructed in segments 6 

from 1834 thru 1862.  It is on the National Register of Historic Places, is an Ohio Historic 7 

Site, is both an Ohio and National Underground Railroad Historic Site, and is a certified 8 

wildlife habitat.   9 

The inn was a way station for pioneers migrating west with their Conestoga wagons, 10 

drovers herding their livestock to Cincinnati markets, a stage coach stop on the stage line 11 

between Cincinnati and Richmond, Indiana, and a stopping point for 49ers from Europe 12 

heading for the gold mines of California.  It was home to freed slaves from South Carolina 13 

who were servants at the inn, to a freed slave from Maryland who was a conductor on the 14 

Underground Railroad and played violin in the ballroom, and to five young “post boys”, 15 

precursors to the pony express riders, who delivered the mail from the stage coaches to the 16 

surrounding communities.   It was a safe house on the main route of the Underground 17 

Railroad through Western Ohio for runaway slaves, including Eliza Harris, whose plight was 18 

described in Uncle’s Tom Cabin.  It was, also, a general store from the 1860’s through the 19 

early 1900’s. 20 

A true and accurate photograph of my house is attached as Exhibit A.  It accurately 21 

depicts my house as it appears today.  22 
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Q.7. Have you reviewed any maps showing the locations at which the Angelina Solar I 1 

project (the “Project”) is proposed to be constructed? 2 

A.7. Yes. 3 

Q.8. Do you understand that part of the Project Area is in Israel Township? 4 

A.8. Yes. 5 

Q.9. How far is your residence from the closest boundary of the proposed location for the 6 

Project? 7 

A.9. The nearest solar panels would be 1 ½ miles away.  By road, the Indiana line is about 3 8 

miles away, so all of the panels are probably within a four-mile radius of my home.   9 

Q.10.  Are you a member of the Concerned Citizens of Preble County, LLC? 10 

A.10. Yes.  11 

Q.11. Do you have any concerns about the potential effects that the Project may have on 12 

you personally? 13 

A.11. Yes.  I am extremely concerned the Project will increase flooding of my home, the 14 

village of Fairhaven, and low-lying farmland from Fairhaven to the Hueston Woods lake 5 15 

miles to the south.  Half of Fairhaven, including the old inn, is in a flood plain.  The Four 16 

Mile Creek, about 100 feet west of the inn, overflows its banks every year.  Flooding occurs 17 

both during very heavy rains for short periods as well as during 3 to 7-day periods of fairly 18 

steady rain.  During heavy rains, the area floods within hours.  During the periods of steady 19 

rain, it rises continuously until cresting near the end of the rain.  The flooding is terrifying 20 

with huge full-grown trees, roots and all, rushing downstream in a mighty roar.  During my 21 

ownership, a deluge caused an almost immediate increase in water level until it was ½” 22 

below the door thresholds.  Another 1” and the whole first floor would have been inundated.  23 
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As it was, only a small 6’ diameter mud ring was left in the southwest corner of the general 1 

store.   The entire crawl space and cellar were completely filled with water.  On other 2 

occasions, the water level rises steadily and methodically.  This year so far, flood waters 3 

from prolonged rains have caused the creek to significantly overflow its banks twice.  Each 4 

time, a portion of the concrete parking area and a section of the walkway to the inn were 5 

covered with water.  There is one 9” step from the sidewalk to the inn floor.  Although the 6 

walkway very gradually slopes up to the building, the building was literally within inches of 7 

flooding twice this year.  I have read diaries stating flood waters were 10” and 20” above the 8 

floor on separate occasions.    9 

Even the highest elevation land in the northeast section of the village floods regularly.  I 10 

have seen water over the road at the inn, so both sides of the road at the south end of the 11 

village flood.  In the areas farther north, where there is higher land, the creek doesn’t cross 12 

the road but blocks the water from flowing effectively through the culverts under the road.  13 

The road, which is higher than the surrounding yards, acts as a dam and the rain fills much of 14 

eastern section of the village with water.  Often, after a storm, a portion of the northeast 15 

section of the village looks like a lake.   16 

Water flowing off of the Project would enter the Four Mile Creek both upstream and 17 

downstream of Fairhaven.  Any increase in water flow and/or time of entry into the creek 18 

prior to Fairhaven would cause increased flooding in Fairhaven, since there is no safety 19 

margin. The farmland upstream of Fairhaven must absorb every drop of water possible, or 20 

the entire village of Fairhaven is in peril.  Planting crops breaks the surface of the soil and 21 

makes it easier for water to be absorbed into the earth.  In the spring, rapidly growing farm 22 

crops require lots of water, which significantly help reduce run-off water in the most flood 23 
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prone season of the year.  I have seen the creek overflow its banks in all seasons, even in 1 

summer during deluges and in winter when strong rains onto frozen fields creates havoc.   2 

Water entering downstream of Fairhaven would have a likewise detrimental effect on 3 

low-lying farmland.  I have seen farmland flooded both upstream and downstream of 4 

Fairhaven.  For example, the farm at the northwest corner of Creek Road and State Route 177 5 

floods regularly.  There is a turn in the creek from the southern to the western direction.  6 

During flooding, all of the overflow water just continues flowing south though the farmland.  7 

The loop road surrounding Hueston Woods is five miles away and is flooded often every 8 

year by the Four Mile Creek.   9 

Q.12. In addition to your personal concerns, are you offering any other testimony on 10 

behalf of CCPC? 11 

A.12. Yes.   12 

Q.13. What is the nature of that testimony? 13 

A.13. I am offering testimony about criminal activities in the area near the proposed location 14 

for the Project that could threaten the Project’s solar panels and other equipment.  In my 15 

testimony, I will refer to the land parcels proposed for the site of the Project as the “Project 16 

Area.” 17 

Q.14. By what means did you first become familiar with crime in Israel Township? 18 

A.14. I learned shortly after purchasing the Bunker Hill House that a barn on the property just 19 

100’ south of the building had been burned to the ground by an arsonist.  In addition, I 20 

learned there was a grand theft in the building when thieves entered by breaking out a 21 

window in the back of the building.   22 
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Q.15. Have you been involved in other activities that have informed you about crime in 1 

Israel Township, and, if so, please describe those activities. 2 

A.15. There was an on-going high level of theft in Fairhaven, but we just lived with it.  Finally, 3 

when the man across the street from me was murdered in 2011, Carol Benton had had 4 

enough.  She initiated a meeting with the sheriff, township trustees, and local residents to 5 

finally begin addressing the problem.  At the sheriff’s suggestion and with his leadership, we 6 

started a Neighborhood Watch Team to create “a safe and secure township.”  Carol Benton, 7 

Barry Jerdon, and I, who all live in Fairhaven, are the current co-leaders.  Fairhaven is the 8 

focus of our efforts since that is the source of nearly all of the township crime problems.  I 9 

have been the primary liaison with county officials, including the sheriff’s department.  To 10 

assist us in our efforts, Sheriff Simpson graciously sends me a report at the end of each 11 

month reporting on all criminal activities in the township for the previous month.  I email the 12 

community monthly informing them of what types of crimes are occurring and where they 13 

are occurring.  Periodically, a township resident will post criminal activity on the site and 14 

sometimes the sheriff sends me information on criminal activity, or additional information on 15 

a specific incident.  The sheriff continuously stresses that reporting suspicious events to 16 

sheriff’s office is our best first line of defense. 17 

Q.16.  What is the most common type of crime in Israel Township? 18 

A.16. Based upon the sheriff’s reports over the past 5 years, the township has experienced 30 19 

grand thefts, 52 petty thefts, 30 property damage incidents, and 178 suspicious events.  I 20 

expect the grand theft number is probably relatively accurate since losses over $5,000 would 21 

most likely be reported.  However, experience suggests the petty theft and property damage 22 

incidents totaling less than $5,000 and the suspicious event data are drastically under-23 
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reported, perhaps by a factor of up to 10.  Even given the under-reported numbers, the total 1 

number of grand thefts, petty thefts, and property damage incidents average 2 per month and 2 

the suspicious events average 3 per month.  The criminals are opportunists. They seek out the 3 

most vulnerable: the aged, those working on a regular schedule, properties that are lightly 4 

guarded, those moving, following deaths or hospitalization, farmers busy in the fields, 5 

individuals they have been employed to help, etc.   6 

That may not seem like many incidents but we are a small community.  Here is what has 7 

happened in my neighborhood.  The person directly across the street from the inn was 8 

murdered in 2011, and his home was burned beyond repair.  It was eventually discovered that 9 

the murderer was a 21-year old living at the north end of the village.  Crime scene tape was 10 

immediately placed around the entire partially destroyed building.  Before the sheriff’s 11 

department could construct a metal fence around the crime scene, I observed the car of the 12 

murder victim was missing two days after the fire.  I naively thought the family had removed 13 

it.  When the victim’s family arrived the next weekend, they asked for my help.  The crime 14 

scene fence was in place by then, so a person from the sheriff’s department had to unlock the 15 

fence door. The sister asked me where the car had gone. It became immediately apparent that 16 

it had been stolen.  Skid marks on the street showed that it had been slid onto a flat-bed truck.  17 

I remember the family and I standing there in total disbelief.  The sister finally broke the 18 

silence by observing, “They even took his mailbox.”  A new low, even by Fairhaven 19 

standards.   20 

The lock on the crime scene security fence door was continually cut off.  I dutifully 21 

reported the incident to the sheriff’s office each time the lock was removed, and they quickly 22 

replaced it.  It became apparent that locks were no match for the criminals.  The crime scene 23 
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was obviously compromised numerous times, so the gate to the crime scene was simply left 1 

unlocked.  I lived immediately across the street and not once did I observe anyone on the 2 

property, nor did the woman who lived on the other side of the crime scene.   3 

The lady living immediately to the east of the murder site had five grand thefts over the 4 

years.  She finally had enough and moved to Camden.  While she lived in her home north of 5 

Newcombe Street, thieves entered her majestic, unoccupied brick house, circa 1820, 6 

immediately across the street from where she was living.  They kicked in the back door and 7 

stole an HVAC condensing unit, all of the copper pipe in the baseboard heating system, the 8 

copper plumbing, over $5,000 dollars of metal yard fence and other metal yard decorations.  9 

In addition, they ripped out all of the electrical circuit breakers and wiring at the electrical 10 

panel, which caused the sump pump to stop operating.  Six feet of spring water from the 11 

nearby hillside filled the cellar destroying the HVAC supply fan and ductwork, water heater, 12 

washer and dryer, refrigerator, well pump, etc.  The standing water eventually rotted off the 13 

ladder to the cellar and rotted the floor and stairs above the cellar.  As soon as she vacated the 14 

brick house she was living in, built in the 1830’s, a window was broken out and that place 15 

destroyed, too.  I bought both properties as a buffer.  I immediately removed the plywood 16 

covering the windows and doors and removed the three remaining outside condensing units.  17 

I wanted to make it readily apparent there was nothing left to steal, so hopefully no one 18 

would do any more structural damage to the once fine brick buildings.   19 

The house to the east of those houses was mysteriously destroyed by fire during the sale 20 

of the property when a dispute arose between the buyer and seller.  The two houses north of 21 

the inn have both had grand thefts within the past two years.  The person who lives northeast 22 

of the inn was beaten up in his front yard by someone across the street last summer.  Last 23 
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month, a mother several doors down the street called the sheriff’s office to report that her two 1 

sons were going to haul her car away to recycle it.  Gunshots, fights, and loud verbal disputes 2 

are not uncommon.  Those are just the incidents that have occurred at the south end of the 3 

village.  The north end of the village is equally hazardous. 4 

Many rural properties in the area have seen numerous thefts, as well.  A home west of 5 

Fairhaven was recently robbed, a barn south of Fairhaven was broken into multiple times 6 

with $7,000 of tools missing, a farmer a mile to the east lost an electric generator, and a kind 7 

soul who gave several stranded Fairhaven residents a ride had $500 stolen during the short 8 

trip.  Vehicles, lawn equipment, and metal objects of all sorts simply disappear, rapidly. 9 

Q.17. What means have the criminals in Israel Township used to gain access to properties 10 

in order to steal things? 11 

A.17. Bolt cutters quickly dispatch with locks and fencing, and windows and doors are kicked 12 

in or pried open with crow bars.  Cutting torches are utilized to cut some items into 13 

undistinguishable forms for recycling  If there is something that can be recycled inside and 14 

an opportunity presents itself, ever so briefly, things will come up missing. Everyone has a 15 

truck and the recycling center is less than 20 miles away in Indiana.  Things happen fast! 16 

Q.18. Does the prevalence of burglary and theft offenses in Israel Township give you any 17 

concern about the Project? 18 

A.18. Yes.  The solar collectors and all other metal (electric wiring, structural supports, etc.) are 19 

all located within a four-mile radius of Fairhaven.  Based upon my experience in Fairhaven 20 

and Israel Township, I am very concerned, especially if there are any hazardous chemicals in 21 

the panels that would be released in Fairhaven as the panels could be torched into sections for 22 



 

10 

recycling.  Our wells are relatively shallow, so our wells, the adjacent creek, and Hueston 1 

Woods lake could become contaminated very quickly.  2 

Q.19. Does CCPC have a concern about crime that could affect the Project and, if so, 3 

why? 4 

A.19. Yes.  Locks and fences are easily cut and security cameras and security lighting have 5 

been shot out and/or stolen.  Most Israel township residents continuously monitor the area for 6 

suspicious activities and report them to the sheriff.  Last month, there were 37 calls from the 7 

township to the sheriff’s dispatch office.  Among those calls were nine reports of suspicious 8 

events, with six of those events occurring in Fairhaven and one more within a mile of 9 

Fairhaven.   Warm weather tends to increase the criminal activity, but criminal incidents 10 

occur every single month, even in the dead of winter.  11 

Q.20. What can be done to reduce crime? 12 

A.20. All of the farmers and village residents in the township are honest, hard-working 13 

individuals; except for a few individuals in Fairhaven who are causing almost all of the 14 

trouble.  These drug-hardened criminals are beyond anything our township, and probably the 15 

county, has ever seen.  Nothing seems to impact them to alter their attitude, or more 16 

importantly, their behavior, even jail time.  The drug activity also causes people to visit from 17 

elsewhere.  Some arrive in fancy cars, some only stopping for a few minutes, people coming 18 

and going at all times of the day and night.   19 

Small villages, like Fairhaven, are unincorporated, so the laws typically in place in 20 

incorporated cities do not apply.  The sheriff called several weeks ago to share his discussion 21 

with the county prosecutor and the difficulty of finding laws in unincorporated villages to 22 

help address some of our issues.  The criminal element knows this, so it seems they seek the 23 
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sanctuary of small, isolated, unincorporated villages in the heart of farm country in which to 1 

reside. 2 

The sheriff and the sheriff’s department have always been extremely helpful, but the 3 

department is too understaffed to address the complex and continuing issues facing 4 

Fairhaven.  There are typically only two deputies on duty each shift to cover the entire 5 

county including the I-70 corridor.  The sheriff has frequently asked for additional funds to 6 

add staff to address these problems but has been denied those resources by the county 7 

commissioners.   8 

This testimony should not be construed in any way to imply the sheriff’s department has 9 

not been doing everything possible to help us.  To the contrary, the sheriff and sheriff’s office 10 

have been our steadfast ally, and I’m certain that support will continue unabated.  We are 11 

deeply grateful for their on-going support! Two of the township trustees are also actively 12 

involved in helping Fairhaven. The sheriff’s department, trustees, and township residents are 13 

working hard to solve the Fairhaven problem but we are simply overwhelmed given the 14 

magnitude of the task. Blame us all if you want for not solving the issues, but we are honestly 15 

all doing our best given our resources.  We simply need more help. 16 

Q.21.  Do you have a concern about decommissioning the Project that is informed by your 17 

experiences in Neighborhood Watch? 18 

A.21.  Yes.  I am concerned that, if inadequate funds are available by the applicant for 19 

decommissioning the solar panels upon the end of their useful lives, they will be abandoned 20 

in the Project Area.  This community already has a serious problem with abandoned 21 

structures that are unsightly and that threaten the community’s safety.  In addition, I have a 22 

concern that, even if funds are available for decommissioning, the landowners may not allow 23 
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the solar equipment to be removed.  These concerns are based on my experiences in 1 

Neighborhood Watch, as described below.  2 

As stated earlier, the mission of the Neighborhood Watch Team has been to “improve the 3 

safety and security of the township”.  We see children playing in and around abandoned 4 

buildings, some of which are near collapse.  When state funds became available several years 5 

ago to remove the dilatated structures for “free”, we optimistically saw that as an opportunity 6 

to make a dramatic impact on our community.  We were sadly mistaken! 7 

Roughly a quarter of the homes in Fairhaven are vacant and beyond repair and/or filled 8 

with mold from the frequent flooding.  Even when we had access to “free” state funds to 9 

remove these structures, we were only able to site clear one building and that took a massive 10 

amount of work by Neighborhood Watch co-leader Barry Jerdon.  For the remaining derelict 11 

buildings, we could not get the homeowners to simply sign the document permitting site 12 

clearance FOR FREE.  I personally met with the county treasurer to discuss why some 13 

properties with unpaid taxes for up to a decade are not addressed.  She rightly stated her 14 

fiduciary duty is to maximize income for the county.  Selling these derelict properties doesn’t 15 

create income; in fact, it costs the county money and resources.  One property she was able to 16 

sell in Fairhaven went for $1 in a sheriff’s auction.  The sheriff’s auction process eliminates 17 

the need to pay the back taxes, so the county lost the possibility of ever receiving that money.  18 

The purchaser of the property, a local farmer, bought it to prevent access to his adjacent 19 

property for criminal purposes. The $1 purchase really cost the farmer thousands of dollars 20 

since he had to pay the county and lawyers for legal documents and had the cost of site 21 

clearance and landfill fees.   22 
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I also spoke with the Prosecutor and others in the Prosecutors office.  Even when the 1 

treasurer requests the Prosecutor address these properties, it takes a major effort by the 2 

Prosecutors office to force the properties to a sheriff’s sale.  The legal paperwork is daunting 3 

and extremely time consuming, And for what, a dollar.  Understandably, the Prosecutor, like 4 

the Treasurer, is doing what is best for the county by prioritizing their efforts elsewhere.  I 5 

spoke at a Commissioner’s meeting to share our plight, and asked for their perspective.  6 

Israel Township Trustee, Donald White, and I are currently working with the County Health 7 

Department in yet another attempt to improve our community.  There are simply no good 8 

answers on how to site clear abandoned properties, period!   9 

And so, they remain, some vacant for over 50 years, others with taxes not paid for nearly 10 

a decade.  These sad properties create safety, health, and security issues for our community, 11 

lower our property values, and are a constant reminder of what was once a vibrant, historic 12 

village.  A trustee and I are now working with the health department to solicit their 13 

assistance.  The fight goes on, but it has been going on for years with no results.  14 

I fear the Solar Project will create a similar issue at the end of their useful life.  I frankly 15 

doubt sufficient “decommissioning” funds will be available at the end of the panel life of 16 

“35-40 years”.  Even if the funds are available, unless the owner signs, nothing happens.  We 17 

know this first hand in Fairhaven. 18 

Q.22. Does this conclude your direct testimony? 19 

A.22. Yes. 20 

  21 
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 1 
 2 

The Ohio Power Siting Board’s e-filing system will electronically serve notice of the 3 

filing of this document on the parties referenced in the service list of the docket card who have 4 

electronically subscribed to this case.  In addition, I hereby certify that, on May 10, 2019, a copy 5 

of the foregoing document also is being served by electronic mail on the following:  Michael 6 

Settineri at mjsettineri@vorys.com, MacDonald Taylor at mwtaylor@vorys.com, Kathryn West 7 

at kwest@prebco.org, Dylan Borchers at dborchers@bricker.com, and Chad Endsley at 8 

cendsley@ofbf.org. 9 

 10 
/s/ Jack A. Van Kley______ 11 

Jack A. Van Kley 12 
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