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human environment as defined in the National Environmental Policy Act (42 U.S.C. 4332(2)
(c)). For projects other than major construction activities, the Service suggests that a biological
evaluation similar to a Biological Assessment be prepared to determine whether the project may
affect listed or proposed species and/or designated or proposed critical habitat. Recommended
contents of a Biological Assessment are described at 50 CFR 402.12.

If a Federal agency determines, based on the Biological Assessment or biological evaluation, that
listed species and/or designated critical habitat may be affected by the proposed project, the
agency is required to consult with the Service pursuant to 50 CFR 402. In addition, the Service
recommends that candidate species, proposed species and proposed critical habitat be addressed
within the consultation. More information on the regulations and procedures for section 7
consultation, including the role of permit or license applicants, can be found in the "Endangered
Species Consultation Handbook" at:

http://www.fws.gov/endangered/esa-library/pdf/TOC-GLOS.PDF

Migratory Birds: In addition to responsibilities to protect threatened and endangered species
under the Endangered Species Act (ESA), there are additional responsibilities under the
Migratory Bird Treaty Act (MBTA) and the Bald and Golden Eagle Protection Act (BGEPA) to
protect native birds from project-related impacts. Any activity, intentional or unintentional,
resulting in take of migratory birds, including eagles, is prohibited unless otherwise permitted by
the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (50 C.F.R. Sec. 10.12 and 16 U.S.C. Sec. 668(a)). For more
information regarding these Acts see
http://www.fws.gov/migratorybirds/RegulationsandPolicies.html.

The MBTA has no provision for allowing take of migratory birds that may be unintentionally
killed or injured by otherwise lawful activities. It is the responsibility of the project proponent to
comply with these Acts by identifying potential impacts to migratory birds and eagles within
applicable NEPA documents (when there is a federal nexus) or a Bird/Eagle Conservation Plan
(when there is no federal nexus). Proponents should implement conservation measures to avoid
or minimize the production of project-related stressors or minimize the exposure of birds and
their resources to the project-related stressors. For more information on avian stressors and
recommended conservation measures see
http://www.fws.gov/migratorybirds/CurrentBirdIssues/Hazards/BirdHazards.html.

In addition to MBTA and BGEPA, Executive Order 13186: Responsibilities of Federal Agencies
, obligates all Federal agencies that engage in or authorize activitiesto Protect Migratory Birds

that might affect migratory birds, to minimize those effects and encourage conservation
measures that will improve bird populations. Executive Order 13186 provides for the protection
of both migratory birds and migratory bird habitat. For information regarding the implementation
of Executive Order 13186, please visit http://www.fws.gov/migratorybirds/AboutUS.html.

We appreciate your concern for threatened and endangered species. The Service encourages
Federal agencies to include conservation of threatened and endangered species into their project
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planning to further the purposes of the Act. Please include the Consultation Code in the header of
this letter with any request for consultation or correspondence about your project that you submit
to our office.

Attachment(s):

Official Species List
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Official Species List
This list is provided pursuant to Section 7 of the Endangered Species Act, and fulfills the
requirement for Federal agencies to "request of the Secretary of the Interior information whether
any species which is listed or proposed to be listed may be present in the area of a proposed
action".

This species list is provided by:

Ohio Ecological Services Field Office
4625 Morse Road, Suite 104
Columbus, OH 43230-8355
(614) 416-8993
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Project Summary

Consultation Code: 03E15000-2017-SLI-1669

Event Code: 03E15000-2017-E-01558

Project Name: PIR 2452

Project Type: OIL OR GAS

Project Description: Pipeline Infrastructure Replacement Lakewood & Hommon

Project Location:
Approximate location of the project can be viewed in Google Maps:
https://www.google.com/maps/place/41.14827423371452N81.28535715943573W

Counties: Portage, OH
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Endangered Species Act Species

There is a total of 4 threatened, endangered, or candidate species on this species list. Species on
this list should be considered in an effects analysis for your project and could include species
that exist in another geographic area. For example, certain fish may appear on the species list
because a project could affect downstream species. Note that 1 of these species should be
considered only under certain conditions. See the "Critical habitats" section below for those
critical habitats that lie wholly or partially within your project area under this office's
jurisdiction. Please contact the designated FWS office if you have questions.

Mammals

NAME STATUS

Indiana Bat Myotis sodalis
There is a  designated for this species. Your location is outside the designatedfinal critical habitat

critical habitat.

Species profile: https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/5949

Endangered

Northern Long-eared Bat Myotis septentrionalis
No critical habitat has been designated for this species.

This species only needs to be considered under the following conditions:

Incidental take of the northern long-eared bat is not prohibited at this location. Federal action

agencies may conclude consultation using the streamlined process described at

https://www.fws.gov/midwest/endangered/mammals/nleb/s7.html

Species profile: https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/9045

Threatened

Insects

NAME STATUS

Mitchell's Satyr Butterfly Neonympha mitchellii mitchellii
No critical habitat has been designated for this species.

Species profile: https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/8062

Endangered

Flowering Plants

NAME STATUS

Northern Wild Monkshood Aconitum noveboracense
No critical habitat has been designated for this species.

Species profile: https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/1450

Threatened

Critical habitats

There are no critical habitats within your project area under this office's jurisdiction.



From: Gregory K Eastridge

To: Ohio, FW3

Subject: Protected Species Coordination: PIR 2452- Lakewood and Hommon

Date: Tuesday, September 18, 2018 9:24:29 AM

Attachments: image001.jpg

Good morning,

The East Ohio Gas Company, d/b/a Dominion Energy Ohio (DEO), is proposing to
install approximately 4,525 feet of replacement natural gas pipeline under the
Pipeline Infrastructure Replacement (PIR) Program. The PIR 2452 – Lakewood and
Hommon project is located in Ravenna Township, Portage County. 

This projects lies in the Ohio Land Subdivision Township of Ravenna Township.  The
latitude and longitude coordinates for PIR 2452 – Lakewood and Hommon are as
follows:

Southwest extent:  41.146174, -81.293700
Extends Northeast to:  41.150245, -81.278216

The project will avoid nearly all onsite wetland areas and will avoid impacts to
Breakneck Creek.  A small, 0.03 acre, emergent wetland will be disturbed by
construction activities.  Construction is currently anticipated to start in January 2019.

Please provide a response indicating any adverse effect to protected species. 

Thank you,

Greg
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CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: This electronic message contains information which may
be legally confidential and or privileged and does not in any case represent a firm ENERGY
COMMODITY bid or offer relating thereto which binds the sender without an additional
express written confirmation to that effect. The information is intended solely for the
individual or entity named above and access by anyone else is unauthorized. If you are not the
intended recipient, any disclosure, copying, distribution, or use of the contents of this
information is prohibited and may be unlawful. If you have received this electronic
transmission in error, please reply immediately to the sender that you have received the
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message in error, and delete it. Thank you.
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TAILS# 03E15000-2019-TA-0113 

Dear Mr. Eastridge,                                                         

We have received your recent correspondence requesting information about the subject 
proposal.  There are no federal wilderness areas, wildlife refuges or designated critical habitat 
within the vicinity of the project area.  The following comments and recommendations will assist 
you in fulfilling the requirements for consultation under section 7 of the Endangered Species Act 
of 1973, as amended (ESA).  

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (Service) recommends that proposed developments avoid and 
minimize water quality impacts and impacts to high quality fish and wildlife habitat (e.g., forests, 
streams, wetlands).  Additionally, natural buffers around streams and wetlands should be 
preserved to enhance beneficial functions.  If streams or wetlands will be impacted, the Corps of 
Engineers should be contacted to determine whether a Clean Water Act section 404 permit is 
required.  Best management practices should be used to minimize erosion, especially on 
slopes.  All disturbed areas should be mulched and revegetated with native plant 
species.  Prevention of non-native, invasive plant establishment is critical in maintaining high 
quality habitats.  

FEDERALLY LISTED SPECIES COMMENTS: All projects in the State of Ohio lie within the 
range of the federally endangered Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis) and the federally threatened 
northern long-eared bat (Myotis septentrionalis).  In Ohio, presence of the Indiana bat and 
northern long-eared bat is assumed wherever suitable habitat occurs unless a presence/absence 
survey has been performed to document absence.  Suitable summer habitat for Indiana bats and 
northern long-eared bats consists of a wide variety of forested/wooded habitats where they roost, 
forage, and travel and may also include some adjacent and interspersed non-forested habitats 
such as emergent wetlands and adjacent edges of agricultural fields, old fields and pastures.  This 
36-4=./; 079/;<; +6. ?77.47<; -76<+36361 87</6<3+4 977;<; "3$/$# 43>/ <9//; +6.%79 ;6+1; A' 36-2/; 

diameter at breast height (dbh) that have any exfoliating bark, cracks, crevices, hollows and/or 
cavities), as well as linear features such as fencerows, riparian forests, and other wooded 
corridors.  These wooded areas may be dense or loose aggregates of trees with variable amounts 
of canopy closure.  Individual trees may be considered suitable habitat when they exhibit the 
characteristics of a potential roost tree and are located within 1,000 feet (305 meters) of other 
forested/wooded habitat.  Northern long-eared bats have also been observed roosting in human-
made structures, such as buildings, barns, bridges, and bat houses; therefore, these structures 
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should also be considered potential summer habitat.  In the winter, Indiana bats and northern 
long-eared bats hibernate in caves and abandoned mines. 

*27=4. <2/ 89787;/. ;3</ -76<+36 <9//; A' 36-2/; .,2# ?/ 9/-755/6. <2+< <9//; ,/ ;+>/. 

wherever possible.  If any caves or abandoned mines may be disturbed, further coordination with 
this office is requested to determine if fall or spring portal surveys are warranted.  If no caves or 
+,+6.76/. 536/; +9/ 89/;/6< +6. <9//; A' 36-2/; .,2 -+667< ,/ +>73./.# ?/ 9/-755/6. <2+< 

9/57>+4 70 +6@ <9//; A' 36-2/; .,2 764@ 7--=9 ,/<?//6 )-<7,/9 & +6. (+9-2 '&$  */+;76+4 

clearing is being recommended to avoid adverse effects to Indiana bats and northern long-eared 
bats.  While incidental take of northern long-eared bats from most tree clearing is exempted by a 
4(d) rule (see http://www.fws.gov/midwest/endangered/mammals/nleb/index.html), incidental 
take of Indiana bats is still prohibited without a project-specific exemption.  Thus, seasonal 
clearing is recommended where Indiana bats are assumed present.   

If implementation of this seasonal tree cutting recommendation is not possible, summer surveys 
may be conducted to document the presence or probable absence of Indiana bats within the 
project area during the summer.  If a summer survey documents probable absence of Indiana 
bats, the 4(d) rule for the northern long-eared bat could be applied.  Surveys must be conducted 
by an approved surveyor and be designed and conducted in coordination with the Endangered 
Species Coordinator for this office.  Surveyors must have a valid federal permit.  Please note that 
summer surveys may only be conducted between June 1 and August 15. 

If there is a federal nexus for the project (e.g., federal funding provided, federal permits required 
to construct), no tree clearing should occur on any portion of the project area until consultation 
under section 7 of the ESA, between the Service and the federal action agency, is 
completed.  We recommend that the federal action agency submit a determination of effects to 
this office, relative to the Indiana bat and northern long-eared bat, for our review and 
concurrence.  

Due to the project type, size, and location, we do not anticipate adverse effects to any other 
federally endangered, threatened, proposed, or candidate species.  Should the project design 
change, or during the term of this action, additional information on listed or proposed species or 
their critical habitat become available, or if new information reveals effects of the action that 
were not previously considered, consultation with the Service should be initiated to assess any 
potential impacts. 

These comments have been prepared under the authority of the Fish and Wildlife Coordination 
Act (48 Stat. 401, as amended; 16 U.S.C. 661 et seq.), the ESA, and are consistent with the intent 
of the National Environmental Policy Act of 1969 and the Service's Mitigation Policy.  This 
letter provides technical assistance only and does not serve as a completed section 7 consultation 
document.  We recommend that the project be coordinated with the Ohio Department of Natural 
Resources due to the potential for the project to affect state listed species and/or state 
lands.  Contact John Kessler, Environmental Services Administrator, at (614) 265-6621 or at 
john.kessler@dnr.state.oh.us.              



If you have questions, or if we can be of further assistance in this matter, please contact our 
office at (614) 416-8993 or ohio@fws.gov.                                

Sincerely, 

Scott Pruitt 
Acting Field Office Supervisor 

cc:  Nathan Reardon, ODNR-DOW 
       Kate Parsons, ODNR-DOW 

CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: This electronic message contains information which may be 
legally confidential and or privileged and does not in any case represent a firm ENERGY 
COMMODITY bid or offer relating thereto which binds the sender without an additional express 
written confirmation to that effect. The information is intended solely for the individual or entity 
named above and access by anyone else is unauthorized. If you are not the intended recipient, 
any disclosure, copying, distribution, or use of the contents of this information is prohibited and 
may be unlawful. If you have received this electronic transmission in error, please reply 
immediately to the sender that you have received the message in error, and delete it. Thank you. 
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FIELD SUMMARY REPORT 



January 13, 2017 

Ms. Wendy Fee 
Gas Project Manager 
The East Ohio Gas Company 
320 Springside Drive, Suite 320 
Akron, Ohio 44333 

Dear Ms. Fee: 

Subject: Task 1 Letter Report 
Pipeline Infrastructure Replacement (PIR)  
PIR 2452 – Lakewood & Hommon 
Ravenna Township, Portage County, Ohio 
CEC Project 163-193 

Civil & Environmental Consultants, Inc. (CEC) completed the initial environmental field activities 

for PIR 2452 on August 24 & 25, 2016.  This Project is being implemented under the East Ohio 

Gas’s (EOG) Pipeline Infrastructure Replacement (PIR) Program, a multi-year, proactive program 

to repair and maintain EOG’s distribution and transmission pipelines in Ohio.  The purpose of 

PIR 2452 is to replace the existing high pressure steel nature gas pipeline with 12-inch diameter 

high pressure steel pipeline.  The proposed replacement pipeline length is approximately 

4,429 linear feet (0.84 mile) and will be located within a proposed 60-foot wide right-of-way 

(ROW).  The Project area totals approximately 7.9 acres.  The extent of the Project is shown on 

Attachment A – Figure 1.  This letter report of findings was prepared to satisfy the reporting 

requirements outlined on Page 3 of the Dominion Scope of Work for the Environmental Blanket 

Support Contract.  CEC’s services were completed in accordance with the Dominion Master 

Services Agreement, Contract 46057333, dated March 29, 2014, and Dominion Purchase Order 

70273386, dated April 9, 2014. 

1.0 FINDINGS 

1.1 Wetland and Waterbody Delineation 

Six (6) wetlands and one (1) interpreted perennial stream (Breakneck Creek) were identified and 

delineated within the proposed 60-foot wide project study corridor, dated July 26, 2016.  In 

addition, one (1) wetland (Wetland 7) was also identified along a potential reroute located adjacent 

to Lakewood and Hommon Roads.  Tables 1 through 3 contain information on each of the 

interpreted jurisdictional features that were identified and delineated in the Project area. Results of 

the delineation are provided in Attachment A – Figures 2 through 6.  Representative photographs 

taken by CEC are provided in Attachment B.
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TABLE 3. STREAMS IDENTIFIED WITHIN THE PROPOSED  
60-FOOT WIDE PROJECT STUDY CORRIDOR, DATED JULY 26, 2016 

USGS 
Stream 
Name1

Interpreted 
Stream Flow 
Classification 

QHEI 
Score2

Ohio EPA 
Use 

Designation3

Approximate 
OHWM 
Width4,5

(feet) 

Approximate 
Stream Length 
Within Project 

Area (feet) 

Crossed by 
Pipeline 

Centerline6

Breakneck 
Creek 

Perennial 62 WWH 80 80 
Avoided Via 

HDD 

1 United States Geological Survey (USGS)
2 Qualitative Habitat Evaluation Index (QHEI) 
3 Warmwater Habitat (WWH) 
4 Ordinary High Water Mark (OHWM) 
5 OHWM varies significantly within the stream reach. 
6 Horizontal Directional Drill (HDD) 

The Project area is located entirely within the regulatory boundaries of the U.S. Army Corps of 

Engineers (USACE) Buffalo District.  CEC anticipates wetland impacts associated with the Project 

will be authorized by the USACE Nationwide Permit #12 (Maintenance).  In addition, an 

Ohio EPA Section 401 Water Quality Certification (WQC) may potentially be required, depending 

upon the final alignment that is selected for construction.  

1.2 Rare, Threatened and Endangered Species Literature Review and Habitat Assessment 

CEC conducted a review of the 2016 Categorical Agreement between the East Ohio Gas Company, 

Dominion Transmission, Inc., and the Columbus Ohio Ecological Services Field Office of the U.S. 

Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS).  The Agreement with the USFWS does not appear to apply to 

the Project.  Although the proposed pipeline replacement project appears to meet the definition of 

“replacement,” as defined in the Agreement; and Breakneck Creek is proposed to be avoided 

through the use of Horizontal Directional Drill (HDD), several habitat conditions that are noted in 

the Agreement are not met.  These conditions include the following: 

" No impacts to wetlands; 

" The Project area is located in Ravenna Township, a township with documented records of 
the bald eagle nests, according to the Agreement; and, 

" The project may potentially impact branches with suitable roosting characteristics, or 
remove trees >3 inches dbh that are located within 1,000 feet of other forested/wooded 
habitat.   
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Based on this information, coordination with the Columbus Ohio Ecological Services Field Office 

of the USFWS is required if not handled by the USACE and coordination with the Ohio 

Department of Natural Resources (ODNR) is recommended. 

According to the USFWS Agreement, the Project is within the range of the Indiana bat (Myotis 

sodalis, Federally listed Endangered), the northern long-eared bat (Myotis septentrionalis, 

Federally listed Threatened), the northern wild monkshood (Aconitum noveboracense, Federally 

listed Threatened), and the bald eagle (Haliaeetus leucocephalus, Bald and Golden Eagle 

Protection Act).  This Project is located within a known County and Township (Portage County, 

Ravenna Township, OH) with known bald eagle nests.  The information that was collected from 

the literature review was used to facilitate the habitat surveys that were completed on August 24 

and 25, 2016.  The CEC field survey did not identify potential Indiana bat roost trees (PRT) within 

the proposed 60-foot wide ROW.  No human structures, including houses, barns, pavilions, sheds 

and cabins will be impacted as part of the Project.  Additionally, suitable habitat for the northern 

monkshood was not identified within the Project area nor was there bald eagle nests observed in 

the vicinity of the Project area. 

1.3 Cultural Resources 

The Ohio State Historic Preservation Office (SHPO) online mapping utility review and the CEC 

field reconnaissance that was completed did not reveal known historic properties within or adjacent 

to the Project area.  The CEC field reconnaissance didn’t reveal potentially historic structures 

within the vicinity of the Project area. 

Based on the extent of ground disturbance, as evidenced by the proposed replacement and 

abandoned pipelines being located or proposed to be located within existing utility or road ROW, 

and no aboveground facilities are proposed, CEC does not anticipate adverse effects to prehistoric 

or historic cultural resources as a result of the Project. 

2.0 REGULATORY CONSIDERATIONS 

Based on the results of the desktop analysis, the subsequent field survey, and a review of the project 

design, the environmental permitting requirements for the Project are summarized below in Table 

3. 
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GIS SHAPEFILES 



The GIS shapefiles were transmitted electronically by email.
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