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ENTRY 

Entered in the Journal on March 26, 2019 

{¶ 1} On January 28, 2019, Norfolk Southern Railway Company (Norfolk) and CSX 

Transportation, Inc. (CSX)  (jointly referred to as Railroads) filed a joint petition to close the 

Franklin Street grade crossings (DOT Nos. 481482D and 518257V), located in Orange 

Township, Delaware County, Ohio.  The Railroads state that Franklin Street is intersected 

by Norfolk’s Lake Division double main line and CSX’s Great Lakes Division Columbus 

single main line.   

{¶ 2} In their petition, the Railroads assert that closure of the Franklin Street 

crossings will not cause unreasonable inconvenience.  The Railroads aver that all vehicular 

traffic can be diverted from the Franklin Street crossings to the nearest adjacent roads and 

other nearby crossings without causing significant adverse impact to traffic patterns, 

emergency vehicle operations, or commercial enterprises in the area.  The Railroads state 

that Franklin Street is a two-lane road which maintains a low volume of vehicular traffic 

with an estimated, average traffic count of 64 vehicles per day and the estimated train count 

is 38 trains on Norfolk’s tracks and four trains on CSX’s tracks.  The Railroads also note that 

the typical train speed over the Franklin Street crossings is 40 to 60 miles per hour. 

{¶ 3} According to the Railroads, there are three at-grade, alternative crossings 

available if the Franklin Street crossings are closed: Lewis Center Road (DOT No. 481483K), 

Shanahan Road (DOT Nos. 481485Y and 518260D), and East Orange Road (DOT No. 

481481W).  The Railroads indicate that the Lewis Center Road crossings are less than a tenth 

of a mile from the Franklin Street Crossings, the Shanahan Road crossings are one mile north 
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of the Franklin Street crossings, and the East Orange Road crossings are approximately 1.65 

linear miles south of the Franklin Street crossings.  The Lewis Center Road crossings have a 

daily average vehicle count of 10,295 vehicles.  The Shanahan Road crossings have a daily 

average vehicle count of 1,034 vehicles.  Lastly, the East Orange Road crossing has a daily 

average vehicle count of 13,711 vehicles.  All three of the alternative crossings cross the 

roadways at an angle between 60 and 90 degrees, and the crossings are protected by 

crossbucks, flashing lights, and gates.  The Railroads state that the alternative crossings do 

not have permanent obstructions affecting sight distance. 

{¶ 4} The Railroads add that the closure of the Franklin Street crossings will not 

significantly impact the operations of local fire departments and EMS service because the 

nearest available alternate crossing, Lewis Center Road, is less than one tenth of a mile away.  

In sum, the Railroads argue that there is no demonstrable need for the Franklin Street 

crossings to exist. 

{¶ 5} Petitions for closure of railroad grade crossings are governed by R.C. 4907.474 

and 4907.475.  Pursuant to these sections, in order to grant a petition to close a grade 

crossing, the Commission must find that there is no demonstrable need for the crossing to 

exist. 

{¶ 6} To assist the Commission in making that determination, Delaware County, 

and any other interested person is invited to file comments in response to Norfolk and CSX’s 

petition.  Comments should be filed in this docket by April 24, 2019. 

{¶ 7} R.C. 4907.474 and 4907.475 also provide that a public hearing on a petition to 

close a grade crossing shall be held, and that notice of the public hearing shall be provided 

through publication once a week for three consecutive weeks prior to hearing in a 

newspaper of general circulation in the county.  The attorney examiner will schedule the 

local public hearing in this matter by subsequent entry. 

{¶ 8}   It is, therefore, 
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{¶ 9} ORDERED, That Delaware County, and any other interested persons, may file 

comments in this matter by April 24, 2019.  It is, further, 

{¶ 10} ORDERED, That a copy of this Entry be served on the Delaware County 

Commissioners, the Orange Township Trustees, the Ohio Rail Development Commission, 

Norfolk and CSX and their respective counsel, the Delaware County Engineer, and any 

interested persons of record. 

 THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF OHIO 
   
   
 /s/Lauren L. Augostini  
 By: Lauren L. Augostini 
  Attorney Examiner 
JRJ/hac 
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