


NOTICE OF PROPOSED 
MAJOR UTILITY FACILITY 

 
approximately 300 megawatt solar powered electric generation facility to be located in Highland 

 
 
The proposed Project will be located on 3,300 acres of land in Whiteoak and Clay Townships, 
approximately 25 miles east of Cincinnati, as shown in the map below. The general purpose of 
the Project is to install arrays of ground-
known as solar panels, to generate affordable, clean and quiet renewable electricity for 
consumers in southwestern Ohio. The Project will supply wholesale power to the Stuart-Clinton 
34-
tap the Stuart-Clinton 345 kV line owned by Dayton Power & Light.  
 

application for a Certificate of Environmental Compatibility and Public Need to construct the 
Project in Case No. 18-1334-EL-BGN, which is now pending before the Board. Copies of the 
application were served upon the Highland County Board of Commissioners, Whiteoak 
Township Board of Trustees, Clay Township Board of Trustees, Highland County Planning 
Commission, Highland County Engineer, the Highland County Soil and Water Conservation 
District, the Mayor of the City of Hillsboro, and the Mayor of the Village of Sardinia. A notice 
of availability stating where a copy of the application can be located was provided to and is 

website at www.highlandsolar.net
200, Chicago, Illinois 60661 as well as at the Board at 180 East Broad Street, 11th Floor, 
Columbus, Ohio 43215, and on its website at www.opsb.ohio.gov or by calling 1-866-270-6772. 
 
The Board follows the criteria outlined in R.C 4906.10(A) for reviewing an application for a 
major utility facility: 
 

(1) The basis of the need for the facility if the facility is an electric transmission line or 
gas pipeline; 
 
(2) The nature of the probable environmental impact; 
 
(3) That the facility represents the minimum adverse environmental impact, considering 
the state of available technology and the nature and economics of the various alternatives, 
and other pertinent considerations; 
 
(4) In the case of an electric transmission line or generating facility, that the facility is 
consistent with regional plans for expansion of the electric power grid of the electric 
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systems serving this state and interconnected utility systems and that the facility will 
serve the interests of electric system economic and reliability; 
 
(5) That the facility will comply with Chapters 3704., 3734., and 6111. of the Revised 
Code and all rules and standards adopted under those chapters and under sections 
1501.33, 1501.34, and 4561.32 of the Revised Code. In determining whether the facility 
will comply with all rules and standards adopted under section 4561.32 of the Revised 
Code, the board shall consult with the office of aviation of the division of multi-modal 
planning and programs of the department of transportation under section 4561.341 of the 
Revised Code; 
 
(6) That the facility will serve the public interest, convenience, and necessity; 
 
(7) In addition to the provisions contained in divisions (A)(1) to (6) of this section and 
rules adopted under those divisions, what its impact will be on the viability as agricultural 
land of any land in an existing agricultural district established under Chapter 929. of the 
Revised Code that is located within the site and alternative site of the proposed major 
utility facility. Rules adopted to evaluate impact under division (A)(7) of this section 
shall not require the compilation, creation, submission, or production of any information, 
document, or other data pertaining to land not located within the site and alternative site;  
and 
 
(8) That the facility incorporates maximum feasible water conservation practices as 
determined by the board, considering available technology and the nature and economics 
of the various alternatives. 

 
The public will be given an opportunity to comment on the proposed Project. The public hearing 
for this proceeding shall consist of two parts: 
 

(a) A local public hearing, pursuant to R.C. 4906.08(C), where the Board shall accept 
written or oral testimony from any person, commencing on March 19, 2019, at 6:00 p.m., 
at Whiteoak High School, Student Activities Center, 44 N. High Street, Mowrystown, 
Ohio 45155; and  
 
(b) An adjudicatory hearing to comment on March 26, 2019, at 10:00 a.m., 11th floor, 
Hearing Room 11-D, at the offices of the Public Utilities Commission of Ohio, 180 East 
Broad Street, Columbus, Ohio 43215-3793. 

 
Petitions to intervene in the adjudicatory hearing will be accepted by the Board up to 30 days 
following publication of the notice required by R.C. 4906.06(C), or by March 1, 2019, whichever 
is later. However, the Board strongly encourages interested persons who wish to intervene in the 
adjudicatory hearing to file their petitions as soon as possible. Petitions should be addressed to 
Docketing Division, the Ohio Power Siting Board, 180 East Broad Street, Columbus, Ohio 
43215-3793 and cite the above-listed case number. 
 
The attached map below shows the location and general layout of the proposed Project. 



32
1

G
AT

H
13

4

13
4

C
LA

Y 
TO

W
N

SH
IP

BU
FO

R
D

H
O

LL
O

W
TO

W
N

13
8

5

 H
ec

at
e 

En
er

gy
, L

LC

 
Pr

oj
ec

t A
re

a

H
ig

hl
an

d 
C

ou
nt

y,
 O

hi
o





Attachment C





Attachment D



This foregoing document was electronically filed with the Public Utilities 

Commission of Ohio Docketing Information System on 

1/30/2019 3:01:08 PM

in

Case No(s). 18-1334-EL-BGN

Summary: Notice / Proof of Initial Public Notice electronically filed by Ms. Karen A. Winters on
behalf of Hecate Energy Highland LLC


