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Ohio Division of Wildlife 
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April 25, 2018 

To all interested parties: 

Based upon the revised project boundary map received April 2018, the Ohio Department of 
Natural Resources Division of Wildlife (DOW) has prepared initial survey recommendations for 
the proposed Seneca project located in Seneca, Huron, and Crawford counties regarding wildlife 
species.  

Currently the project falls within regions of the state that DOW has identified as needing 
extensive monitoring efforts based on GIS analysis of the site. However, previous DOW 
recommendations have determined the habitat is not what DOW considers high-quality stopover 
habitat for migrating passerines and waterfowl. Therefore, the proposed facility was classified as 
a “moderate” site under the current protocols.  If the developer decides to amend the current 
boundaries, the DOW will revise our survey recommendations.  

State-listed plant species occur in Seneca, Huron, and Crawford counties and the list can be found 
here: http://wildlife.ohiodnr.gov/species-and-habitats/state-listed-species/state-listed-species-by-
county#plants. Additional surveys may be warranted to determine presence of state-listed species 
if construction will impact aquatic or wetland habitat. Once the turbine, road, pad and other 
infrastructure locations have been determined, please consult with DOW to determine if such 
surveys are needed. 

The attached table summarizes the types and level of survey effort recommended by the DOW. 
Results from these studies will help assess the potential impact the turbines may pose and will 
influence our recommendations to the Ohio Power Siting Board.  

Monitoring should follow those methods described within the “On-shore Bird and Bat Pre- and 
Post-Construction Monitoring Protocol for Commercial Wind Energy Facilities in Ohio.”  

If you have any questions, please feel free to contact me at erin.hazelton@dnr.state.oh.us or 
614.265.6349.  

Erin Hazelton 
Ohio Division of Wildlife 
2045 Morse Road 
Columbus, Ohio 43229 

cc: Mr. Stuart Siegfried, Ohio Power Siting Board  
Mr. Grant Zeto, Ohio Power Siting Board 
Mr. Ashton Holderbaum, Ohio Power Siting Board 
Ms. Megan Seymour, United States Fish and Wildlife Service 
Ms. Kate Haley Parsons, DOW 



Seneca Wind Project (April 2018) 

Survey type 

Breeding bird 

Breeding bird surveys should be conducted at all sites. The number of 
survey points may be based on the amount of available habitat, or twice 
the maximum number of turbines proposed for the site. If turbines are 
placed in agricultural land, this requirement may be waived by DOW 

after reviewing the proposed turbine locations. 

Raptor nest searches Nest searches should occur on and within a 1-mile buffer of the 
proposed facility. 

Raptor nest monitoring 

Please consult with USFWS on bald eagle nests located within the 
search area.  Nests should be monitored to assess daily bird activity.  

Should any additional nests of a protected species of raptor be located 
during nest searches, monitoring should commence as outlined within 

DOW's monitoring protocols. 

Bat acoustic monitoring To be conducted at all meteorological towers.     

Passerine migration survey 
points 

26 

Diurnal bird/raptor 
migration survey points 

1 

Sandhill crane migration 
(same points as raptor 
migration) 

NS 

Owl playback survey 
points 

NS 

Barn owl survey points NS 

Bat mist-netting survey 
points 

51 

Nocturnal marsh bird 
survey points 

Survey points on Silver Creek WA, Honey Creek, and Sandusky River, 
as per protocols 

Waterfowl survey points 
Survey points for Silver Creek WA, Honey Creek, and Sandusky River, 

as per protocols 

Shorebird migration 
survey points 

NS 

Radar monitoring 
locations 

NS 

Aquatic species surveys 
This requirement may be waived by DOW after reviewing the proposed 

turbine/infrastructure locations. 

Wetland species surveys 
This requirement may be waived by DOW after reviewing the proposed 

turbine/infrastructure locations. 

NS = Not required based on the lack of suitable habitat 



Survey effort map with the revised boundary for the proposed Seneca project (April 2018). 
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Appendix ) -2: ODNR Survey Effort Letter 8/17/17 



Ohio Division of Wildlife 
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August 17, 2017 

To all interested parties: 

Based upon the revised project boundary map received July 2017, the Ohio Department of 
Natural Resources Division of Wildlife (DOW) has prepared initial survey recommendations for 
the proposed Seneca project located in Seneca County regarding wildlife species.  

Currently the project falls within regions of the state that DOW has identified as needing 
extensive monitoring efforts based on GIS analysis of the site. However, previous DOW 
recommendations have determined the habitat is not what DOW considers high-quality stopover 
habitat for migrating passerines and waterfowl. Therefore, the proposed facility was classified as 
a “moderate” site under the current protocols.  If the developer decides to amend the current 
boundaries, the DOW will revise our survey recommendations.  

State-listed plant and animal species occur in Seneca County and the list can be found here: 
http://wildlife.ohiodnr.gov/species-and-habitats/state-listed-species/state-listed-species-by-
county#plants. Additional surveys may be warranted to determine presence of state-listed species 
if construction will impact suitable habitat. Once the turbine locations have been determined, 
please consult with DOW to determine if such surveys are needed. 

The attached table summarizes the types and level of survey effort recommended by the DOW. 
Results from these studies will help assess the potential impact the turbines may pose and will 
influence our recommendations to the Ohio Power Siting Board.  

Monitoring should follow those methods described within the “On-shore Bird and Bat Pre- and 
Post-Construction Monitoring Protocol for Commercial Wind Energy Facilities in Ohio.”  

If you have any questions, please feel free to contact me at erin.hazelton@dnr.state.oh.us or 
614.265.6349.  

Erin Hazelton 
Ohio Division of Wildlife 
2045 Morse Road 
Columbus, Ohio 43229 

cc: Mr. Stuart Siegfried, Ohio Power Siting Board  
Mr. Grant Zeto, Ohio Power Siting Board 
Mr. Ashton Holderbaum, Ohio Power Siting Board 
Ms. Megan Seymour, United States Fish and Wildlife Service 
Ms. Kate Haley Parsons, DOW 



Seneca Wind Project (August 2017) 

Survey type 

Breeding bird 

Breeding bird surveys should be conducted at all sites. The number of 
survey points may be based on the amount of available habitat, or twice 
the maximum number of turbines proposed for the site. If turbines are 
placed in agricultural land, this requirement may be waived by DOW 

after reviewing the proposed turbine locations. 

Raptor nest searches Nest searches should occur on and within a 1-mile buffer of the 
proposed facility. 

Raptor nest monitoring 

Please consult with USFWS on bald eagle nests located within the 
search area.  Nests should be monitored to assess daily bird activity.  

Should any additional nests of a protected species of raptor be located 
during nest searches, monitoring should commence as outlined within 

DOW's monitoring protocols. 

Bat acoustic monitoring To be conducted at all meteorological towers.     

Passerine migration survey 
points 

26 

Diurnal bird/raptor 
migration survey points 

1 

Sandhill crane migration 
(same points as raptor 
migration) 

NS 

Owl playback survey 
points 

NS 

Barn owl survey points NS 

Bat mist-netting survey 
points 

52 

Nocturnal marsh bird 
survey points 

Survey points on Silver Creek WA, Honey Creek, and Sandusky River, 
as per protocols 

Waterfowl survey points 
Survey points for Silver Creek WA, Honey Creek, and Sandusky River, 

as per protocols 

Shorebird migration 
survey points 

NS 

Radar monitoring 
locations 

NS 

Aquatic species surveys 
This requirement may be waived by DOW after reviewing the proposed 

turbine locations. 

Wetland species surveys 
This requirement may be waived by DOW after reviewing the proposed 

turbine locations. 

NS = Not required based on the lack of suitable habitat 



Survey effort map with the revised boundary for the proposed Seneca project (August 2017). 
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Appendix ) -3: ODNR Review Letter 11/21/12 
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Appendix ) -4: USFWS Review Letter 10/24/12 
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Appendix ) -5: ODNR Survey Effort Letter 2/25/09 



Division of Wildlife 
David M. Graham, Chief 
2045 Morse Rd., Bldg. G 

Columbus, OH 43229-6693 
Phone: (614) 265-6300 

February 25, 2009 

To all interested parties,  

Though this project area encompasses both portions of Honey Creek, which has 
previously been identified as a potential migratory corridor, and part of Sandusky River 
Audubon Important Bird Area, the habitat within the proposed project would not be what 
the Ohio Department of Natural Resources Division of Wildlife (DOW) considers high 
quality stopover habitat. Based upon the project area map provided and the site visit 
conducted on 2/17/09, the DOW has determined that this proposed facility would be 
MVK]]SPSON K] K eWYNO\K^Of ]S^O _XNO\ ^RO M_\\OX^ WYXS^Y\SXQ Z\Y^YMYV])

The table below was created based upon the project maps provided and summarizes the 
types and level of effort recommended by the DOW. Results from these studies will help 
the Department of Natural Resources assess the potential impact these turbines may pose, 
and influence our recommendations to the Ohio Power Siting Board. Monitoring should 
follow those criteria VS]^ON aS^RSX ^RO eDX-shore Bird and Bat Pre-Construction 
BYXS^Y\SXQ E\Y^YMYV PY\ 9YWWO\MSKV JSXN <XO\Qc =KMSVS^SO] SX DRSY)f

                               Project 
Survey type Seneca County 
Breeding bird Breeding bird surveys should be conducted at all sites. The 

number of survey points may be based on the amount of 
available habitat, or twice the maximum number of turbines 
proposed for the site. Because agricultural land is not 
considered to be suitable nesting habitat for most species of 
bird, turbines placed within these types of habitat are exempt 
of this recommendation. 

Raptor nest searches Nest searches should occur on, and within a 1-mile buffer of 
the proposed facility. 

Raptor nest monitoring Based upon the revised project boundaries (updated 2/25/09) 
there are 5 eagle nests located within 2 miles of the proposed 
project. One nest was found to be active during the site visit; 
the status of the remaining 4 is unknown. These pairs should 
be monitored to assess their daily movement patterns. 

Bat acoustic monitoring Acoustic monitoring should be conducted at all 



meteorological towers. 
Passerine migration (# of 
survey points)

15 

Diurnal bird/raptor 
migration (# of survey 
point)

2 

Sandhill crane migration 
(same points as raptor 
migration)

NS 

Owl playback survey 
points

NS 

Barn owl surveys NS
Bat mist-netting (# of 
survey points)

15 

Nocturnal marsh bird 
survey points

NS 

Waterfowl survey points NS
Shorebird migration 
points

NS 

Radar monitoring 
locations

NS  

NS = Not required based on the lack of suitable habitat. 
The DNR looks forward to working with you in the future, and thanks you for contacting 
us early in the process. If you have any questions, please feel free to contact me.  

Keith 

cc: Mr. Stuart Siegfried, Ohio Power Siting Board 
Ms. Megan Seymour, United States Fish and Wildlife Service 
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Appendix ) -6: USFWS Project Review Letter 7/3/08 
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OPSB Letter of Notification 
Seneca Wind Gen-Tie 

Attachment H: Transmittal Letter to Appropriate Officials 



COLUMBUS I CLEVELAND  

CINCINNATI I DAYTON  

MARIETTA 

BRICKER & ECKLER LLP 

100 South Third Street 

Columbus, OH 43215-4291 

MAIN: 614.227.2300 

FAX: 614.227.2390 

www.bricker.com 

info@bricker.com 

Dylan F. Borchers 

614.227.4914 

dborchers@bricker.com 

13420102v1 

Via UPS - Ground 

«Address» 

Re: Seneca Wind, LLC Letter of Notification for Seneca Wind Gen-Tie 
Eden Township, Seneca County, Ohio 
Ohio Power Siting Board Case No. 18-1794-EL-BLN  

Dear «Salutation», 

Seneca Wind, LLC is proposing to construction the Seneca Wind Gen-Tie, Eden 
Township, Seneca County, Ohio.  Seneca Gen-Tie to interconnect Applicant’s 
proposed 200 MW wind energy generating facility to an existing American Electric 
Power (AEP) 138-kv electric transmission line to be provided via collection lines 
into the proposed Verne Substation.  The Verne Substation will be constructed on 
approximately 1.0 acre of currently undeveloped property located east of Trail 0159.  
Power generated by Seneca Wind will be collected into the Verne Substation, which 
will then increase the voltage from 34.5-kV to 138 kV.  The Verne Substation will be 
accessed via a 3,250-foot long, 16-foot wide access road that extends west off Trail 
0165.  The 1.65-mile 138-kV Gen-Tie Line will exit the Verne Substation to 
interconnect with the existing Melmore Substation.  You are receiving this copy as 
required by Ohio Administrative Code (“O.A.C.”) Rule 4906-3-07(A)(1). 

In accordance with the provisions of Ohio Revised Code Section 4906.03(F)(3), this 
project falls within the Ohio Power Siting Board’s (“Board”) accelerated review or 
within its requirements for a Letter of Notification. Therefore, in compliance with 
Ohio Administrative Code (“OAC”) Rule 4906-6-07(A)(1) of the Board’s rules, 
enclosed please find a disk containing a copy of the Letter of Notification application 
that has been filed today with the Board for its review and approval.  You may 
request a paper copy of the Letter of Notification by contacting Teresa Orahood at 
(614) 227-4821 or torahood@bricker.com. 

This project falls within the Board’s requirements for a Letter of Notification.  
Therefore, in compliance with OAC Chapter 4906-6 of the Board’s rules, the 
enclosed Letter of Notification has been filed today with the Board for its review and 
approval.  These materials contain a description of the project. 

If you have any questions, you may contact Peter Pawlowski, Seneca Wind, at 801-
679-3557 or ppawlowski@spower.com. 

Sincerely,  

Dylan F. Borchers 

Enclosure: Disk Containing Copy of Application 

December 13, 2018



OPSB Letter of Notification 
Seneca Wind Gen-Tie 

Attachment I: Newspaper Notice 



13415853v1

Notice of Proposed Major Utility 
Facility (New Interconnection Facility 

Construction) 
Seneca Wind, LLC (“Seneca Wind”) proposes to construct the Seneca Gen-Tie to interconnect Applicant’s proposed 200 
MW wind energy generating facility to an existing American Electric Power (AEP) 138-kv electric transmission line to be 
provided via collection lines into the proposed Seneca Wind Project Substation.  The Seneca Wind Project Substation will be 
constructed on approximately 1.0 acre of currently undeveloped property located east of Trail 0159.  Power generated by 
Seneca Wind will be collected into the Seneca Wind Project Substation, which will then increase the voltage from 34.5-kV to 
138 kV.  The Seneca Wind Project Substation will be accessed via a 3,250-foot long, 16-foot wide access road that extends 
west off Trail 0165.  The 1.65-mile 138-kV Gen-Tie Line will exit the Seneca Wind Project Substation to interconnect with 
the existing Melmore Substation.  All components of the Seneca Wind Gen-Tie are located within Seneca County, Ohio, and 
are proposed on property under ownership or lease of the Applicant. 

The location of the proposed Seneca Wind Project Substation is shown on the map below: 

A Letter of Notification (LON) has been filed with the Ohio Power Siting Board (Board) as Case No. 18-1794-EL-BLN in 
order to construct, operate and maintain the proposed interconnection facility described above.   

The following public officials were served a complete copy of the LON: 



13415853v1

The following public officials were served with a copy of the Application: Verne Shellhouse, David Ziegler, Vern Morter, 
Eden Tonwhip Trustees; Holly Stacy, Mike Kerschner, Shayne Thomas, Seneca County Commissioners; Mark Zimmerman, 
Seneca County Engineer; Joe Steyer, President of the Seneca Soil & Water Conservation District; and Holly Stacy, Board 
President of Seneca Regional Planning Commission.   

A copy of the LON is also available for public inspection at the Tiffin-Seneca Public Library, 77 Jefferson Street, Tiffin, 
Ohio 44883 Bliss Memorial Public Library, 20 S. Marion Street, Bloomville, Ohio 44818; and Seneca East Public Library, 
14 N. Main Street, Attica, Ohio 44807. 

A copy of the LON is located on Seneca Wind’s web page at on. https://senecawind.spower.com.  Copies of all filings in this 
case can also be located at the Ohio Power Siting Board website at http://www.opsb.ohio.gov by scrolling down to “Pending 
Cases” and selecting the case by name or docket number.   

The Ohio Power Siting Board will review the Letter of Notification in accordance with Ohio Revised Code Section 
4906.10(A) which states that  the Board shall not grant a certificate for the construction, operation, and maintenance of a 
major utility facility, either as proposed or as modified by the Board, unless it finds and determines all of the following: (1) 
The basis of the need for the facility; (2) The nature of the probable environmental impact; (3) That the facility represents the 
minimum adverse environmental impact, considering the state of available technology and the nature and economics of the 
various alternatives, and other pertinent considerations; (4) In the case of an electric transmission line, that the facility is 
consistent with regional plans for expansion of the electric power grid of the electric systems serving this state and 
interconnected utility systems and that the facility will serve the interests of electric system economy and reliability; (5) That 
the facility will comply with Chapters 3704, 3734, and 6111 of the Revised Code and all rules and standards adopted under 
those chapters and under Sections 1501.33, 1501.34, and 4561.32 of the Revised Code. In determining whether the facility 
will comply with all rules and standards adopted under Section 4561.32 of the Revised Code, the board shall consult with the 
office of aviation of the division of multi-modal planning and programs of the department of transportation under Section 
4561.341 of the Revised Code; (6) That the facility will serve the public interest, convenience, and necessity; (7) In addition 
to the provisions contained in divisions (A)(1) to (6) of this section and rules adopted under those divisions, what its impact 
will be on the viability as agricultural land of any land in an existing agricultural district established under Chapter 929 of the 
Revised Code that is located within the site and alternative site of the proposed major utility facility; rules adopted to evaluate 
impact under Division (A)(7) of this section shall not require the compilation, creation, submission, or production of any 
information, document, or other data pertaining to land not located within the site and alternative site; and (8) That the 
facility incorporates maximum feasible water conservation practices as determined by the board, considering available 
technology and the nature and economics of the various alternatives.

Affected persons may file comments or motions to intervene in accordance with Ohio Administrative Code Rule 4906-2-12 
with the Board up to ten (10) days following the publication of this notice. Comments or motions should be addressed to the 
Ohio Power Siting Board, 180 East Broad Street, Columbus, Ohio 43215-3793 and cite Case No. 18-1794-EL-BLN.  Persons 
may contact the Ohio Power Siting Board at 1-866-270-OPSB (6772) or contactOPSB@puc.state.oh.us.
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