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Construction Notification

This Construction Notice has been prepared by Duke Energy Ohio, Inc. (hereafter “Duke 
Energy”) in accordance with Ohio Administrative Code (OAC) Section 4906-6-05 for the review 
of Accelerated Certificate Applications.  The following section corresponds to the administrative 
code sections for the requirements of a Construction Notice Application.

4906-06-05 ACCELERATED APPLICATION REQUIREMENTS

4906-6-05 (B): General Information

4906-6-05 (B)(1) Name, Reference Number, Brief Description, and 
Construction Notification Requirement

Name of Project: Duke Energy F1783 – 138kV Ebenezer Substation Expansion

Brief Description of the Project:

Duke Energy proposes to re-conductor along approximately 0.07 mile (394 feet) of 
existing 138 kV transmission line from Structure HL-404 to Structure HL-402A and from 
Structure 401-A to the existing Ebenezer Substation Bay.  Additionally, Duke Energy 
proposes to relocate approximately 0.10 mile (513 feet) of existing 138 kV transmission 
line from Structure HL-402A to Structure HL-401A. Re-conductor as well as relocation 
activities will occur within 100-foot wide Duke Energy transmission line corridor right-of-
way (ROW). The construction will include removing two wood poles and installing three 
steel transmission poles at the rear of the substation. The poles range in height from 
77.5 to 95 feet above ground.

The F1783 Ebenezer Substation Expansion Project initiates at Duke Energy Structure HL-
404 located west of Ebenezer Road, east of Wexford Lane, north of Cleves Warsaw Pike 
and south of Devils Backbone Road (39.122276, -84.652194) and terminates at Duke 
Energy Ebenezer Substation located west of Ebenezer Road, east of Wexford Lane, 
north of Cleves Warsaw Pike and south of Devils Backbone Road (39.122232, -
84.655009).  

Construction Notice Requirement:

This Project qualifies as a Construction Notice filing because it meets the requirements 
outlined in O.A.C. 4906-1-01, Appendix A, items (1)(a).  Item (1)(a) allows the filing of a 
Construction Notice for “New construction, extension, or relocation of single or multiple 
circuit electric power transmission line(s), or upgrading existing transmission or 
distribution line(s) for operation at a higher transmission voltage, as follows: (a) Line(s)
not greater than 0.2 miles in length.”  



4906-6-05 (B)(2): Need for the Project

The purpose of the F1783 Ebenezer Substation Expansion Project is to re-conductor the 
existing transmission line to accommodate future expansion of the Ebenezer substation.
This relocation and future expansion of the substation is required to maintain and 
improve the quality of the electric service and reliability to the service area.  This area 
includes, but is not limited to Hamilton County, Ohio.  The existing F1783 – 138kV 
Ebenezer Substation provides 138 kV electric transmission service to residential and 
commercial/industrial facilities and serves as a pathway in the transmission grid between 
Cleves, North Bend, Addyston, Cheviot, Cincinnati, Green Township, and surrounding 
areas.  Due to the increased customer load growth in Hamilton County, circuits will not 
be able to reliably operate at the base case contingency condition, which may result in 
customer load disruption. Moreover, to ensure the integrity of the transmission line, the 
existing wooden structures will be upgraded to galvanized steel structures.

4906-6-05 (B)(3): Location of the Project Relative to Existing or Proposed 
Lines

The location of the project in relation to existing or proposed lines and substations is 
depicted in Attachment B.

4906-6-05 (B)(4): Alternatives Considered

The proposed Project will occur entirely within existing Duke Energy property and within 
a newly acquired 0.104 acre easement located directly adjacent to Duke Energy 
property. No additional long-term impacts to adjacent properties are anticipated as a 
result of the Project due to limited changes in land use / land cover. Therefore, the 
current alignment is the only reasonable alternative available and no alternatives were 
considered.

4906-6-05 (B)(5): Public Information Program

The construction will include removing two wood poles and installing three steel 
transmission poles at the rear of the substation. The poles range in height from 77.5 to 
95 feet above ground.

Due to the proposed Project being located entirely within existing and newly acquired 
easement primarily on Duke Energy Property, a public information program for this 
Project has not been developed.  However, Duke Energy has worked closely with 
property owners during the development of the Project. Duke Energy has mailed 
letters, via first class mail, to affected landowners, tenants, contiguous owners, and 
anyone else Duke Energy determined may be affected by the Project.  See Attachment C 
for a copy of the letter and list of landowners in receipt of the letter.

4906-6-05 (B)(6): Construction Schedule



Construction is planned to begin November 19, 2018, upon approval of this Construction 
Notice.  The Project is anticipated to be completed and in-service by December 14, 
2018.

4906-6-05 (B)(7): Area Map

Attachment A, Figures 1 and 2 depict the general location of the Project.  Attachment A, 
Figure 1 shows the general project vicinity depicted on a USGS quadrangle topographic 
map.  Attachment A, Figure 2 depicts the planned transmission line location, ecological
resources in the project vicinity, and additional details on an aerial imagery map. 

4906-6-05 (B)(8): Property Owner List

The proposed F1783 – 138kV Ebenezer Substation Expansion project is located primarily 
on Duke Energy property and within new and existing ROW easements that were 
obtained by Duke Energy Ohio. Property owners have been notified as outlined in this 
response [Part 4906-6-05 (B)(5)]. A new easement has been obtained with regard to 
the following parcel number and records of this new easement can be found in 
Attachment C :

550-0260-0064-90

4906-6-05 (B)(9): TECHNICAL FEATURES OF THE PROJECT

The Project involves the re-conductor of approximately  0.07 mile (394 feet) of existing 
138 kV transmission line from Structure HL-404 to Structure HL-402A and from Structure 
401-A to the existing Ebenezer Substation Bay.  Additionally, the Project involves the 
relocation of approximately 0.10 mile (513 feet) of existing 138 kV transmission line 
from Structure HL-402A to Structure HL-401A. Re-conductor and relocation activities will 
occur within 100-foot wide Duke Energy transmission line corridor right-of-way (ROW). 
Existing structures will remain as part of re-conductor activities but two (2) existing 
structures will be removed and relocated and two (2) new structures will be installed as 
part of the substation expansion. Structure diagrams are provided in Attachment B.

4906-6-05 (B)(9)(a): Operating  Characteristics

Voltage: 138kV

Structure Type: Four (4) Galvanized Steel Single Pole Structures 

Conductors: Structures 406-401B:  795 kcmil 37 Strand AAC

Structures 401B-401A: 954 ACSR 45/7 “Rail”

Structure 401A – Sub: 795 kcmil 37 Strand AAC



Static Wire: Structures 406-401B:  1/0 AAAC

Structures 401B-401A: 7#8 Alumoweld

Structure 401A – Sub: 1/0 AAAC 

Insulators: 138kV Polymer post insulators and Porcelain suspension insulators

Right-of-Way/Land Requirements: Duke Energy owns the easements on which the 
transmission lines will be constructed.

4906-6-05 (B)(9)(b): Electric and Magnetic Fields 

Information concerning the electric and magnetic fields is not required as the proposed 
project is not located within 100 feet of an occupied residence or institution.

4906-6-05 (B)(9)(c): Estimated Cost

The estimated cost for the proposed F1783 – 138kV Ebenezer Substation Expansion
project is approximately $664,000.00.

4906-6-05 (B)(10): SOCIAL AND ECOLOGICAL IMPACTS

4906-6-05 (B)(10)(a): Land Uses

The project is located within the Covedale Census Designated Place (CDP), Green 
Township, unincorporated Hamilton County. The project is centered approximately 1.8 
miles east, west, and north of Cincinnati, approximately 2.2 miles southeast of 
Addyston, and approximately 2.4 miles southwest of Cheviot. The Covedale CDP, which 
covers 2.8 square miles, contained a population of 6,195 people based on the 2016 
census data. The land use immediately surrounding the Project area is 
commercial/industrial turf, secondary growth deciduous forest, and maintained Right-of-
Way.

4906-6-05 (B)(10)(b): Agricultural Land

Agricultural land vegetation assemblage does not exist within the project area.    



4906-6-05 (B)(10)(c): Archaeological or Cultural Resources

The Ohio History Connection, Ohio’s Historic Preservation Office (OHPO), online 
mapping system was consulted to identify previously recorded cultural resources within 
1.6 km (1 mi) of the project area (the study area). The OHPO records check indicates 
that 1 archaeological site, 35 historic structures, and 1 cemetery have been previously 
recorded in the study area. One (1) National Register of Historic Places (NRHP) listed 
resource and 2 NRHP Determination of Eligibility (DOE) structures were located within 
the study area. None of these resources are located within or adjacent to the project 
area. At this time, the project area has not been surveyed for cultural resources. 
However, the majority of the project area is located in disturbed and graded areas 
related to the installation of the adjacent substation facility. The majority of the project 
area appears to have been heavily graded in 2015. In addition, the majority of the 
project area that does not appear to have been subject to previous heavy ground 
disturbance is at a grade of 20 degrees or greater, indicating a decreased likelihood for 
cultural deposits. See Attachment D, Cultural Resources Literature Review.

It does not appear that a Federal Nexus, requiring further coordination with the OPHO, 
will occur for the project, as there are likely no impacts to wetlands or streams that 
would require Federal permitting. 

Given that the project involves only removal, replacement, and relocation of existing and 
previously installed structures requiring little to no new ground disturbance, it does not 
appear that impacts to significant cultural resources will occur as a result of the project. 
The minimal impacts associated with structure replacement do not warrant additional 
cultural resource surveys based on the proposed scope of work.

4906-6-05 (B)(10)(d): Local, State, and Federal Requirements

NPDES permitting is not required for the project as ground disturbance is expected to be 
under 1.0 acre.

No other local, state or federal permit or other authorizations are required for the 
project.

4906-6-05 (B)(10)(e): Endangered, Threatened, and Rare Species 
Investigation

Several sources of information were consulted to further define the potential habitat of 
listed species that occur within the County of the Project. Attachment A, Table 1,
contains a list of the Rare, Threatened and Endangered (RTE) species known to occur 
within Hamilton County and their potential to occur within the Study Area based on their 
habitat requirements and observations during the field survey.  

Coordination with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) and the Ohio Department 
of Natural Resources Division of Wildlife (ODNR-DOW) was initiated on July 16, 2018.  



Correspondence from the USFWS regarding RTE located within a ½-mile of the Study 
Area was received August 7, 2018 and from the ODNR-DOW on September 18, 2018 
(Attachment F). The correspondence from USFWS and the ODNR-DOW indicated that 
there are no verified records of federally or state listed endangered, threatened, or 
candidate species, or their habitats existing within the project site or vicinity.

The entire Project Area was field surveyed by Cardno, Inc. (Cardno) as part of 
contracted services to assess ecological impacts.  This included habitat assessments to 
identify RTE species and their habitat, specifically Indiana Bat and Northern Long-eared 
Bat roost trees.  Based on Cardno’s field inspection, the Project Study Area consisted of 
commercial/industrial turf, secondary growth deciduous forest, and maintained right-of-
way.  Suitable bat roost habitat was observed within the approximate 0.89-acre portion 
of the study area, which consisted of secondary growth forest located outside the 
actively maintained ROW. However, based on the USFWS recommendation that all tree 
clearing activities occur between October 1 and March 31, impacts to the Indiana Bat or 
Northern Long-eared Bat are not expected.  Additionally, it does not appear that a 
Federal Nexus requiring further coordination with the USFWS will occur, as there are no 
expected impacts to wetlands or streams.

4906-6-05 (B)(10)(f): Areas of Ecological Concern

As a part of the investigation, Duke Energy hired Cardno to conduct an investigation for 
areas of ecological concern.  As a part of Cardno’s investigation, a request was 
submitted to the ODNR Natural Heritage Program and U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service on
July 16, 2018, to research the presence of any unique ecological sites, geological 
features, animal assemblages, scenic rivers state wildlife area, nature preserves, parks 
or forest, national wildlife refuges, or other protected areas within one (1) mile of the 
Project area using the ODNR natural Heritage Database.  A copy of ODNR’s Response
and USFWS response letters are included in Attachment F.  

The ODNR response on September 18, 2018 indicated that there are no records of state 
unique ecological sites, geological features, animal assemblages, scenic rivers, state 
wildlife areas, nature preserves, parks or forest, national wildlife refuges, or other 
protected areas within one (1) mile of the Project area.

As a part of the field investigation and ecological assessment, Cardno conducted a 
wetland delineation and stream assessment of the Project area.  Cardno’s investigation 
included an approximate 3.1 acre study area around the proposed centerline, access 
roads, and additional workspace areas.  The Study Area was over-surveyed to account 
for potential reconfigurations compared to the final Project Area.   During the 
investigation, Cardno identified two (2) potentially regulated waters within the Project’s 
Study Area.  This includes one (1) emergent wetland (Wetland 1) and one unnamed 
ephemeral stream (Stream 1).  See Attachment G, Regulated Waters Delineation Report.

The proposed construction access plan as shown in Attachment A, Figure 2, and 
Attachment E, Appendix A was developed by Cardno to avoid and/or minimize 



disturbance to all streams and wetlands.  No impacts to regulated waters or RTE habitat 
are anticipated by the Project. 

No 100-year floodplains were identified within the Study Area.

4906-6-05 (B)(10)(g): Other Information

To the best of Duke Energy’s knowledge, no unusual conditions exist that would result 
in environmental, social, health, or safety impacts.  Construction and operation of the 
proposed Project will meet all applicable safety standards established by the 
Occupational Safety and Health Administration, and will be in accordance with the 
requirements specified in the latest revision of the National Electric Safety Code as 
adopted by the Public Utilities Commission of Ohio.  The Stormwater Pollution 
Prevention Plan (SWPPP), depicting the project’s access plan, is included in Attachment 
E.

4906-6-07: Document of Construction Notification Transmittal and 
Availability for Public Review

Copies of this Construction Notice have been sent to the appropriate offices of Hamilton
County and Green Township.  A notice of the availability of this application will be 
provided in the Green Township public library within 7 days of filing this application. 



Attachment A

Figures and Tables
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Table 1:  Rare, Threatened and Endangered (RTE) Species Within Hamilton County 

SPECIES COMMON 
NAME

STATE 
STATUS1

FEDERAL 
STATUS2 HABITAT3 BREEDING 

PERIOD3

PROBABILITY 
OF 

OCCURENCE4

Hamilton County
MAMMAL

Eptesicus fuscus

Lasionycteris 
noctivagans

Lasiurus borealis

Lasiurus cinereus

Microtus ochrogaster

Microtus pinetorum

Myotis lucifugus

Myotis sodalis

Myotis septentrionalis

Perimyotis subflavus

Peromyscus 
maniculatus

Reithrodontomys 
humulis

Synaptomys cooperi

Taxidea taxus

BIRD

Dendroica cerulean

Regulus satrapa

FISH

Ammocrypta pellucida

Cycleptus elongatus 

Esox masquinongy



Table 1:  Rare, Threatened and Endangered (RTE) Species Within Hamilton County 
Ictalurus furcatus
Lepisosteus 
platostomus
Macrhybopsis 
hyostoma

Moxostoma carinatum

Notropis boops

Noturus eleutherus
Noturus stigmosus

Percina copelandi

Percina shumardi

Polyodon spathula

INVERTEBRATE
Alasmidonta 
marginata
Catocala maestosa
Cyclonaias 
tuberculate

Cyprogenia stegaria 

Ellipsaria lineolata

Elliptio crassidens 
crassidens
Epioblasma obliquata 
obliquata

Epioblasma torulosa 
rangiana

Epioblasma triquetra

Fusconaia ebena

Fusconaia maculate 
maculate



Table 1:  Rare, Threatened and Endangered (RTE) Species Within Hamilton County 
Gomphus externus
Lampsilis abrupta

Lampsilis fasciola

Lampsilis ovata

Lampsilis teres

Lasmigona compressa

Ligumia recta

Lycaena helloides

Megalonaias nervosa

Nannothermis bella

Obliquaria reflexa 

Orconectes sloanii

Plethobasus cyphyus

Pleurobema clava

Pleurobema cordatum

Pleurobema rubrum

Pleurobema sintoxia

Ptychobranchus 
fasciolaris
Quadrula cylindrical 
cylindrical

Quadrula metanevra

Quadrula nodulata

Speyeria idalia 

Truncilla 
donaciformis

Truncilla truncate



Table 1:  Rare, Threatened and Endangered (RTE) Species Within Hamilton County 
Uniomerus 
tetralasmus

Villosa fabalis

REPTILE

Clonophis kirtlandii

Opheodrys aestivus 
aestivus
AMPHIBIAN
Acris crepitans 
crepitans
Cryptobranchus 
alleganiensis 
alleganiensis

Eurycea lucifuga

PLANT

Trifolium stoloniferum



Attachment B 

Proposed Site Plans and Project Area 
Location Relative to Existing Electric Lines









Attachment C 

Property Owner Notification Letter













Attachment D 

Cultural Resources Literature Review



Duke Energy Ohio will coordinate directly with Staff of the Ohio Power Siting 
Board regarding Attachment D, Cultural Resources Literature Review.



Attachment E 

Stormwater Pollution Prevention Plan



Storm Water Pollution Prevention Plan  

F1783 – 138kV Ebenezer Substation Expansion

Duke Energy

Cardno 



Storm Water Pollution Prevention Plan

Document Information



Certification Requirements per Ohio EPA Permit No. OHC000004 Part V.G.

Corporate Certification (Duke Energy- Owner or Owner Representative)
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Appendix B

Storm Water Pollution Prevention Plan 
Typical Details













Appendix C

Storm Water Evaluation Form for 
Construction







Appendix D

SWPPP Amendment Log



SWPPP Amendment Log 

Date Description/Location Initials 



Appendix E

Local Reviewing Agency Approval



1.  INSTRUCTIONS:

APPLICATION NO.

Duke Energy proposes to install four new steel structures within existing ROW to facilitate the expansion of the Ebenezer Substation.

Duke Energy 1000 E Main Street Plainfield IN 46168 317-838-2447 amanda.sheehe@duke-energy.com

N/A
Duke Energy 1000 E Main Street Plainfield IN 46168 317-838-2447 amanda.sheehe@duke-energy.com

TBD

✔

Ebenezer Substation Expansion Project 1297 Ebenezer Road Cincinnati

8.88 8.88

15 15

0 0

0 0

Amanda Sheehe amanda.sheehe@duke-energy.com

317-838-2447



From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:
Attachments:

Cori,
 
Yes, we have jurisdiction over all of the townships in Hamilton County. This project would require a
plan submittal like the Oakley to Fairfax project.
Contact myself or Chey Alberto with any questions.
Thanks,
 
Aaron
 

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:
 
Hi Aaron,
 
I am currently working on the Ebenezer Substation Expansion project for Duke Energy located in
Covedale CDP, Green Township, Ohio.  Can you please clarify whether or not the HCSWCD has
jurisdiction over this area and if activities associated with this project will require an Earthwork
Permit through the Hamilton County Soil & Water Conservation District in addition to the Ohio EPA
NPDES general construction permit.   I currently estimate roughly 1 Ac. of ground disturbance and
the construction of approximately four (4) new steel transmission single pole structures.  I just want
to make sure we advise Duke on the correct level of coordination, whether a local earthwork permit
and/or General Construction NPDES permit is needed, and what if anything else is necessary for
transmission line work in your jurisdiction. 
 
Thanks for your ongoing help,
 
Cori



 



Appendix F 

Notice of Termination



Notice of Termination (NOT) of Coverage Under Ohio 
Environmental Protection Agency General NPDES Permit 

Submission of this NOT constitutes notice that the party identified in Section II of this form is no longer authorized to discharge into state waters under the NPDES 
general permit program. NOTE: All necessary information must be provided on this form. Do not use correction fluid on this form. Forms transmitted by fax will not be 
accepted. There is no fee associated with submitting this form. 

I. Permit Information:

NPDES General Permit Number: 

Facility General Permit Number: 

II. Owner/Applicant Information/Mailing Address

Company (Applicant) Name: 

Mailing (Applicant) Address: 

City: State: Zip Code: 

Contact Person: Phone: Fax: 

Contact Email: 

III. Facility/Site Location Information

Facility Name: 

Facility Address/Location: 

City: State: Zip Code: 

County: Township(s): Section: 

Facility Contact Person: Phone: Fax: 

Facility Contact Email: 

IV. Reason for Termination

V. Certifications

Standard Certification: 
I certify under penalty of law that all discharges authorized by the NPDES general permit have been eliminated or that I am no longer the operator of the facility. I understand that by submitting 
this NOT, I am no longer authorized to discharge under this general permit and that discharging pollutants to waters of the state without an NPDES permit is unlawful under ORC 6111. 

Name (typed): Title: 

Signature: Date: 

Industrial Storm Water and Coal Mining Activity Certification Only: 
I certify under penalty of law that all discharges associated with the identified facility that are authorized by the above referenced NPDES general permit have been eliminated, that I am no 
longer the operator of the facility, or in the case of a coal mine that the SMCRA bond has been released by ODNR-Division of Reclamation. I understand that by submitting this NOT, I am no 
longer authorized to discharge storm water associated with industrial activity under this general permit, and that discharging pollutants in storm water associated with industrial activity to 
waters of the state is unlawful under ORC 6111 where the discharge is not authorized by an NPDES permit. 

Name (typed): Title: 

Signature: Date: 

Storm Water Construction Activity Certification Only: 
For non-residential developments, I certify under penalty of law that, prior to the submittal of this NOT, all elements of the storm water pollution prevention plan have been completed, the 
disturbed soil at the identified facility have been stabilized and temporary erosion and sediment control measures have been removed at the appropriate time, or all storm water discharges 
associated with construction activity from the identified facility that are authorized by the above referenced NPDES general permit have otherwise been eliminated. 
For residential developments only, I certify under penalty of law that, prior to the submittal of this NOT, either (i) temporary stabilization has been completed and the lot, which includes a home, 
has been transferred to the homeowner; (ii) final stabilization has been completed and the lot, which does not include a home, has been transferred to the property owner; or (iii) no stabilization 
has been implemented on a lot, which includes a home, and the lot has been transferred to the homeowner. 
I understand that, by submitting this NOT, I am no longer authorized to discharge storm water associated with construction activity by the general permit, and that discharging pollutants in 
storm water associated with construction activity to waters of the state is unlawful under ORC 6111 where the discharge is not authorized by an NPDES permit. 

Name (typed): Title: 

Signature: Date: 



Attachment F 

Agency Coordination Letters



Office of Real Estate
Paul R. Baldridge, Chief

Phone: (614) 265-6649
Fax: (614) 267-4764

Re: 

Project:

Location: 

Natural Heritage Database: 



Fish and Wildlife:

Myotis sodalis

Carya ovata
Carya laciniosa Carya cordiformis Fraxinus nigra
Fraxinus pennsylvanica Fraxinus americana Quercus imbricaria

Quercus rubra Ulmus rubra Ulmus 
americana Populus deltoides Acer saccharinum
Sassafras albidum Quercus stellata Quercus alba

Plethobasus cyphyus
Cyprogenia stegaria

Lampsilis orbiculata
Villosa fabalis

Epioblasma triquetra
Fusconaia ebena Fusconaia 

maculata maculata Ellipsaria lineolata
Megalonaias nervosa

Elliptio crassidens crassidens
Pleurobema cordatum Quadrula metanevra

Quadrula nodulata
Ligumia recta Truncilla 

donaciformis Obliquaria reflexa

Lepisosteus platostomus
Macrhybopsis hyostoma

Scaphirhynchus platorynchus Acipenser fulvescens
Noturus stigmosus

Notropis boops Noturus 
eleutherus Percina shumardi

Percina copelandi Cycleptus elongatus
Polyodon spathula



Clonophis kirtlandii

Eurycea lucifuga

Botaurus lentiginosus

Chondestes grammacus

Orconectes sloanii

Water Resources: 
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Benjamin Mannies

From: Cori Jansing <cori.jansing@cardno.com>
Sent: Monday, September 24, 2018 6:35 AM
To: Danielle Thompson
Subject: FW: Cardno #F1783 Ebenezer Substation Expansion, Hamilton Co. OH

 
 

Corrine Jansing  
PROJECT SCIENTIST 
CARDNO 

Office +1 513 489 2402  Direct +1 513 233 7034  Mobile +1 513 833 6392   
Address 11121 Canal Rd., Cincinnati (Sharonville), Ohio 45241 
Email cori.jansing@cardno.com  Web www.cardno.com 

This email and its attachments may contain confidential and/or privileged information for the sole use of the intended recipient(s). All electronically supplied data 
must be checked against an applicable hardcopy version which shall be the only document which Cardno warrants accuracy. If you are not the intended recipient, 
any use, distribution or copying of the information contained in this email and its attachments is strictly prohibited. If you have received this email in error, please 
email the sender by replying to this message and immediately delete and destroy any copies of this email and any attachments. The views or opinions expressed 
are the author's own and may not reflect the views or opinions of Cardno. 

  

 
From: susan_zimmermann@fws.gov <susan_zimmermann@fws.gov> On Behalf Of Ohio, FW3 
Sent: Tuesday, August 7, 2018 11:40 AM 
To: Cori Jansing <cori.jansing@cardno.com> 
Cc: nathan.reardon@dnr.state.oh.us; kate.parsons@dnr.state.oh.us 
Subject: Cardno #F1783 Ebenezer Substation Expansion, Hamilton Co. OH 
 

 
TAILS# 03E15000-2018-TA-1823 
 
Dear Ms. Jansing, 
  
We have received your recent correspondence requesting information about the subject proposal.  There are no 
federal wilderness areas, wildlife refuges or designated critical habitat within the vicinity of the project 
area.  The following comments and recommendations will assist you in fulfilling the requirements for 
consultation under section 7 of the Endangered Species Act of 1973, as amended (ESA).  
  
The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (Service) recommends that proposed developments avoid and minimize 
water quality impacts and impacts to high quality fish and wildlife habitat (e.g., forests, streams, 
wetlands).  Additionally, natural buffers around streams and wetlands should be preserved to enhance beneficial 
functions.  If streams or wetlands will be impacted, the Corps of Engineers should be contacted to determine 



2

whether a Clean Water Act section 404 permit is required.  Best management practices should be used to 
minimize erosion, especially on slopes.  All disturbed areas should be mulched and revegetated with native 
plant species.  Prevention of non-native, invasive plant establishment is critical in maintaining high quality 
habitats.  
  
FEDERALLY LISTED SPECIES COMMENTS: All projects in the State of Ohio lie within the range of the 
federally endangered Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis) and the federally threatened northern long-eared bat 
(Myotis septentrionalis).  In Ohio, presence of the Indiana bat and northern long-eared bat is assumed wherever 
suitable habitat occurs unless a presence/absence survey has been performed to document absence.  Suitable 
summer habitat for Indiana bats and northern long-eared bats consists of a wide variety of forested/wooded 
habitats where they roost, forage, and travel and may also include some adjacent and interspersed non-forested 
habitats such as emergent wetlands and adjacent edges of agricultural fields, old fields and pastures.  This 
includes forests and woodlots containing potential roosts (i.e., live trees and/or snags ≥3 inches diameter at 
breast height (dbh) that have any exfoliating bark, cracks, crevices, hollows and/or cavities), as well as linear 
features such as fencerows, riparian forests, and other wooded corridors.  These wooded areas may be dense or 
loose aggregates of trees with variable amounts of canopy closure.  Individual trees may be considered suitable 
habitat when they exhibit the characteristics of a potential roost tree and are located within 1,000 feet (305 
meters) of other forested/wooded habitat.  Northern long-eared bats have also been observed roosting in human-
made structures, such as buildings, barns, bridges, and bat houses; therefore, these structures should also be 
considered potential summer habitat.  In the winter, Indiana bats and northern long-eared bats hibernate in caves 
and abandoned mines. 
  
Should the proposed site contain trees ≥3 inches dbh, we recommend that trees be saved wherever possible.  If 
any caves or abandoned mines may be disturbed, further coordination with this office is requested to determine 
if fall or spring portal surveys are warranted.  If no caves or abandoned mines are present and trees ≥3 inches 
dbh cannot be avoided, we recommend that removal of any trees ≥3 inches dbh only occur between October 1 
and March 31.  Seasonal clearing is being recommended to avoid adverse effects to Indiana bats and northern 
long-eared bats.  While incidental take of northern long-eared bats from most tree clearing is exempted by a 
4(d) rule (see http://www.fws.gov/midwest/endangered/mammals/nleb/index.html), incidental take of Indiana 
bats is still prohibited without a project-specific exemption.  Thus, seasonal clearing is recommended where 
Indiana bats are assumed present.   
  
If implementation of this seasonal tree cutting recommendation is not possible, summer surveys may be 
conducted to document the presence or probable absence of Indiana bats within the project area during the 
summer.  If a summer survey documents probable absence of Indiana bats, the 4(d) rule for the northern long-
eared bat could be applied.  Surveys must be conducted by an approved surveyor and be designed and 
conducted in coordination with the Endangered Species Coordinator for this office.  Surveyors must have a 
valid federal permit.  Please note that summer surveys may only be conducted between June 1 and August 15. 
  
If there is a federal nexus for the project (e.g., federal funding provided, federal permits required to construct), 
no tree clearing should occur on any portion of the project area until consultation under section 7 of the ESA, 
between the Service and the federal action agency, is completed.  We recommend that the federal action agency 
submit a determination of effects to this office, relative to the Indiana bat and northern long-eared bat, for our 
review and concurrence.  
             
Due to the project type, size, and location, we do not anticipate adverse effects to any other federally 
endangered, threatened, proposed, or candidate species.  Should the project design change, or during the term of 
this action, additional information on listed or proposed species or their critical habitat become available, or if 
new information reveals effects of the action that were not previously considered, consultation with the Service 
should be initiated to assess any potential impacts. 
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These comments have been prepared under the authority of the Fish and Wildlife Coordination Act (48 Stat. 
401, as amended; 16 U.S.C. 661 et seq.), the ESA, and are consistent with the intent of the National 
Environmental Policy Act of 1969 and the Service's Mitigation Policy.  This letter provides technical assistance 
only and does not serve as a completed section 7 consultation document.  We recommend that the project be 
coordinated with the Ohio Department of Natural Resources due to the potential for the project to affect state 
listed species and/or state lands.  Contact John Kessler, Environmental Services Administrator, at (614) 265-
6621 or at john.kessler@dnr.state.oh.us.              
  
If you have questions, or if we can be of further assistance in this matter, please contact our office at (614) 416-
8993 or ohio@fws.gov.   
 
Sincerely, 

  
Scott Pruitt  
Acting Field Office Supervisor          

            
cc:  Nathan Reardon, ODNR-DOW 
       Kate Parsons, ODNR-DOW 
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Regulated Waters Delineation Report
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11121 Canal Road, Cincinnati, OH 45241 USA
Phone (+1) 513-489-2402  Fax (+1) 513-489-2404 
www.cardnojfnew.com

AB 
AQUATIC BED 

1) Algal 
2) Aquatic Moss  
3) Rooted Vascular 
4) Floating Vascular 
5) UNK S ubmergent  
6) UNK S urface  

US  
UNCONSOLIDATED  
SHORE 

1) Cobble/G ravel  
2) Sand  
3) Mud 
4) Organic  
5) Vegetated  

ML  
MOSS- 
LICHEN

1) Mosses 
2) Lichen  

EM  
EMERGENT

1) Persistent  
2) Nonpersistent  

SS 
SHRUB SCRUB

1) Broad Leaf  Decid.  
2) Needle Leaf Decid.  
3) Broad Leav Evergr.  
4) Needle Leaf Evergr.  
5) Dead  
6) Deciduous  
7) Evergreen  

FO 
FORESTED

1) Broad Leaf  Decid.  
2) Needle Leaf Decid.  
3) Broad Leav Evergr.  
4) Needle Leaf Evergr.  
5) Dead  
6) Deciduous  
7) Evergreen  

OW 
OPEN 
WATER

Unknown 
Bottom 

WATER REGIME WATER CHEMISTRY SOIL SPECIAL MODIFIERS

UB 
UNCONSOLIDATED 
BOTTOM

1 Cobble/G ravel  
2 Sand  
3 Mud 
4 Organic  

AB 
AQUATIC  BED 

1 Algal 
2 Aquatic Moss  
3 Rooted Vascular 
4 Floating Vascular 
5 UNK S ubmergent  
6 UNK S urface  

US 
UNCONSOLIDATED 
SHORE 

1 Cobble/G ravel  
2 Sand  
3 Mud 
4 Organic  
5 Vegetated  

EM 
EMERGENT **
  
1 Persistent 
2 Non-persistent 

SB 
STREAMBED *
1  Bedrock 
2 Rubble 
3 Cobble -Gravel 
4 Sand 
5 Mud 
6 Organic 
7 Vegetated 

RS 
ROCKY 
SHORE 

1 Bedrock 
2 Rubble 

OW  
OPEN 
WATER

Unknown 
Bottom 

RB 
ROCK 
BOTTOM

1 Bedrock  
2 Rubble  

UB  
UNCONSOLIDATED  
BOTTOM

1) Cobble/G ravel  
2) Sand  
3) Mud 
4) Organic  

RB  
ROCK 
BOTTOM

1) Bedrock  
2) Rubble  
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LABEL DESCRIPTION HYDRIC
ArC2 Y
EcD
UAAXC
UfAXC
UrUXC

SOIL LEGEND
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HHEI Score (sum of metrics 1, 2, 3) :

STREAM CHANNEL
  MODIFICATIONS:

1.

TYPE PERCENT TYPE PERCENT
[16 pts] [3 PTS]

[16 pts] [3 PTS]
 [16 PTS] [3 PTS]

[12 pts] [0 PT]
[9 pts] [0 PT]

[6 pts] [3 PTS]

TOTAL NUMBER OF SUBSTRATE TYPES:

2.

 [20 pts] [15 pts]
[30 pts] [5 pts]
[25 pts] [0 pts]

COMMENTS

3. BANK FULL WIDTH (Measured as the average of 3-4 measurements)     (Check ONLY one box):
[30 pts] [15 pts]

[25 pts] [5 pts]
[20 pts]

COMMENTS

RIPARIAN ZONE AND FLOODPLAIN QUALITY

STREAM GRADIENT ESTIMATE

SINUOSITY ONLY

FLOW REGIME At Time of Evaluation ONLY

Pool Depth

SUBSTRATE (Est. % of every type of substrate present. ONLY TYPE

SCORE OF 2 MOST PREDOMINANT SUBSTRATE TYPES:

Maximum Pool Depth (Measure the maximum pool depth within the 61m (200')

HHEI
Metric
Points

A + B

Max = 30

Bankfull
Width

Max = 30

Substrate
Max = 40

This information must also be completed

NOTE:  Complete All Items On This Form - Refer to "Field Evaluation Manual for Ohio's PHWH Streams" for Instructions

AVERAGE BANKFULL WIDTH (meters)

MAXIMUM POOL DEPTH (centimeters):



ADDITIONAL STREAM INFORMATION (This Information Must Also be Completed):
QHEI PERFORMED?

MAPPING: ATTACH COPIES OF MAPS, INCLUDING THE ENTIRE WATERSHED AREA.  CLEARLY MARK THE SITE LOCATION

MISCELLANEOUS

BIOTIC EVAULATION

S 1

DRAWING AND NARRATIVE DESCRIPTION OF STREAM REACH (This must be completed):

WWH

CWH

EWH

Yes No





Metric 1. Wetland Area (size).

Metric 2. Upland buffers and surrounding land use.

Metric 3.  Hydrology

Metric 4.  Habitat Alteration and Development.



Metric 5.  Special Wetlands

Metric 6.  Plant communities, interspersion, microtopograhy.





Symphyotrichum lateriflorum

Juncus effusus

Andropogon virginicus

Cornus racemosa







Apocynum cannabinum

Andropogon virginicus

Festuca rubra

Solidago canadensis

Schedonorus arundinaceus

Rubus allegheniensis







Office of Real Estate
Paul R. Baldridge, Chief

Phone: (614) 265-6649
Fax: (614) 267-4764

Re: 

Project:

Location: 

Natural Heritage Database: 



Fish and Wildlife:

Myotis sodalis

Carya ovata
Carya laciniosa Carya cordiformis Fraxinus nigra
Fraxinus pennsylvanica Fraxinus americana Quercus imbricaria

Quercus rubra Ulmus rubra Ulmus 
americana Populus deltoides Acer saccharinum
Sassafras albidum Quercus stellata Quercus alba

Plethobasus cyphyus
Cyprogenia stegaria

Lampsilis orbiculata
Villosa fabalis

Epioblasma triquetra
Fusconaia ebena Fusconaia 

maculata maculata Ellipsaria lineolata
Megalonaias nervosa

Elliptio crassidens crassidens
Pleurobema cordatum Quadrula metanevra

Quadrula nodulata
Ligumia recta Truncilla 

donaciformis Obliquaria reflexa

Lepisosteus platostomus
Macrhybopsis hyostoma

Scaphirhynchus platorynchus Acipenser fulvescens
Noturus stigmosus

Notropis boops Noturus 
eleutherus Percina shumardi

Percina copelandi Cycleptus elongatus
Polyodon spathula



Clonophis kirtlandii

Eurycea lucifuga

Botaurus lentiginosus

Chondestes grammacus

Orconectes sloanii

Water Resources: 



From: Cori Jansing
To: Danielle Thompson
Subject: Fwd: Cardno #F1783 Ebenezer Substation Expansion, Hamilton Co. OH
Date: Tuesday, August 7, 2018 2:50:58 PM
Attachments: Letterhead for Emails 2.jpg

Scott.jpg

Sent from my iPhone

Begin forwarded message:

From: "Ohio, FW3" <ohio@fws.gov>
Date: August 7, 2018 at 11:39:40 AM EDT
To: <cori.jansing@cardno.com>
Cc: <nathan.reardon@dnr.state.oh.us>, <kate.parsons@dnr.state.oh.us>
Subject: Cardno #F1783 Ebenezer Substation Expansion, Hamilton Co. OH

TAILS# 03E15000-2018-TA-1823

Dear Ms. Jansing,

We have received your recent correspondence requesting information about the
subject proposal.  There are no federal wilderness areas, wildlife refuges or
designated critical habitat within the vicinity of the project area.  The following
comments and recommendations will assist you in fulfilling the requirements for
consultation under section 7 of the Endangered Species Act of 1973, as amended
(ESA).

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (Service) recommends that proposed
developments avoid and minimize water quality impacts and impacts to high
quality fish and wildlife habitat (e.g., forests, streams, wetlands).  Additionally,
natural buffers around streams and wetlands should be preserved to enhance
beneficial functions. If streams or wetlands will be impacted, the Corps of
Engineers should be contacted to determine whether a Clean Water Act section
404 permit is required.  Best management practices should be used to minimize
erosion, especially on slopes.  All disturbed areas should be mulched and
revegetated with native plant species.  Prevention of non-native, invasive plant
establishment is critical in maintaining high quality habitats.

FEDERALLY LISTED SPECIES COMMENTS: All projects in the State of Ohio
lie within the range of the federally endangered Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis) and
the federally threatened northern long-eared bat (Myotis septentrionalis).  In



Ohio, presence of the Indiana bat and northern long-eared bat is assumed
wherever suitable habitat occurs unless a presence/absence survey has been
performed to document absence.  Suitable summer habitat for Indiana bats and
northern long-eared bats consists of a wide variety of forested/wooded habitats
where they roost, forage, and travel and may also include some adjacent and
interspersed non-forested habitats such as emergent wetlands and adjacent edges
of agricultural fields, old fields and pastures.  This includes forests and woodlots
containing potential roosts (i.e., live trees and/or snags =3 inches diameter at
breast height (dbh) that have any exfoliating bark, cracks, crevices, hollows
and/or cavities), as well as linear features such as fencerows, riparian forests, and
other wooded corridors.  These wooded areas may be dense or loose aggregates of
trees with variable amounts of canopy closure.  Individual trees may be
considered suitable habitat when they exhibit the characteristics of a potential
roost tree and are located within 1,000 feet (305 meters) of other forested/wooded
habitat.  Northern long-eared bats have also been observed roosting in human-
made structures, such as buildings, barns, bridges, and bat houses; therefore, these
structures should also be considered potential summer habitat.  In the winter,
Indiana bats and northern long-eared bats hibernate in caves and abandoned
mines.

Should the proposed site contain trees =3 inches dbh, we recommend that trees be
saved wherever possible.  If any caves or abandoned mines may be disturbed,
further coordination with this office is requested to determine if fall or spring
portal surveys are warranted.  If no caves or abandoned mines are present and
trees =3 inches dbh cannot be avoided, we recommend that removal of any trees
=3 inches dbh only occur between October 1 and March 31.  Seasonal clearing is
being recommended to avoid adverse effects to Indiana bats and northern long-
eared bats.  While incidental take of northern long-eared bats from most tree
clearing is exempted by a 4(d) rule (see
http://www.fws.gov/midwest/endangered/mammals/nleb/index.html), incidental
take of Indiana bats is still prohibited without a project-specific exemption.  Thus,
seasonal clearing is recommended where Indiana bats are assumed present.

If implementation of this seasonal tree cutting recommendation is not possible,
summer surveys may be conducted to document the presence or probable absence
of Indiana bats within the project area during the summer.  If a summer survey
documents probable absence of Indiana bats, the 4(d) rule for the northern long-
eared bat could be applied.  Surveys must be conducted by an approved surveyor
and be designed and conducted in coordination with the Endangered Species
Coordinator for this office.  Surveyors must have a valid federal permit.  Please
note that summer surveys may only be conducted between June 1 and August 15.

If there is a federal nexus for the project (e.g., federal funding provided, federal
permits required to construct), no tree clearing should occur on any portion of the
project area until consultation under section 7 of the ESA, between the Service
and the federal action agency, is completed.  We recommend that the federal
action agency submit a determination of effects to this office, relative to the
Indiana bat and northern long-eared bat, for our review and concurrence.

Due to the project type, size, and location, we do not anticipate adverse effects to



any other federally endangered, threatened, proposed, or candidate species.
Should the project design change, or during the term of this action, additional
information on listed or proposed species or their critical habitat become
available, or if new information reveals effects of the action that were not
previously considered, consultation with the Service should be initiated to assess
any potential impacts.

These comments have been prepared under the authority of the Fish and Wildlife
Coordination Act (48 Stat. 401, as amended; 16 U.S.C. 661 et seq.), the ESA, and
are consistent with the intent of the National Environmental Policy Act of 1969
and the Service's Mitigation Policy. This letter provides technical assistance only
and does not serve as a completed section 7 consultation document. We
recommend that the project be coordinated with the Ohio Department of Natural
Resources due to the potential for the project to affect state listed species and/or
state lands.  Contact John Kessler, Environmental Services Administrator, at
(614) 265-6621 or at john.kessler@dnr.state.oh.us.

If you have questions, or if we can be of further assistance in this matter, please
contact our office at (614) 416-8993 or ohio@fws.gov.

Sincerely,

Scott Pruitt
Acting Field Office Supervisor

cc: Nathan Reardon, ODNR-DOW
Kate Parsons, ODNR-DOW
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