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Please state your name and address.

My name is Jim Haid. I live in Symmes Township. Specifically, I reside at
11994 Paulmeadows Drive, Cincinnati, Ohio 45249.

Please describe your educational background.

I have a Bachelor’s degree in business from Bucknell University and a Master’s
degree in business from the University of Connecticut.

Are you currently employed?

Yes. I own a small business called The Goddard School. Previously, I spent 25

years working in the corporate world.

When did you purchase your home?
My wife, Laura, and I purchased the property in 2008.

When you purchased your home, were you aware that Duke Energy Ohio,
Inc.’s (Duke) transmission lines were located near the property?

Yes. At the time, however, 1 was not aware that Duke had an easement on the
property. I now know that Duke does have an easement on our property, which is
attached to my testimony as Attachment A.

When you purchased your home, were you aware that Duke would need to
perform vegetation management on your trees as a result of the presence of
the transmission lines?

Although I was not aware of Duke’s specific easement at the time, I generally
understood that Duke would need to conduct trimming and pruning on our

property in order to ensure that trees or other vegetation would not come into

contact with the transmission lines.
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Did you have any reason to expect that Duke would need to completely
remove trees or other vegetation on your property when conducting its
vegetation management?

No, of course not. The trees are mature on our property and in our neighborhood
so I had no reason to believe that Duke would begin removing or clear cutting
along its transmission lines instead of trimming and pruning. Over the years, I
have seen Duke trim other trees in the neighborhood every few years. On our
property, Duke has not even done any trimming of trees or other vegetation for

the 10 years that we have owned the property.

Since you have resided at the property, have trees or other vegetation on
your property come into direct contact with the transmission wires near your

property?

Not that I know of.

To your knowledge, has Duke’s previous vegetation management on or near
your property effectively prevented trees and other vegetation from causing
outages or otherwise impacting electric service?

As I mentioned before, Duke has not conducted vegetation management on our
property in the past ten years, but to my knowledge, no trees on our property have
ever contacted a transmission wire directly and caused an outage or impacted
electric service in any way.

Are you aware of any outages that have occurred or other concerns with the
provision of electric service as a result of the trees and other vegetation on

your property?

No. Since we have owned our property, I am not aware of any outages or other
concerns being raised by Duke or anyone else regarding trees or other vegetation
on our property affecting the safety and reliability of Duke’s electric system.

Given that Duke has trimmed our neighbors’ trees several times since we have
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owned the property, but has not trimmed our trees even once, I believe it is fair to
assume that Duke was not concemed with the trees on our property causing
problems with its electric system.

How did you become involved in this case?

During the summer of 2017, I received a door hanger from Duke. This door
hanger is attached to my testimony as Attachment B. Included with that door
hanger were documents stating Duke’s purported policies for vegetation
management. I contacted Duke to discuss.

Were you able to speak with anyone from Duke about the documents that
you received?

Yes, Steve Holton came to our property to discuss my concerns with me.

What did you learn from your meeting with Mr. Holton?

He explained to me that it was Duke’s intention to raze all the trees and bushes in
a 100-foot path along their easement. He also said that they would be applying
herbicides to make sure that nothing grew back. Throughout this conversation, he
displayed an overly arrogant attitude. 1 was shocked that Duke would so
aggressively try to bully their customers. He became incredibly difficult to deal
with, so I asked him who were the decision-makers on the implementation of
these new policies and practices, so that I could contact them to discuss.

How did Mr. Holton respond?

He told me that he was the decision-maker.,
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What trees on your property would be impacted if Duke is able to implement
its plan as it was explained to you by Mr. Holton?

I prepared a diagram of our property showing the three affected trees. That
diagram is attached to my testimony as Attachment C, The diagram shows our
three trees—one ash tree, one plum tree, and one shorter pear tree. I estimate that
the two trees in the “wire zone” are 20 feet tall or less. Even though they have not
caused any issues in the past, I would be willing to have them trimmed if doing so
was necessary to maintain an appropriate clearance from the transmission lines.
The third tree is taller, but is barely within the easement at all, so I believe that it
poses no threat of contacting the wires, even if it were to fall. The Ash tree is the
tallest, and is barely within the easement. The pear tree is helping to contain
erosion on the lake’s edge. I have attached photographs of these trees to my
testimony as Attachment D.

To your kmowledge, did Steve Holton or any other Duke employee or
representative conduct an analysis or assessment on your property to
determine whether your trees currently come into direct contact with the
transmission lines or are anticipated to come in contact with the transmission
lines within the next six years?

No, not that I am aware. To my knowledge, there was no assessment done as to
what the clearance was between each tree or bush and the transmission lines.
Steve Holton stated that Duke’s polices had changed and that Duke was clear
cutting all vegetation within Duke’s 100-foot easement. Additionally, it is my

understanding that Duke responded to discovery, stating that it has not conducted

individual assessments on the Complainants’ properties.
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To your knowledge, did Steve Holton or any other Duke employee or
representative conduct an analysis or assessment on your property to
determine whether the removal of your trees and other vegetation is
necessary for the safe and reliable provision of electric service?

No. Again, Steve Holton stated that Duke’s polices had changed and that Duke
was clear cutting all vegetation within Duke’s 100-foot easement. Therefore, I do
not believe that there was any assessment or analysis completed to determine
whether the removal of vegetation on our property was actually necessary to
provide safe and reliable electric service. Additionally, it is my understanding
that Duke responded to discovery, stating that it has not conducted individual
assessments on the Complainants’ properties.

Did you file a complaint against Duke?

Yes, I filed an individual complaint against Duke on October 23, 2017. I have
since joined the Citizens Against Clear Cutting (CACC) customer group. I am a
named Complainant who filed and participated in the Second Amended
Complaint against Duke, which included allegations regarding the unjust and
unreasonable vegetation management practices and policies of Duke; the unjust,
unreasonable, and unlawful implementation of Duke’s vegetation management
practices, policies, and plan, which includes the clear cutting of trees and
vegetation on customers’ properties and the use of dangerous herbicides to
remove or destroy trees and vegetation; the adequacy and lawfulness of Duke’s
vegetation management plan; and defects in how Duke’s vegetation management

plan was modified, including deceptive and misleading statements and filings by

Duke.
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If it were determined that Duke needed to maintain a certain amount of
clearance between trees and other vegetation and the transmission wires,
would you object to Duke or its contractors trimming your trees and/or other
vegetation to attain the clearance determined to be necessary to ensure safe
and reliable transmission of electric power?

No. I would not object. A practice of trimming trees and vegetation to attain an
appropriate clearance would be a reasonable practice. 1 believe that this was
Duke’s practice prior to 2017. What I oppose, however, is Duke’s choice to
pursue these unreasonable, draconian measures of clear-cutting and the use of
herbicides to remove vegetation as part of their vegetation management plan.

Does this conclude your testimony?

Yes.
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FOR jﬂD IN CONSIDERATION OF One Dollsr and other good and valuable considerations, the receipt whereof is hersby acknow

hereby grant nnto The Cincinnati Gas & Blectric Company, its ‘successors and assigns, a tight of way and easement
jhundred (100} feet in width, to construct, erect, operate, maintain, repair, replace and remove towers and afl necessary and incidental wires, cs
anchoss, grounding systeois, counterpoises, fixtures and equipment for the transmission and dimtibution of electrical energy, mhpan iuy, ey,
sapaic, suplese svd esen pige s et slieepepey =i kil lowmes enl smipeen fw-in CENpeSiis 9bgm in, oo, over, th
ind across the following described real estate situste in Secden.31,. T 4, Eel.2,..Symmas....... Township, .,..."Hamilt.nn...,_.-._,..;
State of...Ohio..and. being.a .tract of 45.11 acres, more or less, being Lot 1 of Samuel Arbuckle 's
fistate and being the same property donveyed to the grantor by deed dated April 27,1899 and
ecorded In Deed Book 832, page 191, Hamilton County Rescorder's Office. '

The center line of the said 100 foot right of way anit easement is described as followe:

Beginning at a point in the. scutheast corner of the above described property; thence in

a westerly direction along the south boundary line of said property 202.0 feet to a point and

he real place of beginning of the easement herein conveyed; thence from said real place of
beginning in a northerly direction turning an angle of 90 degrees 36 minutes to the right

79.25 feet to a point; thence continuing in a northerly direction turmning an angle of 3 degreesa
1.7 minutes to the right 705.49 feet to a point; thence.continuing in a northerly direction
urning an angle of 2 degrees &6 minutes to the left 195.10 feet to a point in the center line

of Flelds-Ertel Road said pdint being 155.7 feet west of the northeast corner of said property
measured along the center line of Fields-Ertel Road. '
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Dear Customer and/or Property Owner-

At Duke Energy, we're committed to the Proper maintenance of trees ang vegetation to
help provide safe and reliable electricity for You ard your nsighbors, Ve were here
today to notify you of the Tollowing:

[¥Se information fetier eniosed.

CJA Duke Energy confract free crew will soon be performing povrer ling vegetation
Management in your area,

O To prevent an electrical outage or hazardous situafion, tress in the fight of way on your
Property need to be pruned or taken down. Duke Energy will perform this work at no cost
1o you

L The trees that you Teported were mspected. Since no Immediate danger is present, this
work will be performed during our regularly scheduled vegstation management, Duke
Energy will perform this work at no cost o you.

3 Duke Energy does not need to perform the work You requested becausa the trees do not
cause safely or reliability concerns,

[ Hazard tres(s) marked with Paint or ribbon should be taken down. Stould any of these trea(s)
fall and come in contact with the power fine, a safety hazard could be created or your electric
service interrupted.

[ Duke Enerpy has performed emergency outage restoration work causeq by an act of nature,
This work required trees i be trimmed or cut dovm, Duke Energy s not respansibe for tleanup
of wood and debris when this oCours.

[ Duks Energy has idertified vegetation that needs to be comtrolled by herbicide, Duka
Energy’s contract craws will be i the area in the near future applying approved herbicides,

L1 To enstrre safe ang reliable electne ang &as service for you and your neighibors, a Duke Energy
contract mowing crew will soon be mowing nghit-of-way comidors in Your area,

31 0ther;___
—_—

lobnumber. 38&1~ Aa-i iqu&%bc

Date:
Time:

Tranamnon, CS868 f~, DUKE
emstoGiuc oo S ENERGY,

Attachment B
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.Edge of wire zone = 20 Ft from outermost Conductor

: outermost conductor is actually 2nd from ground

Tree is 17 feet from *‘*. ; *._.qmm is 47 feet from center of wire zone;
center of wire zone; : 1 I |estimate tree Is 38 feet tall.
estimate tree is 20 feat tall. I |
1 |
-_woa_o_. zone = edge of wire zone to end of easement
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Tree is 16 feet from center of wire zone from a different tower than other 2 trees; estimate tree is 22 feet tall.
Hald Property
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Ash

Red Arrow

tree to be cut down
by Duke. We have
been treating this
tree since 2012 to

keep it from getting
Ash Borer disease.

=

Yellow arrow

Duke’s marker
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