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Q. PLEASE STATE YOUR NAME AND BUSINESS ADDRESS. 1 

A. My name is Ronald M. Howard, Jr. and my business address is 700 Morrison Road, 2 

Gahanna, Ohio 43230. 3 

Q. BY WHOM ARE YOU EMPLOYED AND IN WHAT CAPACITY? 4 

A. I am employed by American Electric Power Service Corporation (“AEPSC”) and provide 5 

services to AEP Ohio Transmission Company, Inc. (“AEP Ohio Transco” or the “Company”) 6 

as an Ohio Transmission Line Siting Specialist Sr. 7 

Q. WOULD YOU PLEASE DESCRIBE YOUR EDUCATIONAL AND 8 

PROFESSIONAL BACKGROUND? 9 

A. I received a Bachelor of Science degree in Chemical Engineering with an Environmental 10 

Specialty from The Ohio State University.  I have worked with state and federal 11 

regulatory processes since 1993 and have sited linear corridors since 2003.  I joined 12 

AEPSC in 2014 as a Transmission Line Siting Specialist Sr.  I am responsible for the 13 

siting of Ohio transmission projects for AEP Ohio Transco. 14 

Q. WHAT ARE YOUR RESPONSIBILITIES AS A TRANSMISSION LINE SITING 15 

SPECIALIST? 16 

A. I am responsible for the development of and adherence to the Ohio Power Siting Board 17 

siting process and work closely with a diverse siting team, including project management, 18 

engineering, environmental, permitting, right-of-way, and public outreach. 19 

Q. WHAT IS THE PURPOSE OF YOUR TESTIMONY? 20 

A. The purpose of my testimony is to describe and support the Stipulation and Recommendation 21 

(“Stipulation”) (incorporated by reference into this testimony and attached as Attachment A) 22 

entered into by AEP Ohio Transco and the Staff of the Ohio Power Siting Board (collectively, 23 

the “Signatory Parties”) to resolve the issues in this case and filed on June 11, 2018.  The 24 
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Signatory Parties recommend that the Ohio Power Siting Board (“Board”) issue a Certificate 1 

of Environmental Compatibility and Public Need for construction and operation for the 2 

Project along the Preferred Route, as identified in the Company’s December 13, 2017 3 

Application (“Application”) and subject to the conditions further described in the Stipulation.  4 

This testimony demonstrates that: (1) the Stipulation is a product of serious bargaining among 5 

capable, knowledgeable parties; (2) the Stipulation does not violate any important regulatory 6 

principle or practice; and (3) the Stipulation, as a whole, will benefit customers and the 7 

public interest. 8 

Q. DO YOU SPONSOR ANY EXHIBITS AS PART OF YOUR TESTIMONY? 9 

A. Yes.  I am sponsoring and attaching Joint Exhibit No. 1, the Stipulation and 10 

Recommendation reached with the Board Staff in this case, as part of my testimony. 11 

Q. WHAT ARE THE MAJOR PROVISIONS OF THE STIPULATION? 12 

A. AEP Ohio Transco plans to rebuild approximately 4.8 miles of the existing Berlin-Ross 13 

69 kilovolt (kV) transmission line in Springfield Township, Ross County, Ohio, to 138 14 

kV standards.  Once completed, the new transmission line would replace the existing 15 

Berlin-Ross 69 kV transmission line, which has been in service since 1926 and serves 16 

areas within Ross and Jackson counties. The 69 kV transmission line, consisting of wood 17 

H-frame structures, would be taken out of service. The new 138 kV transmission line 18 

would operate at 69 kV until 138 kV standards would be needed to serve customer load. 19 

The proposed facility is part of AEP Ohio Transco’s broader Ross-Jackson Area 20 

Improvements Project (Ross-Jackson Project). The goal of the Ross-Jackson Project is to 21 

modernize and improve the reliability of AEP Ohio Transco’s transmission system in 22 

Ross and Jackson Counties.  This Project and the overall Ross-Jackson Project will 23 

enhance service for customers, decrease power interruptions, and speed recovery of 24 
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service when outages occur.  Additional details can be found in the Application’s Review 1 

of Need and Schedule, in Section 4906-5-03. 2 

The proposed Project will be located in Springfield Township, Ross County.  The Project 3 

will extend from the Ginger Switch Station to structure 235 of the existing Poston-Ross 4 

transmission line.  A combination of steel structures is proposed for the Project.  5 

Structure type will vary based on topography, and all proposed structures are anticipated 6 

to average 100 feet tall.  Figure 2-1 in the Application shows the Project vicinity, 7 

substation interconnection points, and the Preferred and Alternate Routes identified by 8 

AEP Ohio Transco. 9 

Q. WHAT CRITERIA HAS THE BOARD USED IN REVIEWING AND   10 

APPROVING STIPULATIONS AMONG SIGNATORY PARTIES TO A 11 

PROCEEDING? 12 

A. My understanding is that a stipulation must satisfy three criteria: (1) the stipulation must 13 

be a product of serious bargaining among capable, knowledgeable parties; (2) the 14 

stipulation must not violate any important regulatory principle or practice; and (3) the 15 

stipulation must, as a whole, benefit customers and the public interest. 16 

Q. DOES THE STIPULATION REPRESENT A PRODUCT OF SERIOUS 17 

BARGAINING AMONG CAPABLE, KNOWLEDGEABLE PARTIES? 18 

A. Yes, it does. All parties to the Stipulation (i.e., the Board Staff and the Company, who are 19 

the only parties to the case) were represented by experienced, competent counsel. Also, 20 

the parties to the Stipulation regularly participate in proceedings before the Board and are 21 

knowledgeable in regulatory matters. All parties were invited to participate in settlement 22 

discussions regarding the Stipulation. All parties were provided the draft Stipulation and 23 

given an opportunity to further engage in settlement discussions. Therefore, the 24 
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Stipulation represents a product of serious bargaining among capable, knowledgeable 1 

parties. 2 

Q. DOES THE STIPULATION VIOLATE ANY IMPORTANT REGULATORY 3 

PRINCIPLES AND PRACTICES? 4 

A. No, it does not.  Based on my experience with the regulatory process and review of the 5 

Stipulation, I believe that the Stipulation is consistent with, and does not violate, 6 

regulatory principles and practices in Ohio.  On the contrary, the Stipulation is designed 7 

to comply with the requirements of Revised Code 4906.10, which provides the basis for 8 

decision granting or denying a certificate. 9 

Q. DOES THE STIPULATION BENEFIT CONSUMERS AND THE PUBLIC 10 

INTEREST? 11 

A. Yes, it does.  The Stipulation, which provides for the construction of the Project on the 12 

Preferred Route, benefits consumers insofar as the Project will help ensure that increased 13 

demands for electricity are met in the future and that existing service reliability is 14 

strengthened and enhanced throughout the area. The Project will also produce tax 15 

revenues for the local community.  The Stipulation also benefits the public by requiring 16 

AEP Ohio Transco to comply with numerous conditions to minimize environmental, 17 

sociological, cultural, and other impacts to the area. 18 

Q. DID AEP OHIO TRANSCO TAKE INTO ACCOUNT THE PUBLIC INPUT IN 19 

ITS DELIBERATIONS? 20 

A. Yes.  AEP Ohio Transco has worked very closely with affected residents to ensure that 21 

their concerns were taken into consideration when determining the Preferred Route.  22 

Details regarding AEP Ohio Transco’s public information program for this Project are set 23 

forth on pages 11 and 12 of the Application and incorporated herein. 24 
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Q. IS IT AEP OHIO TRANSCO’S POSITION THAT THE STIPULATION MEETS 1 

THE THREE-PART TEST REGARDING CONSIDERATION OF 2 

STIPULATIONS AND SHOULD BE ADOPTED BY THE BOARD? 3 

A. Yes, it is.  The Stipulation is reasonable and should be adopted by the Board to resolve 4 

the present proceeding. 5 

Q. DOES THIS CONCLUDE YOUR TESTIMONY? 6 

A. Yes it does. 7 
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In accordance with Rule 4901-1-05, Ohio Administrative Code, the OPSB’s e-filing 
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the administrative law judge on this 12th day of June, 2018.  
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