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I. Summary

{f 1} The Commission approves the request of Ashland Railway to downgrade the 

active warning devices at the North Main Street/State Route 13 (DOT#152160H) grade 

crossing in Mansfield, Richland County.

II. Discussion

{f 2| R.C. 4905.04 provides that the Commission has statutory authority to regulate 

and promote the welfare and safety of railroad employees and the traveling public.

{f 3} R.C. 4907.52 provides that when a railroad and street or highway cross at grade, 

if, in the opinion of the Commission, public safety requires protection, the Commission may 

make an order requiring the railroad to install such devices as, in the opinion of the 

Commission, will properly protect such crossing.

4} Ashland Railway (ASRY) is a railroad as defined in R.C. 4907.02 and subject to 

the jurisdiction of the Commission under R.C. 4905.04.

{f 5} On October 19, 2017, ASRY filed a request for Commission authorization to 

downgrade the active warning devices at the North Main Street/State Route 13 

(DOT#152160H) grade crossing in Mansfield, Richland County. ASRY explains that the 

cantilever in the southbound lane was hit by a vehicle; its mounting brackets are broken and 

deemed unsafe to repair. ASRY adds that the main signal mast remains in place, with lights 

and gates working as intended. According to ASRY, train movements at the crossing are at 

a restricted speed and average only one per month, when trains occupy the crossing during
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seasonal needs at a local grain elevator. ASRY states that its policy requires trains to ensure 

at least a 20 second warning before occupying the crossing. ASRY requests to permanently 

remove the aforementioned cantilever.

6| On March 6, 2018, the attorney examiner issued an Entry directing Staff to file 

a report of investigation by April 6,2018, regarding ASRY's request. Interested parties were 

also directed to file comments by April 6, 2018.

{f 7) Staff filed its report of investigation on April 6, 2018. Staff confirmed ASRY's 

description of damage to one of the cantilevers. Staff notes that the current warning devices 

are ten feet from the curb and that, when traveling southbound on North Main Street, it is 

difficult to see the flashing lights because of buildings and light poles next to the street. Given 

these factors. Staff recommends approving ASRY's request, on the condition that the flasher 

mast and gate in the northwest quadrant are moved to least four feet and three inches from 

the face of the curb, as required by the Ohio Manual of Uniform Traffic Control Devices 

(OMUTCD) Section 8C.01. According to Staff, relocation of the mast and gate will improve 

visibility for southbound traffic, while also eliminating the need for a cantilever. Staff further 

recommends that ASRY be required to notify Staff when the work in complete, and that Staff 

conduct follow-up inspections to confirm that the modifications were correctly made.

8) No comments were filed by any other parties concerning ASRY's request.

9) The Commission finds that ASRY's request, subject to Staffs recommendations 

as set forth in Paragraph 7, are reasonable and should be approved.

III. Order

10} It is, therefore.

11} ORDERED, That ASRY's downgrade request is approved, subject to Staffs 

recommendations. It is, further.



17-2166-RR-RCP -3-

{f 12} ORDERED, That ASRY relocate the flasher mast and gate in the northwest 

quadrant to at least four feet and three inches from the face of the curb, as required by 

OMUTCD Section 8C.01. It is, further,

13} ORDERED, That ASRY notify Staff when the relocation of the warning devices 

is complete. It is, further,

{f 14} ORDERED, That Staff that conduct follow-up inspections to confirm that the 

modifications were correctly made by ASRY. It is, further,

15} ORDERED, That a copy of this Finding and Order be served upon ASRY, 

Engineer for the city of Mansfield, and any other interested person of record.
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