
Page 1 

 Public Utilities 
Commission of Ohio 

Memo 
To:  Docketing Division 

From: Jill Henry, Rail Specialist, Rail Division 

Cc:  PUCO Legal Department 

Date: 11/17/17 

Re: PUCO Case No. 17-2373-RR-FED- In the Matter of a Request for the Installation of  
Active Warning Devices and Crossing Surface at the RJ Corman Railroad Crossing, 
Staeger Road/CR 145 DOT#477-009F in Mercer County, Ohio. 
 

 

On April 17, 2017, the Ohio Rail Development Commission (ORDC) authorized funding for 
RJ Corman Railroad to install lights and gates and a new crossing surface at Staeger 
Road/CR 145 DOT#477-009F in Mercer County, Ohio. The crossing was surveyed on 
October 12, 2016 and found to warrant the upgrades. The electric utility provider for this 
crossings is Dayton Power & Light (DP&L). 
 
The project will be paid for with federal funds and is actual cost. The plans and estimates 
for the project in the amounts of $170,147.57 for the installation of lights and gates and 
$68,469.00 for reconstruction of the roadway surface (total project cost of $238,616.57) 
have been approved. Construction may commence at once.  Staff requests a Finding & 
Order with completion of the project in nine months. Staff requests that the following 
language be incorporated in the Finding & Order: 
 
It is expected that all work necessary for FHWA acceptance of the warning devices 
will be completed by the in-service due date and that the railroad will be responsible 
for this work. This work includes, but is not limited to: 
 

• Any ancillary work to make the warning devices function as designed and 
visible to the roadway user, and 

 
• MUTCD compliance, including minor roadway work if necessary. 
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 Please serve the following parties of record:

 

 

RJ Corman Railroad 
James Kelley 
Funded Projects Coordinator 
P.O. Box 788 
101 RJ Corman Drive 
Nicholasville, KY  40356 
 
RJ Corman Railroad 
Deborah Hawley 
Funded Projects Coordinator 
P.O. Box 788 
101 RJ Corman Drive 
Nicholasville, KY  40356 
 
 
Ohio Rail Development Commission 
Cathy Stout 
Safety Manager 
1980 West Broad Street 
Mail Stop #3140 
Columbus, Ohio 43223 
 
Mercer County Engineer 
James Wiechart 
4884 Mud Pike 
Celina, Ohio 45822 
 
Dayton Power & Light (DP&L) 

  

 



 OHIO RAIL DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION 
 INTER-OFFICE COMMUNICATION 
 
 
TO:  Randall Schumacher, Supervisor, Rail Division, PUCO 
 
FROM: Cathy Stout, Manager, Safety Section, ORDC 
 
BY:  Greg Gronbach, Project Manager, Safety Section, ORDC 
 
SUBJECT: Mercer County, Staeger Rd, CR145, DOT # 477009F, PID # 104282  
 
DATE: October 25, 2017 
  
 
 
The Public Utilities Commission of Ohio (PUCO) established a diagnostic survey at the subject 
location on October 12, 2016. The Ohio Rail Development Commission (ORDC) attended the 
review.  The Diagnostic Team recommended the improvement of warning devices to flashing 
lights and roadway gates.  Copies of the diagnostic review form and the plan and estimate are 
attached. 
 
PE has already been provided by the railroad. ORDC approves the site plans and estimates as 
provided.  Please issue a construction-only order for the project outlined above.  This 
authorization is made with the stipulation and understanding that an approved estimate may 
contain entries for items or activities that may be cited and found to be ineligible for federal 
participation during the project audit. 
 
It is expected that all work necessary for FHWA acceptance of the warning devices will be 
completed by the in-service due date and that the railroad will be responsible for this work.  This 
work includes, but is not limited to: 

• any ancillary work to make warning devices function as designed and visible to the 
roadway user, and  

• MUTCD compliance – including minor roadway work if necessary. 
 
Thank you for your assistance with these matters. 
 

 
 
Attachment:   Diagnostic Review 
  Plan & Estimate  
 
c:   Jill Henry, PUCO 

ORDC Project Manager (file) 
  



  

 

 
October 25, 2017 
 
 
Ms. Deborah J. Hawley 
RJ Corman Railroad Group LLC 
101 RJ Corman Drive 
P.O. Box 788 
Nicholasville, Ky 40356 
 
 
RE:   Mercer County, Staeger Rd, CR145, DOT # 477009F, PID # 104282 
 
 
Dear Ms. Hawley:  
 
The plan dated (10/23/17) and estimate dated (06/19/17), for the referenced project is acceptable. 
Please note that the railroad must provide ORDC with a plan stamped by a professional 
engineer licensed in the State of Ohio prior to acceptance and close out of the project.  RJ 
Corman Railroad Group LLC may proceed with the construction of the proposed grade crossing 
warning system in accordance with the abbreviated plan, plus surface reconstruction. This 
authorization is made with the stipulation and understanding that the approved estimate may 
contain entries for items or activities that may be cited and found to be ineligible for federal 
participation during the project audit.  Reimbursement of eligible actual cost is limited to 
$238,616.57.  Additional costs must be approved in writing by the Ohio Rail Development 
Commission (ORDC) prior to being incurred.  Emergency verbal authorizations by ORDC may 
be permitted and will be confirmed by ORDC in writing within ten (10) business days of the 
verbal approval. 
 
This authorization is contingent upon RJ Corman Railroad Group LLC accepting the following 
instructions: 
 
1. RJ Corman Railroad Group LLC’s project foreman will furnish written notification five 

(5) working days prior to the date work will start at the project site to Greg Gronbach, 
ORDC, email Greg.Gronbach@dot.ohio.gov, and to the Public Utilities Commission of 
Ohio at Jill.henry@puc.state.oh.us.  RJ Corman Railroad Group LLC’s project foreman 
will also notify the same of any stops and re-starts of the work activity and of the date 
work was completed for the project. 

 
2. RJ Corman Railroad Group LLC will arrange for utilities to be located at the project site 

by the Ohio Utilities Protection Service (OUPS) prior to any construction activities at the 
site.  Utilities that are not participating members of the service must be contacted directly 
by RJ Corman Railroad Group LLC 

.  
 

mailto:Jill.henry@puc.state.oh.us
mailto:Greg.Gronbach@dot.ohio.gov


3. RJ Corman Railroad Group LLC’s project foremen will notify Greg Gronbach at 614-
395-1824 (telephone) or Greg.Gronbach@dot.ohio.gov  (email) of any changes in the 
scope of work, cost overruns, material changes, etc. which are not included in the 
approved plan and estimate and secure approval of same before the work is performed. 

 
4. Open cut of roadways is not permitted except in unusual circumstances and must be 

coordinated with the local highway authority and preapproved by ORDC. 
 
5. RJ Corman Railroad Group LLC will furnish two (2) copies of each partial bill to ORDC.  

Please find the enclosed ODOT Purchase Order to reference when billing. 
 
6. RJ Corman Railroad Group LLC will furnish two (2) copies of the final all-inclusive bill 

to ORDC stating the exact dates of starting and completing work, the initial and final 
dates of construction and location where the accounts may be audited. 

 
7. This installation will include any ancillary work to make the warning devices function as 

designed and meet MUTCD. 
 
This project is authorized for construction under the master agreement between Ohio Rail 
Development Commission, Public Utilities Commission of Ohio. 
 
Thank you for your assistance with these matters. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
 
 
C: Randall Schumacher, Rail Division Supervisor, PUCO 
 Jill Henry, Rail Division Specialist, PUCO 
 Susan Arduini, ORDC 
 ORDC (file) 
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CAUTION

SEVERE DAMAGE WILL OCCUR.
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NICHOLASVILLE, KY 40356
101 RJ CORMAN DRIVE

6' X 6' HOUSE - SIDE "A"

     ARE L5-30.

NOTE: NEMA RECEPTACLES
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SIDE "A"
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6' X 6' HOUSE - SIDE "B"

0 FT. 1 FT. 2 FT. 3 FT.

TERMINAL BOARD

RELAY MOUNTING RACK

TERMINAL BOARD

OF TERMINAL BOARD

MOUNTED ON BACKSIDE

EMERGENCY SWITCH

SIDE "B"

NORMAL EMERGENCY

8 4

TERMINAL BOARD

REAR VIEW 

14

DATE:

FILE:

         STAEGER RD        

         CELINA, OH        

   ST. MARYS SUBDIVISION   SHEET

ST11740.14

RJ CORMAN RAILROAD
04/20/17DESIGNED BY:

DIGITIZED BY:

CHECKED BY:

DEW  

RJC  

RJJ  

dwalter
Stamp

dwalter
Stamp



NICHOLASVILLE, KY 40356
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     ARE L5-30.

NOTE: NEMA RECEPTACLES
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NICHOLASVILLE, KY 40356
101 RJ CORMAN DRIVE0 FT. 1 FT. 2 FT. 3 FT.

SIDE "D"

6' X 6' HOUSE - SIDE "D" & TOP VIEW

THERMOSTAT
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County: Mercer 
Location: Steager Road
DOT#: 477009F
MP: 117.4

Estimate for Grade Crossing Surface

Material Quantity Unit Description Unit Price Extension
36 TF 4' Concrete Crossing Module (Tub Type 5.5) 335.00$         12,060.00$    
120 Ft 115 RE New Rail (60 Ft Pieces) 30.00$           3,600.00$      
35 Tons Stone 28.00$           980.00$         
2 Keg Spikes (50#) 45.00$           90.00$           
20 Each Ties (7x9 Grade 5) 75.00$           1,500.00$      
80 Each Anchors (115 RE) 2.30$             184.00$         
40 Each Plates 17.00$           680.00$         
4 Each Field Welds (115 RE) 140.00$         560.00$         
1 Keg Track Bolts w/ Washers (50/keg) 175.00$         175.00$         
90 Tons Asphalt Paving 275.00$         24,750.00$    
1 LS Traffic Control and Sign Upgrade 2,500.00$      2,500.00$      
1 LS Asphalt/Tie Disposal 3,000.00$      3,000.00$      

Material Subtotal 50,079.00$    

Labor Hours Qty.
20 1 Supervisor 55.00$           1,100.00$      
20 4 Laborers 35.00$           2,800.00$      
20 2 Operator 40.00$           1,600.00$      
20 1 Welder 45.00$           900.00$         
10 1 Inspector 55.00$           550.00$         

Labor Subtotal 6,950.00$      

Equipment Hours Qty.
20 1 Backhoe 42.00$           840.00$         
20 1 Prentice Truck 70.00$           1,400.00$      
20 1 P/U Truck (F-250) 22.00$           440.00$         
20 1 Dump Truck 83.00$           1,660.00$      
20 1 Work Truck (F-550) 35.00$           700.00$         
20 1 Backhoe Trailer 8.00$             160.00$         
20 1 Trackhoe 90.00$           1,800.00$      
10 1 Tamper 300.00$         3,000.00$      
10 1 Ballast Regulator 120.00$         1,200.00$      
10 1 Inspector Truck 24.00$           240.00$         

Equipment Subtotal 11,440.00$    

Project Total: 68,469.00$  

RJ Corman Railroad Company / Western Ohio Lines



County: Mercer

Location:

DOT #: 477009F

MP: 117.4

Estimate for Signal Warning System & Installation

Signal Qty. Extension

1 78,062.32$        

1 6,109.00$          

1 5,280.00$          

1 77,787.50$        

1 1,478.75$          

Inspection Extension

1 1,430.00$          

Project Total 170,147.57$   

Steager Road

RJ Corman Railroad Company / Western Ohio Lines

Description

Materials

Engineering

Shop Wiring

Field Installation

Distribution

Railroad Inspector

Description



kvaughn
prelim



  

 

 
 
 
April 17, 2017 
 
 
RJ Corman Railroad 
Ms. Deborah Hawley 
Real Estate & Funded Projects Manager 
PO Box 788 
101 R. J. Corman Drive 
Nicholasville, KY 40340 
 
 
RE: Mercer County, Steager Road/CR145, DOT # 477009F, PID 104282 
 
 
Dear Ms. Hawley: 
  
A diagnostic review was held at the above grade crossing on October 12, 2016.  The crossing has been 
recommended for the installation of lights and gates. 
 
RJ Corman Railroad is authorized to proceed with the site plans and cost estimates (PE) or bid package 
for this project. This authorization is made with the stipulation and understanding that any field work 
needs prior approval before work begins. This authorization is made with the stipulation and 
understanding that an approved estimate may contain entries for items or activities that may be cited and 
found to be ineligible for federal participation during the project audit.  
 
The diagnostic review form is attached.  Please note any recommendations (page 5), if any, made by the 
team with regard to requirements for this location.  Any minor roadway work necessary for MUTCD 
compliance should be incorporated into the PE and such costs will flow through the railroad 
reimbursement process. 
 
The Project Manager for this project is Greg Gronbach. Greg Gronbach can be reached at (614) 395-1824, 
or Greg.Gronbach@dot.ohio.gov , if you have any questions. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
 
C: Randall Schumacher, Supervisor, Rail Division, PUCO 
 Jill Henry, Rail Specialist, PUCO 
 Cathy Stout, ORDC 
 Susan Arduini, ORDC 
 ORDC (file) 
 
Attachment: 1 (diagnostic review form) 

mailto:Greg.Gronbach@dot.ohio.gov




















This foregoing document was electronically filed with the Public Utilities 

Commission of Ohio Docketing Information System on 

11/17/2017 10:00:32 AM

in

Case No(s). 17-2373-RR-FED

Summary: Application In the Matter of a Request for the Installation of  Active Warning
Devices and Crossing Surface at the RJ Corman Railroad Crossing, Staeger Road/CR 145
DOT#477-009F in Mercer County, Ohio. electronically filed by Mrs. Jill A Henry on behalf of
PUCO/Rail Division
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