
BEFORE 

THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF OHIO 

 

In the Matter of the Application of Co-

lumbia Gas of Ohio, Inc. for Approval 

of an Alternative Form of Regulation to 

Extend and Increase Its Infrastructure 

Replacement Program. 

 ) 

) 

) 

) 

) 

 

  

Case No. 16-2422-GA-ALT 

            

 

JOINT MOTION OF COLUMBIA GAS OF OHIO, INC., 

COMMISSION STAFF, INDUSTRIAL ENERGY USERS-OHIO, 

THE OFFICE OF THE OHIO CONSUMERS’ COUNSEL, 

AND OHIO PARTNERS FOR AFFORDABLE ENERGY 

TO REVISE PROCEDURAL SCHEDULE 

            

   

Pursuant to Rule 4901-1-12(C), Ohio Admin. Code, Columbia Gas of Ohio, 

Inc. (“Columbia”), Commission Staff,1 the Office of the Ohio Consumers’ Coun-

sel (“OCC”), Ohio Partners for Affordable Energy (“OPAE”), and Industrial En-

ergy Users-Ohio (“IEU-Ohio”) respectfully request that the Commission re-

schedule the hearing date in this matter to allow for earlier post-hearing briefing. 

The parties also propose an agreement to admit certain specified documents and 

testimony at hearing, to waive cross-examination of witnesses, and to set a post-

hearing briefing schedule. A memorandum in support of this motion is attached. 

                                                 
1 For purposes of this Motion, Staff is considered a party under Rule 4901-1-10(C), Ohio Admin. 

Code. 
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    Respectfully submitted, 

 

Michael DeWine 

Ohio Attorney General 

 

William L. Wright 

Section Chief 

 

 

/s/ Steven L. Beeler2    

Steven L. Beeler 

Assistant Attorney General –  

Public Utilities Section 

30 East Broad Street, 16th Floor 

Columbus, OH 43215 

614.728.9481 (telephone) 

614.644.8746 (fax) 

william.wright@ohioattorneygeneral.gov 

steven.beeler@ohioattorneygeneral.gov 

/s/ Eric B. Gallon   

Eric B. Gallon (0071465) 

  (COUNSEL OF RECORD) 

Porter Wright Morris & Arthur LLP 

41 South High Street, Suite 3000 

Columbus, OH 43215 

Telephone:   (614) 227-2190 

Facsimile:   (614) 227-2100 

Email:  egallon@porterwright.com 

  

Stephen B. Seiple, Asst. General 

Counsel (0003809) 

Joseph M. Clark, Sr. Counsel 

(0081179) 

Columbia Gas of Ohio, Inc. 

290 W. Nationwide Blvd. 

P.O. Box 117 

Columbus, OH 43216-0117 

Telephone:   (614) 460-4648 

  (614) 460-6988 

Email: sseiple@nisource.com  

 josephclark@nisource.com 

 

(Willing to accept service by e-mail) 

  

Attorneys for  

COLUMBIA GAS OF OHIO, INC. 

 

/s/ Colleen L. Mooney2   

Colleen L. Mooney 

Ohio Partners for Affordable Energy 

PO Box 12451 

Columbus, OH 43212-2451 

Telephone: (614) 488-5739 

e-mail: cmooney@ohiopartners.org 

(electronically subscribed) 

                                                 
2
 Per e-mail authorization. 
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BRUCE WESTON (0016973) 

OHIO CONSUMERS’ COUNSEL 

 

/s/ Kevin F. Moore2                                   ___ 

Kevin F. Moore (0089228) 

Counsel of Record 

Assistant Consumers’ Counsel 

 

Office of the Ohio Consumers’ Counsel 

10 West Broad Street, Suite 1800 

Columbus, OH 43215 

Telephone:  614-387-2965 

Kevin.moore@occ.ohio.gov 

(will accept service via email) 

/s/ Frank P. Darr2   

Frank P. Darr  (Reg. No. 0025469) 

  (Counsel of Record) 

Matthew R. Pritchard  

  (Reg. No. 0088070) 

MCNEES WALLACE & NURICK LLC 

21 East State Street, 17TH Floor 

Columbus, OH 43215 

fdarr@mwncmh.com 

mpritchard@mwncmh.com 

 

COUNSEL FOR INDUSTRIAL 

ENERGY USERS-OHIO 

 

  

 

 

 

 



MEMORANDUM IN SUPPORT 

 

On February 27, 2017, Columbia filed its application for authorization to 

continue its alternative rate plan (most recently reapproved in Case No. 11-5515-

GA-ALT) for another five-year period (2018-2022). On March 24, Commission 

Staff informed Columbia by letter that Columbia’s application complied with 

Rule 4901:1-19-06, Ohio Admin. Code. On July 10, Staff issued a report recom-

mending that the Commission approve Columbia’s application with modifica-

tions. On August 14, OCC filed its objections to Columbia’s application and the 

Staff report. On August 18, Columbia, Staff, and OPAE filed a joint stipulation 

and recommendation. On September 6, the Commission held a conference call 

with the parties to establish a procedural schedule. Following that call, the 

Commission issued an Entry setting deadlines for the filing of testimony in sup-

port of and in opposition to the stipulation (September 8 and 28, respectively) 

and scheduling the evidentiary hearing for this matter to begin on October 11.  

Following the conference call on September 6, the parties conferred and 

ultimately reached agreement on a process to expedite the consideration of Co-

lumbia’s application, the joint stipulation and recommendation, and OCC’s op-

position to both. In particular, the parties have agreed that, at the hearing in this 

matter, they will not object to the admission into evidence of the following doc-

uments filed or to be filed in this matter:  

 Columbia’s Application (including the attached Exhibits), filed on 

February 27, 2017; 

 the testimony of Diana M. Beil, Donald P. Ayers, and Melissa L. 

Thompson, filed on February 27, 2017; 

 the Report by the Staff of the Public Utilities Commission of Ohio, 

filed on July 10, 2017; 

 OCC’s Objections to Columbia’s Application and the PUCO Staff’s 

Report of Investigation, filed on August 14, 2017;  

 the Joint Stipulation and Recommendation, filed on August 18, 

2017; 

 the Supplemental Direct Testimony of Melissa L. Thompson, filed 

on September 8, 2017; and 
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 all testimony filed in opposition to the stipulation by September 28, 

2017. 

The parties have further agreed that they will waive cross-examination of all 

witnesses at the hearing in this matter. 

The waiver of cross-examination and agreed admission into evidence of 

the testimony and other documents specified above will allow for a greatly 

shortened hearing, thereby potentially allowing an earlier beginning (and end) to 

post-hearing briefing. Accordingly, the parties respectfully request that the 

Commission reschedule the hearing to an earlier date. The parties have conferred 

and are available for a rescheduled hearing on October 2, 2017. Unfortunately, 

there is no other date before October 11, 2017, when all of the undersigned coun-

sel are available.  

The parties have also conferred and reached agreement on a post-hearing 

briefing schedule. The parties propose that the Commission allow the parties 

three weeks (until October 23) to file their initial post-hearing briefs and an addi-

tional two weeks and one day (until November 7) to file reply briefs. This pro-

posed briefing schedule would allow the completion of post-hearing briefing by 

early November, which would aid the issuance of a Commission decision before 

Columbia’s current alternative rate plan expires. 

OCC’s agreement to support the request to reschedule the evidentiary 

hearing date is contingent on the implementation of the proposed briefing 

schedule. That is, if the parties are not given at least three weeks to file initial 

post-hearing briefs and at least two weeks to file reply briefs then OCC does not 

agree to move the evidentiary hearing date of October 11, 2017. 

For all of these reasons, Columbia Gas of Ohio, Inc., Commission Staff, the 

Office of the Ohio Consumers’ Counsel, Industrial Energy Users-Ohio, and Ohio 

Partners for Affordable Energy respectfully request that this Commission re-

schedule the evidentiary hearing in this matter to October 2, 2017; adopt the par-

ties’ proposal regarding the admission into evidence of the documents and tes-

timony specified above and the waiver of witness cross-examination; and adopt 

the proposed briefing schedule. 
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    Respectfully submitted, 

 

Michael DeWine 

Ohio Attorney General 

 

William L. Wright 

Section Chief 

 

 

/s/ Steven L. Beeler3    

Steven L. Beeler 

Assistant Attorney General –  

Public Utilities Section 

30 East Broad Street, 16th Floor 

Columbus, OH 43215 

614.728.9481 (telephone) 

614.644.8746 (fax) 

william.wright@ohioattorneygeneral.gov 

steven.beeler@ohioattorneygeneral.gov 

/s/ Eric B. Gallon   

Eric B. Gallon (0071465) 

  (COUNSEL OF RECORD) 

Porter Wright Morris & Arthur LLP 

41 South High Street, Suite 3000 

Columbus, OH 43215 

Telephone:   (614) 227-2190 

Facsimile:   (614) 227-2100 

Email:  egallon@porterwright.com 

  

Stephen B. Seiple, Asst. General 

Counsel (0003809) 

Joseph M. Clark, Sr. Counsel 

(0081179) 

Columbia Gas of Ohio, Inc. 

290 W. Nationwide Blvd. 

P.O. Box 117 

Columbus, OH 43216-0117 

Telephone:   (614) 460-4648 

  (614) 460-6988 

Email: sseiple@nisource.com  

 josephclark@nisource.com 

 

(Willing to accept service by e-mail) 

  

Attorneys for  

COLUMBIA GAS OF OHIO, INC. 

 

/s/ Colleen L. Mooney3   

Colleen L. Mooney 

Ohio Partners for Affordable Energy 

PO Box 12451 

Columbus, OH 43212-2451 

Telephone: (614) 488-5739 

e-mail: cmooney@ohiopartners.org 

(electronically subscribed) 

                                                 
3
 Per e-mail authorization. 
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BRUCE WESTON (0016973) 

OHIO CONSUMERS’ COUNSEL 

 

/s/ Kevin F. Moore3                                   ___ 

Kevin F. Moore (0089228) 

Counsel of Record 

Assistant Consumers’ Counsel 

 

Office of the Ohio Consumers’ Counsel 

10 West Broad Street, Suite 1800 

Columbus, OH 43215 

Telephone:  614-387-2965 

Kevin.moore@occ.ohio.gov 

(will accept service via email) 

/s/ Frank P. Darr3   

Frank P. Darr  (Reg. No. 0025469) 

  (Counsel of Record) 

Matthew R. Pritchard  

  (Reg. No. 0088070) 

MCNEES WALLACE & NURICK LLC 

21 East State Street, 17TH Floor 

Columbus, OH 43215 

fdarr@mwncmh.com 

mpritchard@mwncmh.com 

 

COUNSEL FOR INDUSTRIAL 

ENERGY USERS-OHIO 

 

  

 



CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 

 

The Public Utilities Commission of Ohio’s e-filing system will electronical-

ly serve notice of the filing of this document on the parties referenced on the ser-

vice list of the docket card who have electronically subscribed to the case. In ad-

dition, the undersigned hereby certifies that a copy of the foregoing document is 

also being served via electronic mail on the 20th day of September, 2017, upon 

the parties listed below. 

 

kevin.moore@occ.ohio.gov 

Jamie.williams@occ.ohio.gov 

cmooney@ohiopartners.org 

fdarr@mwncmh.com 

mpritchard@mwncmh.com 

steven.beeler@ohioattorneygeneral.gov 

john.jones@ohioattorneygeneral.gov 

William.Wright@ohioattorneygeneral.gov 

 

 

/s/ Eric B. Gallon   

Eric B. Gallon 

 

Attorney for 

COLUMBIA GAS OF OHIO, INC. 



This foregoing document was electronically filed with the Public Utilities 

Commission of Ohio Docketing Information System on 

9/20/2017 5:08:52 PM

in
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Summary: Motion of Columbia Gas of Ohio, Inc., Commission Staff, Industrial Energy Users-
Ohio, The Office of the Ohio Consumers' Counsel, and Ohio Partners for Affordable Energy to
Revise Procedural Schedule electronically filed by Mr. Eric B. Gallon on behalf of Columbia
Gas of Ohio, Inc.


