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Public Utilities 
Commission of Ohio

Memo
To: Docketing Division

From: Jill Henry, Rail Specialist, Rail Division

Cc: PUCO Legal Department

Date: 9/12/17

Re: PUCO Case No. 17-1975-RR-FED- In the Matter of a Request for the Installation of
Active Warning Devices at Ashland Railway Crossings, DOT#264-982E, TR 1455 & 
DOT#264-989C, SR 96 in Ashland County & DOT#265-027S, SR 301, in Wayne
County, Ohio.

On August 30, 2016, the Ohio Rail Development Commission (ORDC) authorized funding
for Ashland Railway to install lights and gates at DOT#264-982E, TR 1455 & DOT#264-
989C, SR 96 in Ashland County & DOT#265-027S, SR 301, in Wayne County, Ohio. The
crossings were surveyed on March 29, 2016 and were found to warrant the upgrades.
The electric utility provider for TR 1455 and SR 96 is First Energy-Ohio Edison. The
electric utility provider for SR 301 is Holmes Wayne Rural Electric.

The projects will be paid for with federal funds and are actual cost. The plans and 
estimates for the projects in the amount of $164,780.00 for TR 1455, $164,780.00 for SR 
96, and $170,280.00 for SR 301 have been approved. Construction may commence at 
once.  Staff requests a Finding & Order with completion of the project in nine 
months. Staff requests that the following language be incorporated in the Finding & Order: 

It is expected that all work necessary for FHWA acceptance of the warning devices 
will be completed by the in-service due date and that the railroad will be responsible
for this work. This work includes, but is not limited to:

Any ancillary work to make the warning devices function as designed and
visible to the roadway user, and

MUTCD compliance, including minor roadway work if necessary.
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Please serve the following parties of record:

Ashland Railway
Mr. Scott Patsolic
803 North Main Street
Mansfield, Ohio  44902

Ohio Rail Development Commission
Cathy Stout
1980 West Broad Street
Mail Stop #3140
Columbus, Ohio 43223

Milton Township, Ashland County
Trustees
1196 County Road 1356
Ashland, Ohio  44805

ODOT District #3
Jason Schraibman
906 Clark Avenue
Ashland, Ohio  44805

Village of West Salem
Mayor
27 S. Main Street
West Salem, Ohio  44287

Holmes Wayne Electric Cooperative Inc.
P. O. Box 112
Millersburg, Ohio  44654

First Energy- Ohio Edison



 

 

INTER-OFFICE COMMUNICATION 
 
 
TO:  Randall Schumacher, Supervisor, Rail Division, PUCO 
 
FROM: Cathy Stout, Manager, Safety Section, ORDC 
 
BY:  Eric Neff, Safety Manager, Safety Section, ORDC 
 
SUBJECT: ASD-TR1455 (Ashland County) - PID 103087 – DOT # 264982E 
  WAY – SR301 (Wayne County) - PID 103086 – DOT # 265027S 

ASD-SR96 (Ashland County) - PID 103088 – DOT # 264989C 
 
  
DATE: July 26, 2017 
  
 
 
The Ohio Rail Development Commission (ORDC) established diagnostic surveys at the subject 
locations on March 29, 2016. The Public Utilities Commission of Ohio (PUCO) attended the 
review.  The Diagnostic Team recommended the improvement of warning devices to flashing 
lights and roadway gates.  Copies of the diagnostic review forms and the plans and estimates are 
attached. 
 
PE has already been provided by the railroad. ORDC accepts the site plans and estimates as 
provided.  Please issue a construction-only order for the project outlined above.  This 
authorization is made with the stipulation and understanding that an approved estimate may 
contain entries for items or activities that may be cited and found to be ineligible for federal 
participation during the project audit. 
 
It is expected that all work necessary for FHWA acceptance of the warning devices will be 
completed by the in-service due date and that the railroad will be responsible for this work.  This 
work includes, but is not limited to: 

 any ancillary work to make warning devices function as designed and visible to the 
roadway user, and  

 MUTCD compliance – including minor roadway work if necessary. 
 
Thank you for your assistance with these matters. 
 
 
Attachment:   Diagnostic Review 
  Plan & Estimate  
 
c:   Jill Henry, Rail Division Specialist, PUCO 

ORDC Project Manager (file) 
  



 

 

 
 
 
July 26, 2017 
 
Mr. Scott Patsolic 
Mgr. Training and Safety 
Ashland Railway 
803 North Main St.  
Mansfield, Ohio 44902 
 
RE:   ASD-TR1455 (Ashland County) - PID 103087 
 WAY – SR301 (Wayne County) - PID 103086 

ASD-SR96 (Ashland County) - PID 103088 
 
 
The plans and estimate dated July 24, 2017 for the referenced projects are acceptable.  The 
Ashland Railway may proceed with the construction of the proposed grade crossing warning 
systems in accordance with the abbreviated plan. Construction may include but is not limited to 
circuitry design, installation of service poles, procurement of materials and signal construction. 
Please note ODOT Railroad Audit Circular No.4 Subcontracted Costs for Railroads and 
accordingly provide ORDC with any relevant bid documents and bid tabs pertaining to this 
project.  This authorization is made with the stipulation and understanding that the approved 
estimate may contain entries for items or activities that may be cited and found to be ineligible 
for federal participation during the project audit.  Reimbursement of eligible actual cost is 
limited to $449,840.00 (Total Project Cost $499,840.00 less 10% Ashland Rail match at 
$49,984.00) and will be adjusted based on bid tabulations if applicable.  Additional costs must be 
approved in writing by the Ohio Rail Development Commission (ORDC) prior to being incurred.  
Emergency verbal authorizations by ORDC may be permitted and will be confirmed by ORDC 
in writing within ten (10) business days of the verbal approval. 
 
This authorization is contingent upon the Ashland Railway accepting the following instructions: 
 
1. The Ashland Railway’s project foreman will furnish written notification five (5) working 

days prior to the date work will start at the project site to Eric Neff, ORDC, email: 
eric.neff@dot.ohio.gov and to Jill Henry the Public Utilities Commission of Ohio at 
email: jill.henry@puco.ohio.gov.  Ashland Railway’s project foreman will also notify the 
same of any stops and re-starts of the work activity and of the date work was completed 
for the project. 

 
 
2. The Ashland Railway’s will arrange for utilities to be located at the project site by the 

Ohio Utilities Protection Service (OUPS) prior to any construction activities at the site.  
Utilities that are not participating members of the service must be contacted directly by 
the Ashland Railway. 



 
3. The Ashland Railway’s project foremen will notify Eric Neff at 614-745-6760 

(telephone) or eric.neff@dot.ohio.gov (email) of any changes in the scope of work, cost 
overruns, material changes, etc. which are not included in the approved plan and estimate 
and secure approval of same before the work is performed. 

 
4. Open cut of roadways is not permitted except in unusual circumstances and must be 

coordinated with the local highway authority and preapproved by ORDC. 
 
5. The Ashland Railway will furnish two (2) copies of each partial bill to ORDC.  Please 

find the enclosed ODOT Purchase Order and PID number to reference when billing. 
 
6. The Ashland Railway will furnish two (2) copies of the final all-inclusive bill to ORDC 

stating the exact dates of starting and completing work, the initial and final dates of 
construction and location where the accounts may be audited. 

 
7. This installation will include any ancillary work to make the warning devices function as 

designed and meet MUTCD. 
 
Thank you for your assistance with these matters. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Eric Neff     
 
 
Eric Neff 
Project Manager 
 
C: Randall Schumacher, Rail Division Supervisor, PUCO 
 Jill Henry, Rail Division Specialist, PUCO 
 Susan Arduini, ORDC 
 ORDC (file) 
 
 



ITEM NO. DESCRIPTION QUANTITY UNIT UNIT PRICE AMOUNT

1 Furnish & Install Signal Warning Systems (Flashing Lights & Gates) 1.0 LS 140,000.00$ 140,000.00$

2 Conduilt 4 Inch Jack & Bore (HDPE) or PVC SH80 1.0 LS 4,000.00$ 4,000.00$

3 Railroad Commercial Power Service with fees 1.0 EA 5,000.00$ 5,000.00$

4 Furnish Non-Bonded Insulated Joint Assembly 8.0 EA 500.00$ 4,000.00$

5 Furnish and Place Ballast Walkway Course 30.0 TN 60.00$ 1,800.00$

6 Mobilization 1.0 LS 15,480.00$ 15,480.00$

SUBTOTAL - SOUTH MAIN STREET 170,280.00$

1 Furnish & Install Signal Warning Systems (Flashing Lights & Gates) 1.0 LS 140,000.00$ 140,000.00$

2 Conduilt 4 Inch Jack & Bore (HDPE) or PVC SH80 1.0 LS 4,000.00$ 4,000.00$

3 Railroad Commercial Power Service with fees 0.0 EA 5,000.00$ -$

4 Furnish Non-Bonded Insulated Joint Assembly 8.0 EA 500.00$ 4,000.00$

5 Furnish and Place Ballast Walkway Course 30.0 TN 60.00$ 1,800.00$

6 Mobilization 1.0 LS 14,980.00$ 14,980.00$

SUBTOTAL - OLIVESBURG ROAD (SR 96) 164,780.00$

1 Furnish & Install Signal Warning Systems (Flashing Lights & Gates) 1.0 LS 140,000.00$ 140,000.00$

2 Conduilt 4 Inch Jack & Bore (HDPE) or PVC SH80 1.0 LS 4,000.00$ 4,000.00$

3 Railroad Commercial Power Service with fees 0.0 EA 5,000.00$ -$

4 Furnish Non-Bonded Insulated Joint Assembly 8.0 EA 500.00$ 4,000.00$

5 Furnish and Place Ballast Walkway Course 30.0 TN 60.00$ 1,800.00$

6 Mobilization 1.0 LS 14,980.00$ 14,980.00$

SUBTOTAL - CR 1455 164,780.00$

TOTAL ESTIMATE FOR CONSTRUCTION 499,840.00$

REQUIRED MATCH (10%) 49,984.00$

WORK BY RAILROAD - PROJECT MATCH

Install Non-Bonded Insulated Joint Assembly 24.0 EA 1,099.29$ 26,382.96$

Remove Existing Grade Crossing Warning System 3.0 EA 5,599.09$ 16,797.27$

Railroad Flagging Services
24.0 Days 834.40$ 20,025.60$

TOTAL WORK BY RAILROAD 63,205.83$

SOUTH MAIN STREET - WEST SALEM, OH

OLIVESBURG ROAD (SR 96) - ASHLAND, OH

CR 1455 - ASHLAND, OH

ASHLAND RAILWAY SIGNAL SYSTEM IMPROVEMENT PROJECT
PRELIMINARY OPINION OF PROBABLE COST

DATE: APRIL 17, 2017
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This foregoing document was electronically filed with the Public Utilities 

Commission of Ohio Docketing Information System on 

9/12/2017 1:58:16 PM

in

Case No(s). 17-1975-RR-FED

Summary: Application In the Matter of a Request for the Installation of Active Warning Devices
at Ashland Railway Crossings, DOT#264-982E, TR 1455 & DOT#264-989C, SR 96 in Ashland
County & DOT#265-027S, SR 301, in Wayne County, Ohio. electronically filed by Mrs. Jill A
Henry on behalf of PUCO/Rail Division


