
 
 
                                    Legal Department American Electric Power 
 1 Riverside Plaza 
 Columbus, OH 43215-2373 
 AEP.com 

 

 
 
May 8, 2017 
 
 
 
Chairman Asim Z. Haque 
Ohio Power Siting Board 
180 East Broad Street 
Columbus, Ohio  43215 
 
 
Re: Case No.  17-1098-EL-BNR 

In the Matter of the Construction Notice for the  
Willow Island – Mill Creek 138kV Transmission Line Extension Project 

 
Dear Chairman Haque, 
 
Attached please find a copy of the Construction Notice for the above-referenced 
project by AEP Ohio Transmission Company, Inc. This filing and notice is in 
accordance with O.A.C. 4906-6-05. 
 
A copy of this filing will also be submitted to the executive director or the 
executive director’s designee.  A copy is also being provided to the OPSB Staff via 
electronic message. 
 
If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact me.  
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
/s/ Hector Garcia 
 
Hector Garcia 
Counsel for AEP Ohio Transmission Company, Inc. 
 
cc: Werner Margard, Counsel OPSB Staff 
 Jon Pawley, OPSB Staff 

Hector Garcia 
Senior Counsel – 
Regulatory Services 
(614) 716-3410 (P) 
(614) 716-2014 (F) 
hgarcia1@aep.com 
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Construction Notice 

Willow Island-Mill Creek 138kV Transmission Line Extension Project 

4906-6-05 

AEP Ohio Transmission Company, Inc. (“AEP Ohio Transco”) is providing the following information to 
the Ohio Power Siting Board (“OPSB”) in accordance with the accelerated request of Ohio Administrative 
Code Section 4906-6-05. 

4906-6-5(B) General Information 

B(1) Project Description 

The name of the project and applicant's reference number, names and reference 
number(s) of resulting circuits, a brief description of the project, and why the project 
meets the requirements for a Construction Notice.  

AEP Ohio Transco is proposing the Willow Island-Mill Creek 138kV Transmission Line Extension Project 
(“Project”), located in Section 3 of Township 2 North, Range 8 West, Marietta Township, Washington 
County, Ohio.  The Project consists of constructing two parallel electric transmission line extensions and 
work will occur within AEP Ohio Transco’s transmission line right-of-way (“ROW”). The northwestern 
extension is approximately 0.08 miles and the southeastern extension is approximately 0.09 miles. The 
Project will extend the existing 138 kV transmission line to energize a new distribution station. 1.1 in 
Appendix A shows the location of the Project. Figures 1.2 and 1.3 in Appendix A show the existing AEP 
Ohio Transco 138 kV transmission line location, the distribution station, and the 3.7-acre Project Area.  

The Project meets the requirements for a Construction Notice (“CN”) because it is within the types of 
projects defined by 1(a) of Ohio Administrative Code Section 4906-1-01 Appendix A of the Application 
Requirement Matrix For Electric Power Transmission Lines: 

(1) New construction, extension, or relocation of single or multiple circuit electric power 
transmission line(s), or upgrading existing transmission or distribution line(s) for 
operation at a higher transmission voltage, as follows: 
 
(a) Line(s) not greater than 0.2 miles in length. 

The Project has been assigned PUCO Case No. 17-1098-EL-BNR. 

B(2) Statement of Need 

If the proposed project is an electric power transmission line or gas or natural gas 
transmission line, a statement explaining the need for the proposed facility. 

The purpose of this Project is to energize a newly constructed AEP Ohio distribution station 
from the existing 138kV transmission line running northeast of the Project area, and is part of a 
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series of improvements to enhance the reliability of electric service in Washington County and 
the greater Marietta area.  The proposed Project is to extend the 138kV transmission line to the 
new station, which will provide a more reliable source of power to local distribution 
customers.  Currently, the local customers are served from two remote AEP substations, which 
are reaching capacity.  This new distribution station will permit future load growth in the area 
and reduce the amount of distribution-line outage risk. The future distribution substation 
(“Levee”) project was listed in the 2016 AEP Ohio Long Term Forecast Report, Form FE-T10 
(Proposed Substations), on page 78, Case No. 16-501-EL-FOR.  The 138kV transmission line 
extension was not listed separately due to the anticipated short distance of the extension. 
 
B(3) Project Location 

The applicant shall provide the location of the project in relation to existing or proposed 
lines and substations shown on an area system map of sufficient scale and size to show 
existing and proposed transmission facilities in the project area. 

Figures 1.1, 1.2, and 1.4 in Appendix A show the location of the proposed Project in relation to the existing 
AEP Ohio Transco 138 kV electric transmission line that will be utilized for the Project.  

B(4) Alternatives Considered 

The applicant shall describe the alternatives considered and reasons why the proposed 
location or route is best suited for the proposed facility. The discussion shall include, but 
not be limited to, impacts associated with socioeconomic, ecological, construction, or 
engineering aspects of the project. 

All of the proposed transmission line work will occur within existing AEP Ohio Transco ROW.  Due to the 
proximity of the existing 138 kV transmission line and ROW to the location of the new distribution 
station, the location of the Project is the most economically viable solution as it will utilize existing ROW. 
No other primary alternatives were considered. The proposed Project will not incur any significant 
socioeconomic, ecological, or construction impacts due to the minimal length of the Project, and as the 
proposed Project will be within AEP Ohio Transco’s current easement.  The location of the new 
distribution station and associated transmission line extension was prioritized to have a minimal impact 
on local stakeholders.   

B(5) Public Information Program 

The applicant shall describe its public information program to inform affected property 
owners and tenants of the nature of the project and the proposed timeframe for project 
construction and restoration activities. 

The Project will be located fully on AEP Ohio Transco property and transmission line ROW.  AEP Ohio 
Transco has not developed a public information program for this Project but has worked closely with 
surrounding property owners during the development of the Project. AEP Ohio Transco maintains a 
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website (http://aeptransmission.com/ohio/) on which an electronic copy of this CN is available. A paper 
copy of the CN will be sent to the public library in each political subdivision affected by this Project. 

B(6) Construction Schedule 

The applicant shall provide an anticipated construction schedule and proposed in-service 
date of the project. 

AEP Ohio Transco anticipates that construction of the Project will begin in September 2017, and the in-
service date (completion date) of the Project will be approximately December 2017. 

B(7) Area Map 

The applicant shall provide a map of at least 1:24,000 scale clearly depicting the facility 
with clearly marked streets, roads, and highways, and an aerial image. 

Figure 1.1 in Appendix A identifies the location of the Project on the USGS quadrangle map with coverage 
of the Project area.  Figure 1.2 in Appendix A is an aerial map of the Project. To visit the Project from 
Columbus, take I-70 East toward Wheeling.  Take exit 180A to merge onto I-77 South toward Marietta. 
Take Exit 1 for OH-7 and turn left on OH-7 North/Ohio River Scenic Byway/Pike Street. Turn left onto 
County Road 9, turn right onto Sandhill Cornerville Road, and turn right onto Cornerville Road. The 
Project is located along this road just south of its intersection with Swartz Road in Marietta Township. 

B(8) Property Agreements 

The applicant shall provide a list of properties for which the applicant has obtained 
easements, options, and/or land use agreements necessary to construct and operate the 
facility and a list of the additional properties for which such agreements have not been 
obtained. 

In the Project area, AEP Ohio Transco currently owns the proposed distribution substation property 
(Ohio Power Company; Parcel ID 230083168000) as well as an existing Willow Island-Mill Creek 138 kV 
transmission line right-of-way easement.  No other property easements, options, or land use agreements 
are necessary to construct the Project or operate the transmission line. 
 

B(9) Technical Features 

The applicant shall describe the following information regarding the technical features of 
the Project: 

B(9)(a) Operating characteristics, estimated number and types of structures required, and 
right-of-way and/or land requirements. 
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The Project involves the installation of four (4) 138 kV single circuit, electric transmission lines. The four 
(4) 138 kV single circuit, heavy angle dead-end steel structures will stand at approximately 85 to 90 feet in 
height.  The Project will utilize 954,000 kcmil 45/7 ACSR (Rail) conductors, along with 7#9 alumoweld 
shield wire. All dead-ends will utilize pier foundations with anchor cages.  The design and operating 
voltage will be 138 kV.  Structure diagram is presented in Appendix D. All of the proposed transmission 
line work will occur within existing AEP Ohio Transco ROW.  No other property easements, options, or 
land use agreements are necessary to construct the Project or operate the transmission line. 
 
B(9)(b) Electric and Magnetic Fields 

For electric power transmission lines that are within one hundred feet of an occupied 
residence or institution, the production of electric and magnetic fields during the 
operation of the proposed electric power transmission line. The discussion shall include: 

B(9)(b)(i) Calculated Electric and Magnetic Field Strength Levels 

This section is not applicable.  There are no occupied residences or institutions located within 100 feet of 
the Project. 

B(9)(b)(ii) Design Alternatives 

A discussion of the applicant's consideration of design alternatives with respect to electric 
and magnetic fields and their strength levels, including alternate conductor configuration 
and phasing, tower height, corridor location, and right-of-way width. 

There are no occupied residences or institutions located within 100 feet of the Project.  The transmission 
line work associated with the Project will occur on existing AEP Ohio Transco property.  Therefore, no 
design alternatives were considered. 

B(9)(b)(ii)(c) Project Cost  

The estimated capital cost of the project. 

The capital costs estimate for the proposed Project, comprised of applicable tangible and capital costs, is 
approximately $900,000. 

B(10) Social and Economic Impacts 

The applicant shall describe the social and ecological impacts of the project. 

B(10)(a) Operating Characteristics 

Provide a brief, general description of land use within the vicinity of the proposed project, 
including a list of municipalities, townships, and counties affected. 
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The Project is located within Mariette Township, Washington County, Ohio. Figure 1.3 in Appendix A 
shows USDA land use categories for the Project area. Terrestrial habitat mapping in Appendix C (Figure 
3) shows that the Project area consists mostly of pasture habitat (3.3 acres), with riparian forest present to 
a lesser degree (0.4 acres) and only along the northeast boundary of the Project area. No tree clearing is 
anticipated to be required for the Project.  No wetlands are present in the Project area. 

There are currently ten (10) residences within 1,000 feet of the centerline of the Project. There are no 
parks, schools, churches, cemeteries, wildlife management areas, or nature preserve lands within 1,000 
feet of the centerline of the Project. 
 
B(10)(b) Agricultural Land Information 

Provide the acreage and a general description of all agricultural land, and separately all 
agricultural district land, existing at least sixty days prior to submission of the application 
within the potential disturbance area of the project. 

The proposed Project is not located within agricultural district lands based on coordination with the 
Washington County Auditor’s Office. Additionally, no agricultural row crop land is present within the 
Project area (See Figure 1.3 in Appendix A and Figure 3 in Appendix C).   

B(10)(c) Archaeological and Cultural Resources 

Provide a description of the applicant's investigation concerning the presence or absence 
of significant archeological or cultural resources that may be located within the potential 
disturbance area of the project, a statement of the findings of the investigation, and a copy 
of any document produced as a result of the investigation. 

In December of 2015, AEP Ohio Transco’s consultant completed a Phase I archaeological investigation for 
the Project (Appendix B).  Field investigations were conducted in the footprint of the planned 
construction activity. No buildings or structures older than 50 years are directly impacted.  

The Project area is located to the northeast of the Community of Reno, just south and east of Marietta. It 
is an irregularly shaped parcel that is in the Northwest Quarter of Section 3 (Marietta Township). The 
northeastern boundary of the Project area is along an existing electric line transmission line corridor. The 
Project area includes steep upland terrain and comparably flatter landforms in the northern part. The 
Project area is drained by the Little Muskingum River and Mill Run, one of its tributaries. There are 
several oil/gas wells located in the vicinity of the Project area, including one storage/separator tank and 
one oil/gas well that are within the Project area. The Project area includes pastures that are within a rural 
landscape. 

The literature review conducted for this Project did not indicate previously recorded resources within the 
Project area. There were no previous surveys or archaeological sites identified in the study area. There 
were 25 Ohio Historic Inventory sites and one cemetery identified in the study area. However, none of 
these resources were found to be adjacent to or abutting the Project area. 
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The field investigations involved subsurface testing and visual inspection.  These investigations did not 
result in the identification of cultural materials, and much of the Project area was found to be steeply 
sloped or disturbed, especially in the southern portion of the Project area. The planned work will not 
involve any buildings that are older than 50 years. There are no significant or historic properties identified 
within the area of potential effect for this Project. No further work is deemed necessary for the Project. 

B(10)(d) Local, State, and Federal Agency Correspondence 

Provide a list of the local, state, and federal governmental agencies known to have 
requirements that must be met in connection with the construction of the project, and a 
list of documents that have been or are being filed with those agencies in connection with 
siting and constructing the project. 

A Notice of Intent (“NOI”) will be filed with the Ohio Environmental Protection Agency for authorization 
of construction storm water discharges under General Permit OHC000004, and AEP Ohio Transco will 
implement and maintain best management practices as outlined in the project-specific Storm Water 
Pollution Prevention Plan to minimize erosion and control sediment to protect surface water quality 
during storm events.  None of the three proposed steel pole structures will be installed in any streams or 
wetlands, and no tree clearing will be required in forested wetlands (see Appendix C).  Consequently, the 
Project will not require a Clean Water Act Section 404 Permit from the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers or 
Pre-Construction Notification to the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers.   

No structures or proposed access roads are located within a 100-year floodplain area.  Therefore, no 
floodplain permitting is expected to be required for the Project.  There are no other known local, state or 
federal requirements that must be met prior to commencement of the Project. 

B(10)(e) Threatened, Endangered, and Rare Species 

Provide a description of the applicant's investigation concerning the presence or absence 
of federal and state designated species (including endangered species, threatened species, 
rare species, species proposed for listing, species under review for listing, and species of 
special interest) that may be located within the potential disturbance area of the project, a 
statement of the findings of the investigation, and a copy of any document produced as a 
result of the investigation.   
 
The United States Fish and Wildlife Service (“USFWS”) Federally Listed Species by Ohio Counties 
October 2015 (available at www.fws.gov/midwest/ohio/pdf/OhioTEListByCountyOct2015.pdf) was 
reviewed to determine the threatened and endangered species currently known to occur in Washington 
County. This USFWS publication lists Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis; federally listed endangered), northern 
long-eared bat (Myotis septentrionalis; federally listed threatened), fanshell (Cyprogenia stegaria; 
federally-listed endangered), pink mucket pearly mussel (Lampsilis abrupta; federally-listed 
endangered), sheepnose (Plethobasus cyphyus; federally-listed endangered), and snuffbox (Epioblasma 
triquetra; federally-listed endangered), as the threatened or endangered species currently known to occur 
in Washington County. The eastern hellbender (Cryptobranchus alleganiensis; federally species of 
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concern), timber rattlesnake (Crotalus horridus; federal species of concern), and bald eagle (Haliaeetus 
leucocephalus; de-listed but still protected under the Bald and Golden Eagle Protection Act), were also on 
this list of species for Washington County.  Several state-listed threatened and endangered species, 
species of concern, and special interest species are listed by the Ohio Department of Natural Resources 
(http://wildlife.ohiodnr.gov/species-and-habitats/state-listed-species/state-listed-species-by-county) as 
occurring or potentially occurring in Washington County.  The Indiana bat, northern long-eared bat, and 
other state-listed species occurring in Washington County are addressed in detail in the Ecological 
Resources Inventory Report included in Appendix C.   

As part of the ecological study completed for the Project, a coordination letter was submitted to the 
USFWS Ohio Ecological Services Field Office seeking an environmental review of the Project for potential 
impacts to threatened or endangered species. The March 3, 2016 response letter from USFWS (see 
Appendix C) indicated that the Project is has the potential to be within the range of the Indiana bat and 
northern long-eared bat. Due to this potential, the USFWS/ODNR recommends seasonal tree cutting for 
trees ≥3 inches diameter at breast height between October 1 and March 31 to avoid adverse impacts to this 
species. As stated above, the proposed Project area contains two habitat types: pasture and riparian forest. 
However, no tree clearing activities are anticipated to be required for the Project.  Therefore, the Project is 
not likely to adversely affect those species. 

As part of the ecological study completed for the Project, coordination letters were submitted to the 
ODNR Division of Wildlife (“DOW”), Ohio Natural Heritage Program (“ONHP”) and ODNR-Office of Real 
Estate. Correspondence received from ODNR DOW/ONHP (see Appendix C) indicates that a one-mile 
radius around the Project area contains known occurrences of the eastern sand darter (Ammocrypta 
pellucida; state-listed species of concern) and the eastern spadefoot (Scaphiopus holbrookii; state-listed 
endangered). However, no habitats for these species are located within the Project area.  The response 
letter received from the ODNR-Office of Real Estate indicates that the Project is within the range of 
several state-listed species.  However, they stated that due to the location, the type of habitat present at 
the project site, and the type of work proposed (including lack of work in perennial streams), the Project is 
not likely to impact any of those species. 

USFWS and ODNR correspondence relating to threatened and endangered species and an endangered 
and rare species review is included in the Ecological Resources Inventory Report provided in Appendix C.  

B(10)(f) Areas of Ecological Concern 

Provide a description of the applicant's investigation concerning the presence or absence 
of areas of ecological concern (including national and state forests and parks, floodplains, 
wetlands, designated or proposed wilderness areas, national and state wild and scenic 
rivers, wildlife areas, wildlife refuges, wildlife management areas, and wildlife 
sanctuaries) that may be located within the potential disturbance area of the project, a 
statement of the findings of the investigation, and a copy of any document produced as a 
result of the investigation. 
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Correspondence received from USFWS (see Appendix C) indicates that there are no federal wilderness 
areas, wildlife refuges, or designated critical habitat near the Project area. Correspondence from ODNR 
DOW/ONHP (see Appendix C) indicates that they are unaware of any unique ecological sites, geologic 
features, animal assemblages, scenic rivers, state wildlife areas, nature preserves or parks, national 
wildlife refuges, or other parks or forests within a one-mile radius of the Project area. Marietta State 
Nursery was identified by the ODNR DOW/ONHP as being within a one-mile radius of the Project area, 
but will not be affected by the Project. 

There are no National Wetlands Inventory (NWI) features mapped in the Project area (see Appendix C). A 
wetland and stream delineation survey was completed by AEP Ohio Transco’s consultant within the 
Project area on January 28, 2016. During the field survey, no wetlands were identified in the Project area 
and no wetlands are proposed to be impacted by construction of temporary access roads or the 
installation of the proposed transmission line poles. Therefore, no permanent or temporary impacts to 
wetlands are anticipated.  There were no streams identified by AEP Ohio Transco’s consultant within the 
limits of the Project area.  One upland drainage feature was identified within the Project area. 
Photographs of the Project area are provided in Appendix C of the Ecological Resources Inventory Report.   

B(10)(g) Unusual Conditions 

Provide any known additional information that will describe any unusual conditions 
resulting in significant environmental, social, health, or safety impacts. 

To the best of AEP’s knowledge, there are no known unusual conditions that would result in significant 
environmental, social, health, or safety impacts. 
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1.0 Introduction 

AEP Ohio Transmission Company, Inc. (AEP) is proposing to extend the existing Willow Island – Mill 
Creek 138 kV electric transmission line to the proposed Levee Station facility in Washington County, 
Ohio (Figure 1, Appendix A).  The proposed Project area is located on Cornerville Road just 
southwest of Swartz Road. The study area for the proposed Project (the Project area), as shown 
on Figure 1 (Appendix A), is approximately 3.71 acres in size. The Project area was surveyed for 
wetlands, waterbodies, and potential threatened, endangered, and rare species habitat by 
Stantec Consulting Services Inc. (Stantec) biologists on January 28, 2016.  The approximate 
locations of features located up to 50 feet outside of the Project area were also recorded during 
the field surveys, where landowner access was permitted. However, no data forms were collected 
on features that did not extend into the Project area. These features are shown on the Figure 2 
maps in Appendix A as “approximate” wetlands, streams (waterways), and upland drainage 
features. 
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2.0 Methods 

2.1 WETLAND DELINEATION 

Prior to completing the field surveys, a desktop review of the Project area was conducted using 
U.S. Geological Survey (USGS) topographic mapping, National Wetlands Inventory (NWI) maps, 
U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) soil surveys, 
and aerial imagery mapping. Stantec completed a wetland delineation study in accordance 
with the Corps of Engineers Wetlands Delineation Manual (USACE 1987) and the Regional 
Supplement to the Corps of Engineers Wetland Delineation Manual: Eastern Mountains and 
Piedmont Region (Version 2.0) (USACE 2012).  Wetland categories were classified using the Ohio 
Rapid Assessment Method (ORAM) for Wetlands Version 5.0 (Mack 2001). 

2.2 STREAM DELINEATION 

Streams that demonstrated a continuously defined channel (bed and bank), ordinary high water 
mark (OHWM), and the disturbance of terrestrial vegetation were delineated within the Project 
area, per the protocols outlined in the USACE’s Guidance on Ordinary High Water Mark 
Identification (Regulatory Guidance Letter, No. 05-05) (USACE 2005).  Delineated streams were 
classified as ephemeral, intermittent, or perennial per definitions in the Federal Register/Vol. 67, 
No. 10 (USACE 2002).  Functional assessment of streams within the Project area was based on 
completion of the Ohio Environmental Protection Agency’s (OEPA) Headwater Habitat Evaluation 
Index (HHEI; OEPA 2012) and/or Qualitative Habitat Evaluation Index (QHEI; OEPA 2006).  The 
centerline and/or OHWM locations of each waterway were identified and surveyed using a 
handheld sub-meter accuracy GPS unit and mapped with GIS software.  Additionally, the 
locations of ponds/open water features and upland drainage features (which lacked a 
continuously defined bed and bank/OHWM) identified within the Project area were also recorded 
with a sub-meter accuracy GPS unit during the field surveys. 

2.3 RARE SPECIES 

Prior to conducting the field surveys, Stantec contacted the Ohio Department of Natural 
Resources (ODNR) and the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) for information regarding rare, 
threatened, or endangered species and their habitats of concern within the vicinity of the Project 
area (Appendix B – Agency Correspondence).  To assess potential impacts to rare, threatened, 
or endangered species, Stantec scientists conducted a pedestrian reconnaissance of the 
proposed Project area, collected information on existing habitats within the Project area, and 
assessed the potential for these habitats to be used by these species. 
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3.0 Results 

3.1 TERRESTRIAL HABITAT 

Stantec completed field surveys within the Project area on January 28, 2016, for threatened and 
endangered species or their habitats.  Figure 3 (Appendix A) shows the vegetation 
communities/habitats and locations of any identified rare, threatened or endangered species 
habitat observed within the Project area during the rare, threatened, and endangered species 
habitat assessment surveys.  Representative photographs of the vegetation communities/ habitats 
identified within the Project area are included in Appendix C of this report (photo locations are 
shown on Figure 2, Appendix A).  Information regarding the vegetation communities/habitats 
identified within the Project area is provided in Table 1. 
 
Table 1. Vegetation Communities and Land Cover Found within the Willow Island – Mill Creek 138 

kV Transmission Line Extension Project Area, Washington County, Ohio 

Vegetation Communities 
and Land Cover Types 
within the Project Area 

Degree of Human-Related Ecological 
Disturbance 

Unique, Rare, 
or High 

Quality? 

Approximate 
Acreage Within 

Project Area 

Riparian Forest

Intermediate disturbance (dominated 
by plants that typify a stable phase of a 
native community that persists under 
some disturbance). Habitat dominated 
by American elm (Ulmus americana), 
American sycamore (Platanus 
occidentalis), Canada wild rye (Elymus 
canadensis), Amur honeysuckle 
(Lonicera maackii), and henbit 
deadnettle (Lamium amplexicaule). 

No 0.43

Pasture 

Intermediate disturbance/upland 
pasture area disturbed by regular 
cattle grazing and mowing for hay. 
Upland grasses dominate the area such 
as tall fescue (Schedonorus 
arundinacea) and Canada wild rye. 

No 3.28 

Total 3.71 

3.2 WETLANDS 

Stantec completed field surveys within the Project area on January 28, 2016, for wetlands. No 
wetlands were observed within the Project area. 
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3.3 STREAMS 

Stantec completed field surveys within the Project area on January 28, 2016, for waterbodies 
(streams). No streams were observed within the Project area. 
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4.0 Conclusions and Recommendations 

Stantec conducted a wetland and waterbodies delineation and a preliminary habitat assessment 
for threatened and endangered species or their habitats within the Project area on January 28, 
2016.  During the field surveys, no wetlands or waterbodies were identified within the Project area.   

The Project area includes potentially suitable habitat for the black bear and the regal fritillary. 
However, no occurrences of the black bear or the regal fritillary are known from the Project area 
or a one-mile radius of it, according to correspondence received from the ODNR (Appendix B). 
Additionally, due to the mobility of the black bear and frequent cattle disturbances, this project is 
not likely to impact either of these species. No occurrences or sign of these species were 
encountered during the field survey. 

The Project area does not contain potential roost trees or hibernacula for the Indiana bat or the 
northern long-eared bat and no tree clearing is proposed by AEP for this project.  Additionally, the 
ODNR (Appendix B) has no records of these species within the Project area or a one-mile radius 
of it.  The ODNR recommended clearing potentially suitable Indiana bat roost trees between 
October 1 and March 31, to avoid potential adverse effects to this species. If suitable roost trees 
for the Indiana bat must be cut during the summer months, the ODNR recommended a bat mist 
net survey be conducted between June 1 and August 15, prior to any tree cutting (Appendix B).  

A request for environmental review letter was submitted to the ODNR – Office of Real Estate.  The 
ODNR response letter (Appendix B) stated that due to the location, and that there is no in-water 
work proposed in a perennial stream of sufficient size, this project is not likely to impact the state-
listed endangered eastern hellbender or state-listed threatened and endangered species of fish 
and mussels. The ODNR also stated that the project is not likely to impact the eastern spadefoot 
toad or timber rattlesnake due to the location, habitat at the Project site and within the vicinity of 
the Project area, and the type of work proposed.  The ODNR is also unaware of any unique 
ecological sites, geological features, animal assemblages, scenic rivers, state wildlife areas, nature 
preserves, parks or forests, national wildlife refuges, or other protected natural areas within the 
Project area or a one-mile radius of it (Appendix B). 

A technical assistance letter was submitted to the USFWS.  The USFWS response letter (Appendix 
B) indicated that, due to the project type, size, location, and the proposed implementation of 

and March 31) to avoid impacts to Indiana bats and northern long-eared bats, they do not 
anticipate adverse effects to any federally endangered, threatened, proposed or candidate 
species.   

Additionally, the USFWS indicated that there are no federal wilderness areas, wildlife refuges, or 
designated critical habitat within the vicinity of the Project area (Appendix B). The USFWS 
recommended that impacts to wetlands and other water resources be avoided or minimized to 
the fullest extent possible, and that best management practices be utilized to minimize erosion 
and sedimentation. 
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Figures 

A.1 FIGURE 1 – PROJECT LOCATION MAP 
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A.2 FIGURE 2 – WETLAND AND WATERBODY DELINEATION MAP 
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A.3 FIGURE 3 – HABITAT ASSESSMENT MAP
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 Agency Correspondence 



 

 
 
 
 

Ohio Division of Wildlife 
Raymond W. Petering, Chief 

2045 Morse Rd., Bldg. G 
Columbus, OH 43229-6693 

Phone: (614) 265-6300 
 

 
 
     February 3, 2016 
 
 
Jesse Binau 
Stantec Consulting, Inc. 
11687 Lebanon Rd. 
Cincinnati, OH 45241 
 
Dear Mr. Binau, 
 

I have reviewed the Natural Heritage Database for the Levee Station Line Extension project area, 
including a one mile radius, in Marietta Township, Washington County, Ohio.  The numbers/letters on the 
list below correspond to the areas marked on the accompanying map.  Common name, scientific name 
and status are given for each species. 
 
A.  Marietta State Nursery – ODNR Division of Forestry 
1.  Ammocrypta pellucida – Eastern Sand Darter, species of concern 
2.  Scaphiopus holbrookii – Eastern Spadefoot, endangered 
 
 We are unaware of any unique ecological sites, geologic features, animal assemblages, scenic 
rivers, state wildlife areas, nature preserves or parks or national wildlife refuges, parks or forests within a 
one mile radius of the project area. 
 
 Our inventory program has not completely surveyed Ohio and relies on information supplied by 
many individuals and organizations.  Therefore, a lack of records for any particular area is not a 
statement that rare species or unique features are absent from that area.  This letter only represents a 
review of rare species and natural features data within the Ohio Natural Heritage Database.  It does not 
fulfill coordination under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) or the Fish and Wildlife 
Coordination Act (48 Stat. 401, as amended; 16 U.S. C. 661 et seq.) and does not supersede or replace 
the regulatory authority of any local, state or federal agency nor relieve the applicant of the obligation to 
comply with any local, state or federal laws or regulations. 
 

Please contact me at 614-265-6818 if I can be of further assistance. 
 
     Sincerely, 

      
 
     Debbie Woischke 
     Ohio Natural Heritage Program 
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Office of Real Estate 

Paul R. Baldridge, Chief 
2045 Morse Road – Bldg. E-2 

Columbus, OH  43229 
Phone:  (614) 265-6649 

Fax: (614) 267-4764 
 

March 2, 2016 
 
Jesse Binau 
Stantec 
11687 Lebanon Road  
Cincinnati OH 45241-2012 
 
Re: 16-078; Request for Environmental Review, AEP Line Extension Project (Levee Station) 
  
Project: The proposed project involves the constructing an extension to an existing electric 
transmission line to energize a new distribution station (Levee Station). 
 
Location: The proposed project is located in Marietta Township, Washington County, Ohio. 
 
The Ohio Department of Natural Resources (ODNR) has completed a review of the above 
referenced project.  These comments were generated by an inter-disciplinary review within the 
Department. These comments have been prepared under the authority of the Fish and Wildlife 
Coordination Act (48 Stat. 401, as amended; 16 U.S.C. 661 et seq.), the National Environmental 
Policy Act, the Coastal Zone Management Act, Ohio Revised Code and other applicable laws and 
regulations. These comments are also based on ODNR’s experience as the state natural resource 
management agency and do not supersede or replace the regulatory authority of any local, state or 
federal agency nor relieve the applicant of the obligation to comply with any local, state or federal 
laws or regulations.   
 
Natural Heritage Database: The Natural Heritage Database has the following data at or within a 
one mile radius of the project area: 
 
Eastern sand darter (Ammocrypta pellucida), State species of concern 
Eastern spadefoot (Scaphiopus holbrookii), State endangered 
Marietta State Nursery – ODNR Division of Forestry 
 
We are unaware of any unique ecological sites, geologic features, animal assemblages, scenic 
rivers, state wildlife areas, nature preserves, national wildlife refuges, state or national parks or 
national forests within the project area.  The review was performed on the project area you 
specified in your request as well as an additional one mile radius.  Records searched date from 
1980.  This information is provided to inform you of features present within your project area and 
vicinity.  Additional comments on some of the features may be found in pertinent sections below. 
 
Please note that Ohio has not been completely surveyed and we rely on receiving information from 
many sources.  Therefore, a lack of records for any particular area is not a statement that rare 
species or unique features are absent from that area.  Although all types of plant communities have 
been surveyed, we only maintain records on the highest quality areas. 
 



Fish and Wildlife: The Division of Wildlife (DOW) has the following comments. 
 
The DOW recommends that impacts to streams, wetlands and other water resources be avoided 
and minimized to the fullest extent possible, and that best management practices be utilized to 
minimize erosion and sedimentation. 
 
The project is within the range of the Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), a state endangered and federally 
endangered species. The following species of trees have relatively high value as potential Indiana 
bat roost trees to include: shagbark hickory (Carya ovata), shellbark hickory (Carya laciniosa), 
bitternut hickory (Carya cordiformis), black ash (Fraxinus nigra), green ash (Fraxinus 
pennsylvanica), white ash (Fraxinus americana), shingle oak (Quercus imbricaria), northern red 
oak (Quercus rubra), slippery elm (Ulmus rubra), American elm (Ulmus americana), eastern 
cottonwood (Populus deltoides), silver maple (Acer saccharinum), sassafras (Sassafras albidum), 
post oak (Quercus stellata), and white oak (Quercus alba).  Indiana bat roost trees consists of trees 
that include dead and dying trees with exfoliating bark, crevices, or cavities in upland areas or 
riparian corridors and living trees with exfoliating bark, cavities, or hollow areas formed from 
broken branches or tops. However, Indiana bats are also dependent on the forest structure 
surrounding roost trees. If suitable habitat occurs within the project area, the DOW recommends 
trees be conserved.  If suitable habitat occurs within the project area and trees must be cut, the 
DOW recommends cutting occur between October 1 and March 31.  If suitable trees must be cut 
during the summer months, the DOW recommends a net survey be conducted between June 1 and 
August 15, prior to any cutting.  Net surveys should incorporate either nine net nights per square 
0.5 kilometer of project area, or four net nights per kilometer for linear projects. If no tree removal 
is proposed, this project is not likely to impact this species. 
 
The project is within the range of the sheepnose (Plethobasus cyphyus), a state endangered and 
federally endangered mussel, the fanshell (Cyprogenia stegaria), a state endangered and federally 
endangered mussel, the pink mucket (Lampsilis orbiculata), a state endangered and federally 
endangered mussel, the snuffbox (Epioblasma triquetra), a state endangered and federally 
endangered mussel, the washboard (Megalonaias nervosa), a state endangered mussel, the 
butterfly (Ellipsaria lineolata), a state endangered mussel, the elephant-ear (Elliptio crassidens), a 
state endangered mussel, the long-solid (Fusconaia maculata maculata), a state endangered 
mussel, the sharp-ridged pocketbook (Lampsilis ovata), a state endangered mussel, the Ohio pigtoe 
(Pleurobema cordatum), a state endangered mussel, the pyramid pigtoe (Pleurobema rubrum), a 
state endangered mussel, the monkeyface (Quadrula metanevra), a state endangered mussel, the 
black sandshell (Ligumia recta), a state threatened mussel, the threehorn wartyback (Obliquaria 
reflexa), a state threatened mussel, and the fawnsfoot (Truncilla donaciformis), a state threatened 
mussel.  Due to the location, and that there is no in-water work proposed in a perennial stream of 
sufficient size, this project is not likely to impact these species. 
 
The project is within the range of the blue sucker (Cycleptus elongatus), a state endangered fish 
and a Federal species of concern, the western banded killifish (Fundulus diaphanus menona), a 
state endangered fish, the northern madtom (Noturus stigmosus), a state endangered fish, the Ohio 
lamprey (Ichthyomyzon bdellium), a state endangered fish, the paddlefish (Polyodon spathula) a 
state threatened fish, the mountain madtom (Noturus eleutherus), a state threatened fish, the river 
darter (Percina shumardi), a state threatened fish, the mountain madtom (Noturus eleutherus), a 
state threatened fish, the channel darter (Percina copelandi), a state threatened fish, and the 
Tippecanoe darter (Etheostoma tippecanoe), a state threatened fish. The DOW recommends no in-
water work in perennial streams from April 15 through June 30 to reduce impacts to indigenous 
aquatic species and their habitat.  If no in-water work is proposed in a perennial stream, this 
project is not likely to impact these species. 



The project is within the range of the timber rattlesnake (Crotalus horridus horridus), a state 
endangered species, and a federal species of concern.  The timber rattlesnake is a woodland 
species, utilizing dry slopes and rocky outcrops. In addition to using wooded areas, the timber 
rattlesnake utilizes sunlit gaps in the canopy for basking and deep rock crevices for overwintering.  
Due to the location, the type of habitat present at the project site, and the type of work proposed, 
this project is not likely to impact this species. 

The project is within the range of the eastern hellbender (Cryptobranchus alleganiensis 
alleganiensis), a state endangered species and a federal species of concern.  Due to the location, 
and that there is no in-water work proposed in a perennial stream of sufficient size to provide 
suitable habitat, this project is not likely to impact this species.  

The project is within the range of the eastern spadefoot toad (Scaphiopus holbrookii), a state 
endangered species.  This species is found in areas of sandy soils that are associated with river 
valleys.  Breeding habitats may include flooded agricultural fields or other water holding 
depressions.  Due to the location, the habitat at the project site and within the vicinity of the 
project area, and the type of work proposed, this project is not likely to impact this species.   

The project is within the range of the black bear (Ursus americanus), a state endangered species.  
Due to the mobility of this species, this project is not likely to impact this species. 

Due to the potential of impacts to federally listed species, as well as to state listed species, we 
recommend that this project be coordinated with the U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service. 

ODNR appreciates the opportunity to provide these comments. Please contact John Kessler at 
(614) 265-6621 if you have questions about these comments or need additional information. 

John Kessler 
ODNR Office of Real Estate 
2045 Morse Road, Building E-2 
Columbus, Ohio 43229-6693 
John.Kessler@dnr.state.oh.us 



From: susan_zimmermann@fws.gov [mailto:susan_zimmermann@fws.gov] On Behalf Of Ohio, FW3 
Sent: Thursday, March 03, 2016 8:34 AM 
To: Binau, Jesse 
Subject: AEP - Levee Station Project and the Levee Line Extension, Washington Co. OH 
 

 
 
 
TAILS# 03E15000-2016-TA-0711 
 
Dear Mr. Binau, 
 

We have received your recent correspondence regarding potential impacts to federally listed 
species in the vicinity of the above referenced project.  There are no federal wilderness areas, 
wildlife refuges or designated critical habitat within the vicinity of the project area.  We 
recommend that proposed activities minimize water quality impacts, including fill in streams and 
wetlands.  Best management practices should be utilized to minimize erosion and sedimentation. 

  

FEDERALLY LISTED, PROPOSED, AND CANDIDATE SPECIES COMMENTS:  Due to the 
project type, size, location, and the proposed implementation of seasonal tree cutting (clearing of 

Indiana bats and northern long-eared bats, we do not anticipate adverse effects to any federally 
endangered, threatened, proposed or candidate species.  Should the project design change, or 
during the term of this action, additional information on listed or proposed species or their 
critical habitat become available, or if new information reveals effects of the action that were not 

initiated to assess any potential impacts. 

  

If there is a federal nexus for the project (e.g., federal funding provided, federal permits required 

ice and the federal action 
agency, is completed.  We recommend that the federal action agency submit a determination of 
effects to this office, relative to the Indiana bat and northern long-eared bat, for our review and 
concurrence. 

These comments have been prepared under the authority of the Fish and Wildlife Coordination Act (48 Stat. 
401, as amended; 16 U.S.C. 661 et seq.), ESA, and are consistent with the intent of the National 
Environmental Policy Act of 1969 and the Service's Mitigation Policy.  This letter provides technical assistance 
only and does not serve as a completed section 7 consultation document.  We recommend that the project be 
coordinated with the Ohio Department of Natural Resources due to the potential for the project to affect state 



listed species and/or state lands.  Contact John Kessler, Environmental Services Administrator, at (614) 265-
6621 or at john.kessler@dnr.state.oh.us. 

If you have questions, or if we can be of further assistance in this matter, please contact our office at (614) 
416-8993 or ohio@fws.gov.    

Sincerely, 

Dan Everson 

Field Office Supervisor 
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Representative Photographs



AEP Ohio Transmission Company, Inc. 
 138 kV 

Line Extension Project 
Washington County, Ohio 

Photographs Taken January 28, 2016 

Photograph 1.  View of pasture habitat and existing AEP electric transmission line right-of-way 
(ROW).  Photo taken facing east. 

Photograph 2.  View of pasture habitat and existing AEP electric transmission line ROW.  Photo 
taken facing north. 



AEP Ohio Transmission Company, Inc. 
38 kV 

Line Extension Project 
Washington County, Ohio 

Photographs Taken January 28, 2016 

Photograph 3. View of pasture habitat.  Photo taken facing south. 

Photograph 4. View of pasture habitat.  Photo taken facing west.



AEP Ohio Transmission Company, Inc. 
 138 kV 

Line Extension Project  
Washington County, Ohio 

Photographs Taken January 28, 2016 

Photograph 5. View of pasture habitat.  Photo taken facing east. 

Photograph 6. View of pasture habitat and existing AEP electric transmission line ROW.  Photo 
taken facing north.



AEP Ohio Transmission Company, Inc. 
 138 kV 

Line Extension Project 
Washington County, Ohio 

Photographs Taken January 28, 2016 

Photograph 7. View of pasture habitat.  Photo taken facing south. 

Photograph 8. View of pasture habitat.  Photo taken facing west.



AEP Ohio Transmission Company, Inc. 
 138 kV 

Line Extension Project 
Washington County, Ohio 

Photographs Taken January 28, 2016 

Photograph 9. View of pasture habitat.  Photo taken facing north. 

Photograph 10. View of existing oil/gas well within the Project area.  Photo taken facing west. 



AEP Ohio Transmission Company, Inc. 
38 kV 

Line Extension Project 
Washington County, Ohio 

Photographs Taken January 28, 2016 

Photograph 11. View of existing oil/gas well separator site within the Project area.  Photo 
taken facing west.

Photograph 12. View of pasture and existing oil/gas well.  Photo taken facing east. 



AEP Ohio Transmission Company, Inc. 
38 kV 

Line Extension Project 
Washington County, Ohio 

Photographs Taken January 28, 2016 

Photograph 13. View of pasture habitat.  Photo taken facing north.

Photograph 14. View of pasture habitat.  Photo taken facing south.



AEP Ohio Transmission Company, Inc. 
138 kV 

Line Extension Project 
Washington County, Ohio 

Photographs Taken January 28, 2016 

Photograph 15. View of pasture habitat. Photo taken facing west.
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This foregoing document was electronically filed with the Public Utilities 
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in

Case No(s). 17-1098-EL-BNR

Summary: Notice of Construction electronically filed by Mr. Hector  Garcia on behalf of AEP
Ohio Transmission Company




