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INTRODUCTION 

 
 

Rail Division 
 
The Public Utilities Commission of Ohio (PUCO) works with local highway authorities 
and communities to provide safety for the citizens of Ohio at highway-railroad grade 
crossings.  
 
The PUCO has the statutory authority to regulate and promote the welfare and safety 
of railroad employees and the traveling public pursuant to Ohio Revised Code (ORC) 
§4905.471. 
 
The PUCO has the authority to close public at grade crossings pursuant to ORC 
§§4907.474 and 4907.475. These sections set forth a variety of factors to be 
considered by the Commission in determining whether there is a demonstrable need 
for any public grade crossing to exist and whether any such crossing could be closed 
to vehicular traffic and/or pedestrian traffic and the travel over the grade crossing 
diverted to other grade crossings. 
 
The PUCO is responsible for evaluating public highway railroad grade crossings to 
determine the need for upgrading the warning devices and apportioning the cost 
thereof pursuant to ORC §4907.471. 
 
The PUCO has the authority under ORC §4511.63(B) to declare a grade crossing 
exempt, whereby vehicles normally required to stop at a grade crossing, under that 
title and Code of Federal Regulations Title 49, §392.10, would be able to proceed 
through the crossing without stopping. 
 
The PUCO enforces all aspects of the Federal Railroad Administration regulations 
through inspections and evaluations of Ohio’s public highway railroad grade 
crossings. 
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DESCRIPTION OF RAILROAD 
 
The Michigan Southern Railroad Company d/b/a Napoleon, Defiance & Western 
Railway (NDW) is a wholly owned subsidiary of Pioneer Railcorp. They operate 53 
miles of track running from Woodburn, Indiana eastward to Liberty Center, Ohio. 
They interconnect with Norfolk Southern Railway in Woodburn, Indiana and CSX 
Transportation in Defiance, Ohio. In Ohio, they can serve the communities of 
Antwerp, Cecil, Defiance, Jewell, Okolona, Napoleon, and Liberty Center. 
 
 

PROJECT DESCRIPTION 
 
NDW has been working to discontinue service and close seven crossings on 5.43 
miles of line located between Napoleon and Liberty Center, Ohio. The project will be 
to remove the tracks from the roadway surface and to remove all existing warning 
devices from all seven crossings. No roadway closures will take place the crossings 
will only be closed to train traffic. 
 
Background Information 
 
On August 12, 2016, NDW petitioned the Surface Transportation Board (STB) to 
grant an exemption under 49 USC 10502 from the provisions of 49 USC 10903 to 
discontinue rail service over this portion of their line. On November 16, 2016, the 
STB granted this exemption and it became effective on December 16, 2016. (See 
Attachment A for a copy of the STB Order) 
 
The following open public crossings are located on this segment of line: 

 USDOT# Milepost Street Highway City County 

477627F 29.24 W MAPLE   LIBERTY CENTER            HEN 

477628M 29.63 KLINE AVE CR8 LIBERTY CENTER            HEN 

477630N 0 CR 9 CR9 LIBERTY CENTER HEN 

477632C 31.59 CR S CRS LIBERTY CENTER            HEN 

477633J 31.86 TR 10 TR10 LIBERTY CENTER            HEN 

477635X 32.97 TR 11 TR11 NAPOLEON                  HEN 

477636E 33.39 US 6 US24 NAPOLEON                  HEN 

 
The decision to discontinue service on this portion of the line comes from the Ohio 
Department of Transportation’s (ODOT) desire to close the US 6/US 24 crossing 
after two accidents in 2015.  
  

• In June 2015, a truck carrying hazardous materials crashed at the crossing, 
creating a hazmat spill. The truck driver was injured. 

• In July 2015, traffic was stopped at the grade crossing due to a passing train. 
A semi-truck rear-ended another tractor trailer and the driver was killed. 
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On June 6, 2016, ODOT entered into an agreement with the Ohio Rail Development 
Commission (ORDC) and the NDW to discontinue service on this segment of line 
and close to train traffic the seven crossings listed above that were open public 
crossings on the rail segment. The railroad used this portion of the line to store rail 
cars. The agreement allows for additional rail to be built south of US 6/ US 24 
crossing to handle this need for the railroad. Please note that on Page 2 of the 
agreement three crossings are identified that have already been closed. (See 
attachment B for a copy of the agreement) 
 
Now that the discontinuance of service has been approved by the STB and the 
Agreement between the parties has been put in place, they want to move forward 
with the project. (See attachment C for a copy of letter from ORDC asking to move 
forward with closure of the crossings) 
 
The local highway authorities are supportive of this project. Attached are letters from 
the Henry County Engineer, the Village of Liberty Center, and an e-mail from the 
Henry County Engineer that acknowledges that they handle engineering matters for 
the townships in Henry County. (Please see attachments D, E, & F) 
 
Additional Project Facts 
 

1) These grade crossings will be closed to train traffic, the rails removed and the 
crossing surface roadway restored so that the vehicular traffic on all seven 
roadways is not affected. 

2) Given the fact that the grade crossings will be eliminated, there will be no 
need for warning devices. No trains will be operating on the line. 

3) All seven crossings will be closed in our state database and the Federal 
Railroad Administration database.  

4) The US 6/US 24 crossing was made exempt in Case # 05-738-RR-RCP on 
August 10, 2005. This was due to the lack of train traffic and the concern about 
rear end collisions for traffic stopping at this crossing.   
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Crossings where Service has been Discontinued 
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Pictures of Crossings where Service has been Discontinued 

 
South Side US6/US 24 Crossing DOT#477-636E 
 

 
North Side US6/US 24 Crossing DOT#477-636E 
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TR 11 Crossing DOT#477-635X 
 
 

 
TR 10 Crossing DOT#477-633J 
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CR S Crossing DOT#477-632C 
 

 
CR 9 Crossing DOT#477-630N 
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CR 8 Klein Avenue Crossing DOT#477-628M 
 
 

 
W. Maple Street Crossing DOT#477-627F 
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V  STAFF RECOMENDATIONS 

 
PUCO Rail Staff recommends the following actions be taken: 
 
1) Approve the agreement to close the crossings to train traffic. 

 
2) Since the US 6/US 24 crossing is exempt from having certain vehicles stop at the 

crossing, the railroad could remove the warning devices (flashing lights) at the US 
6/US 24 crossing prior to the removal of the tracks. Exempt signage must remain 
in place until the tracks have been removed from the roadway surface. The track 
removal and restoration of the roadway surface will take place in the spring once 
weather permits. 
 

3) Allow for the removal of the warning devices at the other six crossings only after 
the tracks have been removed from the roadway and the pavement has been 
restored. 
 

4) Require staff to conduct a final inspection to verify removal of tracks and warning 
devices. Staff should then close the crossings in the PUCO crossing database. 
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VI  OTHER INFORMATION 
 

Ohio’s Rail Grade Crossing Programs 
 
Ohio is a national leader in terms of railroad operations. Ohio is home to nearly 40 
railroads that operate thousands of trains in Ohio every day over approximately 
5,300 miles of track and 5,800 public grade crossings. The Public Utilities 
Commission of Ohio (PUCO) is the state agency with regulatory authority over 
railroads operating in Ohio. The Commission works in partnership with the Federal 
Railroad Administration to ensure that rail operations and infrastructure are safe and 
in compliance with federal and state regulations. 
 
In addition to central office planners and other support staff, the PUCO employs 
federally certified railroad inspectors throughout Ohio. These inspectors respond to 
inquiries and complaints and conduct specialized inspections of railroad tracks and 
equipment, rail operations, hazardous material transportation, and grade crossing 
signal circuitry. The inspectors also monitor railroad rights-of-way and grade 
crossings for: surface conditions, view obstructions, fencing and drainage concerns. 
Additionally, inspections are conducted on railroad equipment at rail yards and other 
facilities and they review safety concerns of both the PUCO and railroad employees. 
 
 

Safety is our highest priority 
 
Grade crossing safety is one of the PUCO’s highest priorities, and we are proud of 
our accomplishments. Since 1990, motor vehicle/train crashes at grade crossings in 
Ohio have declined by 66 percent and the number of fatalities has dropped by 77 
percent. This dramatic improvement has been achieved during a period of steady 
increase in the amount of train traffic and in the number of registered motor vehicles 
and licensed drivers in Ohio. Over the past 15 years, the PUCO has participated in 
the installation of lights and gates at more than 1,900 grade crossings across Ohio. 
We look forward to working with your community to help make grade crossings as 
safe as possible. 
 

Questions or Concerns? 
 

Call the Ohio Rail Hotline at (866) 814-RAIL or log on to www.OhioRail.ohio.gov for 
answers to all of your railroad crossing needs. 

 
 
 
 
  

http://www.ohiorail.ohio.gov/
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ATTACHMENT C





ATTACHMENT D



ATTACHMENT E



ATTACHMENT F



The Public Utilities Commission of Ohio 
Asim Z. Haque, Chairman  

 
180 E. Broad Street, Columbus, Ohio 43215-3793  

(800) 686-PUCO (7826)  
 

An Equal Opportunity Employer and Service Provider 
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