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Freedom Caucus opposes
House Republican gun bill
Move puts Speaker Ryan in a tough situation
ASSOCIATED PRESS

WASHINGTON — Conser-
vative opposition put a House
Republican gun and anti-ter-
rorism bill in jeopardy Wed-
nesday, delivering an embar-
rassing slap to Speaker Paul
Ryan and his effort to mount a
legislative response to last
month’s Orlando mass shoot-
ing.

Even as Democrats casti-
gated the election-year GOP
measure as ineffective and
demanded votes on their own
gun curb plans, the often defi-
ant House Freedom Caucus
said it opposed the Republi-
can package. The group has
about 40 members, and with
solid Democratic opposition,
GOP leaders would lack the
votes to move the bill for-
ward.

Despite the National Rifle
Association’s endorsement of
similar GOP legislation in the
Senate, the Freedom Caucus
complained that the House
bill, which Mr. Ryan has been
pushing, did not adequately
protect gun owners’ rights.
They also said its anti-terror
provisions, chiefly creating a
new federal office focused on
“radical Islamist terrorism”
within the United States, did
not go far enough.

One dissident conservative,
Rep. Dave Brat (R., Va.), said
the group objected most
strongly to the measure’s
anti-terror provisions and
said fixing them would be “a
heavy lift.” He and others said
talks were ongoing, and it
seemed possible the bill
would be broken into two
pieces.

Mr. Ryan (R., Wis.) told re-
porters, “We’re going to get it
right, and we’re going to do it
when we’re ready.”

Conservative upheaval
against Mr. Ryan has been
less frequent and vitriolic
than it was against his prede-
cessor as speaker, John Boeh-

ner (R., Ohio), whose retire-
ment was hastened by the
conservatives.

Even so, their opposition
comes on an issue that’s been
propelled back into promi-
nence by last month’s car-
nage at a gay nightclub in Or-
lando, Fla., when 49 victims
died, the worst mass-shooting
in modern American history.
Mr.  Ryan would l ike to
demonstrate that the GOP
can act.

Underscoring the pressure
on GOP leaders, a mere vote
on the Republican measure
would be a departure: Since
the 2012 slaying of school
children in Newtown, Conn.,
Republicans have not brought
any legislation broadly re-
stricting guns to the House
floor.

The internal GOP turmoil
endangered a measure that
has become a partisan battle-
field over gun control and ter-

rorism. Two weeks after stag-
ing a House floor sit-in to dra-
matize their demands, Demo-
crats are pressing for votes on
two amendments: One to
broaden background checks
for gun buyers, the other to
ban many firearms sales to
suspected terrorists.

Mr. Ryan has so far turned
aside the Democrats’ de-
mands for votes.

At a rally on the Capitol
steps, House Democratic
leader Nancy Pelosi of Cali-
fornia said Democrats want
“real action, not a bill written
by the gun lobby.”

“We don’t know what form
it’s going to take, but stay
tuned,” Rep. John Lewis (D.,
Ga.), a leader of last month’s
House sit-in, said about fu-
ture Democratic actions.

For now, Democrats are
letting the House conduct
regular legislative business
without disruptions.

Justice Dept. opens investigation
into deadly La. police shooting
Swift action aimed at keeping peace amid protests
ASSOCIATED PRESS
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In this photo made from video, Alton Sterling is held by two
Baton Rouge police officers outside a convenience store.
Moments later, one of the officers shot and killed Sterling.

BATON ROUGE — In a swift
move by authorities to keep
tensions from boiling over, the
U.S.  Justice Department
launched a civil rights investi-
gation Wednesday into the
video-recorded killing of a
black man who was shot as he
scuffled with two white police
officers on the pavement out-
side a convenience store.

A law en-
forcement offi-
cial said a gun
was taken from
37-year-old Al-
ton Sterling af-
ter  he was
kil led early
Tuesday in the
parking lot

where he regularly sold home-
made music CDs from a fold-
ing table. The official was not
authorized to discuss the in-
vestigation and spoke on con-
dition of anonymity.

But it was not clear from the
murky cell-phone footage
whether Mr. Sterling had the
gun in his hand or was reach-
ing for it when he was shot.
And a witness said he saw po-
lice pull a gun from Mr. Ster-
ling’s pocket after the shoot-
ing.

The shooting in the Louisi-
ana capital — and the shock-
ing video that soon went viral
— set off angry protests in the
city’s black community and
brought calls for an outside in-
vestigation. It came at a time
when law enforcement officers
across the country are under
close scrutiny over what some
see as indiscriminate use of
deadly force against blacks.

Moving quickly just one day
after the shooting, Democratic
Gov. John Bel Edwards asked
the Justice Department to take
the lead in the investigation.

“I have very serious con-
cerns. The video is disturbing,
to say the least,” the governor
said.

Mr. Edwards also met with
black community leaders to
reassure them about the inves-
tigation and to ask their help in
keeping protests peaceful. He
expressed hope that once the

community sees that the
shooting is “going to be inves-
tigated impartially, profession-
ally, and thoroughly” by the
Justice Department, “the ten-
sions will ease.”

Baton Rouge Police Chief
Carl Dabadie, Jr., said that Mr.
Sterling was armed — Chief
Dabadie didn’t specify the type
of weapon — but that there are
still questions about what hap-
pened.

“Like you, there is a lot that
we do not understand. And at
this point, like you, I am de-
manding answers,” Chief
Dabadie said, calling the
shooting a “horrible tragedy.”

Early Tuesday, a person
called the police to report that
a black man selling music CDs
outside the Triple S Food Mart
on North Foster Drive had
threatened him with a gun, the
police department said.

Two officers arrived and
confronted Mr. Sterling at
about 12:35 a.m.

In the cell-phone video
taken by a community activist
and posted online, one of the
officers tackled Mr. Sterling,
and the two officers pinned
him to the pavement.

Someone yelled, “He’s got a
gun! Gun!” and one officer
pulled his weapon from his
holster. After some shouting,
what sounded like a gunshot
could be heard. The camera
pulled away, and then there

are more apparent gunshots.
Police said they have dash-

cam video, bodycam video,
and store surveillance footage
of the shooting that will be
turned over to the Justice
Department.

The officers, identified by
the chief as Blane Salamoni, a
four-year member of the de-
partment, and Howie Lake II,
who has been on the force for
three years, were placed on
administrative leave, standard
department procedure.

The store owner, Abdullah
Muflahi, told the Advocate
newspaper that Mr. Sterling
was not holding a gun during
the shooting but that he saw
officers remove one from his
pocket afterward.

Hundreds protested Tues-
day night.

On Wednesday, Quinyetta
McMillon, the mother of Mr.
Sterling’s teenage son, trem-
bled as she read a statement
outside City Hall, where a few
dozen protesters and commu-
nity leaders had assembled.
Her son, Cameron, 15, broke
down in tears and was led
away sobbing as his mother
spoke.

She described Mr. Sterling
as “a man who simply tried to
earn a living to take care of his
children.”

Baton Rouge, a city of about
229,000, is 54 percent black,
according to census data.
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Protesters march outside the Triple S convenience store in Baton Rouge. Alton Sterling was
shot and killed outside the store Tuesday by Baton Rouge police.
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