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1. Q. Please state your name and your business address. 1 

 A. My name is Tamara S. Turkenton.  My business address is 180 East Broad 2 

Street, Columbus, Ohio 43215. 3 

 4 

2. Q. By whom are you employed and in what capacity? 5 

 A.  I am employed by the Public Utilities Commission of Ohio as Chief of the 6 

Regulatory Services Division of the Rates and Analysis Department.   7 

 8 

3. Q. Please briefly summarize your educational background and work experi-9 

ence.  10 

 A. I am a licensed CPA in the State of Ohio and received a Bachelor of 11 

Business Administration in Finance and Business Pre-Law (BBA) from 12 

Ohio University.  I also received a Master of Business Administration 13 

(MBA) degree from Capital University and a Master of Tax Laws (MT) 14 

degree from Capital Law School.   15 

 16 

  I have been employed by the Commission since June 1994 and involved in 17 

the Electric Fuel Component (EFC) section, the Telecommunications sec-18 

tion, the Competitive Retail Electric Service (CRES) section working on 19 

electric deregulation and Senate Bill (SB) 3, and the Rates and Tariffs 20 

section working on electric utility rates, tariffs, and rules.  In April 2009, I 21 

was assigned to the Accounting and Electricity Division working on many 22 
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aspects of SB 221.  I currently serve as the Chief of the Regulatory Services 1 

Division of the Rates and Analysis Department. 2 

 3 

4. Q. Have you testified in prior proceedings before the Commission?  4 

 A. Yes.  5 

 6 

5. Q. What is the purpose of your rehearing testimony in this proceeding?  7 

 A.  My testimony addresses Staff’s proposal to institute a new Distribution 8 

Modernization Rider per Ohio Revised Code (R.C.) 4928.143(B)(2)(h) and 9 

revisit the Ohio Edison Company, the Cleveland Electric Illuminating 10 

Company and the Toledo Edison Company’s (collectively, the Companies’) 11 

election of an Electric Security Plan (ESP), rather than a Market Rate Offer 12 

(MRO).  In support of this position, I have reviewed the testimony of Staff 13 

witnesses Hisham Choueiki and Joseph Buckley to determine if the 14 

elements of the new proposal are more favorable to customers in the aggre-15 

gate than the expected results that would otherwise apply under an MRO.  16 

 17 

Comparison between the ESP and the MRO 18 

6.  Q.  Do you believe the proposed ESP is more favorable in the aggregate than 19 

an MRO? 20 

 A.  Yes, when provisions of the Commission approved ESP IV are considered 21 

along with the Staff proposal to implement a new Distribution Moderniza-22 
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tion Rider recently proposed in this case, Staff believes the ESP application 1 

is more favorable in the aggregate than an MRO application would be. 2 

 3 

7. Q.  Please describe what you have considered from a quantitative basis in 4 

regard to the ESP verses MRO test.  5 

 A.  In the Commission’s Opinion and Order, dated March 31, 2016 (O&O), on 6 

pages 118-119, the approved Stipulated ESP IV included $51.1M in quan-7 

titative benefits for an ESP over an MRO. These benefits are funded by 8 

shareholders over an eight year period and will be used for economic 9 

development, low-income customers and a customer advisory agency, in 10 

the Companies’ service territory.   11 

 12 

8. Q.  Please, briefly discuss the proposed Staff recommendation pertaining to a 13 

new Distribution Modernization Rider and how it affects the outcome of 14 

the ESP verses MRO test.  15 

 A.  As discussed by Staff witnesses Choueiki and Buckley, the Staff is propos-16 

ing to provide the Companies’ with additional distribution revenues of 17 

$131 million per year for three years to provide credit support in accessing 18 

the capital markets.  These revenues, which are costs to customers, would 19 

have no impact on the ESP verses MRO test since equivalent revenues 20 

could potentially be recovered through an MRO application under 21 
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R.C. 4928.142(D)(4) or an ESP application per R.C. 4928.143(B)(2)(h), as 1 

described by Staff witness Choueiki and Buckley.   2 

 3 

9. Q.  Please describe the qualitative benefits you considered in your conclusion. 4 

A. The Staff agrees with the qualitative benefits discussed by the Commission 5 

in its March 31, 2016, O&O. In addition, in R.C. 4928.02(C) and (D), the 6 

policy of the State is to encourage the modernization of the distribution 7 

grid, the offerings of innovative services, and the diversity of supply and 8 

suppliers.  The new Distribution Modernization Rider will further this 9 

policy by promoting modernization of the grid through the deployment of 10 

advanced technology and the continued promotion of competition by 11 

enabling competitive providers to offer innovative products and services to 12 

serve customers in Ohio.   13 

 14 

10. Q. Does this conclude your testimony? 15 

 A. Yes, it does.  However, I reserve the right to submit supplemental testi-16 

mony as described herein, as new information subsequently becomes avail-17 

able or in response to positions taken by other parties. 18 
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