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A report by the Staff of the 
Public Utilities Commission of Ohio 

PUCO Case No 15-369-RR-RCP 
In the Matter of a Request of Ohi-Rail Corp. to abandon and remove the grade 

crossing at Carrol County, near Minerva, Alliance Rd/SR 183, DOT# 503479K 

April 3, 2015 

Ohio Public Utilities 
Commission 



INTRODUCTION 

Rail Division 

The Public Utilities Commission of Ohio (PUCO) works with local highway authorities 
and communities to provide safety for the citizens of Ohio at highway-railroad grade 
crossings. 

The PUCO has the statutory authority to regulate and promote the welfare and safety of 
railroad employees and the traveling public pursuant to Ohio Revised Code Section 
4905.471; and 

The PUCO has the authority to close public at grade crossings pursuant to Ohio Revised 
Code Sections 4907.474 and 4907.475. The sections set forth a variety of factors to be 
considered by the Commission in determining whether there is a demonstrable need for 
any public grade crossing to exist and whether any such crossing could be closed to 
vehicular traffic, pedestrian traffic, or both and the travel over the grade crossing diverted 
to other grade crossings. 

The PUCO is responsible for evaluating public highway-railroad grade crossings to 
determine the need for upgrading the warning devices and apportioning the cost thereof 
pursuant to Ohio Revised Code Section 4907.471. 

The PUCO has the authority under Ohio Revised Code Section 4511.63 (B) to declare a 
grade crossing exempt, whereby vehicles normally required to stop at a grade crossing 
under that title and Code of Federal Regulations Title 49, 392.10 would be able to 
proceed through the crossing without stopping. 

The PUCO enforces all aspects of the Federal Railroad Administration regulations 
through inspections and evaluations of Ohio's public highway-railroad grade crossings. 



I. DESCRIPTION OF APPLICANT 

The Ohi-Rail Corp. (OHIC) operates over a 43 mile track system covering parts of 
Carroll, Harrison, and Jefferson Counties. Commodities transported include sand, 
condensates, plastics, and aluminum. 



II. PROJECT DESCRIPTION 

On February 19, 2015, OHIC filed a request with the Commission to abandon and 
remove a spur track crossing Alliance Rd/SR 183, DOT# 503479K, in Carroll 
County, near Minerva. 
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IV. 

PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF OHIO 
TRANSPORTATION DEPARTMENT 

RAIL DIVISION 

Date of Assignment: February 23,2015 

Date of Inspection: March 31,2014 

Subject: 15-0369-RR-RCP - Highway grade crossing removal. Alliance Road/SR 183, Minerva, Carroll 
County, Ohi- Rail Corp (OHIC) 

DOT #: 503479k 

FINDINGS 

On February 23, 2015 I was notified that Ohi-Rail Corporation had petitioned the Public Utilities 
Commission (PUCO) to remove the highway rail grade crossing located on Alliance Rd/SR 183. 

. I inspected the highway rail grade crossing which is located near Minerva. Upon inspection I found 
a two lane roadway that travels north and south and is intersected by a highway rail grade crossing owned by 
the Ohi-Rail Corp. The tracks intersect the roadway at M.P. 4.08 and run east and west. The crossing is an 
industrial spur track which currently has standard crossbucks with exempt signs as a passive highway rail 
grade crossing warning system. 

This crossing is part of an industrial spur that serviced the Summitville Tile Company. On 
September 8, 2004 the grade crossing was granted an exempt status by the PUCO under case 04-1072-RR-
RCP. This crossing has not seen any rail traffic in several years. The database shows a zero train count 
since 2007. 

The Ohio Department of Transportation (ODOT) is performing a resurfacing project on this section 
of roadway this summer. They have expressed an interest in working with the railroad to remove the grade 
crossing during this project to improve the roadway surface. ODOT has also stated if the crossing would 
ever need to be reinstalled to provide rail service to the company in the future they would not object to the 
highway rail grade crossing being reinstalled. 

15-0369-RR-RCP 



SUMMARY AND CONCLUSIONS 

On March 9, 2015 we received a letter from Summitville Tile in regards to the crossing removal. 
They are in agreement with removing the grade crossing surface and the discontinuance of rail service to 
their facility. 

On March 25,2015 I received an email from ODOT District 11. They agreed with assisting with the 
removal of the crossing during their repaving project. They also confirmed they would allow the crossing to 
be re-installed at a future date if the company needed rail service provided to them in the future. 

My investigation has revealed all parties involved appear to be in agreement with the removal of the 
grade crossing surface. ODOT has agreed to assist in the project and not hinder a future grade crossing if it 
is ever needed. My investigation did not reveal the removal would have any economic impact to any of the 
parties involved. It also does not appear the removal would affect any current or future intrastate or 
interstate commerce. 

RECOMMENDATIONS 

In view of the foregoing findings and conclusion, I recommend that this grade crossing be considered 
for removal and closure. 

Shawn Zurfley 
PUCO/FRA S&TC Rail Inspector 
Date: April 2, 2015 

10 



Email from ODOT 

Zurfley, Shawn 
From: Behrendt, Richard <Richard.Behrendt@dot.state.oh.us> 
Sent: Thursday, March 26, 2015 7:06 AM 
To: Warner, Scott; Zurfley, Shawn 
Cc: Beranek, Jason 
Subject: RE: state route 183 grade crossing (2) 
Shawn, 
As a further follow-up to Scott Warner's comments, the removal of the referenced at-grade 
crossing was initiated by 
ODOT as part of a bigger SR183 resurfacing project that will commence later this year. The 
crossing in question suffers 
from deferred maintenance, and with a new roadway surface to be installed, ODOT felt that in 
order to maintain a safe 
roadway surface and to maintain vehicle speed of the roadway, removal of the subject at-grade 
surface was warranted. 
ODOT negotiated terms w/Ohi-Rail in conjunction w/staff here at ORDC (who owns that portion of 
Ohi-Rail), with one of 
the requirements for Ohi-Rail to notify PUCO of its' pending removal, which they obviously have 
done....As we have done 
in the past, should the RR need to have the siding track reinstalled, ODOT will work w/the RR on 
reinstallation, if the need 
arises. 
Should you have any other questions or concerns, please don't hesitate to contact me either by 
phoneor by email... 
Richard Behrendt 
ODOT State Rail Coordinator/ Program Manager 
Ohio Dept. of Transportation 
ORDC Technical Project Manager 
Ohio Rail Development Commission 
1980W. Broad Street 
Mail Stop 3140 
Columbus, Ohio 43223 
Phone: 614-387-3097 (7am-330pm) 
Cell: 614-429-8432 
Email: richard.behrendt@dot.state.oh.us 
From: Warner, Scott 
Sent: Wednesday, March 25,2015 9:00 AM 
To: Zurfley, Shawn 
Cc: Beranek, Jason; Behrendt, Richard 
Subject: RE: state route 183 grade crossing 
Shawn, 
ODOT is aware of this and it will beourContractor removing this crossing with the paving 
project. ODOT has agreed to 
allowing the Railroad to install a new crossing at this same location in the future if the need 
would ever arise. 
Scott K. Warner, P.E. 
Planning Engineer & Railroad Coordinator 
ODOT District 11 
Planning & Engineering Department 
Phone: 330-308-7838 
From: Zurfley, Shawn 
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Sent: Wednesday, March 25, 2015 8:53 AM 
2 
To: Warner, Scott 
Subject: state route 183 grade crossing 
Mr. Warner, 
Ohi-Rail in Minerva has contacted our office in regards to removing the grade crossing in State 
Route 183 that 
leads to Summitville Tile. The railroad has stated that the crossing would be removed in 
conjunction with ODOTS paving 
project this summer. My biggest concern in regards to this request is the railroad has told the 
company that it will cost 
just as much to fix the grade crosssing as it will be to put it in as new crossing. Therefore it 
would be better for the 
company to remove the crossing now and just have it re-installed in the future if they ever 
decide to resume rail service. 
The railroad has stated that ODOT will allow the crossing to be reinstalled if rail service in the 
future would resume. 1 
wanted to check with you and see if this is In fact the case, I also wanted to make sure that 
ODOT is aware of this project 
and is willing to work with the railroad by paving through the crossing once the tracks are 
removed. If you have any 
questions please let me know. 
Thank you, 
Shawn Zurfley 
PUCO/FRA S&TC Rail Inspector 
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Ohio's Rail Grade Crossing Programs 

Ohio is a national leader in terms of railroad operations. Ohio is home to nearly 40 
railroads that operate thousands of trains in Ohio every day over approximately 5,200 
miles of track and 5,900 public grade crossings. The Public Utilities Commission of Ohio 
(PUCO) is the state agency with regulatory authority over railroads operating in Ohio. 
The Commission works in partnership with the Federal Railroad Administration to ensure 
that rail operations and infrastructure are safe and in compliance with federal and state 
regulations. 

In addition to central office planners and other support staff, the PUCO employs federally 
certified railroad inspectors throughout Ohio. These inspectors respond to inquiries and 
complaints and conduct specialized inspections of railroad tracks and equipment, rail 
operations, hazardous material transportation, and grade crossing signal circuitry. The 
inspectors also monitor railroad rights-of-way and grade crossings for surface conditions, 
view obstruction, fencing and drainage concerns, conditions on railroad equipment and at 
rail yards and other facilities, and related safety concerns of both the PUCO and railroad 
employees. 

PUCO inspectors investigate all grade crossing and railroad employee fatalities and 
monitor company inspections of rail bridges throughout the state. 

Safety is our highest priority 

Grade crossing safety is one of the PUCO's highest priorities, and we are proud of our 
accomplishments. Since 1990, motor vehicle/train crashes at grade crossings in Ohio 
have declined by 66 percent and the number of fatalities has dropped by 77 percent. This 
dramatic improvement has been achieved during a period of steady increase in the 
amount of train traffic and in the number of registered motor vehicles and licensed 
drivers in Ohio. Over the past 10 years, the PUCO has participated in the installation of 
lights and gates at more than 1,000 grade crossings across Ohio. We look forward to 
working with your community to help make grade crossings as safe as possible. 

Questions or Concerns? 

Call the Ohio Rail Hotline at (866) 814-RAIL or log on to www.OhioRail.ohio.gov for 
answers to all of your railroad crossing needs. 
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