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BEFORE THE POWER SITING BOARD OF THE STATE OF OHIO 

Members of the Board: 

Chairman, Public Utilities Commission  

Director, Development Services Agency  

Director, Department of Health    

Director, Department of Agriculture 

Director, Environmental Protection Agency 

Director, Department of Natural Resources 

Public Member 

                       

Ohio House of Representatives 

Ohio Senate 

 

 

To the Honorable Power Siting Board: 

Please review the attached Revisions to the Staff Report of Investigation, which have been filed 

in accordance with the Board’s rules. The accelerated certificate application in this case is 

subject to an automatic approval process as required by Section 4906.03 of the Ohio Revised 

Code. 

The application will be automatically approved on January 6, 2015, unless suspended by the 

Board’s chairperson, the Executive Director, or an administrative law judge. If suspended, the 

Board must render a decision on the application within 90 days from the date of suspension. 

The Applicant has filed a supplement agreeing to the conditions of the Staff Report of 

Investigation with revisions to conditions 4 and 17. The Applicant has had detailed discussions 

with Staff as to why these conditions should be revised. The Applicant’s revisions are consistent 

with past precedent in similar cases and Staff finds the revisions to be reasonable and necessary.  

Please present any concerns you or your designee may have with this case to my office by 5:00 

p.m. on January 5, 2015. Upon filing the revised report, Staff will contact the Board members to 

provide awareness of the proposed revisions. 

Sincerely, 

 
Patrick Donlon 

Executive Director  

Ohio Power Siting Board 

(614) 466-6692 

ContactOPSB@puc.state.oh.us 

 

In the Matter of the Letter of Notification Application by 

North Coast Gas Transmission, LLC for a Certificate of 

Environmental Compatibility and Public Need for the 
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REVISIONS TO OPSB STAFF REPORT OF INVESTIGATION 

The following revised conditions supersede and replace conditions 4 and 17 set forth in the Staff 

Report filed on December 29, 2014: 

 

4. General construction activities shall be limited to the hours of 7:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m., or until 

dusk when sunset occurs after 7:00 p.m. Impact pile driving and hoe ram operations, rock 

drilling, and blasting operations, if required, shall be limited in areas within 1,000 feet of a 

commercial, residential, or a small, well-defined outside area (such as a playground, recreation 

area, outdoor theater, or other places of public assembly) to the hours between 10:00 a.m. to 5:00 

p.m., Monday through Friday. Construction activities that do not involve noise increases above 

ambient levels at sensitive receptors and horizontal directional drilling activities are permitted 

outside of daylight hours when necessary. The Applicant shall notify property owners or affected 

tenants, within the meaning of Ohio Adm. Code 4906-5-08(C)(3), of upcoming construction 

activities, including potential for nighttime construction activities. 

 

4a. For HDD activities that will occur outside of daylight hours, the Applicant shall provide a 

noise study to Staff no less than ten days prior to the commencement of the activity that confirms 

that noise from HDD activity would not increase ambient local traffic and community noise at 

the nearest residence or occupied structure by more than 5 dBA. The noise study shall include a 

baseline establishment of the actual local ambient noise levels and information on the decibel 

levels associated with the operation of each type of HDD equipment to be used for the project. 

The noise study shall also provide mitigation details (including but not limited to: mufflers, 

shielding and/or enclosing drilling, etc.) for the HDD equipment.  During construction the 

Applicant shall monitor noise levels during HDD operations. The data from that monitoring shall 

be provided to Staff.  

  

17.  Where it would not interfere with operation and maintenance of the pipeline, the Applicant 

shall work with affected landowners to replace screening trees which were removed for the 

project between homes and highways. The Applicant shall also coordinate with land owners to 

replace private landscaping removed for the project where possible.  If landscaping cannot be 

replaced, the Applicant shall propose alternative mitigation measures in consultation with Staff. 

 

In addition, upon review of the Applicant’s January 2, 2015 filing in response to condition 21 set 

forth in the Staff Report filed on December 29, 2014, Staff recommends that the following 

condition be included: 

 

27.          The Applicant shall continue to be open and responsive to the concerns of the affected 

landowners, and consider adjusting the route within parcels to address affected 

landowners’ concerns without increasing overall impacts.  The Applicant shall keep Staff 

informed regarding such communications with the affected landowners.   

 

Therefore, with the conditions set forth in the December 29, 2014 Staff Report, as revised by the 

revisions set forth herein, Staff recommends automatic approval of this case on January 6, 

2015.  If the Applicant fails to comply with any of the established conditions, the Board may 

take appropriate action in the future to ensure compliance. 
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