
Butler, Matthew f 
From: Butler, Matthew 
Sent: Monday, April 14, 2014 5:54 PM 
To: 'Fortney, John' 
Subject: RE: John Fortney, Representing the Buchanan Farm OPSB Public Responses to the Biers 

Run Hopetown Delano IBSkv Transmission Line Project. Case 13-0429-EL-BTX 

Dr. Fortney, 

As you know, this case is still in the very early stages of the power siting process. I continue to strongly encourage you 
to contact ODNR, make your views known, and discuss the Pleasant Valley property. The most appropriate contact for 
this conversation is: 

John Kessler, P.E. 
Environmental Services Administrator 
Office of Real Estate 
Ohio Department of Natural Resources 
2045 Morse Rd., Columbus, OH 43229-6605 
(614) 265-6621 
iohn.kessler@dnr.state.oh.us 

The Board has the final say over route selection. As with every case, the Board must render its decision based upon the 
record. The public will have the opportunity to participate on the record at the local public hearing, and formal 
interveners will have the opportunity to participate through case filings as well as through testimony and cross 
examination at the adjudicatory hearing. 

The Board may grant or deny the application as filed, or grant it upon such terms, conditions, or modifications as it 
considers appropriate. The Board may determine that the location or all or part of the proposed routes should be 
modified, and may condition its certificate upon such modifications. 

Sincerely, 

Matt Butler _ 
Public Outreach Manager 
Ohio Power Siting Board 
614-644-7670 
OPSB.ohio.gov ~ y 
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This message and any response to it may constitute a public record and thus may be publicly available to anyone who requests i t \ J 
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From: Fortney, John [mailto:jfortney@adena.org] < 
Sent: Thursday, April 10, 2014 1:36 PM 
To: Butler, Matthew 
Subject: RE: John Fortney, Representing the Buchanan Farm OPSB Public Responses to the Biers Run Hopetown Delano 
138kv Transmission Line Project. Case 13-0429-EL-BTX 

Matt, I appreciate your reply but several questions remain unanswered; why is the ODNR permitted to unilaterally 
refuse AEP's request ?S^^i!ld| a lihle tHrcn?gfi t l e t d ^ S t ^i^erveftfd'Ss the OPS&'see this as i*tonflict of interest by the 

accura l .3 ixxiKX coxaplsts repro<iuCi:i.ou oj: a :••• •'• -.'ii.* 
(loous'iWfc d e l i v e ^ d i a t h e re t^alar course 9i§o'̂ '>^ î%%f/« 
technician T U A ^ — pa.ta P roc©BBed,J^ .2 iL! - ! l* 

mailto:iohn.kessler@dnr.state.oh.us
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ODNR, and will the ODNR recuse themselves from a vote on this particular case? I may contact the ODNR, but my 
understanding is the OPSB has authority over final route selection? Has the OPSB ever rejected the routes proposed and 
asked a power company to re-evaluate its choices and come back to the board? Being redirected to the ODNR seems to 
be a matter of "too little, too late" in this case. I don't know that contacting them would be helpful in that they don't 
appear to need any justification in refusing any consideration of a route through "their" nature preserve.! wish property 
owners had the same right of refusal. Please help me understand. 

Respectfully, 

John L. Fortney M.D. 
Chief Medical Officer 
Adena Health System 
(740) 779-8556 
ifortnev(S).adena.orq 
Representing Buchanan Farms 

From: Butler, Matthew [mailto:MATTHEW.BUTLER(apuc.STATE.OH.US1 
Sent: Thursday, April 03, 2014 2:53 PM 
To: Fortney, John 
Subject: RE: John Fortney, Representing the Buchanan Farm OPSB Public Responses to the Biers Run Hopetown Delano 
138kv Transmission Line Project. Case 13-0429-EL-BTX 

Dr. Fortney, 

Thank you for again contacting the Ohio Power Siting Board regarding American Electric Power Transmission 

Company's (AEP) proposed Biers Run - Hopetown - Delano 138 kV Transmission Line Project. Your 

correspondence has been docketed in case number 13-0429-EL-BTX. 

It is the responsibility of the Applicant, AEP in this case, to identify and evaluate potential routes and 

ultimately submit viable Preferred and Alternate routes for the Board's consideration. Below is an excerpt 

from page 03-1 of AEP's application in which the company explains why it did not fully evaluate the Pleasant 

Valley Wildlife Area route corridor. 

A preliminary corridor was relatively direct f rom Biers Run Station east toward Delano 

station. Approximately 2.2 miles of this corridor crosses the Ohio Department of Natural Resources' 

(ODNR) Pleasant Valley Wildlife Area. As provided in the Route Selection Study, ODNR indicated that 

deed restrictions and their opposition would not allow the project to cross Pleasant Valley Wildlife 

Area. Based on the comments f rom ODNR, AEP did not ful ly evaluate candidate routes through this 

area, greatly reducing the number of alternatives available, especially when considering the 

planning performance requirements of the combined 138 kV projects f rom Biers Run Station. 

Neither the Board nor its Staff participates in the Applicant's route selection process. Staff will investigate 

AEP's application and evaluate the two routes offered by the company. Staff will review AEP's route selection 

study and reserve the right to ask AEP specific questions about the study. In its report of investigation. Staff 

will offer recommendations to the Board regarding AEP's proposal and ways to avoid, minimize, and mitigate 

potential impacts. 

Please address any questions related to the correspondence between ODNR and AEP to: 

mailto:MATTHEW.BUTLER(apuc.STATE.OH.US1


John Sambuco 
Federal Aid Lands Coordinator 
ODNR - Division of Wildlife 
Phone: (614) 265-6613 
iohn.sambuco@dnr.state.oh.us 

Again, thank you for your interest in this case. I welcome and encourage your continued participation in the 
siting process. If you have any additional questions or concerns, please do not hesitate to contact me at (614) 
644-7670. 

Sincerely, 

Matt Butler 
Public Outreach Manager 
Ohio Power Siting Board 

cc: John Sambuco, ODNR 

From: webmaster (Stpuc. state. oh .us 
To: PUCO ContactThePUCO 
Subject: 80252 
Received: 3/27/2014 9:45:20 PM 
Message: 
WEB ID: 80252 AT:03-27-2014 at 09:45 PM 

Related Case Number: 13-0429 

TYPE: comment 

NAME: Dr. John Fortney 

CONTACT SENDER ? No 

MAILING ADDRESS: 

• 401 West Second St. 
• Chillicothe , Ohio 45601 
. USA 

PHONE INFORMATION: 

. Home: 740-775-5955 
• Altemative: (no alternative phone provided?) 
• Fax: (no fax number provided?) 

E-MAIL: ifortnev(a),adena.org 

INDUSTRY:Electric 

mailto:iohn.sambuco@dnr.state.oh.us


ACCOUNT INFORMATION: 

(no utility company name provided?) 
(no account name provided?) 
(no service address provided?) 
(no service phone number provided?) 
(no account number provided?) 

COMMENT DESCRIPTION: 

To:OPSB From: John Fortney, Representing the Buchanan Fama Date: March 27,2014 Subject: OPSB Public 
Responses to the Biers Run Hopetown Delano 138kv Transmission Line Project. Case 13-0429-EL-BTX 

This comment is to voice my disappointment in the responses by the OPSB to public comments. They are 
generally generic in nature and in no way address the concems of the persons submitting said comments. Many 
have voiced opposition to both the preferred and altemative routes proposed by AEP and have suggested that a 
route through the Pleasant Valley Nature Preserve would be a viable altemative. The OPSB's response is always 
that AEP evaluated possible routes and concluded that the two submitted were the result of their analysis. Most 
individuals effected by their choice(s) would argue that AEP has an interest in using a route that is the least 
expensive, and least contested, not necessarily a more reasonable route that could require a more time 
consuming and expensive altemative. That the ODNR could summarily dismiss a route through the nature 
preserve, and AEP accept such a dismissal, is both puzzling and unacceptable. The ODNR sits on the siting 
board and should be recused from any voting or input on this project. An appropriate response to using a route 
through the nature preserve and the involvement of the ODNR would be greatly appreciated. As taxpayers who 
subsidize both the OPSB and ODNR, we deserve a detailed explanation. Sincerely, John Fortney, on behalf of 
the Buchanan Farm 


