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 Sprint Communications Company L.P. (“Sprint”) hereby submits this Petition requesting 

that the Public Utilities Commission of Ohio (“Commission”) review the Pooling Administrator’s 

(“PA” or “Neustar”) denial of Sprint’s request for numbering resources in the Ravenna, OH rate 

center.  For the reasons set forth more fully below, Sprint respectfully requests that the Commission 

overturn the PA’s decision and direct it to assign the requested number blocks to Sprint. 

Discussion 

  Sprint recently submitted a request to Neustar for additional numbering resources in 

accordance with current guidelines, including the Months-to-Exhaust (“MTE”) Certification 

procedures established in the Central Office Code Assignment Guidelines.  Specifically, Sprint 

requested one (1) thousand-block in the rate center of Ravenna. 

This thousand-block is necessary to fulfill a specific request from Sprint’s wholesale 

customer, Time Warner Cable, who in turn has a specific pending business customer order requiring 

the allocation of a block of 200 sequential telephone numbers beginning with xx00 and ending with 

xx99 for direct inward dialing.  The customer would prefer the 4xxx block if possible.  Neustar, 

however, denied Sprint’s request on the grounds that Sprint did not meet the 75% utilization 

threshold.   
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On December 28, 2001 the Federal Communications Commission (“FCC”) released its 

Third Report and Order and Second Order on Reconsideration in its Numbering Resource 

Optimization docket.  In that Order, the FCC created a safety valve mechanism to provide carriers 

with a procedure to obtain additional numbering resources when there is a verifiable need due to the 

carrier’s inability to satisfy a customer request.
1
  Specifically, the Order provides state public utility 

commissions with delegated authority to hear claims that a safety valve should be applied when the 

Pooling Administrator denies a specific request for numbering resources.  And under the federal 

numbering rules, a state commission may overturn the PA’s decision based on its determination that 

the carrier has demonstrated a verifiable need for the numbering resources and has exhausted all 

other available remedies.
2
  Therefore, this Commission has the authority to overturn the PA’s 

decision under the appropriate circumstances and Sprint submits this petition requesting the 

assignment of a thousand-block in the rate center specified above under the FCC’s safety valve 

procedures.   

Sprint has attached a letter from Time Warner Cable as Exhibit A, demonstrating that Sprint 

has received a specific customer request for numbering resources that it cannot meet with its current 

inventory.  In addition, Sprint has attached a MTE and Utilization Worksheet for the Ravenna rate 

center as Exhibit B.  The PA’s denial that Sprint received from Neustar is included as Exhibit C. 

Accordingly, the circumstances described in Sprint’s Exhibits and in this Petition warrant 

application of the Commission’s safety valve authority in this instance. 

 

 

 

                                                 
1
  See In the matter of Numbering Resource Optimization, third Report and Order and Second Order on 

Reconsideration, CC Docket No. 99-200 at para. 61 (Dec. 28, 2001). 
2
   47 C.F. R. Sec. 52.25(g)(4). 
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Conclusion 

WHEREFORE, for the reasons set forth above, Sprint respectfully requests that the 

Commission grant Sprint’s petition, overturn Neustar’s decision, and direct it to allocate to Sprint 

one (1) thousand-block of additional numbers in the Ravenna rate center to satisfy the needs of its 

customer.  The grant of this petition serves the public interest because it will ensure the availability 

of adequate numbering resources for Time Warner Cable, a competitive service provider, to meet its 

customer’s needs.  Further, Sprint’s reasonable request ensures the efficient use of scarce 

numbering resources.       

       

Respectfully submitted, 

 

SPRINT COMMUNICATIONS COMPANY L.P. 

  

 

 /s/  Diane Browning    

Counsel, State Regulatory 

Sprint Nextel Corporation 

6450 Sprint Parkway 

Overland Park, Kansas 66251 

Mailstop:  KSOPHN 0314-3A459 

(913) 315-9284 (voice) 

(913) 523-0571 (facsimile) 

diane.c.browning@sprint.com  

 

Attorney for Sprint Communications Company L.P. 
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