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The Commission finds: 

(1) On February 1, 2005, House Bill 361 (H.B. 361) was signed into 
law. This legislation provides for the provision of wireless 
enhanced 9-1-1 service in Ohio. To aid in the establishment of 
that service, a surcharge was added to the monthly bill of each 
wireless phone number in the state. On October 1, 2005, 
wireless service providers began remitting these funds to the 
Public Utilities Commission of Ohio where they are being 
deposited into the Wireless 9-1-1 Government Assistance Fund. 
According to H.B. 361, these funds may be utilized to cover any 
costs of designing, upgrading, purchasing, leasing, 
programming, installing, testing, or maintaining the necessary 
data, hardware, software, trunking, and training required for 
the public safety answering point or points of the 9-1-1 system 
to provide wireless enhanced 9-1-1. 

(2) To facilitate the adnainistration of this funding mechanism, the 
legislation created the 9-1-1 Service Program within the 
Comnussion, headed by the Ohio 9-1-1 Coordinator. This 
individual is charged with administering both the Wireless 9-1-
1 Government Assistance Fund and Sections 4931.60 through 
4931.70, Revised Code. 

(3) On September 21, 2005, the Commission established Case No. 
05-1114-TP-EMG (05-1114) as the individual docket for the 
filing of all amended plans by the counties. Within these 
amended plans, counties have addressed how disbursements 
from the Wireless 9-1-1 Government Assistance Fund will be 
administered. 
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Based upon numerous informal inquiries regarding what 
constitutes an appropriate use of the funds, the Commission 
issued an entry on March 21, 2007, in 05-1114 which offers 
guidance regarding appropriate use of the funds permitted 
under Section 4931.65, Revised Code, and establishes a process 
for counties to seek clarification on a cost not discussed in that 
entry. 

The Commission noted that the items addressed within the 
March 21, 2007, entry were not meant to be all-inclusive. 
Rather, there are other types of costs which may be covered 
but were not listed in the March 21, 2007, entry. The 
Commission noted that should a county or public safety 
answering point (PSAP) encounter a cost which was not 
discussed, but feels that it should be recovered from the 
Wireless 9-1-1 Government Assistance Fund, the county or 
PSAP should contact the Ohio 9-1-1 Coordinator to discuss the 
appropriateness of the expenditure. If the Ohio 9-1-1 
Coordinator and the county or PSAP are unable to reach an 
agreement, the county or PSAP may file a request within this 
docket to seek a ruling on the matter. 

(4) A PSAP may utilize disbursements from the Wireless 9-1-1 
Government Assistance Fund to cover either current or 
previously incurred costs described in Section 4931.65(A)(1) or 
(2), Revised Code. Therefore, a county that has expended 
funds toward wireless E9-1-1 equipment and service, prior to 
receiving wireless fund disbursements, may repay any county 
fund from which the county expended funds in order to 
implement wireless enhanced 9-1-1 service. 

(5) On March 5, 2012, the Miami County 9-1-1 Director filed an 
Expenditure Opinion Form seeking Commission direction on a 
proposed utilization of wireless 9-1-1 government assistance 
funds. In support, the Miami County 9-1-1 Director explains 
that Miami County is in the process of designing a redundant 
microwave/fiber network that will be utilized to cormect the 
county's only primary PSAP at the county's communication 
center with the backup alternate dispatch center located in the 
county's safety building. This project includes erecting a tower, 
which also carries the backup antennae for the public safety 
radio system, to be one of three points in a series of microwave 
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links necessary to create a redundant network. This project 
also includes affixing microwave equipment on the tower as 
well as on the county's safety building and on a tower at the 
communications center. 

Currently, wireless enhanced 9-1-1 users in Miami County are 
served by a single communications center. The servers and 
software for the system are located at the communications 
center and are periodically backed up utilizing tapes that carry 
data to transfer to backup servers located at the alternate 
dispatch center in the safety building. According to the 
Expenditure Opinion Form, the current system allows for gaps 
in what information would be available should the primary 
center have to be evacuated. In fact, in the event of a loss of the 
primary site, data in those servers would be lost dating back to 
the most recent transfer of taped information. Additionally, the 
mapping server, which is utilized for locating wireless 
enhanced 9-1-1 callers, is not currently backed up and, in the 
event of the loss of the primary site and move to the alternate 
dispatch center, the county would not have the ability to locate 
wireless enhanced 9-1-1 callers. Completion of this project will 
permit Miami County to backup the mapping and do so on a 
consistent, real-time basis. 

(6) Having reviewed all of the information and documentation 
accompanying the Expenditure Opinion Form submitted by the 
Miami County 9-1-1 Director, the Commission determines that 
the request should be granted in part and denied in part. 
Clearly, the use of wireless 9-1-1 funds for backing up data as 
part of a Computer Aided Dispatch (CAD) integrated 
computerized mapping system is an appropriate use of a 
county's wireless 9-1-1 funds as discussed in the March 21, 
2007, entry in 05-1114. To the extent that Miami County 
intends to utilize the wireless 9-1-1 funds for this purpose and 
can properly document this expenditure, Miami County's 
request is granted. 

However, that portion of Miami County's proposal to use 
wireless 9-1-1 funds for erecting a tower and placing 
microwave equipment on that tower is denied at this time 
based upon the lack of information provided. While we do not 
doubt Miami County's contention that the tower and 
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microwave equipment will be used for backing up the 
n\apping server which is utilized for locating wireless 
enhanced 9-1-1 callers, it is not clear that is the sole use for this 
equipment. To the extent that the tower and microwave 
equipment, including the associated bandwidth of the 
microwave system, could be used for dispatch purposes as part 
of the public safety radio system, this use would fall outside the 
acceptable parameters of wireless 9-1-1 funds pursuant to 
Section 4931.65, Revised Code. 

(7) The county may reapply with the Ohio 9-1-1 Coordinator in the 
future for usage of wireless 9-1-1 funds once the county can 
properly allocate and justify those expenses of the tower and 
microwave system that are attributable solely to backing up the 
mapping server which is utilized for locating wireless 
enhanced 9-1-1 callers. 

It is, therefore, 

ORDERED, That the March 5, 2012, request of the Miami County 9-1-1 Director is 
granted in part and denied in part as discussed in this entry. It is, further. 
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ORDERED, That a copy of this entry be served upon the Miami County 9-1-1 
Director. 
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