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March 5, 2012 

The Honorable Todd Snitchler, Chairman 
PubUc Utilities Commission of Ohio 
180 East Broad Street 
Columbus, OH 43215-3793 

Subject: Phone bill increases 

Dear Chairman Snitchler: I 

Our School System, Wapakoneta City Schools, is served by Telephone Service 
Company a Small Local Exchange Carrier (SLEC). They have served our school 
system and community for over 100 years and have been and remain an integral 
service provider for our school system. We have enjoyed the benefits of great local 
service and technology that is unequaled in the state and at affordable rates for our 
rural area. 

We understand that SLECs have the prospect of losing much of the intra state revenue 
source that has allowed their investment in fiber, technology and human resources 
due to in-action by the PUCO. Case No. 10-2387-TP-COI would create a fund that 
supplants this lost revenue source and be paid mostly by the large carriers that in 
turn get reduced expenses in access charges levied by the SLECs. As explained to 
me, the large carriers get a vast reduction in expenses and then contribute to a fund 
that restores the cost recovery source the SLECs have depended on to build their 
networks and repay their loans that build the network. This prospect seems very 
reasonable and good policy for Ohio. 

As you know, all school systems are under pressure to reduce costs and adapt to the 
challenging revenue shortfalls created by recent budget cuts. Our school system is 
up to the task; however should our local phone rates have to double, that clearly puts 
us in a predicament that affects the students and the community. We have been told 
that Case No. 10-2387-TP-COI was created to stave off these tjrpes of increases and 
that immediate action is necessary to get the fund established. We urge your 
immediate direction to implement the provisions of this well vetted Commission 
investigation. 

Keith Homer, Superintendent 

cc: Governor Kasich 
State Superintendent of Schools 

Wapakoneta City Scfiools: The leader in providing excellent learning experiences for our students 

http://www.wapak.org
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The Honorable Todd Snitchler, Chairman 
Public Utilities Commission of Ohio 
180 East Broad St. 
Columbus, Ohio 43215-3793 

Subject: Phone bill increase 

Dear Chairman Snitchler: 

Our School System, Minford Local Schools, is served by Minford Telephone Company a Small Local 
Exchaiigi Carrier [SLEC). They have served our school system and community for almost 60 years and 
have been and remain an mtegral service provider for our school system. We have enjoyed the benefits of 
great local service and technology that is unequaled in the state and at affordable rates for our rural area. 

We understand that SLiECs have the prospect of losing much of the intra state revenue source that 
has allowed their investment in fiber, technology and human resources due to in-action by the PUCO. 
Case No. 10-2387-TP-COI would create a fund that supplants this lost revenue source and be paid mostly 
by the large carriers thai In turn get reduced expenses in access charges levied by'the SjLECs. As 
explained to me the large carriers get a vast reduction in expenses and then contribute to a, fund that 
restores the cost recovery source the SLECs have depended on to build their networks and repay their 
loans that build the network. This product seems very reasonable and good policy for Ohio. ' , 

As you know all school systems are under pressure to reduce costs and adapt to the challenging 
revenue shortfalls created by recent budget cuts. Our school systein is up to the task; however should our 
local phone rates have to double that clearly puts us in a predicament that affects the students and the 
community. We have been told that Case No. 10-2387-TP-COI was created to stave off theselypes of 
increases and that Immediate action is necessary to get the fund established. We urge your immiediate 
attention and direction to implement the provisions of this well vetted Commission investigation. 

Mark Wilcheck 
Superintendent 

cc: Governor Kasich 
State Superintendent of Schools 

www.minfordfalcons.net • 

http://www.minfordfalcons.net


Mohawk Local School District 
605 State Hwy. 231 
Sycamore, Ohio 44882 

Phone Number: 419/927-6222 
Fax Number: 419/927-6139 

The Honorable Todd Snitchler, Chairman 
Public Utilities Commission of Ohio 
180 East Broad Street 
Columbus, Ohio 43215-3793 

Subject: Phone bill increases 

Dear Chairman Snitchler: 

Our School System, Mohawk Local School District, is served by Sycamore Telephone Company 
a Small Local Exchange Carrier (SLEC). They have served our school system and community for over 
100 years and have been and remain an integral service provider for our school system. We have 
enjoyed the benefits of great local service and technology that is unequaled in the state and at affordable 
rates for our rural area. 

We understand that SLECs have the prospect of losing much of the intra state revenue source that 
has allowed their investment in fiber, technology and human resources due to in-action by the PUCO. 
Case No. 10-2387-TP-COI would create a fund that supplants this lost revenue source and be paid mostly 
by the large carriers that in turn get reduced expenses in access charges levied by the SLECs. As 
explained to me the large carriers get a vast reduction in expaises and then contribute to a fund that 
restores the cost recovery source the SLECs have depended on to build their networks and repay their 
loans that build the network. This prospect seems very reasonable and good policy for Ohio. 

As you know all school systems are under pressure to reduce costs and adapt to the challenging 
revenue shortfalls created by recent budget cuts. Our school system is up to the task; however should our 
local phone rates have to double that clearly puts us in a predicament that affects the students and the 
community. We have been told that Case No. 10-2387-TP-COI was created to stave off these types of 
increases and that immediate action is necessary to get the fund established. We urge your immediate 
attention and direction to implement the provisions of this well vetted Commission investigation. 

Sincerely, 

KenD.Ratliff 
Superintendent 

CC: Governor Kasich 

State Superintendent of Schools 
"A TRADITION OF PRIDE" 
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March 9, 2012 

The Honorable Todd Snitchler, Chairman 
Public Utilities Commission of Ohio 
180 East Broad Street 
Columbus, Ohio 43215-3793 

Re: Case No. 10-2387-TP-COI 

Dear Chairman Snitchler 

The Hopewell-Loudon Local School District is served by Bascom Comriiunications, a Small Local 
Exchange Carrier (SLEC). They have served our community for over 100 years and have been and 
remain an integral service provider for our school system. We have enjoyed the benefits of 
affordable rates for our rural area, with unsurpassed local service and technology 

It has come to our attention that due to the in-action by the PUCO, SLECs such as Bascom 
Communications stand to lose much of their intra-state revenue source, money they depend upon for 
their investment in fiber, technology and human resources. 

Case No. 10-2387-TP-COI would create a fund, financed by the large carriers, that supplants this lost 
revenue source. In return for their contributions to this fund, the large carriers will receive discounts 
on their access charges levied by the SLECs. Twenty-six states, including Michigan, have implemented 
State Access Reform. This is good policy for Ohio as well. The PUCO has been working on this State 
Access Reform, Case No. 10-2387-TP-COI, for well over a year, and needs to implement this 
immediately to get the fund established. The PUCO needs to retain their jurisdiction over Ohio's 
SLECs and not relinquish this to the FCC. Who knows better how Ohio works than regulators 
residing in our state, not in Washington, DC. 

Now more than ever, school districts in Ohio are faced with reducing costs and adapting to the 
revenue shortfalls created by recent budget cuts. Bascom Communication's ongoing commitment of 
support to Hopewell-Loudon School has allowed us to provide educational options for our students 
in our Broadcasting Lab, as well as a vital service to our community with HL-TV14. Community 
members, grandparents and others unable to attend school events can view them on the Bascom 
cable channel. Bascom Communication's commitment is also shown in their membership of our 
Hopewell-Loudon Superintendent's Advisory Committee. The Hopewell-Loudon students and 
community would certainly be adversely affected if our local phone rates double due to our SLEC 
losing their intra-state revenue source. 

In the best interests of our students, school, and community, I urge your immediate attention and 
direction to implement the provisions of this well-reviewed Commission investigation. 

Sincerely, 

Geoff Palmer, Superintendent 

cc: The Honorable John R. Kasich, Governor 
Stan W. Heffner, State Superintendent of Schools 

290 NORTH COUNTY ROAD 7 BASCOM, OHIO 44809 



CHIPPEWA LOCAL SCHOOL DISTRICT 
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The Honorable Todd Snitchler, Chairman 
Public Utilities Commission of Ohio 
180 East Broad Street 
Columbus, Ohio 43215-3793 

Subject: Phone bill increases 

Dear Chairman Snitchler: 

Chippewa Local School District is a small rural school district located in Wayne County. We continue 
to strive for excellence and consistently perform in the top 15% of school districts across the state while our per 
pupil expenditures are in the bottom 10%. We deliver a quality education for a minimum cost and constantly 
strive to stretch our dollars. Part of our cost saving success has been attributed to developing good business 
relationships, such as with Doylestown Telephone Company, a Small Local Exchange Carrier (SLEC). They 
have served our school district and community for over three centuries (est. 1899) and remain a vital part of our 
continued school success. We have enjoyed their local service /technology that we believe, is unsurpassed in 
the state and at affordable rates for our rural area. 

We understand that SLECs have the prospect of losing much of the intra-state revenue source that has 
allowed them to invest in our local infrastructure. We have been further informed that Case No. 10-2387-TP-
COI would create a fund that would supplant this lost revenue source and be paid mostly by the large carriers. 
As explained to me, the large carriers get a vast reduction in expenses and then contribute to a fund that restores 
the cost recovery source the SLECs have depended on to build their networks and repay their loans that were 
used to build the network in the first place. This proposal appears fair and sounds like a good policy for Ohio 
and for our school. 

I understand that Case No. 10-2387-TP-COI would create a fund to assist SLECs. Chairman Snitchler, 
as a former State Representative, 1 know you understand the financial pressure schools continue to face. We 
have been told that Case No. 10-2387-TP-COI was created to stave off any increases in local telephone/internet 
expenses; however, immediate action is necessary to get this type of fund established. We urge your immediate 
attention and appreciate your direction as chairman to seek the implementation of these provisions. 

Sincerely. 

^yj'3i-riJC_ JU^ ^̂ +<î €̂J(ii-̂ -
David J. Fischer 
Superintendent 


