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BEFORE 

THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF OHIO 

In the Matter of the Commission's ) 
Investigation into Inti-astate Carrier ) Case No. 10-2387-TP-COI 
Access Reform Pursuant to Sub. S.B. ) 
162. ) 

ENTRY 

The Conunission finds: 

(1) On June 13, 2010, the governor of the state of Ohio signed into law 
Substitute Senate Bill 162 (Sub. S.B. 162), which revises state law as 
it pertains to the provision of telecommunications services. Among 
other things. Sub. S.B. 162 provides that the Coirunission may order 
changes in a telephone company's rates for carrier access within 
Ohio. The effective date of Sub. S.B. 162 was September 13,2010. 

(2) By Entry of November 3, 2010, (November 3 Entry) the 
Commission initiated this docket for the purpose of opening a 
generic investigation into intrastate carrier access reform as 
autiiorized by Sub. S.B. 162. 

In its November 3 Entry, the Commission described that carrier 
access charges are charges assessed by local exchange carriers to 
providers of telephone toll service for access to the local telephone 
network and are intended to recover a portion of the cost of the 
local telephone facilities. Additionally, the Commission recogruzed 
that carrier access charges comprise a significant portion of the 
revenue received by small incumbent local exchange carriers 
(ILECs), as well as three mid-sized ILECs: Windstream Ohio, Inc. 
and Windstream Western, Inc. (collectively, Windstream) and 
Century Tel of Ohio, Inc. dba Century Link (Century Link). The 
Commission explained how it has received complaints, both formal 
and informal, from providers of telephone toll service that the 
carrier access rates that they were being assessed are excessive. The 
Commission noted that during this time frame, the ILECs listed 
above have also experienced a precipitous decline in access minutes 
of use for which they assess carrier access charges, thus eroding a 
sigiuficant pillar of their financial support. 

(3) The November 3 Entry set forth a Commission staff proposal (Staff 
Proposal) regarding an access restructuring plan and a series of 


