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THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF OHIO
l PUBLIC HEARING
l IN RE CASE NOS.: 11-351-EL-AIR,
11-352-EL-ATA, 11-353-EL-ATA, ;
I
l 11-354-EL-ATA, 11-356-EL-AAM §§
i
and 11-358-EL-AAM
I |
Tuesday, August 30, 2011 - |
I MARIETTA, OHIO
6:00 p.m. i
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Public Utilities Commission of Chio '
' Local Public Hearing, in the Matter of the : é
Application of Columbus Scuthern Power and Ohio i
' Power Company, individually, and ccllectively as ‘:
AEP, for authority for an increase in electric
. distribution rates, tariff approval and approval ' ,
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. to change accounting methods. i
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MS. WILLEY: The Public Utilities
Commission of Ohio has called, for
public hearing at this time and place,
Case Numbers 11-351-EL-AIR and
11-352-EL-AIR, captioned: In the Matter
of the Application of Columbus Southern
Power Company and Ohio Power Company,
individually, and if their proposed
merger is approved, as a merged company,
collectively AEP Ohio, for an increase
in electric distribution rates.

Also Case Numbers 11-353-EL-ATA and
11-354-EL-ATA captioned: In the Matter
of the Application of Columbus Southern
Power Company, and Ohio Power, Company
individually, and if their proposed
merger is approved, as a merged company
for tariff approval, and Case Numbers
11-356-EL-AAM and 11-358-EL-AAM
captioned: In the Matter of the
Application of Columbug Southern Power
Company and Ohio Power Company,
individually, and if their proposed
merger is approved, as a merged company

for approval to change accounting
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Dearborn Reporting & Imaging Services
Court Reporting - Document Imaging Iy /,A{ 4 Date Invoice #
- Records Retrieval - /‘fc‘f ;
P.O. Box 93943 a1 o Sép 102472011 1898 |
o :
Cleveland, OH 44101 7 <5 P '
S
Bill To Case Information Ky
Public Utilities Commission of Ohio Public Utilities Commission of Ohio
180 East Broad Street Case No.: 11-351-EL-ATA, etal
Columbus, OH 43215-3793 Date of Service: 10-17-11
Reporter: KD
Please enclose a copy of this invoice with your payment - or indicate invoice number,
Payable Upon Receipt.
Tax ID # 26-1227258 Terms
" Net 30
Description Amount _
Attendance of reporter, hearing in Marietta Ohio 10-17-11 93}_00
Transcript, original, same 615.50
Delivery and Handling 10.00
Thank you.
It's always a pleasure working with you. :
TOtal $164.50
After 90 days of nonpayment, invoice will begin to acrue 2% interest from P ayments" Credits $0.00
the date of the original invoice. .
Balance Due $164.50
Phone # Fax # E-mail
216.298 4888 216.298.4880 info@dearbornreporting.com
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methods.

My name is Mandy Willey and I'm an
attorney examiner assigned by the
Commission to conduct this public
hearing this evening. Along with me is
Sara Ziegler who you just heard speak
from the Commission's office of public
affairs. And as you came in, Pam
Siripavaket of the Commission staff who
represents the Service Monitoring
Enforcement Department of the
Commission.

At this time, I would like to take
appearances of the parties. That would
include the company, as well as any
interveners who are present. Let's
begin with the company.

MS. VOGAL: My name is Ann Vogal.
I'm an attorney Ohio Power Company and
Columbus Southern Power Company. And
with me here today is Selwyn Dias, vice
president of the companies. And there
are other representatives of the
companies here to answer any guestions.

MS. WILLEY: Thank you.
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Are there any interveners present
this evening that would like to enter an
appearance?

It appears there are no interveners
present this evening.

On February 28th, 2011 Columbus
Southern Power Company and Ohio Power
Company, which are operating companies
of American Electric Power Ohio, filed
an application with the Commission for
an increase in electric distribution
rates, for tariff approval, and for
approval to change of accounting
methods. This local public hearing is
only one aspect of the case process.
Public hearings are also scheduled to
occur 1in Canton, Lima, and Columbus. An
evidentiary hearing is also currently
schedule to begin on November 1l4th, 2011
at 10:00 at the PUCO offices in
Columbus.

The purpose of the evidentiary
hearing is for the companies and the
Commission staff to present their expert

witness testimony and provide evidence
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in support of their position. The
purpose of tonight's hearing, however,
is to receive comments from the public.
We will not be hearing from the
companies tonight, as we already have
their proposal. But tonight is about
hearing from the public and to get your
feedback on what you think about the
company's application.

When you arrived, you were offered
the opportunity to sign up to testify.
So I will call your name in a few
minutes here. I will ask you to give
your name and address. And then you can
come up here to the podium and testify.
I will ask you to take an oath that what
you're about to say is the truth before
you give your testimony.

Your testimony this evening will be
considered part of the official record
in this case and will be reviewed by the
commissioners before they make their
final decision in this case. Attorney's
for the company and other interveners,

they may ask questions about your
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1 testimony if they wish to. And if you decide
2 that you don't want to testify when I call your

3 name, you can just indicate that you want to

4 pass. And you may also leave at any time that |
5 you wish.

¢ As you can see, there is a court reporter

? present and this entire hearing is being ?
é transcribed by a court reporter, so she is %
- writing everything down in a type-written §

1@ fashion. 1If you do plan to testify, please speak |

1# plainly and clearly so she can accurately reflectﬁ
12 your comments. And the Commission sincerely
13, appreciates your participation in the hearing

14 tonight.

15 Does anyone have questions before we begin é
15 taking testimony? %
17 Yes. ;
18 MALE AUDIENCE MEMBER: I just wanted to ask a |
13 question. I'm a State Representative. You had ai
20 more modest recommendation for the price %
21 increase. 1 don't know whether -- are you ;
22 prepared to answer questions regarding that?

23 MS. WILLEY: The questions I'm taking at this|
24 point would just be about the process that we're

25 following this evening. But you can feel free tof
T T = T s T T T T T s T —
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After having been first duly sworn, as
hereinafter certified, was examined and testified |

as follows:

Page 7 §
put any questions in the form of -
comments on the record, or you can ask ;
us any guestions after we're done taking%
testimony, if you wish to do that. N
Thank you very much.

All right. I would like to call
the sole witness on the sign-in sheet.
That's Robin Bozian. You can come up
here to the podium.

And Ms. Bozain, I apologize if I
mispronounced you name. Could you_state&
and spell you name and also give your :
address?

MS. BOZIAN: Sure. My name is
Robin Bozian, spelled B-0-Z-I-A-N, the
last name. My address is 749 Ellis Run
Road, Cutler, Ohio, 45724.

MS. WILLEY: Thank you.

ROBIN BOZIAN

k

MS. WILLEY: Thank you.
MS. BOZIAN: Thank you. My name 1is

i
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} Robin Bozian, as I said. I'm a resident%

2 here in Washington County and I'm also a

> current AEP Customer. In addition to ;

4 that, I work in an agency that works

5 with low-income individuals on a daily

6 basig, and I'm a member of a number of

7 boards and community organizations that

é work with low-income individuals.

2 This increase comes at a

10 particularly bad time for many of my i
11 friends and neighbors and folks that I i
1% work with. The economic downturn has

1% ’ hit southeast Ohio particularly hard and |
15 perhaps the worst section of the state. é
15 If you look at the recent poverty map, :
1é you'll see that southeastern Ohio is

17 _ particularly hit hard in that arena. §
18 Not only that, from past |
e experience, the prosperity and the é
20 growth, as it typically happens within §
2? the state, southeastern Ohio typically %
2? ' lags farther behind. In other words, %
23 when it starts to grow better in other §
24 areas of the state, southeastern Ohio %
25, eventually will, but it will come at a
P.0. g;x 5;;;3 Cle;éiand; Ohio 44i6i-- n T: 216-298—4885 “'fﬁ 2i§:é§;j;éso
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later time. So this kind of increase ié%
particularly hard hit. -

Not only is this a bad time because:
of the current economic climate. Even 5

though we're not talking about the

generation rates, I think it's important
to acknowledge that that rate increase
is being requested. Because 1if
approved, this increase plus that
increase, if approved, will create an
incredible burden on some of the most
vulnerable of our folks.

In our area, particularly in a
rural ares, if you don't have electric,:
it's not like you just don't have
lights. It often means that you don't
have water because your electric is the:.
way yvou get water from your water well. |

So it hits -- it hits a lot of our rural |

areas even harder than one can imagine.

And even if you have wood, the electric
might -- often runs the blower and the
other heat-generated things. In
addition to the fact that you can't

ignore this other increase that's coming ¢

2 T T i TR e a1 b R
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down and being requested, and as I
understand it, there igs some settlement
negotiations that appear to suggest thaté
there will be an increase; on top of i
that increasge, it is wmy understanding |
that AEP has also requested to
simultaneously reduce the amount of
low-income assistance available. And
that, coupled with these increases,

makes it doubly difficult to imagine how

E e AR T S

folks are geing to make it through.

It's not a good time for southeastern

Ohio. It's certainly not a good time
for the most vulnerable in our

community. And this is not a time to be |

proposing these kinds of increases.

Thank you.

MS. WILLEY: Thank you very much.

T

That concludes the witnesses who
signed up to testify. Is there anyone
in the audience now who would like to E
testify?

Okay. Seeing no one, I would like |
to thank everyone for coming here this

everything. This will conclude this E

P.C. Box 93943 Cleveland, Chio 44101 T: 216-298-4888 F: 216-298-4880
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evening's public hearing, and this will
be submitted on the record for the
Commission's consideration in this case.
I would encourage the company :
representatives to stick around for a
few minutes, and Ms. Ziegler and I will.
stick around for a few minutes if you
have any guestions of us.

Thank you, and have a nice evening.

(Hearing concluded at 6:20 p.m.)
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The State of Ohio, ) ,
) 55: CERTIFICATE F
County of Cuyahoga. ) :
| I, Katrina L. Dearborn, Notary Public within
and for the State of OChio, duly commissioned and
qualified, do hereby certify that the within- ;
named witness was first duly sworn to testify the
truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth
in the cause aforesaid; that the testimony then l
given by him/her was by me reduced to stenotypy
in the presence of said witness, afterwaxrds
transcribed on a computer, and that the foregoing
is a true and correct transcript of the testimony
so given by him/her as aforesaid.

I do further certify that this hearing was
taken at the time and place in the foregoing :
caption specified and was completed without ;
adjournment.

I T TRRREN

I do further certify that I am not a
relative, employee of, or attorney for any of the
parties in the above-captioned action; I am not a
relative or employee of an attorney for any of
the parties in the above-captioned action; I am
not financially interested in the action; I am E
not, nor is the court reporting firm with which I
am affiliated, under a contract as defined in
Civil Rule 28(D); nor am I otherwise interested i
in the event of this action. E

IN WITNESS WHEREOF I have hereunto set my :
hand and affixed my seal of office at Cleveland, :
Ohio on this 20th day of October, 2011. |

RO T G

Katrlna L. Dearborn, Notary Public
In and for the State of Ohio.
My commission expires 11-02-15.
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