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BLACK FORK WIND ENERGY, LLC'S RESPONSES TO THE 
DISCOVERY QUESTIONS SERVED BY JOHN WARRINGTON 

Pursuant to Rule 4906-7-07(D) of the Ohio Administrative Code, Black Fork Wind 

Energy, LLC (the '"Applicant") provides responses to the discovery questions served by John 

Warrington. Mr. Warrington served his requests by regular mail on August 19, 2011. At that 

time he was not a party to the proceeding. He was granted intervention status on August 30, 

2011 and did not reserve his discovery. Nevertheless, the Applicant hereby submits responses to 

Mr. Warrington's discovery questions. 

1. What study or studies does Element Power use to determine the effect that the 

proposed wind energy project will have upon residential property values. 

RESPONSE: 

Black Fork objects to this question as being vague and ambiguous as it does not reference 

a specific project. Moreover, the question is directed to Element Power, not the Applicant. 

Without waiving these objections, see the direct testimony of David A. Stoner filed September 8, 

2011 in this proceeding and the attached study, cited in Mr. Stoner's testimony. 

This I s t o c e r t i f y t h a t t he images appearing a re an 
accura te and complete reproduct ion of a case f i l e 
document delivered in the regular course of business* 
T e c h n i c i a n ^ ^Date Prt̂ r.AHwaf̂  |<^Fp 9. Q 2011 



2. What impact does Element Power predict that the 91 turbine project will have 

upon the real estate values of non-participating homeowners within the project area? 

RESPONSE: 

Black Fork objects to this question as being vague and ambiguous. Moreover, the 

question is directed to Element Power, not the Applicant. Without waiving these objections, see 

the direct testimony of David A. Stoner filed September 8, 2011 in this proceeding. 

3. Will Element Power support the introduction of a Property Value Guarantee 

agreement into the siting/mitigation approval process? If not, why? 

RESPONSE: 

Black Fork objects to this question as being vague and ambiguous as to what constitutes a 

Property Value Guarantee agreement. Moreover, the question is directed to Element Power, not 

the Applicant. Without waiving these objections, there is no evidence that property values are 

negatively impacted by the presence of wind turbines as supported by the attached study (Hoen, 

et al. 2009. The Impact of Wind Power Projects on Residential Property Values in the United 

States: A Multi-Site Hedonic Analysis). 

As to objections 
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Columbus, Ohio 43216-1008 

Attorneys for Black Fork Wind Energy, LLC 



STATE OF VIRGINIA ) 
ss; 

COUNTY OF ALBERMARLE ) 

VERIFICATION 

I, Scott A. Hawken, bemg first duly sworn, declare that I am the Senior Project 
Manager for Element Power US, LIX and that the foregoing responses to the discovery 
questions of John Warrington are true and accurate to the best of my knowledge and behef 
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Scott A. Hawken 
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Disclaimer 

This document was prepared as an account of work sponsored by the United States Government. 
While this document is beheved to contain correct information, neither the United States 
Government nor any agency thereof, nor The Regents of the University of California, nor any of 
their employees, makes any warranty, express or implied, or assumes any legal responsibility for 
the accuracy, completeness, or usefulness of any information, apparatus, product, or process 
disclosed, or represents that its use would not mfringe privately owned rights. Reference herein 
to any specific commercial product, process, or service by its trade name, trademark, 
manufacturer, or otherwise, does not necessarily constitute or imply its endorsement, 
recommendation, or favoring by the United States Government or any agency thereof, or The 
Regents of the University of California. The views and opinions of authors expressed herein do 
not necessarily state or reflect those of the United States Government or any agency thereof, or 
The Regents of tbe University of Cahfomia. 

Ernest Orlando Lawrence Berkeley National Laboratory is an equal opportunity employer. 
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Abst rac t 

With wind energy expanding rapidly in the U.S. and abroad, and with an increasing number of 
communities considering wind power development nearby, there is an urgent need to empirically 
investigate common community concerns about wind project development. The concern that 
property values will be adversely affected by wind energy facilities is commonly put forth by 
stakeholders. Although this concern is not unreasonable, given property value impacts that have 
been found near high voltage transmission lines and other electric generation facihties, the 
impacts of wind energy facilities on residential property values had not previously been 
investigated thoroughly. The present research collected data on almost 7,500 sales of single-
family homes situated within 10 miles of 24 existing wind facilities in nine different U.S. states. 
The conclusions of the study are drawn from eight different hedonic pricing models, as well as 
both repeat sales and sales volume models. The various analyses are strongly consistent in that 
none of the models uncovers conclusive evidence of the existence of any widespread property 
value impacts that might be present in communities surrounding wind energy facilities. 
Specifically, neither the view of the wind facilities nor the distance of tlie home to those facilities 
is found to have any consistent, measurable, and statistically significant effect on home sales 
prices. Although the analysis cannot dismiss the possibility that individual homes or small 
numbers of homes have been or could be negatively impacted, it finds that if these impacts do 
exist, they are either too small and/or too infrequent to result in any widespread, statistically 
observable impact. 
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E x e c u t i v e S u m m a r y 

Overview 
Wind power development in the United States has expanded dramatically in recent years. If that 
growth is to continue it will require an ever-increasing number of wind power projects to be sited, 
permitted, and constructed. Most permitting processes in the U.S. require some form of 
enviroimiental impact assessment as well as public involvement in the siting process. Though 
public opinion surveys generally show that acceptance towards wind energy is high, a variety of 
concerns with wind power development are often expressed on the local level during the siting 
and permitting process. One such concern is the potential impact of wind energy projects on die 
property values of nearby residences. 

Concerns about the possible impact of wind power facilities on residential property values can 
take many fonm, but can be divided into the following non-mutually exclusive categories: 

• Area Stigma: A concern that the general area surrounding a wind energy facility will appear 
more developed, which may adversely affect home values in the local community regardless 
of whether any individual home has a view of the wind turbines. 

• Scenic Vista Stigma: A concem that a home may be devalued because of the view of a wind 
energy facility, and the potential impact of that view on an otherwise scenic vista. 

• Nuisance Stigma: A concem that factors that may occur in close proximity to wind turbines, 
such as sound and shadow flicker, will have a unique adverse influence on home values. 

Altliough concerns about the possible impact of wind energy facilities on the property values of 
nearby homes are reasonably well established, the available literature^ that has sought to quantify 
the impacts of wind projects on residential property values has a nimiber of shortcomings; 

1) Many studies have rehed on surveys of homeovmers or real estate professionals, rather than 
trying to quantify real price impacts based on market data; 

2) Most studies have relied on simple statistical techniques that have limitations and that can be 
dramatically influenced by small numbers of sales transactions or survey respondents; 

3) Most studies have used small datasets that are concentrated in only one wind project study 
area, making it difficult to reliably identify impacts that might apply in a variety of areas; 

4) Many studies have not reported measurements of the statistical significance of their results, 
making it difficult to determine if those results are meaniugftil; 

5) Many studies have concentrated on an investigation of the existence of Area Stigma, and 
have ignored Scenic Vista and/or Nuisance Stigmas; 

6) Only a few studies included field visits to homes to determine wind turbine visibility and 
collect other important information about the home (e.g., the quality of the scenic vista); and 

7) Only two studies have been published in peer-reviewed academic journals. 

' This literature is briefly reviewed in Section 2 of the Ml report, and includes: Jordal-JorgeDsen(1996); Jerabek 
(2001); Grover (2002): Jerabek (2002); Sterzinger et al. (2003); Beck (2004); Haughton et al. (2004); Khatri (2004); 
DeLacy (2005); Poletii (2005); Goldman (2006); Hoen (2006); Firestone et ai. (2007); Poletti (2007); Sims and Dent 
(2007); Bond (2008); McCaim (2008); Sims et at. (2008); and Kielisch (2009). 
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This report builds on the previous literature that has investigated the potential impact of wind 
projects on residential property values by using a hedonic pricing model and by avoiding many 
of the shortcomings enumerated above. 
The hedonic pricing model is one of the 
most prominent and reliable methods for 
identifying the marginal impacts of 
different housing and community 
characteristics on residential property 
values (see side bar). This approach dates 
to the seminal work of Rosen (1974) and 
Freeman (1979), and much of the 
available literature that has investigated 
the impacts of potential disamenities on 
property values has rehed on this method.^ 

What Is a Hedonic Pricing Model? 
Hedonic pricing models are firequently used by 
economists and real estate professionals to assess 
the impacts of house and community 
characteristics on property values by 
investigating the sales prices of homes. A house 
can be thought of as a bundle of characteristics 
(e.g., number of square feet, nmnber of 
bathrooms). When a price is agreed upon by a 
buyer and seller there is an implicit 
understanding that those characteristics have 
value. When data from a large number of 
residential transactions are available, the 
individual marginal contribution to the sales 
price of each characteristic for an average home 
can be estimated with a hedonic regression 
model. Such a model can statistically estimate, 
for example, how much an additional bathroom 
adds to the sale price of an average home. A 
particularly useful application of the hedonic 
model is to value non-market goods - goods that 
do not have transparent and observable market 
prices. For this reason, the hedonic model is 
often used to derive value estimates of amenities 
such as wetiands or lake views, and disamenities 
such as proximity to and/or views of high-
voltage transmission lines, roads, cell phone 
towers, and landfills. It should be emphasized 
that the hedonic model is not typically designed 
to appraise properties (i.e., to establish an 
estimate of the market value of a home at a 
specified point in time), as would be done with 
an automated valuation model. Instead, the 
typical goal of a hedonic model is to estimate the 
marginal contribution of individual house or 
community characteristics to sales prices. 

To seed the hedonic model with 
appropriate market data, this analysis 
collects information on a large quantity of 
residential home sales (i.e., transactions) 
(n =" 7,459) from ten communities 
surrounding 24 existing wind power 
facihties spread across multiple parts of 
the U.S. (e.g., nine states). Homes 
included in this sample are located from 
800 ft to over five miles from the nearest 
wind energy facility, and were sold at any 
point from before wind facility 
amiouncement to over four years after the 
construction of the nearby wind project. 
Each of the homes that sold was visited to 
determine the degree to which the wind 
facihty was likely to have been visible at 
the time of sale and to collect other 
essential data. 

To assess the potential impacts of all tliree 
of the property value stigmas described 
earlier, a base hedonic model is applied as 
well as seven alternative hedonic models 
each designed to investigate the reliability 
of the results and to explore other aspects of the data (see Table ES - 1 below). In addition, a 
repeat sales model is analyzed, and an investigation of possible impacts on sales volumes is 

^ Many of these studies are summarized in the following reviews: Kroll and Priestley (1992); McCann (1999); 
Bateman et al. (2001); Boyle and Kiel (2001); Jackson (2001); Simons and Saginor (2006); and Leonard et al. 
(2008). For fiirther discussion of the hedonic mode! and its application to the quantification of environmental 
stigmas see Jackson (2005) and Simons (2006a). 



conducted. Though some limitations to the analysis approach and available data are 
acknowledged, the resulting product is the most comprehensive and data-rich analysis to date in 
the U.S. or abroad on the impacts of wind projects on nearby property values. 

Analysis Findings 
Table ES - 1 describes the ten resulting statistical models that are employed to investigate the 
effects of wind facilities on residential sales prices, and the specific stigmas that those models 
investigate. Though all models test some combination of the three possible stigmas, they do so 
in different ways. For instance, the Base Model asks the question, "All else being equal, do 
homes near wind facilities sell for prices different than for homes located farther away?", while 
the All Sales Model asks, "All else being equal, do homes near wind facilities that sell after the 
construction of the wind facility sell for prices different from similar homes that sold before the 
announcement and construction of the facility?" Each model is therefore designed to not only 
test for the reUability of the overall results, but also to explore die myriad of potential effects 
from a variety of perspectives. Table ES-2 summarizes the results from these models. 

Table ES - 1: Description of Statistical Models 

Statistical Model Description 

Base n ^ o n i c Model 
Using only "posi-cnnstmction" transactions (those that occuired after the wind faciliry" was 
built), this modsl investigates all three stigmas in a straighlibrward manner 

Altcraative Hedoaic Models 

View Stability 

Distance Stability 

Continuous Distance 

All Sales 

Temporal Aspects 

Orientation 

Overlap 

Using only post-conslniction transaclions, this model investigates whether the Scenic Vista 
Stigma results ftom tlie Base Model are indqiendent of the Nuisance and Area Stigma 
results 

Using only post-construction transactions, this model investigates whether the Nuisance 
and Aiea Stigma results from the Base Model are independent of the Scenic Vista Stigma 
results 

Usii^ only post-construction transactions, diis model investigates Area and Nuisance 
Stigmas fcy applying a continuous distance parameter as opposed to the categorical 
variables for distance used in the previous models 

Usii^ all transactions, this model investigates whether the results for the three stigmas 
change if transactions tliat occuired before the announcement and construction of the •%'ind 
facility are included in the sainple 

Using all transactions, this model ftirtherinvestigates Area and Nuisance Stigmas and how 
they change for homes that sold more than two years pre-announcement through the period 
more tlian four years post-construction 

Using only post-coastruction transactions, titis model investigates the degree to which a 
home's orientationtothe view of wind turbines aftects sales prices 

Using only post-construction transactions, this model investigates the degi-ee to which the 
overlap between the view of a wind facility and a home's primary scenic vista affects sales 
prices 

Repeat Sales Model 

Using paired transactions of homes that sold once pre-aimouncement and again post-
con^ruction, this model investigates the three stigmas, using as a rcterence transactions of 
homes located ouLside of five miles of the nearest wind turbine and tiiat have no view of the 
turbines 

Salts Volume Model 
Using both pi-e-announcetnent and post-coastmction transactions, tliis m.odel investigates 
whether the rate of home safes (not the price of those sales) is affected by die presence of 
nearby wind facilities 
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Table ES-2: Impact of Wind Projects on Property Values: Summary of Key Results 

Statistical Model 
Base Model 

Is t h e r e s ta t is t ical e i i d e n c e of: 

Area 

Stigma? 

No 

Scenic Vista 
Stigma? 

No 

Nuisance 

Stigma? 

No 

Section 
Reference 

Section 4 

View Stability 
Distauce Stability 

Continuous Distance 

All Sales 
Temporal Aspects 

Orientation 

Overlap 

Not tested 
No 

No 

No 
No 

No 
No 

No 
Not tested 

No 

No 
No 
No 

Limited 

Not tested 
No 

No 

Limited 
No 

No 

No 

Section 5.1 

Section 5.1 

Section 5.2 
Section 5.S 
Section 5.4 

Section 5.5 

Section 5.6 

Repeat Sales No Limited No \Seciion 6 

Sales Volume No Not tested No Section 7 

"No" 

"Yes" 

"Limited".... 

"Not tested". 

No statistical evidence of a negative impact 

Strong statistical evidence of a negative impact 

Limited and incomistent statistical evidence of a negative impact 

This model did not test for th is siigma 

Base Model Results 
The Base Model serves as the primary model and allows all three stigmas to be explored. In sum, 
this model finds no persuasive evidence of any of the three potential stigmas: neither the view of 
the wind facilities nor the distance of the home to those facilities is found to have any consistent, 
measurable, and statistically significant effect on home sales prices. 

• Area Stigma; To investigate Area Stigma, the model tests whether the sales prices of homes 
situated anywhere outside of one mile and inside of five miles of the nearest wind facility are 
measurably different from the sales price of those homes located outside of five miles. No 
statistically significant differences in sales prices between these homes are found (see Figure 
ES-1). 

• Scenic Vista Stigma: For Scenic Vista Stigma, die model is first used to investigate whether. 
the sales prices of homes with varying scenic vistas - absent the presence of the wind facility 
- are measurably different. The model results show dramatic and statistically significant 
differences in this instance (see Figure ES-2); not surprisingly, home buyers and sellers 
consider the scenic vista of a home when establishing the appropriate sales price. 
Nonetheless, when the model tests for whether homes with minor, moderate, substantial, or 
extreme views of wind turbines have measurably different sales prices, no statistically 
significant differences are apparent (see Figure ES-3). 

• Nuisance Stigma: Finally, for Nuisance Stigma, the model is used to test whether the sales 
prices of homes situated inside of one mile of the nearest wind energy facility are measurably 
different from those homes located outside of five miles. Although sample size is somewhat 
limited in this case,^ the model again finds no persuasive statistical evidence that wind 

' 125 homes were located inside of one mile of the nearest wind facility aiid sold post-construction. 
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facilities raeastirably and broadly impact residential sales prices (see Figure ES-1 and later 
results). 

F^ure ES-1: Base Model Results: Area and Nuisance Stigma 
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Figure ES-2: Base Model Results: Scenic Vista 
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Figure ES-3: Base Model Results: Scenic Vista Stigma 

25% 
20% - Average Percentage Differences in Sales Prices 

As Compared To Reference Category o 
c 
a> 

I 
b 
CD 

0 
o 
G) 

^ -10% 

f -15% 
> 
< _20% - • -

25% 

15% 
No differences are statistically 

1°°̂ ° "I significant at the 10% level 
5% 
0% 

-5% 

Reference 

Cqteggry^ J 

1.7% 

-1.2% 

2 . 1 % 

-0.5% 

No View of Turbines 
{n=4207) 

Minor View 
{n=561) 

Moderate View 
(n=106) 

Substantial View 
(n=35) 

Extreme View 
(n=28) 

The reference category consists of transactions for homes witttout a view of the turbines, 
andthst occured after construction began on the m n d facility 

The seven alternative hedonic models and the additional analysis contained in the Repeat Sales 
and Sales Volume Models (see Table ES-2) provide a fdller picture of the three stigmas and the 
robustness of the Base Model results. 

Area Stigma: Other Model Results 
Concentrating first on Area Stigma, tlie results from all of the models are similar: there is no 
statistical evidence of a widespread Area Stigma among tlie homes in this sample. Homes in the 
study areas analyzed here do not appear to be measurably stigmatized by the arrival of a vî ind 
facility, regardless of when those homes sold in the wind project development process and 
regardless of whether the homes are located one mile or five miles away from the nearest facility. 

In the All Sales Model, for example, after adjusting for inflation,"* homes that sold after wind 
facility construction and that had no view of the turbines are fomid to have transacted for higher 
prices - not lower - tlian those homes that sold prior to wind facility construction. Moreover, in 
the Temporal Aspects Model, homes that sold more than two years prior to the announcement of 
the wind facility and that were located more than five miles from where the turbines were 
eventually located are found to have transacted for lower prices - not higher - than homes 
situated closer to the turbines and that sold at any time after the aimouncement and construction 
of the wind facility (see Figure ES - 4). Further, in the Repeat Sales Model, homes located near 
the wind facilities that transacted more than once were found to have appreciated between those 
sales by an amount that was no different from that experienced by homes located in an area 

" All sales prices in all models are adjusted for inflation, but because this model (and the Temporal Aspects Model) 
deals with lime explicitly, it is mentioned specifically here. 
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many miles away from the wind facilities. Finally, as sho \̂Ti in Table ES-2, none of the other 
models identified evidence of a broadly negative and statistically significant Area Stigma. 

Scenic Vista Stigma: Other Model Results 
With respect to Scenic Vista Stigma, the seven alternative hedonic models and the additional 
analysis contained in the Repeat Sales Model find little consistent evidence of a broadly negative 
and statistically significant impact. Although there are 730 residential transactions in the sample 
that involve homes that had views of a wind facility at the time of sale, 160 of which had 
relatively significant views (i.e., a rating higher tiian Minor), none of the various models finds 
strong statistical evidence that the view of a nearby wind facility impacts sales prices in a 
significant and consistent manner. 

When concentrating only on the view of the wind facilities from a home (and not testing for Area 
and Nmsance Stigmas simultaneously), for example, the results from the View Stability Model 
are very similar to those derived from the Base Model, with no evidence of a Scenic Vista 
Stigma. Similarly, the All Sales Model finds that homes that sold after wind facility construction 
and that had a view of the facility transacted for prices that are statistically indistinguishable 
from those homes that sold at any time prior to wind facility construction. The Orientation 
Model, meanwhile, fails to detect any difference between the sales prices of homes that had 
either a front, back, or side orientation to the view of the wind facilit>^ As shown in Table ES-2, 
the Continuous Distance and Temporal Aspects models also do not uncover any evidence of a 
broadly negative and statistically significant Scenic Vista Stigma. 

In the Repeat Sales Model, some limited evidence is found that a Scenic Vista Stigma may exist, 
but those effects are weak, fairly small, somewhat counter-intuitive, and are at odds with the 
results of other models. This finding is likely driven by the small number of sales pairs tliat are 
located within one mile of the wind turbines and that experience a dramatic view of those 
turbines. Finally, in the Overlap Model, where the degree to which a view of the wind facility 
overlaps the primary scenic vista from the home is accounted for, no statistically significant 
differences in sales prices are detected between homes with somewhat or strongly overlapping 
views when compared to those homes with wind turbine views that did not overlap the primary 
scenic vista. Though this model produces some weak evidence of a Scenic Vista Stigma among 
homes with Minor views of wind facilities, the same model finds that the sales prices of those 
homes with views that barely overlap the primary scenic vista are positively nnpacted by the 
presence of the wind facility. When these two results are combined, the overall impact is 
negligible, again demonstrating no persuasive evidence of a Scenic Vista Stigma. 

Nuisance Stigma: Other Model Results 
Results for Nuisance Stigma from the seven altemative hedonic models and the additional 
analysis contained in the Repeat Sales and Sales Volimie Models support the Base Model results. 
Taken together, these models present a consistent set of results: homes in this sample that are 
within a mile of the nearest wind facility, where various nuisance effects have been posited, have 
not been broadly and measurably affected by the presence of those wind facilities. These results 
imply that Nuisance Stigma effects are either not present in this sample, or are too small and/or 
infrequent to be statistically distinguished. 
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In the Distance Stability Model, for example, when concentrating only on the distance from 
homes to the nearest wind mrbine (and not testing for Scenic Vista Stigma simultaneously), the 
results are very similar to those derived from the Base Model, v^th no statistical evidence of a 
Nuisance Stigma. These results are corroborated by the Continuous Distance, Orientation, 
Overlap, and Repeat Sales Models, none of which find a statistically significant relationship 
between distance and either sales prices or appreciation rates. Relatedly, the Sales Volume 
analysis finds no evidence tliat homes located within one mile of the nearest wind turbine are 
sold any more or less frequently than homes located farther away from the wind facilities. 

In the All Sales Model, a weakly significant difference is found between the sales prices of 
homes located between 3000 feet and one mile of the nearest wind facility and the homes that 
sold before the announcement of the wind facility. This effect, however, is largely explained by 
the results of the Temporal Aspects Model, shown in Figure ES - 4. The Temporal Aspects 
Model finds that homes located within one mile of where the wind turbines would evenmally be 
located sold for depressed prices well before the wind facility was even announced or 
constructed. In all time periods following the commencement of wind facility construction, 
however, inflation-adjusted sales prices increased - not decreased - relative to pre-announcement 
levels, demonstrating no statistical evidence of a Nuisance Stigma. The results from the All 
Sales Model (and, for that matter, the negative, albeit statistically insignificant coefficients inside 
of one mile in the Base Model, see Figure ES-1) are therefore an indication of sales price levels 
that preceded wind facility announcement construction, and that are not sustained after 
construction. 

Figure ES - 4: Temporal Aspects Model Results: Area and Nuisance Stigma 
25% 

20% 

w 15% 
o 
a 
QJ 10% 

O 5% 

-20% 

-25% 

Price Changes Over Time 
Average percentage difference in sales prices as compared to reference category 

Reference Category 

Outside o f 5 Mites 
More Than 2 Years 

Before Announcement 

P R E A N N Q U N C E M E N T 

More Than 
2 Years 
Before 

Announcement 

Less Than 
2 Years 
Before 

Announcement 

After 
Announcement 

Before 
Constnjcfion 

-«-LessThan 1 Mile Hi-Between 1 and 3 Miles 

-*r-Be1weer) 3 and 5 Miies -»-Oufside 5 Miies 

P O S T C Q N S T f t U C T i O N 

LessThan 
2Yeare 

After 
Construcfion 

Between 
2 and4 Years 

After 
Construction 

More Than 
4 Years 

AftBf 
Construction 

TtierBterencs category consists of transacSons of tuimes situatedmcra &^an Sî e miles tfum where ff}s nearest 
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Conclusions and Further Research Needs 
Though each of the analysis techniques used in this report has strengths and weaknesses, the 
results as a whole are strongly consistent in that none of the models imcovers conclusive 
evidence of the presence of any of the three property value stigmas that might be present in 
communities surrounding wind power facilities. Therefore, based on the data sample and 
analysis presented here, no evidence is found that home prices surrounding wind facilities are 
consistently, measurably, and significantly affected by either the view of wind facilities or the 
distance of the home to those facihties. Although the analysis cannot dismiss the possibility' that 
individual homes or small numbers of homes have been or could be negatively impacted, it finds 
that if these impacts do exist, they are either too small and/or too infi:equent to result in any 
widespread, statistically observable impact. Moreover, to the degree that homes and wind 
facilities in this sample are similar to homes and facilities in other areas of the United States, the 
results presented here are expected to be transferable to other areas. 

This work builds on the existing literature in a number of respects, but there remain a number of 
areas for further research. The primary goal of subsequent research should be to concentrate on 
those homes located closest to wind facilities, where the data sample herein was the most limited. 
Additional research of the nature reported in this paper could be pursued, but v îth a greater 
number of transactions, especially for homes particularly close to wind facilities. A more 
detailed analysis of sales volume impacts may also be fruitful, as would an assessment of the 
potential impact of wind facilities on the length of time homes are on the market in advance of an 
eventual sale. Finally, it would be useful to conduct a survey of those homeowners hving close 
to existing wind facilities, and especially those residents who have bought and sold homes in 
proximity to wind facilities after facility construction, to assess their opinions on tlie impacts of 
wind project development on their home purchase and sales decisions. 
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1- Introduction 
Wmd power development has expanded dramatically in recent years (GWEC, 2009). Although 
tlie percent of electricity supplied to the U.S. and globally from wind power projects installed 
through 2008 remains relatively low (1.9% and 1.5%, respectively) (Wiser and Bolinger, 2009), 
there are expectations that those percentages will rise and that wind energy could contribute a 
significant percentage of future electricity supply (GWEC, 2008; Wiser and Hand, 2010). Most 
recently. President Obama, in his 2009 State of the Union address, called for a doubling of 
renewable energy in three years (by 2012), and in 2008 the U.S. Department of Energy produced 
a report that analyzed the feasibility of meeting 20% of U.S. electricity demand with wind 
energy by 2030 (US DOE, 2008). 

To meet these goals, a significant amount of wind project development activity would be 
required. The average size of wind power projects built in the U.S. in 2007 and 2008 was 
approximately 100 MW (Wiser and Bolinger, 2009) and the total amount of capacity required to 
reach 20% wind electricity is roughly 300,000 MW (US DOE, 2008). Therefore, to achieve 20% 
wind electricity by 2030, a total of 3,000 wiad facilities may need to be sited and permitted. 
Most permitting processes in tiie U.S. require some form of environmental impact assessment, 
and some form of public involvement in the siting process. Though surveys show that public 
acceptance is high in general for wind energy (e.g., Wolsink, 2000; Firestone and Kempton, 
2006), a variety of concems are often expressed on the local level that can impact the length and 
outcome of the siting and permitting process. These concems range from the potential impacts 
of wind projects on wildlife habitat and mortality, radar and communications systems, ground 
transportation and historic and cultural resources, to aesthetic and property value concems as 
well as potential nuisance and health impacts. As a result, a variety of siting and permitting 
guidelines (AWEA, 2008) and impact assessments (NAS, 2007) have been completed. 

Surveys of local communities considering vitind facilities have consistentiy ranked adverse 
impacts on aesthetics and property values in the top tier of concems (e.g., BBC R&C, 2005; 
Firestone and Kempton, 2006). Developers of wind energy echo this assessment: they ranked 
aesthetics and property values as two of the top concems (first and third respectively) for 
individuals or communities opposed to wind power development (Paul, 2006). Local residents 
have even brought suit against a developer over property values (Dale Rankin v. FPL, 2008), and 
some developers have responded to these concems by offering "neighbor agreements" that 
compensate nearby homeowners for the potential impacts of wind projects. 

The two concems of aesthetics and property values are intrinsically linked. It is well established 
that a home's value will be increased if a high-quality scenic vista is enjoyed from the property 
(e.g.. Seller et al., 2001). Altematively, it is reasonable to assume that if a home's scenic vista 
overlaps with a view of a disamenit> ,̂ the home might be devalued, as bas been found for high-
voltage transmission lines (HVTL) (Kroll and Priestley, 1992; Des-Rosiers, 2002). Whether a 
view of wind turbines similarly impacts home values is a key topic of debate in local siting 
decisions. Aesthetics alone, however, is not the only pathway through which wind projects 
might impact residential property values. Distance to the nearest wind turbine, for example, 
might also have an impact if various nuisance effects are prominent, such as turbine noise. 



shadow flicker,^ health or safety concems, or other impacts, real or perceived. In this way, 
property values near wind turbines might be impacted in the same way as homes near roads 
might be devalued (Bateman et al., 2001). Additionally, there is evidence that proximity to a 
disamenity, even if that disamenity is not visible and is not so close as to have obvious nuisance 
effects, may still decrease a home's sales price, as has been found to be the case for landfills 
(Thayer et a l , 1992). 

Taken together, these general concems about the possible impacts of wind projects on residential 
propert>' values can be loosely categorized into three potential stigmas: 
• Area Stigma: A concem that the general area surrounding a wind energy facility will appear 

more developed, which may adversely affect home values in the local community regardless 
of whether any individual home has a view of the wind turbines. 

• Scenic Vista Stigma: A concern that a home may be devalued because of the view of a wind 
energy facility, and the potential impact of that view on an otherwise scenic vista. 

• Nuisance Stigma: A concem that factors that may occur in close proximity to wind turbines, 
such as sound and shadow flicker, will have a unique adverse influence on home values. 

These three potential stigmas are not mutually exclusive and could, in tiieoiy, be present in part 
or in combination for any single home. Consequently, all three potential impacts must be 
considered when analyzing the effects of wind facihties on residential sales prices. 

Although concems about the potential impact of wind projects on residential property values are 
often mentioned in siting cases, the state of the existing literature on this topic leaves much to be 
desired. To some extent, the growing body of research investigating this topic has come to 
opposing conclusions. The most recent and comprehensive of these studies have often concluded 
that no widespread impacts of wind projects on residential property values are apparent (Hoen, 
2006; Sims and Dent, 2007; Sims et al., 2008). At the same time, pre-construction surveys of 
both homeowners and real estate experts have sometimes found an expectation of negative 
impacts (e.g. Haughton et al., 2004), and post-construction appraisals have sometimes come to 
similar conclusions (McCaim, 2008; Kielisch, 2009). Given the state of the literature, it is not 
uncommon for local siting and permitting processes to involve contradicting testimony from 
experts, as occurred in 2004 when the PubHc Service Commission of Wisconsin heard opposing 
conclusions from two studies conducted by experienced home valuation experts (Poletti, 2005; 
Zarem, 2005). 

This report contains the most comprehensive and data-rich analysis to date on the potential 
impacts of wind projects on nearby residential sales prices. Data from 7,459 residential 
transactions were collected from the surroundins communities of 24 individual wind projects in 
nine states and 14 counties in the United States. Because of the large sample size, the diversity 
of wind projects included in the analysis, and the depth of information collected, a number of 
different analyses were possible. Specifically, this report relies heavily on a hedonic regression 

'"̂  Shadow flicker occurs whea tlie sun shioes tlirougli the wind turbine blades when at a low angle to the horizon and 
shadows are cast on a window or interior wall of a residence (NAS, 2007). 
^ The majority of the analysis only includes homes that sold after wind facility coi^tmction began, totaling 4,937 
transactions. 



model' and uses various forms of that model to investigate potential effects and to confirm the 
robustness of the resulting findings. To further investigate the robustness of the results, a repeat 
sales model^ and a sales volimie model^ are also utilized. In sum, this work builds and improves 
on the previous literature, and provides an in-depth assessment of the question of whether 
residential property values in the United States have been affected, in a statistically measurable 
way, by views of and proximity to wind power facilities. 

The remainder of this report is stmcmred as follows. The next section discusses the hedonic 
model in general, its application to environmental disamenities research, and some potentially 
analogous results drawn from these studies. This is followed by a summary of the existing 
literature that has investigated the effects of wind energy on residential property values. The 
report then turns to the data used in the analysis, a discussion of the primary (or "base") hedonic 
model, and an analysis of the results from that statistical model Folloviing that, a set of 
altemative hedonic models are estimated, as well as a repeat sales model and sales volume model, 
to test for the robusmess of the "base" model results and to explore other aspects of the data. 
Taking into account the full set of results presented earlier, the report then discusses the three 
stigmas that may lead to wind projects impacting residential property values, and siunmarizes 
how the analysis informs the existence and magnitude of these potential effects. The report ends 
with a brief conclusion, and a discussion of future research possibilities. A number of 
appendices follow the conclusion, and contain detailed information on each wind project smdy 
area, the data collection instrument and qualitative rating systems used in the field research, the 
investigation of the best "base" model, the hedonic model assumptions and related tests, and full 
results from all of the additional statistical models estimated in the report. 

^ The hedonic regression model, which was briefly described in a sidebar io the Executive Suinmaiy, is d^cribed in 
detail in Section 2.1. 
^ A repeat sales model uses, as its dataset, only those homes that have sold more tiian once. By conq>ariiig annual 
appreciation rates of homes Uiat sold once before tacility announcement, and again after construction, it can be 
tested, in an alternative fashion, if home values are affected by the distance to or view of nearby wind turbines. 
^ Sales volume can be defined as the percentage of homes that fit a certain criteria (e.g. single family, on less than 25 
aaes. zoned residential, assessed for more than $ 10,000) that actually did sell. By comparing sales volumes at 
various distances to wind facilities, before and after the facility was built, a further robustness test is possible. 



2, Previous Research 
Hedonic pricing models are frequently used to assess the marginal impacts of house and 
community characteristics on sales prices and by extension on property values in general. 
Because the hedonic model is the primary statistical method used in this report, this section 
begins by describing the model in more detail and providing some relevant examples of its use. 
The section then reviews the existing literamre on the effects of wind energy facilities on 
siuTounding property values, highlights the shortcomings of that literature, and outlines how the 
present research addresses those shortcomings. 

2.1 . Hedonic Models and Envi ronmenta l Disamenities 
A house can be thought of as a bundle of characteristics (e.g., number of square feet, number of 
bathrooms, number of fireplaces, and amount of acreage). When a price is agreed upon between 
a buyer and seller tiiere is an implicit miderstanding that those characteristics have value. When 
data from a number of sales transactions are available, the individual marginal contribution to the 
sales price of each characteristic can be estimated -with a hedonic regression model (Rosen, 1974; 
Freeman, 1979). This relationship takes the basic fomi: 

Sales price =/'(house stmctural characteristics, other factors) 

where 'liouse stmctural characteristics" might include, but are not limited to, the number of 
square feet of Hving area, bathrooms, and fireplaces, the presence of central AC and the 
condition of the home, and "other factors" might include, but are not limited to, home site 
characteristics (e.g., number of acres), neighborhood characteristics (e.g., school district), market 
conditions at the time of sale (e.g., prevailing mortgage interest rates), and surrotmding 
environmental conditions (e.g., proximity to a disamenity or amenity). 

The relationship between the sales price of homes and the house characteristics and other factors 
can take various fonns. The most common functional form is the semi-log constmction where 
the dependent variable is the namral log of the infiation adjusted sales price, and the independent 
variables are unadjusted (not transformed) home characteristics and other factors. The usefulness 
of this form of hedonic model is well established (Malpezzi, 2003; Sirmans et al., 2005b; Simons 
and Saginor, 2006) assuming that certain threshold assumptions are met^*' The model is used 
commonly by academics, real estate assessors, appraisers, and realtors when large datasets are 
available on past residential sales transactions, and w%en estimates of the marginal impact of 
certain house characteristics and other factors on sales prices are desired. ̂ ^ 

These assun^tions, which are discussed in greater detail in Section 4.2 and Appendix G, include absence of 
outliers and/or influenccrs, presence of homoskedaslic variances, absence of spatial and temporal autocorrelation, 
and absence of collinearity between the variables of interest and other independent variables. 
" It should be emphasized that a hedonic model is not designed to appraise properties (ie., to establish an estimate 
of the market value of a home at a specified point in time), as would be done with an automated valuation model 
(AVM), Rather, hedonic models are designed to estimate the marginal contribution of individual house or 
community characteristics to sales prices, ŵ hich requires hedonic models to rely upon large data sets with a sizable 
number of explanatory variables. Appraisal models, on the other hand, are generally based on smaii, localized data 
sets (i.e.. "comps") and a Hmited number of explanatory variables that pertain to nearby properties. Due to tlieir 
higher level of accuracy through the use of significantly more information (e.g., diverse spatial, temporal, and 



A particularly useful application of the hedonic regression model is to value non-market goods -
goods that do not have transparent and observable market prices. For this reason, the hedonic 
model is often used to derive value estimates of ameiuties such as wetlands (e.g., Mahan et al., 
2000) or lake views (e.g.. Seller et al., 2001), and disamenities, such as proximity to and/or 
views of high-voltage traramission lines (HVTLs) (e.g. Des-Rosiers, 2002), fossil fuel power 
plants (Davis, 2008), roads (e.g. Bateman et al., 2001), cell phone towers (e.g. Bond and Wang, 
2007), and landfills (e.g., Thayer et a l , 1992; Ready and Abdalla, 2005). 

There are a number of useful reviews that describe the application of hedonic models in these 
circumstances (Kroll and Priestiey, 1992; Farber, 1998; McCann, 1999; Bateman et al., 2001; 
Boyle and Kiel, 2001; Jackson, 2001; Ready and Abdalla, 2005; Simons and Saginor, 2006; 
Simons, 2006b; Leonard etal., 2008).'^ The large number of smdies covered in these reviews 
demonstrate that hedonic models are regularly used to investigate the interplay between home 
values and distance to potential disamenities, teasing out if and how sales prices are adversely 
affected depending on the distance of a typical home from a disamenity. For example, Carroll et 
al. (1996) use a hedonic model to estimate a devaluation of 16% for homes "close to" a chemical 
plant, with a 6.5% increase in sales price per mile away out to 2.5 miles, at which point effects 
fade entirely. Dale et al. (1999) find a maximum effect of-4% near a lead smelter, with sales 
prices increasing 2% for each mile away out to two miles, where effects again fade. Ready and 
Abdalla (2005) find maximum effects near landfills of-12.4%, which fade entirely outside 2,400 
feet, and maximum effects near confined animal feeding operations of-6.4%, which fade entirely 
outside of 1,600 feet. Meanwhile, studies of other energy infrastructure, such as HVTLs, find 
maximum effects of -5.7% for homes adjacent to a HVTL tower, and an increase in prices of 
0.018% per foot away from the tower out to 300 feet (Hamilton and Schwann, 1995), and 
maximimi effects of-14% for homes within 50 feet of a HVTL, but no effect for similar homes 
at 150 feet (Des-Rosiers, 2002). Further, for fossil fuel power plants, Davis (2008) finds average 
adverse effects of between 3 and 5% inside of two miles but that those effects fade entirely 
outside of that distance range. 

In addition to investigating how sales prices change with distance to a disamenity, hedonic 
models have been used to investigate how prices have changed over time. For instance, sales 
prices have sometimes been found to reboimd after the removal of a disamenity, such as a lead 
smelter (Dale et al., 1999), or to fade over time, as with HVTLs (Kroll and Priestley, 1992) or 
spent fuel storage facilities (Clark and AUison, 1999). Finally, hedonic models have been used 
to estimate how views of a disamenity affect sales prices. Des-Rosiers (2002), for example, 
finds that homes adjacent to a power line and facing a HVTL tower sell for as much as 20% less 
than similar homes that are not facing a IWTL tower. 

charaaeristic information) and rigorous methodology, hedonic models can also be used as appraisal models. 
Automated valuation models camiot, however, be reUably used to measure marginal effects because they do not 
ert^loy STifficient iufonmition to do so, and, more importantly, AVMs do not hold controlling characteristics 
constant, which could bias any resulting estimates of marginal effects. 
^̂  For fiirther discussion of the hedonic model and its application to the quantification of enviroimiental stigmas in 
comparison to other methods see Jackson (2005). 



It is unclear how well the existing hedonic literature on otlier disamenities applies to wind 
turbines, but diere are likely some similarities. For instance, in general, the existing literature 
seems to suggest that concems about lasting health effects provide the largest diminution in sales 
prices, followed by concems for one's enjoyment of the property, such as auditory and visual 
nttisances, and that all effects tend to fade with distance to the disamenity - as the perturbation 
becomes less armoying. This might indicate that property value effects from wind turbines are 
likely to be the most pronounced quite close to them, but fade quickly as their auditory and 
visual impacts fade. The existing hedonic literature also, in general, finds that effects fade with 
time as self-selecting buyers without prejudice towards the disamenity move into the area, or as 
the real or perceived risks of the disamenity are lessoned (Jackson, 2001). This implies that any 
stigmas related to wind turbines might also fade over time as local communities come to accept 
their presence. 

2.2. Impacts of Wind Projects on P rope r ty Values 
Turning to the literature that has investigated the potential property value effects from wind 
facilities directly, it deserves note that few studies have been academically peer-reviewed and 
published; in some cases, the work has been performed for a party on one side or the other of the 
pennitting process (e.g., the wind developer or an opposition group). Nonetheless, at a minimimi, 
a brief review of this existing literature will set the stage for and motivate the later discussion of 
the methods and results of the present work. The literature described below is summarized in 
Table 1. To frame this discussion, where possible, the three potential stigmas discussed earlier 
are used: 
• Area Stigma: A concem that the general area surrounding a wind energy facility will appear 

more developed, which may adversely affect home values in the local community regardless 
of whether any individual home has a view of tlie wind turbines. 

• Scenic Vista Stigma: A concem that a home may be devalued because of the view of a wind 
energy facility, and the potential impact of that view on an otherwise scenic vista. 

• Nuisance Stigma: A concem that factors that may occur in close proximity to wind turbines, 
such as sound and shadow flicker, will have a imique adverse influence on home values. 

In one of the most recent studies, Sims et al. (2008) used a hedonic model to investigate Scenic 
Vista Stigma using 199 residential transactions within VA of a mile of the 16-turbine Bears Down 
wind facility in Cornwall, UK. They found both large positive and smaller negative significant 
relationships between views of the turbines and sales prices depending on whether the view is 
seen from the front or rear of the home, respectively, but found no relationship between the 
number of wind turbines visible and sales prices. Previously, Sims and Dent (2007) used a 
hedoiuc model to investigate Niusance and Scenic Vista Stigma with 919 transactions for homes 
within five miles of two wind feciUties in the UK, finding only limited evidence of a relationship 
between proximity to and views of turbines and sales prices, which local real estate experts 
attributed to other causes. Hoen (2006) investigated Scenic Vista Stigma using a hedonic model 
to analyze 280 residential transactions occurring near a wind facility in Madison Coimty, NY, 
and found no evidence that views of turbines significantly affects prices. Jordal-Jorgensen 
(1996) mvestigated Nuisance Stigma in Denmark, and found an adverse effect for homes located 
"close" to the turbines, but no statistical significance was reported.^^ 

A copy of this report could not be obtained and tlierefore its findings are reported based on otber citations. 



Using different statistical methods, Poletti (2005; 2007) used a /-Test to investigate Nuisance and 
Area Stigma by comparing the mean sales prices of 187 and 256 homes in Illinois and Wisconsin, 
respectively, located near wind facilities (target group) to those further away (control group). ̂ '̂ ̂  ̂  
He split these target and control groups into respective smaller and more-homogenous sub­
groups, such as large and small tracts, with and without homes, finding no statistical evidence 
that homes near the wind facilities sold for different prices than those farther away. Sterzinger et 
al. (2003) analyzed roughly 24,000 residential transactions, which were divided between those 
within five miles of a wind facility and those outside of five miles in an etTort to assess Area 
Stigma. They compared residential appreciation rates over time, and found no apparent 
difference between those homes within and outside of five miles from a wind facility, but the 
statistical significance of this compaiison was not reported. 

Other authors have used smaller samples of residential transactions and a variety of simple 
statistical techniques, without reporting statistical significance, and have found a lack of 
evidence of effects from Nuisance Stigma (Jerabek, 2001; Jerabek, 2002; Beck, 2004) and Area 
Stigma (DeLacy, 2005; Goldman, 2006). These results, however, are somewhat contrary to what 
one appraiser has found. In his investigation of Nuisance Stigma around a wind fecility in Lee 
County, IL, McCami (2008) found that two homes nearby a wind facility had lengthy selling 
periods that, he believes, also adversely affected transaction prices. Additionally, Kielisch 
(2009) investigated Nuisance Stigma by comparing twelve transactions of undeveloped land near 
two wind facilities in Wisconsin (Blue Sky Green Field and Forward) to undeveloped land 
transactions farther away. He foimd that land tracts near the wind facilities sold for dramatically 
lower prices ($/acre) than the comparable group, but the statistical significance of the 
comparison was not reported. 

In addition to these revealed preference studies, a number of stated preference surveys (e.g., 
contingent valuation) and general opinion surveys have investigated the existence of potential 
effects. ^̂  A survey of local residents, conducted after tlie wind facilities were erected, found no 
evidence of Area Stigma (Goldman, 2006), while another found limited evidence of these 
stigmas (Bond, 2008).^^ Similarly, some surveys of real estate experts conducted after facility 

'̂  A /-Test is used to compare two sample means by discerning if one is significantly different from the other, 
'̂  The 2007 study used the data contained in the 2005 study in combination with new data consisting of transactions 
that occurred in the interim period. 
'̂' Contingent valuation is a sun̂ ey based technique to value non-market goods (e.g., an enviromnental disamenity) 

that asks respondents what dieir "willingness to pay" (or "willingness to accept") is to have, for instance, a 
disamenity removed from (or to have it remain in) their neighborhood. This technique is distinct from a general 
opinion survey, which might ask whether respondents believe property values have been impacted by an 
enviromnental disamenity and, if so, '̂by how much." Although there are in^rtant distinctions between the two 
techniques, with the contingent valuation metliod often preferred by economic practitioners, for simplicity no 
distinction is made here between these two approaches. Finally, another subset of the survey literature focuses on 
public acceptance (i.e., opinion). Thongli these public acceptance surveys sometimes cover possible unpacts on 
property values, those in^acts are not quantified in economic terms. As a result, public acceptance survey result 
are not reported here. 
^̂  Bond (200S) asked respondents to declare if the wind facihty, which is located roughly 7 miles away, would effect 
what they would be willing to pay for their houst and 75% said either tliey would pay the same or more for tlieir 
house, while the remainder would pay less. 'When those latter respondents were asked to estimate the percentage 
difference in value, (heir estiniates averaged rougMy 5%. 



constmction have found no evidence of Area or Nuisance Stigmas (Grover, 2002; Goldman, 
2006). These results, however, are contrary to the expectations for Area, Scenic Vista, and 
Nuisance Stigma effects predicted by local residents (Haughton et a l , 2004; Furestone et al., 
2007) and real estate experts (Haughton et ah, 2004; Khatri, 2004; Kielisch, 2009) prior to 
constmction found elsewhere. ̂ ^ The difference between predicted and actual effects might be 
attributable, at least in part, to the fear of the unknown. For instance, Wolsink (1989) found that 
public attitudes toward wind power, on average, are at their lowest for local residents during the 
wind project planning stage, but retum almost to pre-announcement levels after the facilities are 
built. This result is echoed by Exeter-Enterprises-Ltd. (1993) and Palmer (1997), whose post-
construction surveys found higher approval than those conducted pre-constmction. Others, 
however, have found that perceptions do not always improve, attributing the lack of 
improvement to the perceived "success" or lack therefore of the project, with strong disapproval 
forrmng if turbines sit idle (Thayer and Freeman, 1987) or are perceived as a waste of taxpayer 
dollars (Devine-Wright, 2004). 

When this literature is looked at as a whole, it appears as if wind projects have been predicted to 
negatively impact residential property values when pre-construction surveys are conducted, but 
that sizable, widespread, and statistically significant negative impacts have largely failed to 
materialize post-construction when actual transaction data become available for analysis. The 
studies that have investigated Area Stigma with market data have failed to uncover any pervasive 
effect. Of the studies focused on Scenic Vista and Nuisance Stigmas, only one is known to have 
found statistically significant adverse effects, yet the authors contend that those effects are likely 
driven by variables omitted from their analysis (Sims and Dent, 2007). Other studies that have 
relied on market data have sometimes found the possibility of negative effects, but the statistical 
significance of those results have rarely been reported. 

Despite these findings, the existing literature leaves much to be desired. First, many smdies have 
relied on surveys of homeowners or real estate professionals, rather than trying to quantify real 
price impacts based on market data. Second, a number of studies conducted rather simplified 
analyses of the underlying data, potentially not controlling for the many drivers of residential 
sales prices. Third, many of the studies have relied upon a very limited number of residential 
sales transactions, and therefore may not have had an adequate sample to statistically discern any 
property value effects, even if effects did exist. Fourth, and perhaps as a result, many of the 
studies did not conduct, or at least have not published, the statistical significance of their results. 
Fifth, when analyzed, there has been some emphasis on Area Stigma, and none of the studies 
have investigated all three possible stigmas simultaneously. Sixtli, only a few of die studies 
(Hoen, 2006; Sims and Dent, 2007; Sims et al., 2008; Kielisch, 2009) conducted field visits to 
the homes to assess the quality of the scenic vista from the home, and the degree to which tiie 
wind facility might impact that scenic vista. Finally, with two exceptions (Sims and Dent, 2007; 
Sims et a l , 2008), none of the studies have been academically peer-reviewed and published. 

'* It should be noted that the samples used by both Khatri and Kielisch contained a subset of respondents who did 
have some familiarity with valuing homes near wind lacilities. 



Table 1: Summary of Existing Literature on Impacts of Wind Projects on Property Values 

Document Type 
Author(s) Year 

Number of 
Transactions 

or Respondents 

Before or After 
Wind Facflity 
Construction 
Comit^nced 

Area 
Stigma 

Scenic 
Vista 

Stigma 
Nuisance 
Stigma 

Homeowner Swr\'ev 
Haughton et al. 
Goldman 
Firestone et al. 
Bond 

2004 
2006 
2007 
2008 

501 
50 
504 

-300 

Before 
After 

Before 
After 

_ * 

none 
_ * 

_ * 

_ * 

-? _ ? 

Expert Survey 
Grover 
Haughton et al. 
Khatii 
Goldman 
KieHsch 

2002 
2004 
2004 . 
2006 
2009 

n 
45 

405 
50 
57 

After 
Before 
Before^ 
After 

Before^ 

none 
_ * 

_ 7 
none 

_ * 
none 

-? 
none 
_ 7 

Transaction Analvsi^ - Simule Statistics 
Jerabek 
Jerabek 
Sterzinger etal. 
Beck 
Poletti 
DeLacy 
Goldman 
Poletti 
McCann 
Kielisch 

2001 
2002 
2003 
2004 
2005 
2005 
2006 
2007 
2008 
2009 

25 
7 

24,000 
2 

187 
21 
4 

256 
2 

103 

After 
After 
After 
After 
After 

Before^ 
After 
After 
After 
After 

none 

none 
none 
none 
none 

none 
none 

none 
none 

none 
_ ? 

_ 7 

Transaction Analysis - Hedonic Model 
Jordal-Jorgensen 
Hoen 
Suns & Dent 
Sims et al. 

1996 
2006 
2007 
2008 

? 

280 
919 • 
199 

After 
After 
After 
After 

"none " indicates the majority of the respondents do not believe properties have be 
or that no effect was detected at 10% significance level (for transaction analysis) 

none 

-/+* 
sn affected ( 

_ 7 

- * 

for surve)'s) 

"- ?" indicates a negative effect without statistical significance provided 

"- *" indicates statistically significant negative effect at } 0% significance level 

"../+ *" indicates positive and negative statistically significant effects at 10% signif cance lê êl 
t Sales were collected after facHitv announcement but before construction 
X Some respondents had experience with valuations near facilities while others did not 



3. Data Overview 
The methods applied in the present work are intended to overcome many of the limitations of the 
existing literattire. First, a large amount of data is collected from residential transactions within 
10 miles of 24 different wind projects in the U.S., allowing for a robust statistical analysis across 
a pooled dataset that includes a diverse group of wind project sites. Second, all three potential 
stigmas are investigated by exploring the potential impact of wind projects on home values based 
both on the distance to and view of the projects from the homes. Third, field visits are made to 
every home in the sample, allowing for a solid assessment of the scenic vista enjoyed by each 
home and the degree to which the wind facility can be seen from the home, and to collect other 
value-influencing data from the field (e.g., if the home is situated on a citi-de-sac). Finally, a 
number of hedonic regression models are applied to the resulting dataset, as are repeat sales and 
sales volimie analyses, in order to assess the robusmess of the results. 

Testing for the three potential stigmas requires a significant sample of residential transactions 
within close proximity to existing wind facilities. Unfortunately for the study, most wind pow'er 
projects are not located near densely populated areas. As a result, finding a single wind project 
site with enough transaction data to rigorously analyze was not possible. Instead, the approach 
was to collect data fiom multiple wind project sites, with the resulting data then pooled together 
to allow for robust statistical analyses. ̂  The remainder of this section describes the site 
selection process that is used, and provides a brief overview of both the selected study areas and 
the data that were collected from these areas. Also provided is a description of how scenic vista, 
views of turbines, and distances from turbines were quantified for use in the hedonic analysis, 
and a summary of the field data collection effort. The section ends with a brief summary of the 
resulting dataset. 

3 .1 . Site Selection 

For the purpose of this study, an ideal wind project area would: 
1) Have a large number of residential transactions both before and, more importantly, after wind 

facility construction, and especially in close proximity (e.g., within 2 miles) of tiie facility; 
2) Have comprehensive data on home characteristics, sales prices, and locations that are readily 

available in electronic form; and 
3) Be reasonably representative of the types of wind power projects being installed in the 

United States. 

To identify appropriate sites that met these criteria, and that also pro\ided a diversity of locations, 
tiie authors obtained from Energy Velocity, LLC a set of Geographic Information System (GIS) 
coordinates representing 241 wind projects in the U.S. that each had a total nameplate capacity 
greater than 0.6 megawatts (MW) and had gone online before 2006.'̂ ^ Also provided were 
facility capacity, number of turbines, and announcement, construction, and operational dates. 
These data were cross-checked with a similar dataset provided by the American Wind Energy 
Association (AWEA), which also included some turbine hub-height information. 

^̂  A thorough discussion of this "pooled" approach is contained in Section 4.2 and in Appendix F. 
-° Energy Velocity, LLC was owned at the time by Global Energy Decisions, which was later purchased by Ventyx. 
The dataset is available as Velocit>' Suite 2008 from Ventyx. 
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By using a variety of different GIS sorting techniques involving nearby towns with populations 
greater than, for example, 2,500 people, using census tract population densities, and having 
discussions with wind energy stakeholders, a prospective Hst of 56 possible study areas w âs 
generated, which were then ranked using two scales: "highly desirable" to "least desirable," and 
"feasible" to "potentially unfeasible."^^ Then, through an iterative process that combined calls to 
county officials to discuss the number of residential transactions and data availability, with 
investigations using mapping software to find the location of individual wind turbines, and, in 
some cases, preliminary visits, a list of 17 prospective study areas were chosen as both "highly 
desirable" and "feasible." Ultimately, three of these proved to be "unfeasible" because of data 
availability issues and four "undesirable" because the study area was considered not 
representative. This effort ultimately resitited in a final set of ten study areas that encompass a 
total of 24 distinct wind facilities (see Figure I and Table 2).^^ A full description of each study 
area is provided in Appendix A. 

"' "Desirability" was a con^ination of a number of factors: the wind facility having more than one turbine; the study 
area having greater tlian 350 sales within 5 miles and within 10 years, 250 of which transacted following 
construction of the facility; having some transaction data old enougli to pre-date facility announcement; having data 
on the core home and site characteristics (e.g., square feet, acres); and, where possible, having a concentration of 
sales within 1 mile of the facility. "Feasibihty" was also a combination of factors: having home characteristic and 
sales data in electronic fonn; having GIS sliapcfiles of ilic parcel locations; and being granted ready access to tins 
infomiation. 
^ Tlie "unfeasible" study areas were Cerro Gordo County, lA, Bennington County, VT, and Atlantic County, NJ. 
Ceno Gordo County, lA contained multiple wind projects totalmg 140 MW. Although the data at tliis site were 
available in electronic form, the coxmty only agreed to share data in paper form, which would have created an 
enormous data entry burden. Because another site in die sample was considered similar to the Cerro Gordo site 
(lABV), Cerro Gordo County was dropped from the prospective sites. Bennington County, VT contained tlie 11 
turbine Searsburg Wind Project (6 MW) but bad no electronic records. Atlantic County, NJ contained the five 
turbine Jersey Atlantic Wind Farm (7.5 MW), but had data in paper records only and the county was unresponsive to 
inquiries regarding the study. The "imdesirable" study areas were Plymoutli County, MA, Wood County, OH, 
Cascade County, MT, and Riverside County, CA. Although the data in Plymouth Coimty, MA ŵ ere more than 
adequate, this small, on-land, yet coastal Hull Wind facility (2 turbines, 2.5 MW) was not considerKi to be 
particularly representative of wind development across the US. Wood County's four turbine Bowling Green facility 
(7 MW) met the appropriate data requirements, but ultimately it was decided that this facility was too small and 
remote to be representative. Cascade County's six turbine Horseshoe Bend Wind Park (9 MW) did not have enough 
transactions to justify stady. Riverside, CA, where roughly 2500 turbines are located, had less-than-desired home 
characteristic data, had transactions tl^t came more than 10 years after large scale development began, and despite 
having homes that were witiiin 1 mile of die nirbines, those liomes typically had lunited views becatise of h i ^ 
subdivision walls. 
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Figure 1: Map of Study Areas and Potential Study Areas 
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Table 2: Summary of Study Areas 

s tudy Area 

Code 

WAOR 

TXHC 

OKCC 

TABV 

ILLC 

W IKCDC 

PASC 

PAWC 

NYMCOC 

NYMC 

Study Areii Counties, States 

Benton and Walla Walla Counties, 
WA and Umatilla County, OR 

Howard County, TX 

Custer County, OK 

Buena Vista Coimtj,', lA 

Lee County, IL 

Kewaunee and Door Comities. Wl 

Somerset Count)', PA 

Wayne Count>-, PA 

Madison and Oneida Counties, NY 

Madison Coimty, NY 

FacUitj' Names 

Vimsyck Ridge, State-line, 

Nine Canyon I & II, 

Combine Hilla 

Big Spring I & 11 

Weatherford I & EI 

Storm Like I & H, 
Waverly, Intrepid I & II 

Mendota Hills. GSG Wind 

Red River, Lincoln 

Green Mountain. Somerset, 

Meyersdale 

Waymait 

Madison 

Feimer 
TOTAL 

Number 

of 
Turbines 

582 

46 

98 

381 

103 

31 

34 

43 

7 

20 

1345 

Number 
o f M W 

429 

34 

147 

370 

1.30 

20 

49 

65 

12 

30 

1286 

M a x Hub 
Height 

(meters) 

60 

SO 

80 

65 

78 

65 

SO 

65 

67 

66 

Max Hub 
Height 
(feet) 

197 

262 

262 

213 

256 

213 

262 

213 

220 

218 

These 10 study areas and 24 projects are located in nine separate states, and include projects in 
the Pacific Northwest, upper Midwest, the Northeast, and the South Central region. The wind 
projects included in the sample total 1,286 MW, or roughly 13% of total U.S. wind power 
capacity installed at the time (the end of 2005). Turbine hub heights in the sample range from a 
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minimum of 164 feet (50 meters) in the Washington/Oregon (WAOR) study area, to a maximum 
of 262 (80 meters) (TXHC, OKCC and PASC), with nine of the ten study areas having bub 
heights of at least 213 feet (65 meters). The sites include a diverse variety of land types, 
including combinations of ridgeline (WAOR, PASC, and PAW^C), rolling hills (ILLC, WIKCDC, 
NYMCOC, and NYMC), mesa (TXHC), and windswept plains (OKCC, lABV).^^ 

3.2. D a t a Co l l ec t ion 

In general, for each study area, residential transaction data in as close proximity to the wind 
turbines as possible was sought, from both before and after wind facility construction. To 
balance the cost and qxoantity of data collection in each study area with the desire to cover as 
many study areas as possible, the research effort sought to collect data on 400 to 1,250 
transactions in each study area. '̂̂  Tn some instances, this meant including all residential 
transactions within ten miles of the wind turbines. In others, only transactions within five miles 
were included. In some extreme instances, when the nimiber of transactions inside of five miles 
far exceeded the 1,250 limit, all transactions in close proximity to the wind turbines (e.g., inside 
three miles) were included in combination with a random sample of transactions outside of that 
distance band (e.g., between three and five miles).^^ The data selection processes for each Study 
Area are contained in Appendix A. 

Three primary sets of data are used in the analysis: tabular data, GIS data, and field data, each of 
which is discussed below. Following that, this subsection highlights the two qualitative variables 
that are essential to this analysis and that therefore require special attention, scenic vista and 
views of turbines, and then discusses the field data collection process. 

3.2,1. T a b u l a r Da ta 

Berkeley Lab obtained tabular transaction data from participating comities^'^ containing 7,459 
"valid" "̂  transactions of smgle family residential homes, on less than 25 acres,^^ which were 

' ' Some areas, sucli as PASC, had both a ridgeline and rolling hills on which wnd facilities were located. 
•̂̂  This range was chosen to ensure that a minimum of data were present in each study area to allow for a robust 
analysis, and yet not too much so as to make data collection (e.g., tiie visiting of each home) inordinately time and 
resource consimiing in any indivi<feial study area. 
"̂  An altemative method would have been to collect data on every sale that occurred. Although in most cases ihis 
would be preferred, hi ours it would not have added one additional transaction witliiu close proximity or with 
dramatic views of wind Uirbine, the focus of die study. Rather, it would have added an overwhelming maj ority of 
transactions of homes without views and at distances outside of three miles from the turbines, all of which would 
have come at considerably cost and, more importantly, would not likely have influenced the results significantly 
while perhaps necessitating a reduction in the total number of shidy areas that could be included in the sample. 
*̂ In some cases, the county officials, themselves, extracted data Itom their database, and in some cases a company 

engaged to manage a county's data provided tiie necessary infomiation. In eitlier case die provider is referred to as 
"county." Detailed descriptions of the providers are presented in Appendix A. 
'̂ Validift' was determuied by each mdividual comity data provider. A sale that is considered 'Valid" for county 

purposes would normally meet the minimum requirements of being arm's length; being a transfer of all rights and 
warrants associated widi the real estate; containing an insignificant amoimt of personal property so as not to affect 
tlie price; demonstratii^ diat neither party in the sale acting under duress or ccercion; not being the resuU of a 
liquidation of insets or any other auction, a mortgage foreclosure, a tax sale, or a quit claim; and being appropriate 
for use in calculating the sales price to assessed value ratios that are reported to the state. Due to the formal 
requirements associated with this calculation, "VaMdity" is often defmed by a state's Department of Revenue, as 
shown, for example, here: http://wfww.orps.state.nv.us/assessor/manuals/voi6/rfv/mdex.htm. In addition, though the 
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sold for a price of more than $10,000/^ which occurred after January 1, 1996/'** and which had 
fully popitlated "core" home characteristics. These core characteristics are: number of square 
feet of the living area (not including finished basement), acres of land, bathrooms, and fireplaces, 
the year the home was built,"^^ if the home had exterior wallsthatwere stone, a central air 
conditioning imit, and/or a finished basement, and the exterior condition of the home. The 7,459 
residential transactions in the sample consist of 6,194 homes (a number of the homes in the 
sample sold more than once in the selected smdy period). Because each transaction had a 
corresponding set of the core home characteristic data, they could all be pooled into a single 
model. In addition to the home characteristic data, each count>^ provided, at a minimum, the 
home's physical address and sales price. The counties often also provided data on homes in tlie 
study area that did not sell in the study period.''" Finally, market-specific quarterly housing 
inflation indexes were obtained from Freddie Mac, which allowed nominal sales prices to be 
adjusted to 1996 dollars. ̂ '̂  

sample originally contained 7,498 sales, 34 homes sold twice m a 6 month period and, after discussions witli local 
officials, these transactions were considered likely to have been "in\'alid" despite the county coding them to the 
contrary. Additionally, five transactions produced standardized residuals that were more than six standard 
deviations away from die mean, indicating that these sales were abnormal and likely not valid. Both of these sets of 
transactions, totaling 39, were removed from the final dataset. Of the 39 sales, 32 sold following construction, 10 
were concentrated in lABV and nine in TXHC witii the othere spread between seven of the remaining eight smdy 
areas. One of the homes w-as mside of one mile from the turbiaes at tlie time of sale, and two had views of the 
turbines (both of which were MINOR). The home that was located within one mile was surroimded by a number of 
other homes - at similar distances from the turbines - that transacted both before and after the wind facilities were 
buiU and were included in the sample. A more thorough discussion of the ̂ rreening techniques used to ensure tlie 
appropriateness of the final data set are presented in detail io Appendix G under "Outliers/lnfluenccrs." Fmally, it 
should be noted that tlie autliors are aware of four instances in Qie study areas when homes were sold to wind 
developers. In two cases tlie devxloper did not resell the home; in the other two, tiie developer resold the home at a 
lower price than which it was purchased. But, because the sales were to a related party, these transactions were not 
considered "valid' and are therefore not included here. One might, however, reasonably expect that the property 
values of lliese homes were impacted by the presence of the wind ttirbines. 
^̂  Single family residences on more than 25 acres were considered to be likely candidates for alternative uses, such 
as agricuUural and recreational, which could have an influence on sales price that was outside of the capabilities of 
the model to esdmate. Because all records were for parcels that contained a residence, the model did not contain 
any "land-only" transactions. Further, none of the transactions provided for this research were for parcels on which 
a mrbine was located 
^̂  A sales price of S10,000 was considered the absolute minimum amount an improved parcel (one containing a 
residential structure) would sell for in any of the study areas and study periods. This provided an additional screen 
over and above die "valid" screen that the counties performed. 
^̂  This provided a maximum of 12 years of data. Some counties did not have accessible data back to 1996 but in all 
cases these countries had data on transactions that occurred before the wind facilities were erected. 
'̂  "Year Built" was used to constmct a variable for the age of die home at the time of the sale. 
"̂ These data were used to calcttiate the "Sales Volume" percentages referred to in Section 7. 

" Freddie Mac Conventional Mortgage Home Price Index: municipal statistical area (MSA) series data are available 
fi-om the following site: htto ://www.freddi emac .comTinance/cmhpi/. Because most of the study areas do not fall 
within the MS As, a collection of local experts was rehed upon, including real estate agents, assessors, and 
appralsei ,̂ to decide which MSAmost-closely matched that of tlie local market. In all cases the experts had 
consensus as to the best MSA to use. In one case (NYMCOC) the sample was split between tw'o MSAS- These 
indexes are adjmted quarterly, and span die entire sample period. Therefore, during the liousii^ boom, insofar as a 
boom ocairred in the sample areas, ttie indexes increased in value. Subsequently when ±e market began fallii^, the 
index retracted. 
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3.2.2. G I S D a t a 

GIS data on parcel location and shape were also required, and were obtained from the counties. 
The counties also often provided GIS layers for roads, water courses, water bodies, wind turbines 
(in some cases), house locations, and school district and township/towti/village delineations. 
GIS data on census tract and school district delineations were obtained from the U.S. Census 
Bureau, if not provided by the coimty/'^ GIS data were obtained on water courses, water bodies, 
land elevations, and satellite imagery, as was necessary, from the U.S. Department of 
Agriculmre.^^ Combined, these data allowed each home to be identified in the field, the 
construction of a GIS layer of wind turbine locations for each facility, and the calculation of the 
distance from each home to the nearest wind turbine.^^ Determining the distance from each 
home to the nearest wind turbine was a somewhat involved process, and is discussed in detail in 
Appendix B. Siiffice it to say fliat each transaction had a unique distance ("DISTANCE")^^ that 
was determined as the distance between the home and nearest wind turbine at the time of sale, 
and that these distances are grouped into five categories: inside of 3000 feet (0.57 miles), 
between 3000 feet and one mile, between one and three miles, between three and five miles, and 
outside of five miles. Finally, the GIS data were used to discern if the home was situated on a 
cul-de-sac and had water frontage, both of which were corroborated in the field. 

3.2.3. Field Da ta 

Additional data kvd to be collected through field visits to all homes in the sample. Two 
qualitative measures in particular — for scenic vista and for view of the wind turbines — are worth 
discussing in detail because each is essential to the analysis and each required some amoimt of 
professional judgment in its creation. 

The impact or severity of the view of wind turbines ('"VIEW") "'̂  may be related to some 
combination of the number of turbines that are visible, the amount of each turbine that is visible 
(e.g., just the tips of the blades or all of the blades and the tower), the distance to the nearest 
turbines, the direction that the turbines are arrayed in relation to the viewer (e.g., parallel or 
perpendicular), the contrast of the turbines to their backgrotmd, and the degree to which tlie 
turbine arrays are harmoniously placed into the landscape (Gipe, 2002). Recent efforts have 
made some progress in developing quantitative measures of the aesthetic impacts of wind 
turbines (Torres-Sibillea et al., 2009),"^" but, at the time this project began, few measures had 

'̂̂  Tliese data were souiced from the U.S. Census Bureau's Cartographic Boundary Files Webpage: 
h.ttp://wwvl̂ census•gov/seQ/w^ww/cQh'bdy_file5.htmj. 
"̂  These data were sourccd from the USDA Geospatial Data Gateway: 
http://datagatewav,nrcs.usda.gov/GatewavHome.html. 
'^ Although in some cases the count>' provided a GIS layer containing wind turbine points, often this was not 
available. A description of the turbine mapping process is provided in Appendix B. 
"'' Dktance measures are collectively and individually referred to as "DISTANCE" from this point forward. 
'® The minimum distance of "inside 3000 feet" waschosenbecauseitwas the closest cutoff that still provided an 
ample supply of data for analysis. 
^ View of turbines ratings are collectively and individually referred to as "VIEW" from this point forward. 
* ha addition to these possible field techniques, pre\ious studies have attempted to use GIS to estimate wind turbine 
visibihty using "line-of-sight" algorithms. For example, Hoen (2006) used these algorithms after addmg ground. 
cover to the unda-lying elevation layer. He found that tlie GIS method differed substantially from the data collected 
in the field. Seemingly, small inaccuracies in the imderlying elevation models erroK in the soft̂ -are's algorithm, and 
the existence of ground cover not fiiily accounted for in the GIS, substantially biased GIS-based assessments of 
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been developed, and what had been developed was difficult to apply in the field (e.g.. Bishop, 
2002). As a resnlt, the authors opted to develop an ordered qualitative VIEW rating system that 
consisted of placing the view of turbines into one of five possible categories: NO VIEW, 
MINOR, MODERATE, SUBSTANTIAL, and EXTREME. These ratings were developed to 
encompass considerations of distance, number of turbines visible, and viewing angle into one 
ordered categorical scale, and each rating is defined in Table 3;*^ 

Table 3 : Definition of VIEW Categories 

NO VIEW 

MIN^ORVIEW 

MODERATE VIEW 

SUBSTANTIAL VIEW 

EXTREME VIEW 

The turbines are not \'isible at all from this home. 

The turbines are visible, but the scope (viewing angle) is narrow, there are 
many obstmctions, or the distance betv̂ êen the home and the facility is 
large. 

The turbines are visible, but the scope is either narrow or medium, there 
might be some obstructions, and the distance between the home and the 
facility is most likely a few miles. 

The turbiaes are dramaticaily visible from the home. The turbines are 
likely visible in a wide scope and most likely the distance between the 
home and the facility is short. 

This rating is reserved for sites that are unmistakably dominated by the 
presence of the wind facility. The turbines are dramatically visible from 
the home and there is a looming quality to their placement. The turbines 
are often visible in a v^de scope or the distance to the facility is ver>' 
small. 

Photographic examples of each of the categories are contained in Appendix E. 

visibihty. This was corroborated elsewhere by Maloy and Dean (2001) and Riggs and Dean (2007). As a result of 
these findings, it was detennmed that field collection of VIEW data was essential 
'̂ Hn addition to the qualitative rating sj^tem that was ulthnately used in this study, a variety of quantitative data 
were collected that might describe the nature of ftie view of wind turbines, including the totitl number of turbines 
visible, die distance of the home to the nearest wind tiubine, and the view scope/viewing angle (i.e., tbe degree to 
which the turbines spread out in front of the home: narrow, medium, or wide). To explore tlie vahdity of the 
qualitative rating scale two tests were conducted. First, a pre-study survey was conducted by showing 10 different 
off-site respondents 15 randomly selected photographs from the field representmg tlie various rated VIEW 
categories. The higlier \TEW ratings were oversampled to create a r o u ^ y equal distribution among the categories. 
The respondents rated the views into one of the qualitative categories. The on-site / field collected ratings matched 
the off-site responses 65% of the time, with 97% of the rankings differing by no more than one aitegary. Niiiety-
eight percent of the on-site-ranked MINOR VIEWs and 89% of the EXTREME VTEWs were similarly ranked by 
off-site respondents. The on-site rankings were less than the ofF-site rankings 97% of the time; it is assumed that 
this is because on-site ratings took into accoimt a greater portion of the panorama than were captured in the photos, 
which translated into a lower rankmg. S^ondly, a post hoc Multinomial Logistic Regression model was created 
diat used the qualitative on-site VIEW ratings as the dependent variable and the quantitative measures of distance to 
nearest turbine, number of turbines visible, and view scope as the independent variables. This model produced high 
Pseudo R̂  statistics (Cox and Snell 0.88, Nagelkerke 0.95, and McFadden 0.79) and predicted values that were 
highly correlated with the actual quahtative rating (Pearson's 0.88). Therefore, both tests corroborated the 
appropriateness of the simpler qualitative VIEW rankings used herein. 
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In addition to the qualitative VIEW measurement, a rating for the quality of the scenic vista 
("VISTA")"^^ from each home, absent the existence of the wind facilities, was also collected in 
the field. An assessment of the quality of the VISTA from each home was needed because 
VIEW and VISTA are expected to be correlated; for example, homes witli a PREMIUM VISTA 
are more likely to have a wide viewing angle in which wind turbines might also be seen. 
Therefore, to accurately measure the impacts of the VIEW of wind turbines on property values a 
concurrent control for VISTA (independent of any views of turbines) is required. Drawing 
heavily on the landscape-quality rating system developed by Buhyoff et a l (1994) and to a lesser 
degree on the systems described by others (Daniel and Boster, 1976; USDA, 1995), an ordered 
VISTA ratmg system consisting of five categories was developed: POOR, BELOW AVERAGE, 
AVERAGE, ABOVE AVERAGE, and PREMIUM, with each rating defmed in Table 4:^^ 

Table 4; Definition of VISTA Categories 

POOR VISTA 

BELOW AVERAGE VISTA 

AVERAGE VISTA 

ABOVE AVERAGE VISTA 

PREMIUM VISTA 

Tiiese vistas are often dominated by visually discordant man-made 
alterations (not considering turbines), or are imcomibrtable spaces for 
people, lack interest, or have virtually no recreational potential. 

These scenic vistas contain visually discordant man-made alterations (not 
considering turbines) but are not dominated by them. Tliey are not inviting 
spaces for people, but are not uncomfortable. They have little interest or 
mystery and have minor recreational potential. 

These scenic vistas include interesting views that can be enjoyed often only 
in a narrow scope. These vistas may contain some visually discordant man-
made alterations (not considering turbines), are moderately eomforteible 
spaces for people, have some interest, and have minor recreational potential. 

Tiiese scenic vistas include interesting views that often can be enjoyed in a 
medium to wide scope. They might contain some man-made alterations (not 
considering turbines), yet still possess significant interest and mystery, are 
moderately balanced and have some potential for recreatioa 

These scenic vistas would include "picture postcard" views that can be 
enjoyed in a wide scope. They are often free or largely free of any discordant 
man made alterations (not considering turbines), possess significant interest, 
memorable qualities, and mystery and are well balanced and likely have a 
high potential for recreation. 

Photographic examples of each of the categories are contained in Appendix D. 

^̂  Scenic vista ratuigs are mdividually and collectively referred to as "VISTA" from this point forward. 
'̂ ^ The appropriateness of these rankings were tested in two ways. First, a set of 34 pictures taken on-site and 
representing various categories of VISTA were shown to 10 off-site respondents who were asked to rank them using 
tlie same categories, and then explain why they rated them as such. Although flie off-site ratings matched tlie on-site 
ratingsonly 51% ofthe time, 94% of on-and off-site rankings differed by no more than one category, with 17% of 
the off-site rankings below the on-site and 26% ranked above. The descriptions of ŵ hy the rankings where chosen 
by the off-site respondents illuminated the fact that off-site ratings did not take into accoimt a number of aspect that 
were not adequately captured in the photos, but that were apparent in the field. This finding was borne out by a 
second test that had five individuals visit seven homes in the field to rank tiieir scenic vistas. When all respondents 
were on-site, they sunilarly ranked the vista 72% of tbe time, with a rankingthat differed by no more than one 
category occurring one hundred percent of the lime. 
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In addition to the VIEW and VISTA ratings, it was assumed that the orientation of the home to 
the view of tiffbines (e.g., front, back, or side) ("ORIENTATION"), and the degree to which the 
view of the turbines overlapped the primary scenic vista (e.g., not at all, barely, somewhat or 
strongly) ("OVERLAP"), might influence residential property values. As such, information on 
ORIENTATION and OVERLAP were also collected in the field. 

3.2.4. Field Da ta Collection 

Field data collection was conducted on a house-by-house basis. Each of the 6,194 hotnes was 
visited by the same individual to remove bias among field mtings. Data collection was 
conducted in the fall of 2006, and the spring, summer, and fall of 2007 and 2008. Each house 
was photographed and, when appropriate, so too were views of turbines and the prominent scenic 
vista.'*'* Data on VIEW were collected only for those homes that sold after at least one wind 
power facility had been erected in the study area. When multiple wind facilities, with different 
construction dates, were visible from a home, field ratings for VIEW were made by taking into 
account which turbines had been erected at the time of sale. Additionally, if the season at the 
time of sale differed from that of data collection and, for example, if leaves were off the trees for 
one but on for the other, an effort was made to modulate the VIEW rating accordingly if 
necessary.'*^ 

Both VIEW and VISTA field ratings were arrived at through a Q-Sort method (Pitt and Zube, 
1979), which is used to distinguish relatively similar rankings. For views of turbines, the rater 
first determined if tlie ranking was MINOR or EXTREME. If neither of these two rankings was 
appropriate, then only a choice between MODERATE and SUBSTANTIAL was required. 
Similarly, for VISTA rankings, first POOR and PREMIUM were distinguished from the others; 
if neither applied then BELOW AVERAGE or ABOVE AVERAGE could be selected. If 
neitlier of those were appropriate the VISTA, by default, was considered AVERAGE. In all 
cases, if wind turbines were visible from the home, the VISTA ratikings were made as if those 
turbines did not exist. 

3 .3 . D a t a S u m m a r y 

The final dataset consists of 7,459 valid and screened residential transactions occurring between 
January 2, 1996 and June 30, 2007. Those transactions are arrayed across time and the ten wind 
project study areas as shown in Table 5. The sample of valid residential transactions ranges from 
412 in Lee County, Illinois (ILLC) to 1,311 in Howard County, Texas (TXHC).^^ Of the total 
7,459 transactions, 4,937 occurred after construction commenced on the relevant wind facihties. 
More specifically, 23% of the transactions («^ 1,755) took place before any wind facility was 
announced and 10% occurred after announcement but before construction commenced {n=161). 

^ hi many cases the prominent VISTA was homogenous across groups of home, for instance urban homes on tbe 
same road. In tliose cases a picmre of the VISTA of one home was applied to all of tlie homes. All pictures were 
taken with a Canon EOS Rebel XTi Single Lens Reflex Camera with a 18-55mm lens. VIEW and VISTA pictures 
were taken with the lens set to IStnm, with the camera at head height, and with tlie center of the camera pointed at 
tlie center of the prominent VISTA or VIEW. Exan^les of the various VISTA and VIEW categories are contained 
in Appendices D and E respectively, 
"̂̂  This "modulation'" occurred only for trees iu the foreground, where, for instance, a single bree could obscure the 
view of turbines; this would not be the case for tr^s nearer the horizon. 
"̂  See description of "valid" in footnote 27 on page 13. 
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with the rest of the transactions occurring after construction commenced (66%, ;?=4,937).'^^ Of 
that latter group, 17% (n=S24, 11% of total) sold in frie first year following the commencement 
of construction, 16% ki the second year («=^8 I I , 11% of total), and the remainder (67%) sold 
more than two years after construction commenced (/7=3,302, 44% of total). 

Table 5: Summary of Transactions across Study Areas and Development Periods 

Benton/Walla Walla, WA & Umatitla, 
OR rWAORl 
Howard. TX (TXHC) 
Custer, OK (OKCC) 
Buena Vista. lA aABV) 
Lee, IE. flLLC) 
Kewaimee/Door, WI fWIKCDC) 
Somerset, PA (PASC) 
Wavnc, PA <PAWC) 
MadisotL'Oiieida. NY fMYMC:OC) 

Madisoa. NV (MMC) 
TOTAL 

Pre 
Anuouncement 

226 

169 
4S4 
J 52 
115 
44 
!75 
223 

loa 
59 

1755 

Post 
Ajmouncetiieiit 

Pre 
CoaittructiDn 

45 

71 
153 
65 
84 
41 
28 
106 
9 

165 
767 

1st Year 
After 

Consti'action 

76 

133 
193 
80 
62 
68 
46 
64 
48 
74 

824 

2tid Vear 
.\fter 

Construction 

59 

131 
187 
70 
71 
62 
60 
7! 
.̂ 0 
70 

S l l 

2+ Years 
After 

Construction 

384 

827 
96 

455 
SO 

595 
185 
87 

268 

325 
3302 

Total 

790 

1311 
1113 

822 
412 
810 
494 

551 
463 
693 
7459 

A basic summary of the resulting dataset, including the many independent variables used in the 
hedonic models described later, is contained in Table 6 and Table 7. These tables present 
summary information for the full dataset (7,459 transactions) as well as the post-construction 
subset of that dataset (4,937 transactions); the latter is provided because much of the analysis that 
follows focuses on those homes that sold after wind facility construction. The mean nominal 
residential transaction price in the sample is S 102,968, or $79,114 in 1996 dollars. Tlie average 
house in the sample can be described as follows: it is 46 years old, has 1,620 square feet of 
finished livmg area above ground, is simated on LIS acres, has 1.74 bathrooms, and has a 

"** The announceraeiit date (as well as constmclion and online dates) was provided by Energy Velocity with the GIS 
files as described in fcwtnote 20 on page 10. The date corresponds to the-first time tiie laciiity appears in the public 
record, which was often die permit application date. This constitutes tlie first well established date when the 
existing wind facihty would have been likely known by the public, and therefore is appropriate to use for this 
analysis, but there remain a number of areas for potential bias in this date. First, the permit apphcalioii date might 
be preceded by new^ reports of the impending application; altemativeiy, if the public record was not published 
online (chat Energy Velocity used to establish their date), tlie "announcement" date - as used here - could, in fact, 
follow the pennit application date. To address this, when possible, the autliors liad discussions with the developer of 
the facility. In most cases, the Energy Vebcity dates were found to be accurate, and when Ihey were not they were 
adjusted to reflect the dates provided by the developer. A second potential source of bias is the possibility that a 
different project was proposed but never built, but that influenced the residential market in the study area prior to the 
"annomiceiBeat" date. Although tliis is likely rarer, we are aware of at least a few projects diat fit that description in 
the study areas. Afinalsourceofbiasmight revolve around the hkelihoodtiiat awareness of a project could occur 
even before die facility is formally announced. For example, a community member might know that a wind facihty 
is being considered because they had been approached by the wind de\̂ elopment company well ahead of a public 
aimouncement. In tum, they might have had private discussions regarding the facility with otiier members of the 
community. Taken together, it is appropriate to assume tiiat there is some bias in fee "aimoimcement" date, and that 
awareness of the project might precede the date used in this analysis. How this bias might affect the results in this 
report is addressed further m Section 5.3 and footnote 74 onpE^e 38. 
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slightly better than average condition."^^ Within the fidl sample, 6% and 58% of homes had a 
poor or below average VISTA rating, respectively; 26% of homes received an average rating on 
this scale, with 9% above average and 2% experiencing premiimi vistas (see Figure 2). 

Figure 2: Frequency of VISTA Ratings for All and Post-Construction Transactions 

Ail Transactions i 1 ! 1 I i i I i ! I i i i 

0% 5% 10% 15% 20% 25% 30% 35% 40% 45% 50% 55% 60% 65% 70% 75% 80% 85% 90% 95% 100% 

• Poor • Below Average ©Average n Above Average n Premium 

With respect to the variables of interest, among the post-construction subset of 4,937 transactions, 
the frequency of the DISTANCE categories is found to follow geometry with the smallest 
numbers of transactions occurring near the wind turbines and ever increasing numbers farther 
away (see Figure 3). 67 transactions (1%) are situated inside of 3,000 feet (< 0.57 Miles), 58 
(1%) are between 3,000 feet and one mile (0,57-1 mile), 2,019 (41%) occur outside of one mile 
but inside of three miles (1-3 miles), 1,923 (39%) occur between three and five miles (3-5 miles), 
and 870 (18%) occur outside of five miles (>5 miles). "̂^ In this same post-construction group, a 
total of 730 homes that sold (15%) have a view of the wind turbines (see Figure 4). A large 
majority of those homes have MINOR view ratings {n = 561, 11% of total), with 2% having 
MODERATE ratings (^=106) and the remaining transactions roughly split between 
SUBSTANTIAL and EXTREME ratings (73-35, 0.6%, and «-28, 0.5%, respectively). A ftill 
description of the variables of interest and how they are arrayed at the study area level is 
contained in Appendix A. 

Figure 3: Frequency of DISTANCE Ratings for Post-Construction Transactions 

^̂  The variable for the condition of the home was not uniform across study areas because, in some cases, it took into 
accomit construction grade wliile in others it did not. 
^̂  These numbers and percenages are skewed slightly fi:om the overall population of transactions because homes 
ontside of three miles were ofieG under-sampled to reduce field data collection burdens. Further, higher cumbers of 
homes fall into each of the categories when the post-announcement-pre-construction transactions are included, as 
diey are m some models. These additional transactions are described below iu Table 7 mider "All Sales." 

20 



Figure 4: Frequency of VIEW Ratings for Post-Construction Transactions 

r/ T" 

- ^ ^ Moderate 
' T ^ _ ( n = 1D6) 

.Substantial 
(n = 35) 

Extreme 
(n=28) 

Table 6: Summary Statistics: Ail Sales and Post-Construction Sales 

Variable N a m e 

SaiePrice 

SalePriceSe 

I-N_SBlePrice9S 

AgeaR>»!e 

A f ^ a l S a i e S q r d 

SqftJfMM) 

Acres 

Batbi; 

ExtWall-J .Stone 

C c n t r a l A C 

Fireplace 

Cu l Dc Sac 

FinBsmt 

W a t e r ^ F r o a t 

C u d L e w 

Cnd_BAvg 

C n d A ^ 

Cad_AA^'S 

CHd_High 

VLs^_P<Jor 

VBta_BAvg 

Vista_Avg 

Vista_AAvj; 

Vista P r e r a 

SaleYear 

Description 

Tlieunadjustedsaie price oflhe home {in US dollars') 

The sale price of the home adjusted to 1996 US dollars 

The naliiral b g transfomialioa of the sale price of Ihe home 

adjusted to lf>95 US dollars 

The age of the home at the tiiiv; of sale 

The age of the home at the time of saiu .squared 

Tbe number of square feet of abnve grade finished living area 

(in 1000s) 

The nuniher ot".Acres sold with the residence 

ITie number of Badirooms (Full Bath --=: 1. Half Bath - 0.5) 

If the horae has exterior walls of stone, brick or stucco 

{Yes= l , N o = 0) 

If the home ha? a Central A C imii (Yes = I, No ̂  0) 

T i e immber of fireplace openings 

If the home is situated on a cu!-de-sac (Ti"es - 1, No - 0) 

If finished basement square feet is greater than 5 0 % times fu-si 

floor square feet (Yeii = 1. N o = 0) 

If the home shares a property iine with a body of water or river 

(Yes = 1, No - 0) 

I f ^ e condition of the home is Poor fYeS" L,No = 01 

If the condition of t!ie home is Below A v « a g e (Yes = l . N o —0) 

If the conditioti of the hona; is Average (Yes = 1, N o = 0) 

If the coiiditiou of the home is Above Average 

(Yes = I , No = 0) 

I f the condition of the home is High (Yes = l . N o = 0) 

If the Scenic Vista ftom the home is Poor Ci'es = I. No = 0) 

If the Scenic Vista from the borae b Below Average 

( \ ' e s = l , N o = 0) 

If the .Scenic Vista fcoin the home i.s Average (Yes = 1. No = 0) 

If die Scenic Vbta. from the honjc is Above Average 

( Y e s = l . N o = 0) 

If Che Scenic Vista &om the home is Premium (Yes = i . No = Q) 

The year the home wss sold 

AU Sales 

F r e q . ' 

7,459 

7,459 

7,459 

7,459 

7.459 

7,459 

7,459 

7,459 

2,287 

3,7S5 

2,70S 

590 

1,472 

107 

10 L 

515 

4,357 

2,042 

440 

470 

4,301 

1.912 

659 

117 

7,459 

.Vfean 

102,068 

79,114 

1L12 

46 

3,491 

1.623 

1.13 

1.74 

0,31 

0.5J 

0.39 

0.13 

0,20 

0.01 

0.0 L 

0.07 

0.5S 

0.27 

0.06 

0.06 

0.5S 

0.26 

0.09 

0.02 

2002 

Std. Dev. 

64.293 

47,257 

0.58 

37 

5.410 

0-59 

2.42 

0.69 

0.46 

0,50 

0,55 

0.34 

0.40 

0.12 

0.12 

0.25 

0,49 

0.45 

0.24 

0.24 

0.49 

0.44 

0.2S 

0,12 

2,9 

Post CoustnictioB Sales | 

Frei j . • 

4.937 

4,937 

4,937 

4.937 

4,937 

4 9 3 7 

4.937 

4.937 

1,456 

2,575 

L.834 

673 

992 

87 

(,9 

359 

2,727 

1,445 

337 

310 

2,857 

1,247 

44S 

75 

4.937 

M e a n 

110,166 

S0,1S6 

11.12 

47 

3,.506 

1,628 

1,10 

1.75 

0,30 

0,52 

0.40 

0.14 

0.20 

0.02 

0.01 

0.07 

0.55 

0.29 

0,07 

0,06 

0,58 

0.25 

0.09 

0.02 

2004 

Std. Dev. 

69,422 

4 8 ^ 0 6 

0,60 

36 

5,412 

0.589 

2.40 

0.70 

0,46 

0,50 

0.55 

0,34 

0.40 

0,13 

0.12 

0 2 6 

0,50 

0,46 

0.25 

0,24 

0.49 

0,44 

0.29 

0,12 

2,3 

"Fre^."" applies io tiis number of cases Ihe parameter's value is nat zero 
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Table 7: Summary of Variables of Interest: AU Sales and Post-Construction Saies 

Variable hame 

View_None 

View_MmoF 

View^Mod 

View_S«h 

View_Ex(rni 

DISTANCE t 

Nflle_I.essJ.57 t 

Mile_0.57tol t 

Mile_lto3 t 

Mile_3lo5 t 

.Milc_C*r51 

I>escriptii>B 
If the home sold afer constructioQ began and had no vii;w of the 

turbines (Yes = 1, No = 0) 

If the home sold after constniciirin began atid had a Minor View 
ofthe turbines (Yes = l .No = 0) 

If the home sold after constmction began and had a Moderate 
View of the turbines (Yes = l .No - 0) 

If ifae home sold after construction began and bad a Substantial 
View oFthe turbines <Yes= l.No = 01 

If the home sold after construction began and had a Extreme View 
ofthe turbines (Yes = l .No = 0> 

Distance to nearest turbine if the home sold after taciliiy 
"announcement", otherwise 0 

if the home sold after facility "announcement" aod was within 
0.57 miles (3000 feet) of the nirbines 

( Y e s - I , No =0) 

If the.home sold afler facility "aanoimcemeni" and wa* between 
0.57 miles (3000 feet) and 1 mile of Oie turbines 

O ' e s - l,No = 0) 

If liic home sold after facility "annouoceiacnt" and v/3s between 1 
and 3 miles of the turbines (Yes = 1, No = 0) 

If toe home sold aJria: facility "announcement" and was betwetm 3 
and 5 miles of the turbines (Yes = l.No = 0) 

If the home sold after facility "announcement" and was outside 5 
inties of the turbines (Yts = 1, No = 0) 

AU Sales 

Frcq.* 

4,207 

563 

106 

35 

28 

5.705 

80 

65 

2.359 

2,200 

1,000 

Mean 

0-56 

0,08 

0,01 

-

2,53 

0,01 

0.01 

0.27 

0.2fi 

0,12 

Sfd.t»ev. 

0.50 

0.26 

0.12 

0.07 

0,06 

2.59 

0.09 

0,09 

0,44 

. 0.44 

0,32 

Post CoBStnictioa Sates 

Freq. • 

4 3 7 

563 

106 

35 

28 

4.S95 

67 

58 

2,019 

1-923 

S70 

Mean 

0.S5 

0.11 

0.02 

0-01 

0.01 

3,57 

0,0! 

0.01 

0-41 

0,39 

0.1 S 

Std, Dev. 

0.36 

0.32 

0.15 

0.08 

0.08 

1,68 

0,12 

0,11 

0.49 

0,49 

0,3 S 

* ""Freq." applies Jo !he mimber of cases ike parameiars value is Tioliern 

t "-41! Sales'freg., mean anti siandard deviation DISTANCE and DISTANCE fixed effects variables (e.g.. Mile_lto3) include transactions that occurred after 
facility "annauKcemeni" atJd before "consimction " as well m those Chat occuredposl-construdion 
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4. Base Hedonic Model 
This section uses the primary hedonic model ("Base Model") to assess whedier residential sales 
prices are affected, in a statistically measurable way, by views of and proximity to wind power 
facilities. In so doing, it simultaneously tests for the presence of the three potential property 
value stigmas associated with wind, power facilities; Area, Scenic Vista, and Nuisance. This 
section begins with a discussion of the dataset tiiat is used and the form of the model that is 
estimated, and then turns to the results of the analysis. Various altemative hedonic models are 
discussed and estimated in Section 5, with Sections 6 and 7 providing a discussion of and results 
firom the repeat sales and sales volume models. 

4.1, Dataset 
The data used for the Base Model were described in Section 3.3. A key tlireshold question is 
whether or not to include the residential transactions that pre-date tlie relevant wind facility. 
Specifically, though the complete dataset consists of 7,459 residential transactions, a number of 
these transactions (n = 2,522) occurred before the wind facility was constructed. Should these 
homes which, at the time of sale, would not have had any view of or distance to the wind facility, 
be included? Two approaches could be applied to address this issue. First, pre-constniction 
transactions could be included in the hedonic model either as part of the reference category 
within which no wind-project property value impacts are assumed to exist, or instead by 
specifically identifying these pre-construction transactions through an indicator variable. Second, 
and altematively, pre-constmction transactions could simply be excluded from the analysis 
altogether. 

For the purpose of the Base Model, the latter approach is used, therefore relying on only the 
post-construction subset of 4,937 residential transactions. This approach, as compared to the 
others, results in somewhat more intuitive findings because all homes have a distance greater 
than zero and have a possibility of some view of the turbines. More importantly, this approach 
minimizes the chance of inaccuracies that may otherwise exist due to inflation adjustment 
concems or outdated home characteristics information.^'* Nonetheless, to test for the 
implications of this choice of datasets, altemative hedonic models that use the full dataset were 
estimated, and are discussed in detail in Sections 5.3 and 5.4. 

"""̂  Hoine characteristics were obtained as of tlie last property assessment. The timing of that assessment relative to 
the timin.g of die home sale transaction dictates how representative the assessed home characteristics are of the 
subject home when it was sold For example, if a home sold early in the study period but subsequently had 
significant improvements made tbat are reflected in the current assessment data used in the analysis, the model 
would assign value to these home characteristics at the time of sale when, in fact, those characteristics were 
inaccurate. Additionally, the inflation adjusurtent index used in this analysis to translate home values to real 1996 
dollare came from the nearest or more appropriate municipal statistical area (MSA). Many of the wind projects in 
the analysis are located in relatively rural parts of the country, and the housing market in the nearest metropolitan 
area could be different than the market surrounding wind projects. Although these areas have - in many instances -
recently begmi to attract home buyers willing to commute back to the metropolitan are^ on which the index is 
based, the older index adjustments are hkely less accurate than the more recent adjustments. Using a subset of the 
data for the n^jority of the analyses that removes the older, pre-construction, homes mioimizes bodi of these biases. 
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4,2. Model F o r m 

A standard semi-log functional form is used for the hedonic models (as was discussed in Section 
2.1), where the dependent variable (sales price in inflation-adjusted 1996 dollars) is transformed 
to its natural log form and the independent variables (e.g., square feet and acres) are not 
transformed. Using this form to examine the effect that views of, and distance to, wind facilities 
have on sales prices, the following basic model is estimated: 

ln(P) = /?o+/?jN + 2]AS + 2 A ^ + EA^^^W + ZADiSTANCE + f (1) 
s k V d 

where 
P represents the inflation-adjusted sales price, 
N is the spatially weighted neighbors' predicted sales price, 
S is the vector of ^ Study Area fixed effects variables (e.g., WAOR, OKCC, etc), 
X is a vector of i home and site characteristics (e.g., acres, square feet, number of bathrooms, 
condition of the home, age of home, VISTA, etc.), 
VIEW is a vector of v categorical view of turbine variables (e.g., MINOR, MODERATE, etc.), 
DISTANCE is a vector of d categorical distance to turbine variables (e.g., less than 3 000 feet, 
between one and three miles, etc.), 
po is the constant or intercept across the ftill sample, 
pj is a parameter estimate for the spatially weighted neighbor's predicted sales price, 
p2 is a vector ois parameter estimates for the study area fixed effects as compared to homes sold 
in the Washington/Oregon (WAOR) study area, 
Pi is a vector of ^parameter estimates for the home and site characteristics, 
4̂ is a vector of v parameter estimates for the VIEW variables as compared to homes sold with 

no view of the turbines, 
p^ is a vector of i/parameter estimates for the DISTANCE variables as compared to homes sold 
situated outside of five miles, and 
s is a random disturbance term. 

As such, this model, and all subsequent hedonic models, has four primary groups of parameters: 
variables of interest, spatial adjustments, smdy-area fixed effects, and home and site 
characteristics. 

The variables of interest, VIEW and DISTANCE, are the focus of this study, and allow the 
investigation of the presence of Area, Scenic Vista, and Nuisance Stigmas. These variables were 
defmed in Section 3, and are siunmarized in Table 8. Both VIEW and DISTANCE appear in the 
model together because a home's value may be affected in part by the magnitude of the view of 
the wind turbines, and in part by the distance from the home to those turbines, and both variables 
appear in the Base Model as ordered categorical values. The coefficients associated with these 
two vectors of variables (P^ and pj) represent the marginal impact of views of, and distances to, 
wind turbines on sales prices, as compared to a "reference" category of residential transactions, 
and should be ordered monotonically from low to high.^' This form of variable ŵ as used to 

^̂  "Reference category-" refers to the subset of the sanq)le to which other observations are compared, and is pertinent 
when usins cateaorical or 'Tixed effect" variables. 
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impose the least structure on the underlying data.^^ For the purpose of the Base Model, the 
reference category for the DISTANCE variables are those transactions of homes that were 
situated outside of five miles from the nearest wind turbine. The reference category for the 
VIEW variables are those transactions of homes that did not have a view of the wind facility 
upon sale. Among the post-construction sample of homes, these reference homes are considered 
the least likely to be affected by the presence of the wind facilities.^^ 

Table 8: List of Variables of Interest Included in the Base Model 

Variable Name 

VJew_jVoBe 

Vicw_MlBor 

Vicw_Mod 

View_Sub 

V!ew_Extrm 

MHe_Lcss_0.57 

Mile_0.57tol 

MiIe_lto3 

Mi]e_3to5 

Mile_Gtr5 

Oescription 

If the home sold after construction began and had no view of the 
turbines (Yes = 1, No — 0) 

If the home sold after consliuction began and had a Minor View of 
tile birbiiics (Yes = 1, No = 0) 

If ihe home sold alter comf ruction began and had a Moderate View 
of the turbines (Yes ^ 1, No = 0) 

It' tlie home sold after conslruction began and hiid a Sut^lantial View 
of the turbines (Yes = 1, No = 0) 

If the home sold after coastniction began and had an Extreme View 
of the turbines (Yes = I, No = 0) 

If the home sold alter facility "construction" and was within 0,57 
miies {30(S3 feet) of the turbines (Yes= ], No = 0) 

If the home sold after faciiyy "conslructicm" and was betvi'een 0.57 
miles (3000 feet) and I miie of the tuibiiies (Yes - 1, No = 0) 

If the iiotiK sold after facility "construction" and v.'as between I and 
3 miles of the turbines (Yes = 1, No = 0) 

If tlie home sold alter facility "construclion" and wiJi; between 3 and 
5 miies of the turbines (Y'es - 1, No -" 0) 

If the home soid after iaciiity "construction" and was outside 5 miles 
of tbe ftirbines (Yes ^ 1, No = 0) 

Type 

Reference 

OC 

OC 

OC 

OC 

OC 

OC 

OC 

OC 

Reference 

Expected 
Sign 

n/a 

-

-

-

-

— 

-

-

-

iif-'a 

"OC" Ordered Categorical (I = yes. 0 = no) values are interpreted i?i relation to the reference categorical case and are 
expected IO iiave a monoiomc order from low to high. 

The three stigmas are investigated though these VIEW and DISTANCE variables. Scenic Vista 
Stigma is investigated through the VIEW variables. Area and Nuisance Stigmas, on the other 
hand, are investigated through the DISTANCE variables. To distinguish between Area and 

^̂  In place of the ordered categorical DISTANCE variables, practitioners often rely on a continuous OISTANCE 
form (e.g., Sims et al., 2008). Similar to ordered categorical variables, continuous variables have a natural ordering, 
either ascending or descending, but, unlike categorical variables, these "continuous" values are on a scale. 
Therefore, given any two of its values X] and Xj and a specific functional form, the ratio "Xi/Xi" and the distance 
"Xi - X2" have a fixed meaning. Examples of continuous variables other than DISTANCE that are conmionly used 
include the number ofsquare feet of living area (in iOOOs) in a home (SQFT_1000) or the acres in tlie parcel 
(ACRES). A continuous fijnctional form of this nature "imposes structure" because practitioners must decide how 
price is related to the underlying variables through the selection of a specific fimctiona] rebtionship between the 
two. For instance, in the case of DISTANCE, is there a linear relationship (which would imply a similar marginal 
difference between two distances both near and far from the nirbines), does it decay slowly as distance grows, or 
dora it :fede completely at some fixed distance? Because of Uie lack of literature in this area, no a priori 
expectations for which functional form is the best were estabUshed, and therefore unstructured categorical variables 
are used in the Base Model. Nonetheless, a continuous DISTANCE fonn is explored in Section 5.2. 
" It is worth noting that these reference homes are situated in both rural and urban locales and therefore are not 
imiquely affected by influences from either setting. This further reinforces their worthiness as a reference category. 
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Nuisance Stigma, it is assumed that Nuisance effects are concentrated within one mile of the 
nearest wind turbine, while Area effects will be considered for those transactions outside of one 
mile. Any property value effects discovered outside of one mile and based on tlae DISTANCE 
variables are therefore assumed to indicate the presence of Area Stigma, while impacts within a 
mile may reflect the combination of Nuisance and Area Stigma. 

The second set of variables in the Base Model - spatial adjustments - correct for the asstimed 
presence of spatial autocorrelation in the error term (s). It is well known that the sales price of a 
home can be systematically influenced by the sales prices of those homes that have soid nearby. 
Both the seller and the buyer use information from comparable surroimding sales to inform them 
of the appropriate transaction price, and nearby homes often experience similar amenities and 
disamenities. This lack of independence of home sale prices could bias hedonic regression 
results and, to help correct for this bias, a spatially (i.e., distance) weighted neighbors' sales price 
(N) is included in the model. Empirically, the neighbors' price has been found to be a strong 
(and sometimes even the strongest) predictor of home values (Leonard and Murdoch, 
fortlicoming), and the coefficient f3; is expected to be positive, indicating a positive correlation 
between the neighbors' and subject home's sales price. A more-detailed discussion of the 
importance of this variable, and how it was createtl, is contained in Appendix G. 

The third group of variables in the Base Model - study area fixed effects - control for study area 
influences and the differences between them. The vector's parameters p2 represent the marginal 
impact of being in any one of the study areas, as compared to a reference category. In this case, 
the reference category is the Washington/Oregon (WAOR) study area.^* The estimated 
coefficients for this group of variables represent the combined effects of school districts, tax 
rates, crime, and other locational influences across an entire study area. Although this approach 
greatly simplifies the estimation of the model, because of the myriad of influences captured by 
these study-area fixed effects variables, interpreting the coefficient can be difficult. In general, 
though, the coefficients simply represent the mean difference in sales prices between the study 
areas and the reference smdy area (WAOR). These coefficients are expected to be strongly 
influential, indicating significant differences in sales prices across study areas. 

The fourth group of variables in the Base Model are the core home and site characteristics (X), 
and include a range of continuous ("C")/^ discrete ("D"),^^ binary ("B"),"^ aiid ordered 
categorical ("OC") variables, Tbe specific home and site variables included in the Base Model 
are listed in Table 9 along with the direction of expected influence.^*' Variables included are age 

^̂  Because there is no intent to focus on the coefficients of the study area fixed effect variables, tiie reference case is 
arbitrary. Further, the result for the other variables in the model are completely independent of this choice. 
^̂  See discussion in footnote 52 on previous page. 
^̂  Discrete variables, similar to continuous variables, are ordered and the distance between the values, snch as Xi 
and X2, have meaning, but for tihese variables, there are only a relatively small number of discrete values that the 
\'ariable can take, for example, the number of bathrooms in a home (BATHROOMS). 
'̂ Binary variables have only two conditions: "on" or "off (i.e., "1" or "0" respectively). Examples are whether the 

home has central air conditioning CCENTRAL_AC") or if tlie home is situated on a cul-de-sac ("CUL__DE_SAC"). 
Hie coefficients for these variables are interpreted in relation to when the condition is "off." 
^̂  For those variables witli a "+" sign it is expected that as tbe variable increases in value (or is valued at" 1" as 
would be the case for fixed effects variables) the price of the home will increase, and the converse is tme for the 
variables with a"-" sign. The expected signs of tlie variables ail follow conventional wisdom (as discussed in 
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of die home, home and lot size, number of bathrooms and fireplaces, the condition of the home, 
the quality of the scenic vista from the home, if the home has central AC, a stone exterior, and/or 
a finished basement, and whether the home is located in a cul-de-sac and/or on a water way.^^ 

Table 9: List of Home and Site Characteristics Included in the Base Model 

Variable Name 

AgeatSale 

AEe»tSa!e_Sqrd 

Sqft_10()0 

,4cres 

Baths 

ExtWalis_StODe 

CentralAC 

Fircpiace 

Cul Oe Sac 

FinBsint 

Water_Front 

Cud Low 

Cnd_BAvg 

CjidAvg 

CBd_AA\'g 

Cad_H(gh 

VistaPoor 

Vista_B.\vg 

\'isra_Avg 

Vista_A.4.vg 

VistaPfera 

UescripKon 

The age of the hon^ at the time of sale in >'ears 

Tbe age of ihe home at the lime of sale squared 

The number of square feet of above grade finisbed iiving area 
(in IOOOs) 

Tlie nimiber of Acres sold with the residence 

ITie number of Bathrooms (Full Bath = !, iialf Bath = 0.5) 

If ±.c home has exterior walls of stone, brick or stticco 
(Yes= 1 , N G - 0 ) 

If tiie home has a Centra! AC unit (Yes = I, No - 0) 

The aumber of fireplace openings 

If the home is simaied on a cul-de-sac (Yes - I, No = 0) 

If fin!sh«3 basement sqft> 50% tii»e«i first floor sqit 
(Yes= l,No = 0) 

If the home shares a property line with a body of water or river 
O: 'es-I,No = 0) 

If ibe condition of the honte is Poor (Yes =̂  1, No '̂  0} 

If die condition of the home is Below Average (Yes ^ 1, No -̂  0) 

If the condition of the home is Average (Yes ^ 1, No '̂  O) 

If tiie condition of the home is Above Average 
CYes=l ,No-0) 

If the condition of the home is High (Yes = 1, No = 0) 

If the Scenic Vista firoui the home b PotT (Yes = 1, No = O) 

If the Scenic Vista from the home is Below Average 
( Y e s - l , N o = 0) 

If the Scenic Vista from the home is .Average 
( Y e s - l , N o = 0 ) 

If the Scenic Vista Jrom the home is Above Average 
(Yes - I .No = 0) 

If ihe Scenic Vista &omt!ie home is PremtiMn (Yes 
= 1, No = 0) 

Type 

c 
c 
c 

c 
D 

B 

B 
D 
B 

B 

B 

OC 
OC 

Reference 

OC 

OC 

OC 

OC 

Reference 

OC 

OC 

Expected 
Sign 

-
-f 

+ 
+ 
+ 

-H 

+ 
+ 
+ 

+ 

+ 
-
-

n^a 

+ 

+ 
-

-

n/a 

+ 

-H 
"C" Coiilinuous, "D"Discrete, and "B"Binary fI =yesi 0 = no) values are interpretei! in relation lo "No" 

"OC" Ordered Categorical (I = yes. 0 = no) values are interpreted in relation to the reference categorical 
case and are e;̂ pected to have a monotonic order from low to high. 

Sirmans et al., 2005a), save AgeatSale and AgeatSale_Sqrd, which are expected to be negative and positive, 
respectively. The magnitude of the coefficient of AgeatSale is expected to be larger than tiiat of AgeatSale_Sqrd 
indicating an initial drop iu value as a home increases in age, and then an mcrease in value as the home becomes 
considerably older and more "historic." 
^̂  Some characteristics, such as whether the home had a deck, a pool, or is located on a public sewer, are not 
available consistently across the dataset and therefore are not incorporated into the mcKlel. Other characteristics, 
such as the number of bedrooms, the number of stories, or if the home had a garage, are available but are omitted 
from the fmal model because they are highly correlated with cbaiacteristics already iocluded in the model and 
therefore do not add significantiy to the model's explanatory power. More miportantly, and as discussed in 
Appendbc G, when their inclusion or exclusion are tested, the results are stable with tliose derived from tlae Base 
Model. 
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It should be emphasized that in the Base Hedonic Model - equation (1) - and in all subsequent 
models presented in Section 5, all variables of interest, spatial adjustments, and home and site 
characteristics aie pooled, and therefore their estimates represent the average across all study 
areas. Ideally, one would have enough data to estimate a model at the study area level - a tuUy 
unrestricted model - rather than pooled across all areas. This fully unrestricted model form, 
along with 15 other model forms (with some variables restricted and others not), are discussed in 
detail in Appendix F. Tn total, these 16 different models were estimated to explore which model 
was the most parsimonious (had the fewest parameters), performed the best (e.g., had the highest 
adjusted R^ and the lowest Scbwarz information criterion^^, and had the most stable coefficients 
and standard errors. The basic pooled model described by equation (1) is found to fit that 
description, and that model is therefore chosen as the Base Model to which others are compared. 
By making this choice the effort concentrates on identifying the presence of potential proper^ 
value impacts across all of the study areas in the sample as opposed to any single study area. 

Finally, to assure that the model produces the best linear unbiased parameter estimates, the 
underlying assumptions of Ordinary Least Squares (OLS) regression techniques must be 
verified; 
1) Homoskedastic error term; 
2) Absence of temporal serial correlation; 
3) Reasonably limited multicoliinearity; and 
4) Appropriate controls for outliers and influencers.^^ 

These assumptions, and the specific approaches that are used to address them, are discussed in 
detail in Appendix G. 

4.3. Analysis of Results 
Table 10 (on page 32) presents the results of the Base Model (equation 1).^^ The model 
performs well, with an adjusted R" of 0.77.'̂ '̂  The spatial adjustment coefficient (pi) of 0.29 (p 
value 0.00) indicates that a 10% increase in the spatially weighted neighbor's price increases the 
subject home's value by an average of 2.9%. The study-area fixed effects (pi) variables are all 
significant at the one percent level, demonstrating important differences in home valuations 

^ The Schwarz information criterion measures relative parsimony between similar models (Schwarz, 1978). 
*' Because effects might vary between smdy areas, and the models estimate an average across all study areas, tbe 
full range of effects in individual study areas will go undetermined. Th^ notwithstanding, there is no reason to 
snspect thai effects will be completely "washed ont." For that to occur, an effect in one study area would have to be 
positive while in another area it woidd have to be negative, and there is no reason to suspect that sales prices would 
increase because of the turbines in one cconmunity while decreasing in odier communities. 
^̂  The absence of spatial autocorrelation is often included in the group of assumptions, but because it was discussed 
above (and in Appendix G), and is addressed directly by the variable (NO included in the model, it is not mcluded in 
this hst 
^̂  This model and aU subsequent models were estimated using the PROC REG procedure of SAS Version 9.2 
IS IMO, which produces White's corrected standard errors. 
^ The appropriaxeness of the R' of 0.77 for this research is validated by the.extensive hedonic lito-ature that 
precedes it (see e.g., Kroll and Priestley, 1992; Boyle and Kiel, 2001; Simons, 2006b). 
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between the reference study area (WAOR) and the other nine study areas.^^ The sign and 
magnitudes of the home and site characteristics are all appropriate given the a priori expectations, 
and all are statistically significant at the one percent level. ^ 

Of particular interest are the coefficient estimates for scenic vista (VISTA) as shown in Figure 5. 
Homes with a POOR vista rating are found, on average, to sell for 21% less {p value 0.00) than 
homes with an AVERAGE rating, while BELOW AVERAGE homes sell for S% less ip vakie 
0.00). Conversely, homes with an ABOVE AVERAGE vista are found to sell for 10% more {p 
value 0,00) than homes with an AVERAGE vista, while PREMIUM vista homes sell for 13% 
more than AVERAGE homes (p value 0.00). Based on these results, it is evident that home 
buyers and sellers capitalize the quality of the scenic vista in sales prices.^'' 

Figure 5: Results from the Base Model for VISTA 

b 
0) 
o 
to 

25% 

20% 

15% 

10% 

5% 

0% 

- 5 % 

-1D% 

-15% 

-20% 

-25% 

Average Percentage DifFerences In Sales Prices 
As Compared To Reference Category 

Average VJsIa Above Average Visla 
(n=448) 

Premiian Vista 

The lefsrence category consists af nsnsaclions fcr homes wfth sn A-^rage Visla, and thst occuiad 
ahe! canstrucHon negate on the wind hd l i i y 

^̂  The reference category WAOR study area has the highest mean and median house values m tlie sample (as shown 
in Appendix A) so the negative coefficients for all the study area fixed effect variables are appropriate. 
^̂  To benchmark the results against those of other practitioners liie research by Sinnans et al. (2005a; 2005b) was 
consuhed. They conducted a meta-analysis of 64 hedonic studies carried out In multiple locations in the U.S. during 
multiple time periods, and investigated die coefficients often commonly used characteristics, seven of wliich were 
included m the model. The smiilarities between tiieir mean coefScients (i.e., the average across all 64 studies) and 
those estimated in the present Base Model are strikmg. The analysis presented here estimates the effect of square 
feet (in 1000s) on log of sales price at 0.28 and Sirmans et al. provide an estimate of 0.34, while ACRES was 
siinikrly estimated (0.02 to 0.03, Base Model and Sirmans et al., respectively). Further, AGEATSALE (age at the 
thne of sale) (-0.006 to -0.009), BATHROOMS (0.09 to 0.09), CENTRALAC (0.09 to 0.08), and FIREPLACE 
(0.11 to 0.09) all similarly compare. As a group, tlie Base Model estimates differ from Sirmans et al. estimates in all 
cases by no more than a diird of the Sirmans et al. mean estimate's standard deviation. This, taken with the 
relatively high adjusted R̂  of the Base Model, demonstrates the appropriateness of the model's specification. 
^ •• To benclimark these results they are compared to the few studies that have investigated die contribution of mland 
scenic vistas to sales juices. Benson et al. (2000) find that a mountain vista increases sales price by 8%, while 
Bourassa et al. (2004) fmd that wide inland vistas increase sales price by 7.6%. These both compare favorably to 
the 10% and 14% above average and premiiun rated VISTA estimates. Comparable studies for below average and 
poor VISTA were not fomid and tiierefore no benchmarking of tliose coefficients is conducted. Finally, It should 
again be noted that a home's scenic vista, as disaissed in Section 3.2.3, was ranked without taking the presence of 
die wind turbines into consideration, even if those turbines were visible at tlie time of home sale. 
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Despite this finding for scenic vista, however, no statistically significant relationship is found 
between views of wind mrbines and sales prices.^^ The coefficients for the VIEW parameters 
(p^) are all relatively small, none are statistically significant, and they are not monotonically 
ordered (see Figure 6). Homes with EXTREME or SUBSTANTIAL view ratings, for which the 
Base Model is expected to find the largest differences, sell for, on average, 2.1% more (p value 
0,80) and 0.5% less (p value 0.94) than NO VIEW homes that sold in the same post-construction 
period. Similarly, homes with MODERATE or MINOR view ratings sell, on average, for 1.7% 
more (p value 0.58) and 1.2% less {p value 0.40) than NO VIEW homes, respectively. None of 
these coefficients are sizable, and none are statistically different firom zero. These results 
indicate that, among tliis sample at least, a statistically significant relationship between views of 
wind turbines and residential property values is not evident. In other words, there is an absence 
of evidence of a Scenic Vista Stigma in the Base Model. 

Results from the Base Model for VIEW Figure 6 
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The coefficients for the DISTANCE parameters (pj) are also all relatively small and none are 
statistically significant (see Figure 7). Homes that are situated within 3000 feet (0.57 miles) of 
the nearest wind mrbine, at the time of sale, are foimd to sell for 5.3% less (p value 0.40), on 
average, than homes outside of 5 miles that sold in the same "post-constraction" period. 
Meanwhile, homes between 3000 feet and 1 mile sold for 5.5% less (p value 0.30), on average, 
than homes more than 5 miles away. Homes that are within 1 to 3 miles of the nearest turbine, as 
compared to homes outside of 5 miles, sold for essentially the same, on average (coefficient = 
0.004,/? value 0.80), while homes between 3 and 5 miles sold for 1,6% more (p value 0.23). 

^̂  A significance level of 10% is used throughout tliis report, which conesponds to ap-va!ue at or above 0.10. 
Although this is more liberal than the often used 5% (p-value at or above 0.05). it was chosen to give more 
opportunities for effects thai might be fairly weak to be considered significant. 
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Figure 7: Results from the Base Model for DISTANCE 
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Looking at these results as a whole, a somewhat monotonic order from low to high is found as 
homes are situated fiirther away fiom wind facihties, but all of the coefficients are relatively 
small and none are statistically different from zero. This suggests that, for homes in the sample 
at least, there is a lack of statistical evidence that the distance firom a home to the nearest wind 

69 mrbine impacts sales prices, and this is true regardless of the distance band. As such, an 
absence of evidence of an Area or Nuisance Stigma is found in the Base Model. That 
notwithstanding, the -5% coefficients for homes that sold within one mile of the nearest wind 
turbine require further scmtiny. Even diough die differences are not found to be statistically 
significant, they might point to effects that exist but are too small for the model to deem 
statistically significant due to the relatively small nmnber of homes in the sample within 1 mile 
of the nearest turbine. Altematively, these homes may simply have been devalued even before 
the wind facility was erected, and that devaluation may have carried over into the post 
constmction period (the period investigated by the Base Model). To explore these possibilities, 
transactions that occurred well before the announcement of the wind facility to well after 
constmction are investigated in tire Temporal Aspects Model in the following "Altemative 
Models" section. 

^ It is wonh noting that the number of cases in each of these categories (e.g., n = Sl for homes inside of 3000 feet 
and ji = 58 between 3000 feet and one mile) aresnaall,butaresimilarto the numbers ofcases for other variables in 
the same model (e.g., LOW CONDITION, n = 69; PREMIUM VISTA, n = 75), the estimates of which were found 
to be significant above the 1% level. 
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Table 10: Results from the Base Model 

Intercept 
Nbr LN SalePricc96 hat 
AseatSale 
AgeatSale Sard 
Saft 1000 
Acres 
Baths 
ExtWalls Stone 
CentralAC 
Firenlace 
FmBsrat 
Cul De Sac 
Water Front 
Cnd Low 
Cnd BAvK 
Cnd Ave 
Cnd AAve 
Cnd High 
Vista Poor 
Vista BAv2 
Vista Av2 
Vista A4.V? 
Vista Prem 
WAOR 
TXHC 
OKCC 
lABV 
ILLC 
W I K C B C 
PASC 
PAWC 
NYMCOC 
NYMC 
Post Con NoView 
View Minor 
View Mod 
View Sub 
View Ext rm 
Mile Less 0 57 
Mile 0 57tol 
Mile l to3 
Mile 3to5 
Mile GtrS 

Coef. 

7.62 
0.29 

-0.006 
0.00002 

0.28 
0.02 
0.09 
0.21 
0.09 
O.ll 
0.08 
0.10 
0.33 
-0.45 
-0.24 

Omitted 
0.14 
0.23 
-0.21 
-0.08 

Omitted 
0.10 
0.13 

Omitted 
-0.75 
.0,44 
-0.24 
-0.09 
-0.14 
-0.31 
-0.07 
"0.20 
-0.15 

Omitted 
-0.01 
0.02 
-0.01 
0.02 
-0.05 
-0.05 
0.00 
0.02 

Omitted 

SE 
0.18 
0.02 

0.0004 
0.000003 

0.01 
0.00 
0.01 
0.02 
0.01 
0.01 
0.02 
0.01 
0.04 
0.05 
0.02 

Omitted 
0.01 
0.02 
0.02 
0.01 

Omitted 
0.02 
0.04 

Omitted 
0.03 
0.02 
0.02 
0.03 
0.02 
0.03 
0.03 
0.03 
0.02 

Omitted 
0.01 
0.03 
0.07 
0.09 
0.06 
0.05 
0.02 
0.01 

Omitted 

p Value 

0.00 
0.00 
0.00 
0.00 
0.00 
0.00 
0.00 
0.00 
0.00 
0.00 
0.00 
0.00 
0.00 
0.00 
0.00 

Omitted 
0.00 
0.00 
0.00 
0.00 

Omitted 
0.00 
0.00 

Omitted 
0.00 
0.00 
0.00 
0.00 
0.00 
0.00 
0.01 
0.00 
0.00 

Omitted 
0.40 
0.58 
0.94 
O.SO 
0.40 
0.30 
0.80 
0.23 

Omitted 

n 

4,937 
4.937 
4.937 
4.937 
4937 
4937 
1.486 
2,575 
1.834 

673 
992 

87 
69 

350 
2,727 
1.445 

337 
310 

2.857 
1.247 

448 
75 

519 
1,071 

476 
605 
213 
725 
291 
222 
346 
469 

4,207 
561 
106 
35 
28 
67 
58 

2.019 
1.923 

870 
"Omitted" = reference category forJixed effects variables 
"ft" indicates number of cases in category when category = " I ' 

Model Information 
Mode! Eauation Number 
Dependent Variable 
Number of Cases 
Number of Predictors (k) 
F Statistic 
Adjusted R Squared 

1 
LN SalePrice96 

4937 
37 

442.8 
0.77 

32 



5. Alternative Hedonic Models 
The Base Hedonic Model presented in Section 4 found that residential property values have, on 
average, not been measurably affected by the presence of nearby wind facilities. To test the 
robustness of this result and to test for other possible impacts from nearby wind projects, the 
report now turns to a number of other hedonic models. These Altemative Models were created to 
investigate different approaches to exploring the impact of the variables of interest (#1 and #2, 
below) and to assess the presence of impacts that are not otiierwise fully capmred by the Base 
Model (#3 through #6, below). 

1) View and Distance Stability Models: Using only post-construction transactions (the same 
as the Base Model) these models investigate whetiier die Scenic Vista Stigma (as meastired 
with VIEW) results are independent of the Nuisance and Area Stigma results (as meastired 
by DISTANCE) and vice versa.'*' 

2) Continuous Distance Model: Using only post-construction transactions, this model 
investigates Area and Nuisance Stigmas by applying a continuous distance parameter as 
opposed to the categorical variables for distance used in the previous models. 

3) All Sales Model: Using all transactions, this model investigates whether the results for the 
three stigmas change if transactions that occurred before the announcement and construction 
of the wind facility are included in the sample. 

4) Temporal Aspects Model: Using all transactions, this model further investigates Area and 
Nuisance Stigmas and how they change for homes that sold more than two years pre-
announcement through the period more than four years post-construction. 

5) Home Orientation Model; Using only post-constmction transactions, this model 
investigates the degree to which a home's orientation to the view of wind turbines affects 
sales prices. 

6) View and Vista Overlap Model: Using only post-construction transactions, this model 
investigates the degree to which the overlap between the view of a wind facility' and a home's 
primary scenic vista affects sales prices. 

Each of these models is described in more depth in the pages that follow. Results are shown for 
the variables of interest only; full results are contained in Appendix H. 

5.1. View and Distance Stability Models 
The Base Model (equation 1) presented in Section 4 includes both DISTANCE and VIEW 
variables because a home's value might be affected in part by the magnimde of the view of a 
nearby wind facility and in part by the distance from the home to that facility. These two 
variables maybe related, however, in-so-far as homes that are located closer to a wind facility 
are likely to have a more-dominating view of that facility. To explore the degree to which these 
two sets of variables are independent of each other (i.e. not colHnear) and to further test the 
robustness of the Base Model results two altemative hedonic models are run, each of which 
includes only one of the sets of parameters (DISTANCE or VIEW). Coefficients from these 
models are then compared to the Base Model results. 

™ Recall (liat the quahtative VIEW variable incorporated the visible distance to the nearest wind facility. 
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5.1.1, Dataset and Model Form 

The same dataset is used as in the Base Model, focusing again on post-cons tmction transactions 
(n = 4,937). To investigate DISTANCE effects alone the following model is estimated: 

ln(P) = y9„+AN + ;^/?,S + 2^;^3X + 2^y3,DISTANCE+^ (2) 
s k d 

where 
P represents the inflation-adjusted sales price, 
N is the spatially weighted neighbors' predicted sales price, 
S is the vector ofs Study Area fixed effects variables (e.g., WAOR, OKCC, etc.), 
X is a vector ofk home and site characteristics (e.g., acres, square feet, number of bathrooms, 
condition of the home, age of home, VISTA, etc.), 
DISTANCE is a vector of ti categorical distance variables (e.g., less than 3000 feet, between one 
and three miles, etc.), 
3t) is the constant or intercept across the full sample, 
jB; is a parameter estimate for the spatially weighted neighbor's predicted sales price, 
p2 is a vector ofs parameter estimates for the study area fixed effects as cotnpared to transactions 
of homes in the WAOR study area, 
j3j is a vector of ^ parameter estimates for the home and site characteristics, 
j3jj is a vector of J parameter estimates for the DISTANCE variables as compared to transactions 
of homes situated outside of five miles, and 
£ is a random disturbance term. 

The parameters of primary interest are p^, which represent the marginal differences between 
home vahies at various distances from the wind tiubines as compared to the reference category 
of homes outside of five miles. These coefficients can then be compared to the same coefficients 
estimated from the Base Model. 

Altematively, to investigate the VIEW effects alone, the following model is estimated: 

ln(P) = ^„+A,N + 2;3 ,S + X ^ , X + XA4VIEW + £ (3) 
s k V 

where 
VIEW is a vector of v categorical view variables (e.g., MINOR, MODERATE, etc.), 
4̂ is a vector of v parameter estimates for the VIEW variables, and 

all other components are as defined in equation (2), 

The parameters of primary interest in this model are p^, which represent the marginal differences 
between home values for homes with varying views of \̂ 'ind turbines at the time of sale as 
compared to the reference category of homes without a view of those turbines. Again, these 
coefficients can then be compared to the same coefficients estimated from the Base Model. 

Our expectation for both of the models described here is that the results will not be dramatically 
different from the Base Model, given the distribution of VIEW values across the DISTANCE 
values, and vice versa, as shown in Table 11. Except for EXTREME view, which is 
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concentrated inside of 3000 feet, ail view ratings are adequately distributed among the distance 
categories. 

Table 11: Frequency Crosstab of VIEW and DISTANCE Parameters 

No View 

Minor View 

Moderate View 

Substaotiai View 

Estrtme View 

TOTAL 

Inside 
JQOO Feet 

6 

14 

8 

t l 

28 

67 

Betweeo 
3000 Feet and 1 

Mile 

12 

24 

13 

9 

0 

58 

Between 
l i t B d 3 

Miies 

165.̂  

294 

C2 

10 

0 

2619 

Between 
3 and 5 
Mites 

1695 

202 

21 

5 

0 

1933 

Outside 
S Miles 

841 

27 

2 

0 

0 

870 

Total 

4207 

561 

.106 

35 

28 

4337 

5.1.2. Analysis of Results 
Summarized results for the variables of interest from the Base Model and the two Altemative 
Stability Models are presented in Table 12. (For brevity, the full set of results for the models is 
not shown in Table 12, but is Instead included in Appendix H.) The adjusted R" for die View and 
Distance Stability Models is the same as for the Base Model, 0.77. All study area, spatial 
adjustment, and home and site characteristics are significant at or above tlie one percent level and 
are similar in magnitude to the estimates presented earlier for the Base Model. 

The DISTANCE and VIEW coefficients, pj and 13̂ , are stable, changing no more than 3%, with 
most (7 out of 8) not experiencing a change greater tiian 1%. In all cases, changes to coefficient 
estimates for the variables of interest are considerably less than the standard errors. Based on 
these resuhs, there is confidence that the correlation between the VIEW and DISTANCE 
variables is not responsible for the findings and that these two variables are adequately 
independent to be included in the same hedonic model regression. As importantly, no evidence 
of Area, Scenic Vista, or Nuisance Stigma is found in the sample, as none of the VIEW or 
DISTANCE variables are found to be statistically different from zero. 

Table 12: Results from Distance and View 

Variables of Interest 
No View 
Mia or View 
Moderate View 
Substantial View 
Extreme View 
Inside 3000 Feet 
Between 3006 Feet and 1 Mile 
Bet^veen 3 and 3 Miles 
Bet^veen 3 and 5 Miles 
Outside 5 Miles 

n 
4207 
561 
106 
35 
28 
67 
58 

2019 
1923 
870 

Stability Models 
Base Model 

Coef 
Omitted 

-0.01 
0.02 
-0.01 
0.02 
-0.05 
-0.05 
0.00 
0,02 

Omitted 

SE 
Omitted 

0,01 
0,03 
0.07 
0,09 
0,06 
0,05 
0.02 
0.0 i 

Omitted 

p Value 
Omittsd 

0.39 
0.57 
0.92 
0,77 
0.31 
0.20 
0,80 
0,26 

Omitted 

Distance StabiliU' 

Coef 

-0.04 
-0.06 
-0.01 
0.0 i 

Omitted 

SK 

0.04 
0.05 
0.02 
0.01 

Omitted 

p Value 

0.25 
0.17 
0.71 
0.30 

Omitted 

V 

Coef 
Omitted 

-0.02 
0.00 
-0.04 
-0.03 

ew Stabilin' 

SE 
Omitted 

0.01 
0.03 
0.06 
0,06 

p Value 
Omitted 

0.24 
0,90 
0.45 
0.58 

"Omitted" = reference category for fixed effects variables, "n" indicates number of cases in category when category = " 1 ' 

Mode! Infomiatioa 
Model Equation Number 
Dependent Variable 
Number of Cases 
Number of Predictors (k) 
F Statistic 
Adjusted R Squared 

1 1 
EN SalePrlce!)6 | 

4937 
37 

4 4 2 ^ 
0.77 

2 1 
LN SalePrice1>6 | 

4937 
33 

496.7 
0.77 

3 1 
LN SaieFrice96 | 

4937 
33 

49S.9 
0.77 
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5.2. C o n t i n u o u s D i s t a n c e M o d e l 

The potential impact of wind facilities on residential property values based on Area and 
Nuisance effects was explored with the Base Model by using five ordered categorical 
DISTANCE variables. This approach was used in order to impose die least restriction on the 
functional relationship between distance and property values (as discussed in footnote 52 on 
page 25). The literature on environmental disamenities, however, more commonly uses a 
continuous distance form (e.g., Sims et al., 2008), which imposes more structure on this 
relationship. To be consistent with the literamre and to test if a more rigid structural relationship 
might uncover an effect that is not otherwise apparent with the five distance categories used in 
the Base Model, a hedonic model that relies upon a continuous distance variable is presented 
here. One important benefit of this model is that a larger amoimt of data (e.g., « = 4,937) is used 
to estimate the continuous DISTANCE coefficient then was used to estimate any of the 
individual categorical estimates in the Base Model (e.g., n = 61 inside 3000 feet, n = 2019 
between one and three miles). The Continuous Distance Model therefore provides an important 
robusmess test to the Base Model results. 

5.2,1. Dataset and Model F o r m 

A number of different functional forms can be used for a continuous DISTANCE variable, 
including linear, inverse, cubic, quadratic, and logarithmic. Of the forms that are considered, an 
inverse function seemed most appropriate,^^ Inverse functions are used when it is assumed that 
any effect is most pronounced near the disamenity and that those effects fade asymptotically as 
distance increases. This form has been used previously in the literature (e.g., Leonard et al., 
2008) to explore the impact of disamenities on home values, and is calculated as follows: 

hivDISTANCE ^ 1 / DISTANCE (4) 

where 
DISTANCE is the distances to the nearest turbine from each home as calculated at the time of 
sale for homes that sold in the post-construction period. 

For the purpose of the Continuous Distance Model, the same dataset is used as in the Base Model, 
focusing again on post-construction transactions (n = 4,937). InvDISTANCE has a maximum of 
6.67 (corresponding to homes that were 0.15 miles, or roughly 800 feet, from the nearest wind 
turbine), a minimum of 0.09 (corresponding to a distance of roughly 11 miles), and a mean of 
0.38 (corresponding to a distance of 2.6 miles). This function was then introduced into the 
hedonic model in place of the DISTANCE categorical variables as follows: 

hi(P):=y5o+y^,N + 2 ] ^ , S + 2 ] A ^ + 2 A V I E W + y^gInvDISTANCE + e (5) 
s k V 

where 
InvDISTANCE; is the inverse of the distance to the nearest turbine, 
pi is a parameter estimate for the inverse of the distance to die nearest mrbine, and 

^̂  Tlie other distance ftinctions (e.g., linear, quadratic, cubic & loganthinic) were also tested. Additionally, two-pan 
functions with interactions between continuous forms (e.g., linear) and categorical (e.g., less than one mile) were 
invest^ated. Results from tli^e models are briefly discussed below in footnote 72. 
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all other components are as defined in equation (1). 

The coefficient of interest in this model is pj, which, if effects exist, would be expected to be 
negative, indicating an adverse effect from proximity to the wind turbines. 

5.2.2. Analysis of Results 
Results for the variables of interest in the Continuous Distance Model and the Base Model are 
shown in Table 13. (For brevity, the fiill set of results for the model is not shown in Table 13, but 
is instead included in Appendix H.) The model performs well with an adjusted R' of 0.77. All 
study area, spatial adjustment, and home and site characteristics are significant at the one percent 
level. The coefficients for VIEW are similar to those found in the Base Model, demonstrating 
stability in results, and none are statistically significant. These results support the previous 
findmgs of a lack of evidence of a Scenic Vista Stigma. 

Our focus variable InvDISTANCE produces a coefficient (pj) that is slightly negative at - 1 % , 
but tiiat is not statistically different from zero (p value 0.41), implying again that there is no 
statistical evidence of a Nuisance Stigma effect nor an Area Stigma effect and confirming the 
results obtained in the Base Model. '̂  

Table 13: Results from Continuous Distance Model 

Variables of Interest 
No View 
Minor View 
Moderate View 
Substantial View 
Extreme View 
Inside 3000 Feet 
Bet^veen 3000 Feet aad 1 Mile 
Between 1 and 3 Miles 
Between 3 and 5 MUes 
Outside 5 Miles 
InvDISTANCE 

Base M o ^ l 

Coef 
Omitted 

-0.01 
0.02 
-0.01 
0.02 
-0.05 
-0.05 
0.00 
0.02 

Omitted 

SE 
OmitteO 

0.0! 
0.03 
0.07 
0.09 
0.06 
0.05 
0.02 
0_01 

Omitted 

l> Value 
Omitted 

0.39 
0,57 
0.92 
0.77 
0.31 
0.20 

o.so 
0,26 

Omitted 

n 
4,207 

561 
106 
35 
28 
67 
5S 

2,019 
1,923 

870 

Continuous Distance 

Coef 
Oimtted 

-0.01 
0.01 
-0.02 
0.01 

-0.01 

SE 
Omitted 

0.01 
0,03 
0.07 
0.10 

0.02 

p Value 
Omitted 

0-32 
0.77 
0.64 
0.85 

0.41 

H 

4,207 
561 
106 
35 
28 

4.937 
"Omitted" = reference category for fixed effects variables, "n " = number of cases in category when category = " 1 " 

Model Information 
Model Equation Number 
Dependent Variable 
Number of Cases 
Number of Predictors (k) 
F Statistic 
.Adjusted R Squared 

1 1 
LN SalePrice96 | 

4937 
37 

442.8 
0.77 

5 i 
LN SalePrice96 | 

4937 
34 

481.3 
0.77 

5.3. All Sales Model 
The Base Model presented earlier relied on only those transactions that occurred after the 
constmction of the relevant wind facility. This approach, however, leaves open two key 
questions. First, it is possible that the property values of all of the post-construction homes in the 

^̂  As mentioned in footnote 71 on page 36, a number of altemative forms of the continuous distance fimction were 
also explored, including two-part ftinctions, with no change in the results presented here. In all cases the resulting 
continuous distance function was not statistically significant. 
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sample have been affected by the presence of a wind facility, and therefore that the reference 
homes in the Base Model (i.e., those homes outside of five miles with no view of a wind turbine) 
are an inappropriate comparison group because they too have been impacted .̂ ^ Using only those 
homes that sold before the announcement of the wind facility (pre-announcement) as the 
reference group would, arguably, make for a better comparison because the sales price of those 
homes are not plausibly impacted by the presence of the wind facility. '̂  Second, the Base Model 
does not consider homes that sold in the post-announcement but pre-construction period, and 
previous research suggests that property value effects might be very strong during this period, 
during which an assessment of actual impacts is not possible and buyers and sellers may take a 
more-protective and conservative stance (Wolsink, 19S9). This subsection therefore presents the 
results of a hedonic model that uses the full set of transactions in the dataset, pre- and post-
construction. 

5.3.1. Dataset and Model F o r m 

Unlike the Base Model, in this instance the full set of 7,459 residential transactions is included. 
The following model is then estimated: 

ln(P) = A + A N + Z A S + Z A X + Z A V l E W + X^3DISTANCE + ^ (6) 
.s k V d 

where 
VIEW is a vector of v categorical view variables (e.g., NONE, MINOR, MODERATE, etc.), 
DISTANCE is a vector ofd categorical distance variables (e.g., less than 3000 feet, between one 
and three miles, outside of five mile, etc.), 
^4 is a vector of v parameter estimates for the VIEW variables as compared to pre-construction 
transactions, 
pi is a vector of <:/parameter estimates for the DISTANCE variables as compared to pre-
armouncement transactions, and 
all other components are as defined in equation (1). 

It is important to emphasize that the VTEW and DISTANCE parameters in equation (6) have 
different reference categories than they do in the Base Model - equation (1). In the Base Model, 
DISTANCE and VIEW are estimated in the post-constmction period in reference to homes that 
sold outside of five miles and with no view of the ttubines respectively. In the All Sales Model, 
on the other hand, the coefficients for VIEW (p^) are estimated in reference to all pre-
constmction transactions (spaiming the pre-announcement and post-announcement-pre-
construction periods) and the coefficients for DISTANCE (pi) are estimated in reference to all 
pre-announcement transactions. In making a distinction between the reference categories for 
VIEW and DISTANCE, it is assimaed that awareness of the view of turbines and awareness of 

'̂  Hiis might be the case if there is an Area Stigma that includes the reference homes. 
"̂̂  As discussed in footnote 47 on page 19, it is conceivable that awareness might occur prior to the "announcement" 
date used for this analysis. If mie, this bias is likely to be sporadic in nature and less of an issue in this mode!, when 
all pre-amiouncement transactions are pooled (e.g., both tnmsactions near and far away from where the turbines 
were eventiially located) than in modek presented later (e.g., temporal aspects model). Nonetheless, if present, this 
bias may weakly draw down the pre-announcement reference category, 
'̂  See Section 4.1 and also footnote 51 on page 24 for more information on w-hy the post-consmiction dataset and 
five-mile-no-view homes reference cateeorv are used in die Base Model. 
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the distance from tiiem might not occur at the same point in the development process. 
Specifically, it is assiuned that VIEW effects largely occur after the tiu-bines are erected, in the 
post-constmction period, but that DISTANCE effects might occur in the post-annoimcement-pre-
construction timefi^ame. For example, after a wind facility is announced, it is not atypical for a 
map of the expected locations of the turbines to be circulated in the community, allowing home 
buyers and sellers to assess the distance of the planned facility from homes. Because of this 
assumed difference in when awareness begins for VIEW and DISTANCE, the DISTANCE 
variable is populated for transactions occurring in the post-announcement-pre-cons tmction 
period as well as the post-construction period (see Table 14 below), but the VIEW variable is 
populated only for transactions in the post-construction period - as they were in the Base 
Model.^^ 

Table 14: Frequency Summary for DISTANCE in All Sales Model 

Post-Construction 
Post-AiinounceniEBt-Pre-Constr action 

TOTAL 

< 0.57 Miles 

67 
13 
80 

0.57 -1 Miles 

58 
7 

65 

1 - 3 Miles 

2019 
341) 

2359 

3 - 5 Miies 

1923 
277 

2200 

>S Miles 

870 
1.30 

1000 

Total 

4937 
767 

5704 

One beneficial consequence of the differences in reference categories for the VIEW and 
DISTANCE variables in this model, as opposed to the Base Model, is that this model can 
accommodate all of the possible VIEW and DISTANCE categories, including NO VIEW 
transactions and transactions of homes outside of five miles. Because of the inclusion of these 
VIEW and DISTANCE categories, the tests to investigate Area, Scenic Vista, and Nuisance 
Stigmas are slightly different in tiiis model than in the Base Model For Area Stigma, for 
example, how homes with no view of the turbines fared can now be tested; if they are adversely 
affected by the presence of the wind facility, then this would imply a pervasive Area Stigma 
impact. For Scenic Vista Stigma, the VIEW coefficients (MINOR, MODERATE, etc.) can be 
compared (using a r-Test) to the NO VIEW results; if they are significantly different, a Scenic 
Vista Stigma would be an obvious culprit. Finally, for Nuisance Stigma, the DISTANCE 
coefficients inside of one mile can be compared (using a /-Test) to those outside of five miles; if 
there is a significant difference between these two categories of homes, then homes are likely 
affected by their proximity to the wind facihty. 

5.3.2. Analysis of Results 

Results for the variables of interest for this hedonic model are summarized in Table 15, and Base 
Model results are shown for comparison purposes. (For brevity, the full set of results for the 
model is not shown in Table 15, but is instead included in Appendix H.) The adjusted R^ for the 
model is 0.75, down slightly from 0.77 for the Base Model, and indicating that this model has 
slightly more difficulty (i.e. less explanatory power) modeling transactions that occurred pre-

'"' It is conceivable that VIEW effects could occur before the turbuies are constructed, hi some cases, for example, 
developeî  will simulate what the project will look like after construction (hiring the post-announcement but pre-
construction timeframe. In tliese situations, home buyers and sellers might adjust home values accordingly based on 
the expected views of turbines. It is assumed, however, that such adjustments are likely to be reasonably rare, and 
MEW effects are tlierefore estimated using only post-construction sales. 
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construction.^^ All study area, spatial adjustment, and home and site characteristics are 
significant at or above the one percent level and are similar in sign and magnitude to the 
estimates derived from the post-construction Base Model. 

The VIEW coefficients (p^) are clearly affected by the change in reference category. All of the 
VIEW parameter estimates are higher than the Base Model estimates for the same categories. Of 
particular interest is the NO VIEW coefficient, which represents the values of homes without a 
view of the turbines and that sold in the post-construction period, as compared to the mean value 
of homes that sold in the pre-construction period, all else being equal. These homes, on average, 
are estimated to sell for 2% {p value 0.08) more than similar pre-construction homes. If an Area 
Stigma existed, a negative coefficient for these NO VIEW homes would be expected. Instead, a 
positive and statistically significant coefficient is found. '̂  It is outside the ability of this study to 
determine whether the increase is directly related to the wind turbines, or whether some otiier 
factor is impacting these results, but in either instance, no evidence of a pervasive Area Stigma 
associated with the presence of the wind facilities is found. 

To test for the possibility of Scenic Vista Stigma, the coefficients for MINOR, MODERATE, 
SUBSTANTIAL, and EXTREME views can^be compared to the NO VIEW coefficient using a 
simple /-Test Table 16 presents tiiese results. As shown, no significant difference is found for 
any of tiie VIEW coefficients when compared to NO VIEW transactions. This reinforces the 
findings earlier tiiat, within the sample at least, there is no evidence of a Scetuc Vista Stigma. 

The DISTANCE parameter estimates (pi) are also foimd to be affected by the change in 
reference category, and all are lower than the Base Model estimates for tiie same categories. 
This result likely indicates that the inflation-adjusted mean value of homes in the pre-
announcement period is slightly higher, on average, than for those homes sold outside of five 
miles in the post-constmction period. This difference could be attributed to the inaccuracy of the 
inflation index, a pervasive effect from the wind turbines, or to some other cause. BecaLise the 
coefficients are not systematically statistically significant, however, this result is not pursued 
further. What is of interest, however, is the negative 8% estimate for homes located betw^een 
3000 feet and one mile of the nearest wind turbine (p value 0.03). To correctly interpret this 
result, and to compare it to the Base Model, one needs to discern if this coefficient is 
significantly different from the estimate for homes located outside of five miles, using a /-Test. 

The results of this /-Test are shown in Table 17. The coefficient differences are found to be 
somewhat monotonically ordered. Moving from homes within 3000 feet (-0.06,/? value 0.22), 
and between 3000 feet and one mile (-0,08, p value 0.04), to between one and three miles (0.00, 
p value 0.93) and between three and five miles (0.01, /? value 0.32) the DISTANCE coefficients 
are found to generally increase. Nonetheless, none of these coefficients are statistically 
significant except one, homes that sold between 3000 feet and one mile. The latter finding 
suggests the possibility of Nuisance Stigma. It is somewhat unclear why an effect would be 
foimd in this model, however, when one was not evident in the Base Model. The most likely 

'̂ This slight change ui performance is likely due to the inaccuracies of home and site characteristics and die 
inflation adjustment for homes that sold in the early part of the study period. This is discussed in more detail in 
foomote 50 on page 23. 
^ For more on the significance level used for this report, see footnote 68 on page 30. 
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explanation is that the additional homes that are included in this model, specifically those homes 
that sold post-aimouncement but pre-construction, are driving the results. A thorough 
investigation of these "temporal" issues is provided in the next subsection. 

In siunmation, no evidence is foimd of an Area or Scenic Vista Stigma in this altemative hedonic 
model, but some limited not-conclusive evidence of a Nuisance Stigma is detected. To further 
explore the reUability of tiiis latter resuh, the analysis now turns to the Temporal Aspects Model. 

Table 15: Results from AU Sales Model 

Variables of Interest 
Pi'e-Constniction Sales 
No View 

Minor View 
Moderate View 
Substanti»l View 

Exti-eme View 
In.side 3000 Feet 

Bet>veen 3000 Feet afld 1 Mile 
Between 1 and 3 Miles 
Between 3 and 5 Miles 
Outside 5 Miles 
Pre-Anoouncement Sttles 

Base Model 

Coef 

iL^a 

Omitted 
-0.01 

0.02 
-O.Ol 
0.02 

-0.05 
-0.05 

0.00 
0.02 

Omitted 
n,''a 

SE 

n/a 
Omitted 

0.01 

0.03 
0.07 
0.09 
0.06 
0.05 

0.02 
0.01 

Omitted 
iL'a 

p Value 

n/a 
Omitted 

0.39 
0.57 
0.92 
0.77 
0.31 

0.20 
0.80 
0.26 

Omitted 
n/a 

n 

ii/a 

4,207 
561 
106 
35 
28 
67 
5S 

2,019 
1.923 

870 
wa 

Ail Sales 

Coef 

Omitted 
0.02 
0.00 
0.03 
0.03 
0.06 
-0.06 

-0.08 
0.00 
0,01 
0.00 

Omitted 

SE 

Omitted 

0.01 
0.02 
0.03 
0.07 
0.08 
0.05 

0,05 

0.01 
0,01 
0.02 

Omittec! 

p Value 

Omifted 
0.U8 
0.77 
0.41 
0.53 
0.38 

0,18 

0.03 
0.80 
0.59 
0.78 

Omitted 

n 

2.522 
4,207 

561 
106 

35 

28 

80 
65 

2^59 
2.200 
1,000 
1.755 

"Omitted" = reference category for fixed effects variables, "n " = number of cases in category when category = " I ' 

Model Information 
Model Eqtiadon Number 

Depetidcut Variable 
Number of Cases 

Number of Pi-edictors (k) 
F Statistic 
Adjusted R Squared 

1 
LN SalcPrice96 | 

4937 

37 
442.8 
t>.77 

6 
LN SalePricc96 | 

7459 
39 

579.9 
0.75 

Table 16: Results from Equality Test of VTEW Coefficients in the Ail Sales Model 

n 

Coefficient 

Coefficient Difference * 

Variance 

Co variance 

Df 

r-Test 

Signiiicance 

No View 

4,207 

0.02 

Reference 

0.0001 

n/a 

Ti/a 

n/a 

n/a 

Minor View 

56] 

0.00 

-0.02 

0.0003 

0.00011 

7419 

-1,20 

0.23 

Moderate 
View 

106 

0.03 

0.00 

0.0009 

0.00010 

7419 

0.17 

0.87 

Substantial 
View 

35 

0.03 

0.01 

0.0030 

0.00009 

7419 

0.23 

0.82 

Extreme View 

28 

0.06 

0.04 

0.0050 

O.OOOOS 

7419 

0.58 

0.57 

* Differences are ixrunded lo the nearest second decimal place, 
"n" = number of cases in category when category = "I" 

41 



Table 17: Results from Equality Test of DISTANCE Coefficients in the All Sales Model 

11 

Coefficient 

Coefficient Diiference * 

Variance 

Covariance 

Df 

/ Test 

Sigaificaiice 

Inside 3000 
Feet 

80 

-0.06 

-0.05 

0.0019 

0.00010 

7419 

-1.23 

0.22 

Between 3600 
Feet and 1 Mile 

65 

-0.08 

-0.08 

0.0015 

0.000! 3 

7419 

-2.06 

0.04 

Between 1 and 
3 Miles 

2.359 

0.00 

O.OO 

0.0002 

0.00013 

7419 

0.09 

0.93 

Between 3 and 
S Miles 

2,200 

0.01 

0.01 

0.0002 

0.00015 

7419 

1.00 

0.32 

Outside 5 
Miles 

1,000 

0.00 

Reference 

0.0003 

ii/a 

n/a 

n/a 

n/a 

* Differences are rounded ro the nearest second decimal place, 
"n" ^ number of cases in category when category = "/" 

5.4. Tempora l Aspects Model 
Based on die results of the All Sales Model, a more thorough investigation of how Nuisance and 
Area Stigma effects might change throughout the wind project development period is warranted. 
As discussed previously, there is some evidence that property value impacts may be particularly 
strong after the announcement of a disamenity, but then may fade with time as the community 
adjusts to the presence of that disamenity (e.g., Wolsink, 1989). The Temporal Aspects Model 
presented here allows for an investigation of how the different periods of the wind project 
development process affect estimates for the impact of DISTANCE on sales prices. 

5.4.1. Dataset and Model Form 
Here the full set of 7,459 residential transactions is used, allowing an exploration of potential 
property value impacts (focusing on the DISTANCE variable) throughout time, including in the 
pre-construction period. The following model is then estimated: 

ln(P) = ^o+/7iN + ̂ y52S + X A X + S A V I E W + 2]i^5(DISTANCE-PERIOD)-I-^ (J) 

where 
DISTANCE is a vector of categorical distance variables (e.g., less than one mile, between one 
and three miles, etc.), 
PERIOD is a vector of categorical development period variables (e.g., after announcement and 
before constmction, etc.), 
3^ is a vector of j parameter estimates for each DISTANCE and PERIOD category as compared 
to the transactions more than two years before announcement and outside of five miles, and 
all other components are as defined in equation (1). 

The PERIOD variable contains six different options: 
1) More than two years before announcement; 
2) Less than two years before announcement; 
3) After announcement but before construction; 
4) Less than two years after construction; 
5) Between two and four years after construction; and 
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6) More than four years after construction. 

In contrast to the Base Model, the two DISTANCE categories inside of one mile are collapsed 
into a single "less than one mile" group. This approach increases the number of transactions in 
each crossed subcategory of data, and therefore enhances the stability of the parameter estimates 
and decreases the size of the standard errors, thus providing an increased opportunity to discover 
statistically significant effects. Therefore, in this model the DISTANCE variable contains four 
different options: 
1) Less than one mile; 
2) Between one and three miles; 
3) Between three and five miles; and 
4) Outside of five miles.^^ 

The number of transactions in each of the DISTANCE and PERIOD categories is presented in 
Table 18. 

The coefficients of interest are pj, which represent the vector of marginal differences between 
homes sold at various distances from the wind facility (DISTANCE) during various periods of 
tlie development process (PERIOD) as compared to the reference group. The reference group in 
tliis model consists of transactions that occurred more than two years before the fiiciiity was 
annoimced for homes that were situated more than five miles firom where the turbines were 
ultimately constructed. It is assumed that the value of these homes would not be affected by the 
future presence of the wind facility. The VIEW parameters, although included in the model, are 
not interacted with PERIOD and therefore are treated as controlling variables.^*^ 

Although the comparisons of these categorical variables between different DISTANCE and 
PERIOD categories is be interesting, it is the comparison of coefficients within each PERIOD 
and DISTANCE category that is the focus of this section. Such comparisons, for example, allow 
one to compare how the average value of homes inside of one mile that sold two years before 
announcement compare to the average value of homes inside of one mile that sold in the post-
aimouncement-pre-construction period. For this comparison, a /-Test similar to that in the All 
Sales Model is used. 

''̂  For homes that sold in the pre-constmction time irame, no turbines yet existed, and therefore DISTANCE is 
created using a proxy: the Euclidian distance to where the turbines were eventually constructed. Tliis approach 
introduces some bias when there is more than one facility in tiie study area. Conceivably, a home that soid in the 
post-announcement-pre-construction period of one wind facilit>̂  could also be assigned to the pre-aiinoimcement 
period of another facility in the s^ne area. For this type of sale, it is not entirely clear which PERIOD and 
DISTANCE is most appropriate, but every effort was made to apply the sale to the w"ind facility that was most likely 
to have an impact. In most cases ttiis meant choosing tlie closest facihty, biit in some cases, when development 
periods were separated by many years, simply the earliest facility was chosen. In general, any bias created by these 
judgments is expected to be minimal because, in tlie large majority of cases, the development process in each smdy 
area was more-or-less continuous and focused in a specific area rather then being spread widely apart 
^ As discussed earlier, the \1EW variable was considered most relevant for the post-construction period, so 
delineations based on development periods that extended into the pre-construction phase were unnecessary. It is 
conceivable, however, that VIEW effect vary in periods following construction, such as in die fu-st two years or 
after that. Although this is an interesting qi^stion, the numbers of cas^ for the SUBSTANTIAL and EXTREME 
ratings - even if combined - when divided into the temporal periods were too small to be fmitful for analysis. 
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Table 18: Frequency Crosstab of DISTANCE and PERIOD 

Less Than 1 NUle 

Between 1 and 3 Miles 

Belween 3 and S Miies 

OntsJdeofSMUes 

TOTAL 

More Than 2 Vear.i 
Before 

AnnouBcement 

3a 

283 

157 

132 

610 

Less Thao 2 Years 
Be fa re 

Aitnouncement 

40 

592 

380 

J 33 

1,145 

After 
As Bounce ment 

Before 
Co&sCnietiou 

20 

3 ^ 

2T7 

130 

767 

Less Than 2 
Years After 

CoBstructinn 

39 

806 

572 

218 

l,fi35 

Betwcea 2 and 4 
Years Afler 

Cniutmitjoo 

45 

502 

594 

227 

1,36« 

-More Than 4 
Years After 

CoRsmiction 

43 

709 

757 

425 

1,934 

Total 

225 

3,232 

2,737 

1,265 

7,459 

5.4,2, Analysis of Results 
Results for the variables of interest for this hedonic model are presented in Table 19; as with 
previous models, the full set of results is contained in Appendix H. Similar to the All Sales 
Model discussed in the previous section, the adjusted R' for the model is 0.75, down slightly 
from 0.77 for the Base Model, and indicating that this model has slighdy more difficulty (i.e., 
less explanatory power) modeling transactions diat occurred before wind facility constmction. 
All study area, spatial adjustment, and home and site characteristics are significant at or above 
the one percent level, are of the appropriate sign, and are similar in magnitude to the esrimates 
derived from the post-construction Base Model. 

All of the DISTANCE /PERIOD interaction coefficients for distances outside of one mile are 
relarively small (-0.04 < pj < 0.02) and none are statistically significant. This implies that there 
are no stetistically significant differences in property values between the reference category 
homes - homes sold more than two years before aimouncement that were situated outside of five 
miles from where mrbines were eventually erected - and any of the categories of homes that sold 
outside of one mile at any other period in the wind project development process. These 
comparisons demonstrate, arguably more directly than any other model presented in tliis report 
that Area Stigma effects likely do not exist in the sample. 

The possible presence of a Nuisance Stigma is somewhat harder to discem. For homes that sold 
inside of one mile of the nearest wind turbine, in three of the six periods there are statistically 
significant negative differences between average property values when compared to the 
reference category. Transactions completed more than two years before facility announcement 
are estimated to be vahied at 13% less {p value 0.02) than the reference category, transactions 
less than two years before announcement are 10% lower (p value 0.06), and transactions after 
aimouncement but before constmction are 14% lower {p value 0.04). For other periods, however, 
these marginal differences are considerably smaller and are not statistically different from the 
reference category. Sales prices in the first two years after construction are, on average, 9% less 
ip value 0.15), those occurring between three and four years following constmction are, on 
average, 1% less {p value 0.86), and those occurring more than four years after constmction are, 
on average, 7% less {p value 0.37). 
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Table 19: Results from Temporal Aspects Model 

Variables of Interest 

Inside 1 Mile 

Between 1-3 
Miles 

Between 3-5 
Miles 

Outside 5 Miles 

More Than 2 Years Before AnaouDcement 
Less Thao 2 Yeai^ Before Announcement 
After Announcement Belbre Construction 
2 Years After Construction 
Between 2 and 4 Years After Construction 
More Than 4 Years After Construction 
More Than 2 Years Before Announcement 
Less Than 2 Years Before Announcement 
After Announcement Before Construction 
2 Years After Construction 
Between 2 and 4 Years After Construction 
More Than 4 Years After Construction 
More Than 2 Y'ears Before Announcement 
Less Than 2 Years Before Announcement 
Alter Announcement Before Construction 
2 Years .4fter Construction 
Between 2 and 4 Years After Construction 
.More Than 4 Years .4fter Construction 
More Than 2 Years Before Announcement 
Less Than 2 Years Before Announcement 
After Announcement Before Construction 
2 Years After Construction 
Between 2 and 4 Y'ears After Construction 
More Than 4 Years After Construction 

Temporal Aspects 

Coef 
-0.13 
-o.io 
-0.14 
-0.09 
-0.01 

-0.07 
-0.04 
0.00 
-0.02 
0.00 
0.01 
0.00 
0.00 
0.00 
0.00 
0.02 
0.01 
0.01 

Omitted 
-0.03 
-0.03 
-0.03 
0.03 
0.01 

SE 
0.06 
0.05 
0.06 
0.07 
0.06 
O.OS 
0.03 
0.03 
0.03 
0.03 
0.03 
0.03 
0.04 
0.03 
0.03 
0.03-
0.03 
0.03 

Omitted 
0.04 
0.03 
0.03 
0.03 
0.03 

p Value 
0.02 
0.06 
0.04 
O.ll 
0.85 
0.22 
0.18 
0.91 
0.54 
0.90 
0.78 
0.93 
0.92 
0.97 
0.93 
0.55 
0.65 
0.67 

Omitted 
0.33 
0.39 
0.44 
0.44 
0.73 

n 
38 
40 
2 i 
39 
44 
42 
283 
592 
342 
807 
503 
710 
157 
380 
299 
574 
594 
758 
132 
133 
105 
215 
227 
424 

"Omitted" = reference category for fixed effects variables. 
"n " indicates number of cases in category when category = " I " 

Model Information 
Model Equation Number 
Dependent Variable 
Number of C ^ e s 
Number of Predictors (k) 
F Statistic 
Adjusted R Squared 

7 
LN SaIePrice96 

7459 
56 

404.5 
0.75 

What these results suggest (as shown in Figure 8) is that homes inside of one mile in the sample, 
on average, were depressed in value (in relation to the reference category) before and after the 
announcement of the wind facility and up to the point that constmction began, but that those 

81 values rebounded somewhat after constmction commenced. This conclusion also likely 
explains why a significant and negative effect for homes that sold between 3000 feet and one 
mile is found in the All Sales Model presented in Section 5.3: homes within this distance range 
that sold prior to facility constmction w^ere depressed in value and most likely drove the results 
for homes that soid after announcement. Regardless, these results are not suggestive of a 
pervasive Nuisance Stigma. 

^̂  As discussed in footnotes 47 (on page 19) and 74 (on page 38), the "aimouncement date" often refers to the first 
time the proposed facility appeared in the press. "Awareness" of the project in the cominunity may precede this 
date, however, and therefore transachons occurring in the period "less than two yeirs before announcement" could 
conceivably have been influenced by the prospective wind project, but it is considerably less likely that those in tlie 
period more than two years before aimouncement would have been influenced. 
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Figure 8: Results from the Temporal Aspects Model 
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To explore Nuisance Stigma further, the analysis again turns to the 7-Test and compares the 
coefficients for transactions that occurred more than two years before wind facility 
annotmcement (during which time the future wind facility is not expected to have any impact on 
sales prices) to the estimates for the DISTANCE coefficients in the periods that follow. These 
results are shown in Table 20. Focusing on those transactions mside of one mile, it is found that 
all coefficients are greater In magnitude than the reference category except during the post-
amiouncement-pre-construction period (which is 1% less and is not statistically significant;/J 
value 0.90), indicating, on average, that home values are increasing or staying stable from the 
pre-announcement reference period onward. These increases, however, are not statistically 
significant except in the period of two to four years after construction (0.12, p value 0.08). With 
respect to Nuisance Stigma, the more important result is that, relative to homes that sold well 
before the wind facility was announced, no statistically significant adverse effect is found in any 
period within a one mile radius of the wind facility. Therefore, the -5% (albeit not statistically 
significant) average difference that is foimd in the Base Model, and the -8% (statistically 
significant) result that is found in the All Sales Model (for homes betw '̂een 3000 feet and one 
mile) appear to both be a reflection of depressed home prices that preceded the construction of 
the relevant wind facilities. If construction of the wind facilities were dovmwardly influencing 
the sales prices of these homes, as might be deduced from the Base or All Sales Models alone, a 
diminution in the inflation adjusted price would be seen as compared to pre-announcement levels. 
Instead, an increase is seen. As such, no persuasive evidence of a Nuisance Stigma is evident 
among this sample of transactions.^^ 

"̂ It should be noted that the numbers of study areas represented for homes situ^ed ii^ide of one mile but in the 
periods "more than two years before announcemenf and "more than four years after construction" 2ie fewer (n = 5) 
than in the other temporal categories (ri = 8). Fmther, tlie "more than two yeais before aimouncement - inside of 
one mile" category- is dommated by transactions from one study area (OKCC). For these reasoi^, tliere is less 
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Turning to the coefficient differences for distances greater than one mile in Table 20, again, no 
statistical evidence of significant adverse impacts on home values is uncovered. Where 
statistically significant differences are identified, the coefficients are sweater than the reference 
category. These findings corroborate the earlier Area Stigma results, and re-affirm the lack of 
evidence for such an effect among the sample of residential transactions included in this analysis. 

Table 20: Results from Equality Test of Temporal Aspects Model Coefficients 

J..es«i Than 1 Mile 

Between 1 and 3 Miles 

Beti^een 3 and S Miies 

Outside of 5 Miles f 

More Than 
2 Vears 
Before 

.Announcement 

Reference 

Reference 

Reference 

Reference 

Less Than 
2 Vears 
Before 

jVnnouncement 

0.03 (0.45) 

0.04(1.92)* 

0.01 (0.37) 

-0.04 (-0.86) 

.\fter 
Ann o uncemeJit 

Before 
C^onstruction 

-0.0! (-0.13) 

0.02 (0.86) 

0.01 (0.34) 

-0.03 (-0.91) 

Less Tlian 2 
Years Aftei-

ConstnictiOH 

0.04(0.56) 

0.05 (2.47)** 

0.02 (0.77) 

-0.03 (-0.77) 

Between 
2 and 4 Yeai^s 

After 
C'DDstmctioii 

0.12(1.74)* 

0.05 (2.27)** 

0.02 (0.78) 

0.03 (0.81) 

More Than 
4 Ycai-s 
Aftar 

Construction 

0.06 (0.8S) 

0.04(1.82)* 

0.02 (0.79) 

0.01 (0.36) 

.Numbers in parenthesis are t-Tcst statistics. Significance = *** 1% level, ** 5% level, * 10% level, <blank> belo\i'the 10% level. 

f For homes outside of 5 miles, the coefficient differences are equal to the coefficients in the Temporal Aspects Model, and thcr^ore the t-
values were produced via the OLS. 

5.5. O r i e n t a t i o n M o d e l 

AU of the hedonic models presented to this point use a VIEW variable that effectively assumes 
that the impact of a view of wind turbines on property values will not vary based on the 
orientation of the home to that view; the impact will be the same whether the view is seen from 
the side of the home or from the back or fi-ont. Other literature, however, has found that the 
impact of wind projects on property values may be orientation-dependent (Sims et ai., 2008). To 
investigate this possibility further a parameter for orientation is included in the model. 

5.5*1. Dataset a n d Model F o r m 

The same dat^et is used as in the Base Model, focusing on post-construction transactions {n -
4,937). To investigate whether the orientation of a home to the turbines (ORIENTATION) has a 
marginal impact on residential property values, over and above that of the VIEW impacts alone, 
the following hedonic model is estimated: ̂ ^ 

confidence in these two estimates (-3 3% and -7% respectively) than for the estimates for other temporal periods 
inside of one mile. Based on additional sensitivity analysis not included here, it is believed tliat if they are biased, 
both of these t̂im2U:es are likely biased downward. Further, as discussed in footnote 47 on page 19, there is a 
potential for bias in the "announcement" date in that awareness of a project may precede the date that a project 
enters the public record (i.e., the "announcement" date used for this analysis). Taken together, these two issues 
might imply that tlie curve shown in Figure 8 for "less than one mile" transactions, instead of having a flat and then 
increasing shape, may tiave a more of an inverse parabolic (e.g., "U") sliape. Titis would imply that a relative 
minimum in sales prices is reached in the period after awareness began of Ihe fiicihty but before constmction 
commenced, and then, following construction, prices recovered to leveb similar to those prior to amiomicement (and 
awareness). Thse results would be consistent with previous studies (e.g., Wolsink, 1989; Devine-Wright, 2004) but 
caiuiol be coufu-cned without Uie presence of more data. Furtlier research on this issue is warranted. In eitlier case, 
such results would not change the conclusion here of an absence of eNadence of a pervasive Nuisance Stigma in the 
post-construction periwi. 
*̂  The various possible orientations of the home to the view of turbines will be, individually and collectively, 
referred to as "ORIENTATION" in this report. 
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ln(P) = A+AN + 2 A S + i ; A ^ + ZAVIEW + 2^;?,DISTANCE 

+ X; ̂ f̂iORIENT ATION + f 
o 

where 
ORIENTATION is a vector of o ORIENTATION variables (e.g., SIDE, FRONT, and BACK), 
P(j is a vector of y parameter estimates for ORIENTATION variables, and 
all other components are as defined in equation (1).̂ "̂  

The ORIENTATION categories include FRONT, BACK, and SIDE, and are defined as follows: 
• SIDE: The orientation of the home to the view of the turbines is fi-om the side. 
• FRONT; The orientation of the home to the view of the tinbines is from the front. 
• BACK: The orientation of the home to the view of the turbines is from the back. 

The orientation of the home to the view of the wind facilities was determined in the course of the 
field visits to each home. If more than one orientation to the turbines best described the home 
(e.g., back and side, or front, back, and side) they were coded as such (e.g., turbines visible from 
back and side: SIDE = 1; BACK - 1; FRONT = 0 ) . ' ' 

Not surprisingly, ORIENTATION is related to VIEW. Table 21 and Table 22 provide frequency 
and percentage crosstabs of ORIENTATION and VIEW. As shown, those homes with more 
dramatic views of the turbines generally have more ORIENTATION ratings applied to them. For 
instance, 25 out of 28 EXTREME VIEW homes have all three ORIENTATION ratings (i.e., 
FRONT, BACK, and SIDE). Virtually all of the MINOR VIEWHiomes, on die odier hand, have 
only one ORIENTATION. Fiirther, ME^OR VIEW homes have roughly evenly spread 
orientations to the turbines across the various possible categories of FRONT, BACK, and SIDE. 
Conversely, a majority of the MODERATE and SUBSTANTIAL VIEW ratings coincide widi an 
ORIENTATION from the back of the house. ̂ ^ 

^ Ideally, one would enter ORIENTATION in the mode! through an interaction with VIEW. There are two ways 
that could be accomplished: either witli the constmction of multiple fixed effecis ("dummy'') variables, which 
capture each sub-category of VIEW and ORIENTATION, or through a semi-continuous interaction variable, which 
would be created by multiplying the ordered categorical variable VIEW by an ordered categorical variable 
ORIENTATION. Both interaction scenarios are problematic, the former because it requires increasingly small 
subsets of data, which create mistable coefficient estimates, and Uie latter because there are no a priori expectations 
for the ordering of an ordered categorical ORIENTATION variable and therefore none could be created and used for 
the interaction. As a result, no interaction between the two variables is reported here. 
^̂  An "Angl e" orienation was also possible, which was defmed as being between front and Side or Back and Side. 
An Angle orientation was also possible in combination witii Back or Front (e.g., BEK;k:-Angie or Front-Angle). In 
this latter case, the orientation was coded as one of the two proininent orientations (e.g., Back or Front). An Angle 
orientation, not in combination with Front or Back, was coded as Side. 
^̂  The prevalence of BACK orientatiotis for MODERATE and SUBSTANTIAL VIEW homes may be because 
BACK view^ might more-freqnently be kept witlioul obstruction, relative to SIDE views. 
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Table 21: Frequency Crosstab of VIEW and ORIENTATION 

o 

^; 

o 

Front 

Back 

Side 

Total 

VIEW 

Minor 

217 

164 

194 

561 

Moderate 

33 

67 

17 

106 

Substantial 

17 

24 

15 

35 

E i t r e m e 

27 

25 

27 

28 

Total 

294 

2sa 

253 

730 

.Note: Total of ORIENT.ATIONdoes not sum to 750 because multiple orientations are 
possible for each VIEW. 

Table 22: Percentage Crosstab of VIEW and ORIENTATION 

2 

c 
H 

— t 

O 

Front 

Back 

Side 

VTEW 

Minor 

^9^^ 

29% 

35% 

Moderate 

31% 

63% 

16% 

Substantial 

49% 

69% 

43% 

Extreme 

96% 

89% 

96% 

Total 

4ft% 

3 8 % 

3 5 % 

Note: Percentages are calculated ti.v aportion of the total for each VIEW ratings (e.g., 24 of 
the 35 SlJBST.iNTIAL rated homes hare a BACK ORIENTATION = 69%). Columns do not 
sum to !00% because multiple orientations are possible for each VIEW. 

The parameter estimates of interest in this hedonic model are those for ORIENTATION (p^) and 
VIEW (^f). p6 represent the marginal impact on home value, over and above that of VIEW 
alone, of having a particular orientation to the turbines. In tbe Base Model the VIEW 
coefficients effectively absorb the effects of ORIENTATION, but in this model they are 
estimated separately. Because a home's surrounding environment is typically viewed from the 
front or back of the house, one would expect that, to the extent that wind facility VIEW impacts 
property values, that impact would be especially severe for homes that have FRONT or BACK 
orientations to those turbines. If this were the case, the coefficients for these categories would be 
negative, while tbe coefficient for SIDE would be to be close to zero indicating little to no 
incremental impact from a SIDE ORIENTATION. 

5,5.2. Analysis of Results 
Results for the variables of interest for this hedonic model are shown in Table 23; as with 
previous models, the full set of results is contained in Appendix H. The model performs well 
with an adjusted R" of 0.77. All study area, spatial adjustment, and home and site characteristics 
are significant at or above the one percent level, are of the appropriate sign, and are similar in 
magnitude to the estimates derived from the post-construction Base Model The coefficients for 
DISTANCE and VIEW are stable, in sign and magnitude, when compared to the Base Model 
results, and none of the marginal effects are statistically significant. 
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The coefficients for the variables of interest (pg) do not meet the a priori expectations. The 
estimated effect for SIDE ORIENTATION, instead of being close to zero, is -3% {p value 0.36), 
while BACK and FRONT, instead of being negative and larger, are estimated at 3% {p value 
0.37) and - 1 % {p value 0.72), respectively. None of these variables are found to be even 
marginally statistically significant, however, and based on these results, it is concluded that there 
is no evidence that a home's orientation to a wind facility affects property values in a measurable 
way. Further, as with previous models, no statistical evidence of a Scenic Vista Stigma is found 
among this sample of sales transactions. 

Table 23: Results from Orientation Model 

Variables of Interest 
No View 
Minor View 
Moderate View 
Sulistaotia] Vie^v 
Extreme View 
Inside 3000 Feet 
Between 3600 Feet and 1 Mile 
Between 1 and 3 MUes 
Betweea 3 and 5 Miles 
Outside 5 Miles 
Front Orientation 
Back Orientation 
Side Orientation 

Base Model 

Coef 
(Emitted 

-0.01 
0.02 
-0.01 
0.02 
-0.05 
-0.05 
0.00 
0.02 

OEnitted 

SE 
Omitted 

0.01 
0.03 
0.07 
0.09 
0.06 
0.05 
0.02 
0.01 

Omitted 

p Value 
Omitted 

0.39 
0.57 
0.92 
0.77 
0.3! 
0.20 
0.80 
0.26 

Omitted 

n 
4207 
561 
106 
35 
28 
67 
58 

2019 
1923 
S70 

Orientation Mode] 

Coef 
Omitted 

-0.01 
0.00 
-0.01 
0.02 
-0.04 
-0.05 
0.00 
0.02 

Omitted 
-0.01 
0.03 
-0.03 

SE 
Omitted 

0.06 
0.06 
0.09 
0.17 
0.07 
0.05 
0.02 
0.01 

Oimtted 
0.06 
0.06 
0.06 

p Value 
Omitted 

0.88 
0.96 
i).%5 
0.84 
0.46 
0.26 
0.83 
0.26 

Omitted 
0.72 
0.37 
0.36 

n 
4207 
561 
106 
35 
28 
6? 
58 

2019 
1923 
870 
294 
280 
253 

"Omitted" — reference category for fixed effects variables, "n" = number of cases in categoiy when category = " I" 

Model Information 
Model Equation ISumfaer 
Dependent Variable 
Number of Cases 
Number of Predictors fk) 
F Statistic 
Adftisted R Squared 

1 
LN SakPrice96 | 

4937 
37 

442.8 
0.77 

8 
LN SalePrice96 | 

4937 
40 

410-0 
0.77 

5.6. Over lap Modlel 

The Orientation Model, presented above, investigated, to some degree, how the potential effects 
of wind turbines might be impacted by how a home is oriented to the surrounding environment. 
In so doing, this model began to peel back the relationship between VIEW and VISTA, but 
stopped short of looking at the relationship directly. It would be quite useful, though, to 
understand the explicit relationship between the VISTA and VIEW variables. In particular, one 
might expect that views of wind turbines would have a particularly significant impact on 
residential property values when those views strongly overlap ("OVERLAP") the prominent 
scenic vista from a home. To investigate this possibility directly, and, in general, the relationship 
between VIEW and VISTA, a parameter for OVERLAP is included in the model. 
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5.6.1. Dataset and Model F o r m 

Data on the degree to which the view of wind turbines overlaps with the prominent scenic vista 
from the home (OVERLAP) were collected in the course of the field visits to each home.^^ The 
categories for OVERLAP included NONE, BARELY, SOMEWHAT, and STRONGLY, and are 
described in Table 24:^^ 

Table 24: Definition of OVERLAP Categories 

OVERLAP - NONE 

OVERLAP-BARELY 

OVERLAP - SOMEWHAT 

OVERLAP - STRONGLY 

The scenic vista does not contain any view of the turbines. 

A small portion (-- 0 - 20%) of the scetiic vista is overlapped by the view of 
ttirbines, and might contain a view of a few ttirbines, only a few of which can 
be seen entirely. 

A moderate portion (^20-50%) of the scenic vista contains turbines, and 
likely contains a view of more than one turbine, some of which arc likely to 
be seen entirely. 

A large portion (~50-10()%) of die scenic vista contains a view of turbines, 
many of which likely can be seen entirely. 

A crosstab describing the OVERLAP designations and the VTEW categories is shown in Table 
25. As would be expected, die more dramatic views of wind turbines, where the tinbines occupy 
more of the panorama, are coincident with the OVERLAP categories of SOMEWHAT or 
STRONGLY. Nonetheless, STRONGLY are common for all VIEW categories. Similarly, 
SOMEWHAT is well distributed across the MINOR and MODERATE rated views, while 
BARELY is concentrated in the MINOR rated views. 

The same dataset is used as in the Base Model, focusing on post-construction transactions {n = 
4,937). To investigate whether the overlap of VIEW and VISTA has a marginal impact on 
residential property values, over and above that of the VIEW and VISTA impacts alone, the 
following hedonic model is estimated:^^ 

hi(P) = ^,-K^,N + 2 ; A S + Z A X + i ; A V I E W + ^ ^ , D I S T A N C E + 2 / ? , VISTA 
s k V d t 

-hJ^^^OVERLAP-Kf 
(9) 

p 

where 
VIEW is a vector of v categorical view variables (e.g., MINOR, MODERATE, etc.), 
VISTA is a vector of t categorical scenic vista variables (e.g., POOR, BELOW-AVERAGE, etc.), 
OVERLAP is a vector of/? categorical overlap variables (e.g., BARELY, SOMEWHAT, etc.). 

•̂' Scenic vista was rated while takmg into, account the entire panorama sun-ounding a home. But, for each home, 
there usually was a prominent direction that offered a preferred scenic visla. Often, but not always, tlie home was 
orientated to enjoy that promuient scenic vista. Overlap is defmed as the degree to which the view of the wind 
facility overlaps with this prominent scenic vista. 
^^".. .can be seen entirely" refere to being able to see a turbine from the top of the sweep of'its blade tips to below 
the nacelle of the turbine where the sweep of the tips intersects the tower. 
^̂  Although VISTA appears in all models, and is usually included in the vector of home and site characteristics 
represented by X, it is shown separately here so llmt it can be discussed directly in the text tliat follows. 
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^4 is a vector of v parameter estimates for VIEW fixed effects variables as compared to 
transactions of homes without a view of the turbiaes, 
j3̂  is a vector of t parameter estimates for VISTA fixed effect variables as compared to 
transactions of homes with an AVERAGE scenic vista, 
07 is a vector of o parameter estimates for OVERLAP fixed effect variables as compared to 
transactions of homes where the view of the tixrbines had no overlap with the scenic vista, and 
all other components are as defmed in equation (I). 

The variables of interest in this model are VIEW, VISTA and OVERLAP, and the coefficients P̂ , 
piS, and {3? are therefore the primary focus. Theory would predict that the VISTA coefficients in 
this model would be roughly similar to those derived in the Base Model, but that the VIEW 
coefficients may be somewhat more positive as the OVERLAP variables explain a portion of any 
negative impact that wind projects have on residential sales prices. In that instance, the 
OVERLAP coefficients woidd be negative, indicating a decrease in sales price when compared 
to those homes that experience no overlap between the view of wind mrbines and the primary 
scenic vista. 

Table 25: Frequency Crosstab of OVERLAP and VIEW 

S-
< 
- J 

> 

o 

NoBe 

Barely 

Somewhat 

Shongly 

Total 

VIEW 
None 

4,207 

0 

0 

0 

4^07 

Minor 

317 

139 

81 

24 

561 

Moderate 

3 

iO 

42 

51 

106 

Substantiitl 

0 

I 

7 

27 

35 

Extreme 

0 

0 

2 

26 

28 

Tofcil 

4,527 

150 

132 

128 

4,937 

5.6.2. Analysis of Results 
Results for the variables of interest for this hedonic model are shown in Table 26; as with 
previous models, the full set of results is contained in Appendix H. The model performs well 
with an adjusted R~ of 0.77. All study area, spatial adjustment, and home and site characteristics 
are significant at or above the one percent level, are of the appropriate sign, and are similar in 
magnitude to theestimates derived from the post-cocatruction Base Model. 

As expected from theory, the VISTA parameters are stable across models with no change in 
coefficient sign, magnitude, or significance. Counter to expectations, however, the VIEW 
coefficients, on average, decrease in value. MINOR VIEW is now estimated to adversely affect 
a home's sale price by 3% (p value O.IO) and is weakly significant, but none of the other VIEW 
categories are found to be statistically significant. Oddly, the OVERLAP rating of BARELY is 
found to significantly increase home values by 5% (p value 0.08), while none of the other 
OVTERLAP ratings are found to have a statistically significant impact. 

Taken at face value, these results are counterintuitive. For instance, absent any overlap of view 
with the scenic vista (NONE), a home with a MINOR view sells for 3% less than a home with no 
view of the turbines. If, alternatively, a home with a MINOR view BARELY overlaps the 
prominent scenic vista, it not only enjoys a 2% increase in value over a home with NO VIEW of 
the turbines but a 5% increase in value over homes with views of the turbines that do not overlap 
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with the scenic vista. In other words, tlie sales price increases when views of turbines overlap 
the prominent scenic vista, at least in the BARELY category. A more likely explanation for 
these results are that the relatively high correlation (0.68) between the VIEW and OVERLAP 
parameters is spuriously driving one set of parameters up and the other down. More importantly, 
when the parameters are combmed, they offer a similar result as was fotmd in the Base Model. 
Therefore, it seems that the degree to which die view of turbines overlaps the scenic vista has a 
negligible effect on sales prices among the sample of sales transactions analyzed here.^'* 

Despite these somewhat peculiar results, other than MINOR, none of the VIEW categories are 
found to have statistically significant impacts, even after accoimting for the degree to which 
those views overlap the scenic vista. Similarly, none of the OVERLAP variables are 
simultaneously negative and statistically significant. This implies, once again, that a Scenic 
Vista Stigma is unlikely to be present in die sample. Additionally, none of the DISTANCE 
coefficients are statistically significant, and those coefficients remain largely unchanged firom the 
Base Model, reaffirming previous results in which no significant evidence of either an Area or a 
Nuisance Stigma was foimd. 

'̂̂  An altemative approach to this model was also coosidered, one that includes an interaction term between VIEW 
and VISTA. For this model it is assumed that homes with higher rated scenic vistas might liave higher rated views 
of turbines, and that these views of turbines would decre^e the values of the scenic vista. To construct the 
interaction, VISTA, which can be between one and five (e.g., P00R=1.,.. .PREMIUM=5), was mtiltipUed by VIEW, 
which can be between zero and four (e.g. NO VIEW=0, MINOR=I,.. .BXTREME=4). The resulting interaction 
(\TEW*VISTA) itierefore was between zero and sixteen (there were no PREMIUM VISTA homes with an 
EXTREME VIEW), with zero representing homes without a view of the turbines, one representing homes with a 
.POOR VISTA and a MINOR VTEW, and sixteen representing homes with eidier a PREMIUM VISTA and a 
SUBSTANTIAL VIEW or an ABOVE AVERAGE VISTA and an EXTREME VIEW. The interaction term, when 
included in the model, was relatively small (-0.013) and weakly significant (p value 0.10 - not White's corrected). 
The VISTA estimates were unchanged and the VIEW parameters were considerably larger and positive. For 
instance, EXTREME was 2% iu the Base Model and 16% in diis "interaction" model. Similarly, SUBSTANTIAL 
was -1% in the Base Model and 13% m this model. Therefore, although the interaction terai is negative and weakly 
significant, the resulting \TEW estimates, to which it would need to be added, fttliy offset tliis negative effect. 
These r^ults support the idea that the degree to which a VIEW overlaps VISTA has a likely negligible effect on 
sales prices, while also confirming that tliere is a high correlation between the interaction term and VIEW variables. 
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Table 26: Results from Overlap Model 

Variables of Interest 
No View 
Minor View 
Moderate View 
Substantial View 
Extreme View 
Tnside 3000 Feet 
Beftveen 3000 Feet and 1 Mile 
Between 1 and 3 Miles 
Between 3 and 5 Miles 
Outside 5 Miles 
Poor Vista 
Below Average Vista 
Average Vista 
.Above Average Vista 
Premium Vista 
View Docs Not Overlap Vista 
View Barely O^ erlaps Vi.sta 
View Somewhat Overlaps Vista 
View Strongly Overlaps Vista 

Base Model 

Coef 
Omitted 

-0.01 
0.02 
-0.01 
0.02 
-0.05 
-0.05 
0.00 
0.02 

Omitted 
-0.21 
-0.08 

Omitted 
0.10 
0.13 

SE 
Omitted 

0.01 
0.03 
0.07 
0.09 
0.06 
0.05 
0.02 
0.01 

Omitted 
0.02 
O.OI 

Omitted 
0.02 
0.04 

p Value 
Omitted 

0.39 
0.57 
0.92 
0.77 
0.31 
0.20 
0.80 
0.26 

Omitted 
• 0.00 
0.00 

Omitted 
0.00 
0.00 

n 
4,207 

561 
10(5 
35 
28 
67 
58 

2,019 
1,923 

870 
310 

2,857 
1,247 

448 
75 

Coef 
Omitted 

-0.03 
-0.02 
-0-05 
-0.03 
-0.05 
-0.05 
0.00 
0.02 

Omitted 
-0.21 
-0.08 

Omitted 
O.IO 
0.13 

Omitted 
0.05 
O.Ol 
0.05 

Overlap 

SE 
Onitted 

0.02 
0.04 
0.09 
0,10 
0.06 
0.05 
0.02 
0.01 

Omitted 
0.02 
0.01 

Omitted 
0.02 
0.04 

Omitted 
0.03 
0.03 
0.05 

Model 

p Value 
Oimtted 

0.10 
0.65 
0,43 
0.73 
0.32 
0.27_J 
0.82 
0.26 

Omitted 
0.00 
0.00 

Omittiid 
0.(K) 
0.00 

Omitted 
0.08 
0.66 
0.23 

n 
4,207 

561 
106 
35 
28 
67 
58 

2,019 
1,923 

870 
310 

2,857 
1,247 

448 
• 75 
320 
150 
132 
128 

"Omitted" = reference category for fixed effects variables. ";?" = number of cases in category when category = "I' 

Model Information 
Model Equation Number 
Dependent Variable 
Number of Cases 
Number of Predictors (k) 
F Stati-stic 
Adjusted R Squared 

1 
LN SalePrice96 | 

4937 
37 

442.8 
0.77 

9 
LN SaiePrice96 | 

4937 
40 

409.7 
0.77 

54 



6. Repeat Sales Analysis 
In general, the Base and Altemative Hedonic Models presented in previous sections come to the 
same basic conclusion: wind power facilities in this sample have no demonstrable, widespread, 
sizable, and statistically significant affect on residential property values. These hedonic models 
contain 29 or more controllin,g variables (e.g., house and site characteristics) to account for 
differences in home values across the sample. Although these models perform well and explain 
nearly 80% of the variation in sales prices among homes in the sample, it is always possible that 
variables not included in (i.e., ""omitted from") the hedonic models could be correlated with the 
variables of interest, therefore biasing the results. 

A common method used to control for omitted variable bias in the home assessment literature is 
to estimate a repeat sales model (Palmquist, 1982). This technique focuses on just those homes 
that have sold on more than one occasion, preferably once before and once after the introduction 
of a possible disamenity, and investigates whether the price appreciation between these 
transactions is affected by the presence of that disamenity. In this section a repeat sales analysis 
is applied to the dataset, investigating in a different way the presence of the three possible 
property value stigmas associated with wind facilities, and therefore providing an important 
cross-check to the hedonic model results. The section begins with a brief discussion of the 
general form of the Repeat Sales Model and a summary of the Uterature that has employed this 
approach to investigate environmental disamenities. The dataset and model used in the analysis 
is then described, followed by a summary of the results from that analysis. 

6.1, Repeat Sales Models and Envi ronmenta l Disamenities L i te ra ture 

Repeat sales models use the annual sales-price appreciation rates of homes as the dependent 
variable. Because house, home site, and neighborhood characteristics are relatively stable over 
time for any individual home, many of those characteristics need not be included in the repeat 
sales model, thereby increasing the degrees of freedom and allowing sample size requirements to 
be significantly lower and coefficient estimates to be more efficient (Crone and Voith, 1992). A 
repeat sales analysis is not necessarily preferred over a traditional hedonic model, but is rather an 
altemative analysis approach tliat can be used to test the robustness of the earlier results (for 
frtrther discussion see Jackson, 2003). The repeat sales model takes the basic form: 

Annual Appreciation Rate (AAR) - / (TYPE OF HOUSE, OTHER FACTORS) 

where 
TYPE OF HOUSE provides an indication of the segment of the market in which the house is 
situated (e.g., high end vs. low end), and 
OTHER FACTORS include, but are not limited to, changes to the environment (e.g., proximity 
to a disamenity). 

The dependent variable is the adjusted annual appreciation rate and is defined as follows: 
hi(P,/K)' 

AAR = exp 

where 

t i - t , 
- 1 (10) 
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Pi is the adjusted sales price at the first sale (in 1996 dollars), 
p2 is the adjusted sales price at the second sale (in 1996 dollars), 
ti is the date of the first sale, 
tl is the date of the second sale, and 
(tl - tz) is determined by calculating the number of days that separate the sale dates and dividing 
by 365. 

As with the hedonic regression model, the usefulness of the repeat sales model is well 
established in the literature when investigating possible disamenities. For example, a repeat 
sales analysis was used to estimate spatial and temporal sales price effects from incinerators by 
Kiel and McClain (1995), who found that appreciation rates, on average, are not sensitive to 
distance from the facility during the constmction phase but are during the operation phase. 
Similarly, McCluskey and Rausser (2003) used a repeat sales model to investigate effects 
surrounding a hazardous waste site. They found that appreciation rates are not sensitive to the 
home's distance from the disamenity before that disamenity is identified by the EPA as 
hazardous, but that home values are impacted by distance after the EPA's identification is made. 

6.2. Dataset 

The 7,459 residential sales transactions in the dataset contain a total of 1,253 transactions that 
involve homes that sold on more than one occasion (i.e., a "pair" of sales of the same home). 
For the purposes of this analysis, however, the key sample consists of homes that sold once 
before the announcement of the wind facility, and that subsequently sold again after the 
construction of that facility. Therefore any homes that sold twice in either the pre-announcement 
or post-constmction periods were not used in the repeat sales sample.^' These were excluded 
because either they occurred before the effect would be present (for pre-announcement pairs) or 
after (for post-announcement pairs). This left a total of 368 pairs for the analysis, which was 
subsequently reduced to 354 usable pairs.^^ 

The mean AAR for the sample is 1.0%peryear, with alow of-10.5% and a high of 13.4%. 
Table 27 summarizes some of the characteristics of the homes used in the repeat sales model. 
The average house in the sample has 1,580 square feet of above-ground finished living area, sits 
on a parcel of 0.67 acres, and originally sold for $70,483 (real 1996 dollars). When it sold a 
second time, the average home in the sample was located 2.96 miles from the nearest wind 
turbine (14 homes were within one mile, 199 between one and tliree miles, 116 between three 
and five miles, and 25 outside of five miles). Of the 354 homes, 14% (n = 49) had some view of 
the facility (35 were rated MINOR, five MODERATE, and nine either SUBSTANTIAL or 
EXTREME). Because of the restriction to those homes that experienced repeat sales, the sample 
is relatively small for those homes in close proximity to and with dramatic views of wind 
facihties. 

^̂  752 pairs occurred after construction began, whereas 133 paiî  occurred before annotmcement. 
^ Of the 368 pairs, 14 were found to have an AAR that was either significantly above or below the mean for the 
sample (mean H- 2 standard deviations). These pairs were considerai highly likely to be associated with homes tiiat 
were either renovated or left to deteriorate between sales, and therefore were removed &om the repeat sales model 
dataset. Only two of these 14 homes had views of the wind turbines, both of which were MINOR. All 14 of the 
homes were situated either between one and three miies from the nearest turbine (n = 8) or between three and five 
miles away (« = 6). 
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Table 27; List of Variables Included in the Repeat 

Variable Name 

SfilePrice96_Pre 

SalePriceSe Pre Sqr 

.4cres 

Sqft_i060 

>'o viwv 

Minor View 

Moikrnte View 

Subafapfiol/Extreine Mew 

Less thao 1 MHe 

Betweeft i and 3 Miles 

Between 3 and 5 Miles 

Outside 5 Miles 

Descripttoft 

The Sale Price (adjusted for iitflation into 1936 dollars) of 
iheliotneas of the fa.̂ t̂ rime it had sold 

SiilePrice56 Pre Squared (shown iumiilions) 

Number of Acres that sold with the residence 

Numbei ofsquare leet of finished above grouxid living area 
;in lOOOal 

If the home Iiad uo view of the Curbines when it sold for die 
second time (Yes " 1, No " 0) 

If the home had a Miuor View of the torbines when it sold 
for the second time (Yes " 1, No = 0) 

If the home had a Moderate View of die tuibiiies when it 
sold for the second time (Yes = l.No = 0) 

If Ihe home had a Substantia] or Extreme View of the 
turbines when it sold for die second Time (Yea = l,No = i>) 

Ifilis home wa.s within I mile(S280 teet)ofthe turbines 
when it acid for the second time (Yes - I. No - 0) 

if the home was betweea I and 3 milesof the turbines when 
it sold for Ihe second liiue (Yes - i, No = l>) 

Ifvbc home was betweea 5 aialS milesof the tuTbiiM* when 
it sold for the second time (Yes ̂  i, No = 0) 

If the home was outside 5 miles of the turbines what it sold 
for the second time (Yes " 1. No " 0) 

Sales Model 

Type 

C 

C 

C 

c 

Omitted 

CC 

OC 

OC 

OC 

OC 

OC 

Omitted 

Sign 

+ 

-

+• 

+ 

n.'a 

-

-

~ 

-

-

-

n/a 

Freq. 

354 

3.̂ 4 

>f'4 

354 

305 

35 

5 

9 

14 

199 

116 

25 

Mean 

S 70,483 

S 6.393 

0,67 

1.5S 

OM 

O.!0 

0.01 

0,03 

0.D2 

0.56 

0.33 

0.07 

Sid. Dev. 

S 37,798 

S S,25& 

1-34 

0.56 

0,35 

0,30 

0.12 

0.12 

0.13 

050 

047 

0.26 

Min. 

S 13,411 

S ISO 

0.07 

0-59 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Mai. 

S 291,499 

S 84.972 

10.96 

4.06 

"C" Continuous, "OC" Ordered Onegorical (1 —Tes, 0 — noi valiais are interpreted in relation lo [lie "Omitted" category. Ihis sable does not include rhe Study area Jixed 
effects variable.'! that arc included in the model (e.g., ff.AOS. TXHC. NildC). The reference case for these variables is the Sf'AOR study area, 

6.3. Model F o r m 
To investigate the presence of Area, Scenic Vista, and Nuisance Stigmas, the adjusted annual 
appreciation rate (AAR) is calculated for the 354 sales pairs in the manner described in equation 
(10), using inflation adjusted sales prices. The following model is then estimated: 

AAR = ;^o+I]AS + Z A ^ + ZA^^EW + 2]ADlSTANCE + ff (11) 
s k V d 

where 
AAR represents the inflation-adjusted Annua! Appreciation Rate for repeat sales, 
S is the vector of J Study Area fixed effects variables (e.g., WAOR, OKCC, etc.), 
X is a vector of ^ home, site and sale characteristics (e.g., acres, square feet, original sales price), 
VIEW is a vector of v categorical view variables (e.g., MINOR, MODERATE, etc.), 
DISTANCE is a vector of d categorical distance variables (e.g., less than one mile, between one 
and three miles, etc.), 
Po is the constant or intercept across the full sample, 
p/ is a vector of s parameter estimates for the study area fixed effects as compared to sales that 
occurred in the WAOR study area, 
^2 is a vector of A; parameter estimates for the home, site, and sale characteristics, 
pi is a vector of v parameter estimates for the VIEW variables as compared to transactions of 
homes with no view of the turbines, 
4̂ is a vector of d parameter estimates for the DIS TANCE variables as compared to transactions 

of homes outside of five miles, and 
£ is a random disturbance term. 
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Effectively, tliis model seeks to identify reasons that AARs vary among those sales pairs in the 
sample. Reasons for such differences in AARs might include variations in home and site 
characteristics, the study area in which the sale occurs, or the degree to which the home is in 
proximity to or has a dramatic view of a wind faciHt>'. As such, the model as shown by equation 
(11) has three primary groups of parameters: variables of interest; home, site, and sale 
characteristics; and study area fixed effects. 

The variables of interest are VIEW and DISTANCE, and the coefficients ^3 and 4̂ are therefore 
the primary focus of this analysis. Because of the small numbers of homes in tlie sample situated 
inside of 3000 feet and between 3000 feet and one mile, they are collapsed into a single category 
(inside one mile). For the same reason, homes with SUBSTANTIAL or EXTREME VIEWS are 
collapsed into a single categor>^ (SUBSTANTIAL/EXTREME). In this model, therefore, the 
influence on appreciation rates of the following variables of interest is estimated; MINOR, 
MODERATE, and SUBSTANTIAL/EXTREME VIEWS, and less than one mile, bet\v êen one 
and three mile, and between three and five mile DISTANCES. For the VIEW fixed-effects 
variables, the reference category is NO VIEW; for DISTANCE, it is homes outside of five miles. 
As with previous models, if effects exist, it is expected that all of the coefficients would be 
negative and monotonically ordered. 

The number of home, site, and sale characteristics included in a repeat sales model is typically 
substantially lower than in a hedonic model. This is to be expected because, as discussed earlier, 
the repeat sales model explores variations in AARs for sales pairs from indi\adual homes, and 
home and site characteristics are relatively stable over time for any individual home. 
Nonetheless, various characteristics have been found by others (e.g., Kiel and McClain, 1995; 
McCluskey and Rausser, 2003) to affect appreciation rates. For the purposes of the Repeat Sales 
Model, these include the number ofsquare feet of living space (SQFT_1000), the number of 
acres (ACRES), the inflation-adjusted price of the home at the first sale (SalePrice96_Pre), and 
that sales price squared (SalePrice96_Pre_Sqr). Of tliose characteristics, the SQFT_1000 and 
ACRES coefficients are expected to be positive indicating that, all else being equal, an increase 
in living area and lot size increases the relative appreciation rate. Conversely, it is expected that 
the combined estimated effect of the initial sales prices (SalePrice96_Pre and 
SalePrice96_Pre_Sqr) will trend downward, implying that as the initial sales price of the house 
increases the appreciation rate decreases. These expectations are in line with the previous 
literature (Kiel and McClam, 1995; McCluskey and Rausser, 2003). 

Finally, the study-area fixed effects variables (pi) are included in this model to account for 
differences in inflation adjusted appreciation rates that may exist across study areas (e.g., WAOR, 
TXHC, NYMC). The WAOR study area is the reference category, and all study-area 
coefficients therefore represent the marginal change in AARs compared to WAOR (the intercept 
represents the marginal change in AAR for WAOR by itself). These study area parameters 
provide a xmique look into Area Stigma effects. Recall that the appreciation rates used in this 
model are adjusted for inflation by using an inflation index firom the nearby municipal statistical 
area (K'lSA). These MSAs are sometunes quite far away (as much as 20 miles) and therefore 
would be unaffected by the wind facility. As such, any variation in the study area parameters 
(and the intercept) would be the result of local influences not otherwise captured in the infiation 
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adjustment, and represent another test for Area Stigma; if effects exist, it is expected that the po 
and pj coefficients will be negative. 

As with the hedonic models presented earlier, the assumptions of homoskedasticity, absence of 
spatial autocorrelation, reasonably little multicoliinearity, and appropriate controls for outliers 
are addressed as described in the associated footnote and in Appendix G.̂ ^ 

6.4. Analysis of Results 

The results fi*om the Repeat Sales Model are presented in Table 28. The model performs 
relatively poorly overall, with an Adjusted R of just 0.19 (and an F-test statistic of 5.2). Other 
similar analyses in the literature have produced higher performance statistics but have done so 
with samples that are considerably larger or more homogenous than ours.^'^ The low R^ found 
here should not be cause for undue concem, however, given the relatively small sample spread 
across ten different study areas. Moreover, many of the home and site characteristics are found 
to be statistically significant, and of the appropriate sign. The coefficient for the adjusted initial 
sales price (SalePrice96_Pre), for example, is statistically significant, small, and negative (-
0.000001,/> value 0.00), while the coefficient for the adjusted initial sales price squared 
(SaIePrice96_Pre_Sqr) is also statistically significant and considerably smaller (<0.000000, p 
value 0.00). These results imply, consistent with the prior literature, that for those homes in the 
sample, an increase in initial adjusted sales price decreases the average percentage appreciation 
rate. ACEIES (0.002,/? value 0.10) and SQFT_1000 (0.02,/J value 0.00) are both positive, as 
expected, and statistically significant. 

Of particular interest are the intercept term and the associated study-area fixed effect coefficients, 
and what they collectively say about Area Stigma. The coefficient for the intercept (po) is 0.005 
ip value 0.81), which is both extremely small and not statistically significant. Likewise, the 
study-area fixed effects are all relatively small (less than 0.03 in absolute terms) and none are 
statistically significant. As discussed above, if a pervasive Area Stigma existed, it would be 
expected to be represented in these coefficients. Because all are small and statistically 
insignificant, it can again be concluded that there is no persuasive evidence of an Area Stigma 
among this sample of home transactions. 

^̂  All results are produced using White's corrected stindaid errors to control for heteroskedastidty. Spatial 
autocorreiation, uadi ttiis sroall sample, is impossible to control. Because of the small sample, an even smaller 
number of neighboring sales exist, which are required to construct the spatial matrix. As such, spatial 
autocorrelation is not addressed in ihe repeat sales model. As with the hedonic models, some multicoliinearity might 
exist, but tliar mullicollinearily is unlikely to be correlated witli the variables of interest. Outliers are investigated 
and deah with as discussed in footnote 91 on page 56. 
•̂' McCluskey and Rausser (2003) had a sample of over 30,000 repeat sales and had an F-test statistic of 105; Kiel 

and McClain (1995) produced an R" that ranged from 0.40 to 0.6.3 with samples ranging from 5?> to 145, but all sales 
took place in North Andover, MA. 
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Table 28: Results from Repeat Sales Model 

Intercept 
WAOR 
TXHC 
OKCC 
lABV 
ILLC 
WIKCDC 
PASC 
PAWC 
NYMCOC 
NYMC 
SalePrice96 Pre 
SalePrice96 Pre Sqr 
Acres 
Soft 1000 
No View 
Minor View 
Moderate View 
Substantial/Extreme View 
Less than 1 Mile 
Between 1 and 3 Miles 
Between 3 and 5 Miles 
Outside 5 Miles 

Coef. 
0.005 

Omitted 
-O.OI 
0,03 
0.02 
-0.01 
0.02 
-0.01 
0.02 
0.02 
0.03 

-0.000001 
0.0000000 

0.002 
0.02 

Omitted 
-0.02 
0.03 
-0.02 
0.03 
0.01 
0.01 

Omitted 

SE 
0.02 

Omitted 
0,02 
0.02 
0.02 
0.02 
0.03 
0.02 
0.02 
0.02 
0.02 

0.0000002 
O.OOOOOOO 

0.001 
0.01 

Omitted 
0.01 
0.03 
0.01 
0.01 
0.01 
0.01 

Omitted 

p Value 
0.81 

Omitted 
0,63 
0.11 
0.14 
0.38 
0,50 
0.67 
0.16 
0.23 
0.13 
0.00 
0,00 
0.10 
0.00 

Omitted 
0.02 
0.29 
0.09 
0.01 
0.59 
0.53 

Omitted 

n 

354 
6 

57 
102 
59 
18 
8 

32 
35 
24 
13 

354 
354 
354 
354 
305 

35 
5 
9 

14 
199 
116 
25 

"Omitted" = reference category for fixed effects variables 
"n" indicates number of cases in category when category = "f' 

Model In fo rmat ion 
Model Equation Number 
Deoendent Variable 
Number of Cases 
Number of Predictors fk> 
F Statistic 
Ad lusted R2 

11 
SalePrice96 AAR | 

354 
19 
5.2 

0.19 

Tuming to the variables of interest, mixed results (see Figure 9 and Figure 10) are found. For 
homes with MINOR or SUBSTANTIAL/EXTREME VIEWS, despite small sample sizes, 
appreciation rates after adjusting fprinflation are found to decrease by roughly 2% aimually (p 
values of 0.02 and 0.09, respectively) compared to homes with NO VIEW. Though these 
findings initially seem to suggest the presence of Scenic Vista Stigma, the coefficients are not 
monotonically ordered, counter to what one might expect: homes \sdth a MODERATE rated 
view appreciated on average 3% annually (p value 0.29) compared to homes with NO VIEW. 
Adding to the suspicion of these VIEW results, the DISTANCE coefficient for homes situated 
inside of one mile, where eight out of the nine SUBSTANTIAL/EXTREME rated homes are 
located, is positive and statistically significant (0.03, p value 0.01). If interpreted literally, these 
results suggest that a home inside of one mile with a SUBSTANTIAL/EXTREME rated view 
would experience a decrease in annual appreciation of 2% compared to homes with no views of 
turbines, but simultaneously would experience an increase of 3% in appreciation compared to 
homes outside of five miles. Therefore, when compared to those homes outside of five miles and 
with no view of the wind facilities, these homes would experience an overall increase in AAR by 
1%. These results are counterintuitive and are likely driven by the small number of sales pairs 
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that are located within one mile of the wind turbines and experience a dramatic view of those 
tiu:bines. 

Figure 9: Repeat Sales Model Results for VIEW 
. 25.0% 
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Figure 10: Repeat Sales Model Results for 0ISTAJNCE 
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Regardless of the reason for this result, again no persuasive evidence of consistent and 
widespread adverse effects is found firom the presence of the wind facilities in the sample, 
reinforcing the findings from the previous hedonic analysis. Specifically, there is no evidence 
that an Area Stigma exists in that homes outside of one mile and inside of five miles do not 
appreciate differently than homes farther away. Similarly, there is no evidence of a Nuisance 
Stigma. Appreciation rates for homes inside of one mile are not adversely affected; in fact, 
significantly higher appreciation rates are found for these homes than for those homes located 
outside of five miles from the nearest wind facility. Finally, though some evidence is found that 
a Scenic Vista Stigma may exist in the sample of repeat sales, it is weak, fairly small, and 
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somewhat counter-intuitive. This result is likely driven by the small number of sales pairs that 
are located within one mile of the wind turbines and that experience a dramatic view of those 
turbines. 
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7. Sales Volume Analysis 
The analysis findings to this point suggest that, among the sample of sales transactions analyzed 
in this report, wind facilities have had no widespread and statistically identifiable impact on 
residential property values. A related concem that has not yet been addressed is that of sales 
volume: does the presence of wind fecilities either increase or decrease the rate of home sales 
transactions? On the one hand, a decrease in sales volumes might be expected. This might occur 
if homeowners expect that their property values will be impacted by the presence of the wind 
facility, and therefore simply choose not to sell their homes as a result, or if they try to sell but 
are not easily able to find willing buyers. Altematively, an increase in sales volume might be 
expected if homeowners that are located near to or have a dominating view of wind turbines are 
uncomfortable with the presence of those turbines. Though those homes may sell at a market 
value that is not impacted by the presence of the wind facilities, self-selection may lead to 
accelerated transaction volumes shortly after facility annotmcement or construction as 
homeowners who view the turbines unfavorably sell their homes to individuals who are not so 
stigmatized. To address the question of whetiier and how sales volumes are impacted by nearby 
wind facilities, sales volumes are analyzed for those homes located at various distances from the 
wind facihties in the sample, during different facility development periods. 

7.1. Dataset 

To investigate whether sales volumes are affected by the presence of wind facilities two sets of 
data are assembled: (1) the number of homes available to sell annually within each study area, 
and (2) the number of homes that actually did sell annually in tiiose areas. Homes potentially 
"available to sell" are defined as all single family residences within five miles of the nearest 
turbine that are located on a parcel of land less than 25 acres in size, that have only one 
residential structure, and that had a market value (for land and improvements) above $10,000.^^ 
Homes that "did sell" are defined, as every valid sale of a single family residence within five 
miles of the nearest turbine that are located on a parcel of land less than 25 acres in size, that 
have only one residential structure, and that sold for more than 510,000. 

The sales data used for this analysis are slightiy different Irom those used in the hedonic analysis 
reported earlier. As mentioned in Section 3.3, a number of study areas were randomly sampled 
to limit the transactions outside of 3 miles if tlie total number of transactions were to exceed that 
which could efficiently be visited in the field (n -1,250). For the sales volume analysis, however, 
field data collection was not required, and all relevant transactions could therefore be used. 
Secondly, two study areas did not provide the data necessary for the sales volmne analysis 
(WAOR and OKCC), and are therefore excluded firom the sample. Finally, data for some homes 
that were "available to sell" were not complete, and rather than mcluding only a small selection 
of these homes, these subsets of data were simply excluded from the analysis. These excluded 
homes include those located outside of five miles of the nearest wind mrbine, and those available 
to sell or that did sell more than three years before wind facility announcement.^^ The resulting 

^̂  "Market value" is the estimated price at which a home would sell as of a given point in time. 
*̂ For instance, some providers supplied sales data out to ten miles, but only provided homes available to sell out to 

five miles. As well, data on homes that did sell were not consistently available for periods many years before 
aimouncement. 
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dataset spans the period starting three years prior to facility announcement and ending four years 
after construction. All homes in this dataset are situated inside of five miles, and each is located 
in one of the eight represented study areas.^' 

The final set of homes potentially "available to sell" and that actually "did sell" are then 
segmented into three distance categories: inside of one mile, between one and three miles, and 
between three and five miles. For each of these three distance categories, in each of the eight 
study areas, and for each of the three years prior to announcement, the period between 
announcement and construction, and each of the four years following construction, the number 
of homes that sold as a percentage of those available to sell is calculated.^^ This results in a total 
of 24 separate sales volume calculations in each study area, for a total of 192 calculations across 
all study areas. Finally, these sales volumes ai'e averaged across all study areas into four 
development period categories: less than three years before announcement, after announcement 
but before construction, less than two years after construction, and between t\̂ ô and four years 
after construction. The resulting average annual sales volumes, by distance band and 
development period, are shown in Table 29 and Figure 11. 

Table 29: Sales Volumes by PERIOD and DISTANCE 

Less Than 3 Years Before Announcement 
After Announcement Before Construction 
Less Than 2 Years After Construction 
Between 2 and 4 Years After Construction 

Inside 
1 Mile 

2.2% 
3.0% 
2.1% 
2.8% 

Between 
1 and 3 Miies 

1.8% 
2.5% 
3.0% 
2.8% 

Between 
3 and 5 Miles 

2.3% 
3.7% 
4.2% 
4.2% 

^̂  The niunber of homes "available to sell" is constmcted for each year after 1996 based on the year the homes in 
each study area were built. For inany homes in the sample, the year built occurred more than tlu-ee years before 
wind facility announcement, and therefore those homes are "available to sell" in all subsequent periods. For some 
homes, however, tlie home was built during the wind facility development process, and therefore becomes 
"available" some lime after the first period of interest. For those liomes, the build year is matched to the 
development dates so that it becomes "available" during the appropriate period. For diis reason, the niunber of 
homes "available to sell" increases in later periods. 
^̂  For the period after annotmcement and before constmction, which in all study areas was not exactly 12 months., 
die sales volume numbers are adjusted so that they corresponded to an average over a 12 month period. 
^̂  These temporal groupings are slightly different from those used in the hedonic Temporal Aspects Model. 
Namely, die period before announcement is not divided into two parts - more than two years before announcement 
and less tMn two years before announcement - but rather only one - less than three years before announcement. 
This simplilicatiou is made to allow each of the interaction categories lo liave enough data to be meaningful. 
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Figure 11: Sales Volumes by PERIOD and DISTANCE 
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7,2. Model F o r m 
To investigate whether the rate of saies transactions is measurably affected by the wind facilities, 
the various resulting sales volumes shown above in Table 29 and Figure 11 are compared using a 
^Test, as follows: 

( X 1 - X 2 ) 
t = 

..i 
(12) 

where 

xi and X2 are the mean sales volumes from the two categories being compared, 

ŝ  and Sj are variances of the sales voltimes firom the two categories being compared, and 

Uj and n^ are numbers of representative volumes in the t\̂ '0 categories.''^^ 
The degrees of freedom used to calculate the/f-value Of the / statistic equals the lower of (ni - 1) 
or (n2 - 1). 

Three sets of/-Tests are conducted. First, to test whetiier sales volumes have changed with time 
and are correlated with wind facihty construction, the volumes for each DISTANCE group in 
later periods (xi) are compared to the volume in that same group in the pre-annotmcement period 
(xi). Second, to test whether sales volumes are impacted by distance to the nearest wind turbine, 
the volimies for each PERIOD group at distances closer to the turbines (xi) are compared to the 
volume in that same group in the three to five mile distance band (X2). Finally, for reasons that 
will become obvious later, the sales volimres for each PERIOD group at distances within one 

^̂'̂  The number of represenKitive volumes could differ betvi'een the two categories. For instance, the "less than three 
years before araioimcemeut" category represents three yeare - and therefore diree volumes - for each study area for 
each distance band, while the "less than two yeare after construction" category represents two years - and therefore 
two volumes - for each study area for each distance band. 
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mile and outside of tiiree miles of the turbines (xi) are compared to the sales volume in that same 
group in tiie one to three mile distance band (X2). These three tests help to evaluate whether sales 
volumes are significantly different after wind facilities are announced and constructed, and 
whetiier sales volumes near the turbines are affected differently than for those homes located 
farther away. 

7.3. Analysis of Results 

Table 29 and Figure 11 above show tiie sales volumes in each PERIOD and DISTANCE 
category, and can be interpreted as the percentage of homes that are available to sell that did sell 
in each category, on an annual average basis. The sales volume between one and three miles and 
before facility announcement is the lowest, at 1.8%, whereas the sales volumes for homes 
located between three and five miles in both periods following construction are the highest, at 
4.2%. 

The difference between these two sales volumes can be explained, in part, by two distinct trends 
that are immediately noticeable from the data presented in Figure 11. First, sales volumes in all 
periods are highest for those homes located in the three to five mile distance band. Second, sales 
volumes at virtually all distances are higher after wind facility announcement than they were 
before announcement. 

To test whether these apparent trends are borne out statistically the three sets of/-Tests described 
earlier are performed, tiie results of which are shown in Table 30, Table 31, and Table 32. In 
each table, the difference between the subject volume (xi) and the reference volume (X2) is listed 
first, followed by the / statistic, and whether the statistic is significant at or above the 90% level 

Table 30 shows that mean sales voliunes in the post-announcement periods are consistentiy 
greater than those in the pre-announcement period, and that those differences are statistically 
significant in four out of the nine categories. For example, the post-constmction sales vohunes 
for homes in the three to five mile distance band in the period less than two years after 
construction (4.2%o) and between three and foiu: years after construction (4.2%) are significantly 
greater tiian the pre-announcement volume of 2.3% (1.9%, / ^ 2.40; 1.9%, / = 2.31). Similarly, 
the post-construction sales volumes between one and three miles are significantly greater than 
the pre-announcement volume. These statistically significant differences, it should be noted, 
could be as much related to the low reference volume (i.e., sales volume in the period less than 

'̂ ^ An altemative method to tliis model would be to pool the homes that "did sell" with tlie homes "available to sell" 
and constmct a Discrete Choice Model where the dependent variable is zero (for "no sale") or one (for "sale") and 
the mdependenl variables would include various home characteristics and the categorical distauce variables. This 
would allow one to estimate the probability that a home seEs dependent on distance from the wind facility. Because 
home characteristics data for die homes "avaiteble to sell," was not systematically collected it was not possible to 
apply this method to tiie dataset. 
"̂̂  It is not entirely clear why these trends exist. Volumes may be influenced upward in areas farther from the wind 

turbines, where homes, in general, might be more densely sited and homogenous, both of which might be correlated 
with greater home sales transactions. The converse might be true in more rural areas, nearer the wind turbines, 
where homes may be more imique or homeovmers less prone ro move. Tlie increasing sales volumes seen in periods 
following constmction, across all distance bands, may be driven by the housing bubble, when more transactions 
were occurring in general. 
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three years before announcement), as they are to the sales volumes to which the reference 
category is compared. Finally, when comparing post-constmction volumes mside of a mile, 
none are statistically different than the 2.2% pre-announcement level. 

Table 30: Equality Test of Sales Volumes between PERIODS 

Less Than 3 Years Before Announcement 
After Announcement Before Constmction 

Less Than 2 Years After Construction 

Between 2 and 4 Years After Construction 

Inside 
IMUe 

Reference 
0.8% (0.72) 

-0.1% (-0.09) 

0.6% (0.54) 

Between 
1 and 3 Miles 

Reference 
0.7% (0.99) 

1.2% (2.45)* 

I%(2.24)* 

Between 
3 and 5 Miles 

Reference 
1.5% (1.49) 

1.9% (2.4)* 

1.9% (2.31)* 
Numbers in parenthesis represent t-Tesi statisiics. "*" = significantly different at or below the 10% level 

Tuming to sales volumes in the same development period but betw^een the different distance 
bands, consistent but less statistically significant results are uncovered (see Table 31): Although 
all sales volumes inside of three miles, for each period, are less than their peers outside of three 
miles, those differences are statistically significant in only two out of eight instances. Potentially 
more important, when one compares the sales volumes inside of one mile to those between one 
and three miles (see Table 32), small differences are found, none of which are statistically 
significant. In feet, on average, the sales volumes for homes inside of one mile are greater or 
equal to the volumes of those homes located between one and three miles in two of the three 
post-announcement periods. Finally, it should be noted that the volumes for the inside one mile 
band, in die period immediately following constmction, are less than those in the one to three 
mile band in the same period. Although not statistically significant, this difference might imply 
an initial slowing of sales activity that, in later periods, returns to more normal levels. This 
possibility is worth investigating further and is therefore recommended for future research. 

Table 31: Equality Test of Volumes between DISTANCES using 3-5 Mile Reference 

Less Than 3 Years Before Announcement 
After Announcement Before Construction 
Less Than 2 Years After Construction 
Between 2 and 4 Years After Construction 

[aside 
IMiie 

-0.1% (-0.09) 
-0.7% (-0.56) 
-2.1% (-241)* 
-1.4% (-1.27) 

Between 
1 and 3 Miles 
-0.5% (-0.88) 
-1.2% (-1.13) 
-1.2% (-1.48) 
-1.4% (-1.82)* 

Betweeft 
3 and 5 Miles 

Reference 
Reference 
Reference 
Reference 

Numbers in parenthesis represent t-Test statistics. "*" = significantly different at or below the 10% level 

Table 32: Equality Test of Sales Volumes between DISTANCES using 1-3 Mile Reference 

Less Than 3 Years Before Announcement 
After Announcement Before Construction 
Less Than 2 Years After Construction 
Between 2 and 4 Years After Construction 

Inside 
IMile 

0.4% (0.49) 
0.5% (0.47) 

-0.9% (-1.38) 
0%(0.01) 

Between 
1 and 3 Miles 

Reference 
Reference 
Reference 
Reference 

Betweert 
3 and 5 Miles 

0.5% (0.88) 
1.2% (1.13) 
i.2% (1.48) 
1.4% (1.82)* 

Numbers in parenthesis represent t-Tesi statistics. "*" = significantly different at or below the W% level 
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Taken together, these results suggest that sales volumes are not conclusively affected by the 
announcement and presence of the wind facilities analyzed in this report. At least among this 
sample, sales volumes increased in all distance bands after the aimouncement and constmction of 
the wind facilities. If this result was driven by the presence of the wind facilities, however, one 
woiUd expect that such impacts woidd be particularly severe for those homes in close proximity 
to wind facilities. In other words, sales volumes would be die most affected inside of one mile, 
where views of the turbines are more frequent and where other potential nuisances are more 
noticeable than in areas farther away. This is not home out in the data - no statistically 
significant differences are found for sales volumes inside of one mile as compared to those 
between one and three miles, and sales volumes outside of three miles are higher still. Therefore, 
on the whole, this analysis is unable to find persuasive evidence that wind facilities have a 
widespread and identifiable impact on overall residential sales volumes. It is again concluded 
that neither Area nor Nuisance Stigma are in evidence in this analysis. 
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8. Wind Projects and Property Values: Summary of Key Results 
This report has extensively investigated the potential impacts of wind power facilities on the 
value (i.e., sales prices) of residential properties that are in proxmiity to and/or tiiat have a view 
of those wind facilities. In so doing, three different potential impacts of wind projects on 
property values have been identified and analyzed: Area Stigma, Scenic Vista Stigma, and 
Nuisance Stigma. To assess these potential impacts, a primary (Base) hedonic model has been 
apphed, seven altemative hedonic models have been explored, a repeat sales analysis has been 
conducted, and possible impacts on sales volumes have been evaluated. Table 33 outlines the 
resulting ten tests conducted in this report, identifies which of the three potential stigmas those 
tests were designed to investigate, and summarizes the results of those investigations. This 
section synthesizes these key results, organized aroimd the three potential stigmas. 

Table 33: Impact of Wind Projects on Property Values: Summary of Key Results 

Statistical Model 
Base Model 

Is t h e r e s tat is t ical ev idence of: 

Area 

Stigma? 

No 

Scenic Vista 
Stigma? 

No 

Nuisance 
Stigma? 

No 

Section 
Reference 

Section 4 

View Stability 

Distance Stability 

Continuous Distance 
All Sales 
Temporal Aspects 

Orientation 

Ovetiap 

Not tested 

No 
No 

No 
No 

No 
No 

No 
Not tested 

No 

No 
No 

No 
limited 

Not tested 
No 

No 
Limited 

No 

No 

No 

Section 5.1 

Section 5.1 
Section 5.2 

Section 5.3 
Section 5.4 

Section 5.5 
Section 5.6 

Repeat Sales No Limited No Section 6 

Sales Volume No Not tested No Section 7 
"No" 

"Yes" 

"Limited" 

"Not tested". 

No statistical evidence of a negative impact 

Strong statistical evidence of a negative impact 

Limited and inconsistent statistical evidence of a negative impact 

This model did not test for this stigma 

8.1. Area Stigma 

Area Stigma is defined as a concem that the general area surroimding a wind energy facility will 
appear more developed, which may adversely affect home values in the local community 
regardless of whether any individual home has a view of the wind turbines. Though these 
impacts might be expected to be especially severe at close range to the turbines, the impacts 
could conceivably extend for a number of miles around a wind facihty. Modem wind turbines 
are visible from well outside of five miles in many cases, so if an Area Stigma exists, it is 
possible tiiat all of the homes m the study areas inside of five miles would be affected. 

As summarized in Table 33, Area Stigma is investigated with the Base, Distance Stability, 
Continuous Distance, All Sales, Temporal Aspects, Orientation, and Overlap hedonic models. It 
is also tested, somewhat differently, with the Repeat Sales and Sales Volume analyses. In each 
case, if an Area Stigma exists, it is expected that the sales prices (and/or sales volume) of homes 
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located near wind facilities would be broadly affected by the presence of those facilities, with 
effects decreasing with distance. 

The Base Model finds little evidence of an Area Stigma, as the coefficients for the DISTANCE 
variables are all relatively small and none are statistically different from zero. For homes in this 
sample, at least, there is no statistical evidence from the Base Model that the distance firom a 
home to the nearest wind turbine impacts sales prices, regardless of the distance band. Perhaps a 
more direct test of Area Stigma, however, comes fi-om the Temporal Aspects Model. In this 
model, homes in all distance bands that sold after wind facility announcement are found to sell, 
on average, for prices that are not statistically different from those for homes that sold more than 
two years prior to -wdnd facility announcement. Again, no persuasive evidence of an Area 
Stigma is evident. 

The Repeat Sales and Sales Volume Models also investigate Area Stigma. The Repeat Sales 
Model's 3.54 homes, each of which sold once before facility armouncement and again after 
construction, show average inflation-adjusted annual appreciation rates that are small and not 
statistically different firom zero. If homes in all study areas were subject to an Area Stigma, one 
would expect a negative and statistically significant intercept tenn. Similarly, if homes in any 
individual study area experienced an Area Stigma, the fixed effect terms would be negative and 
statistically significant. Neither of these expectations is borne out in the results. The Sales 
Volume Model tells a similar story, finding that the rate of residential transactions is either not 
significantly different between tiie pre- and post-announcement periods, or is greater in later 
periods, implying, in concert with the other tests, that increased levels of transactions do not 
signify a rush to sell, and therefore lower prices, bat rather an increase in the level of transactions 
with no appreciable difference in the value of those homes. 

The All Sales, Distance Stabihty, Continuous Distance, Orientation, and Overlap Models 
corroborate these basic findings. In the All Sales and Distance Stability Models, for example, 
the DISTANCE coefficients for homes that sold outside of one mile but within five miles, 
compared to those tiiat sold outside of five miles, are very similar: they differ by no more than 
2%, and this small disparity is not statistically different fi'om zero. Tlie same basic findings 
resulted firom the Orientation and Overlap Models. Further, homes with No View as estimated in 
the All Sales Model are found to appreciate in value, after adjusting for inflation, when 
compared to homes that sold before wind facility construction (0.02,/? value 0.06); an Area 
Stigma effect should be reflected as a negative coefficient for this parameter. Finally, despite 
using all 4,937 cases in a single distance variable and therefore having a correspondingly small 
standard error, the Continuous Distance Model discovers no measurable relationship between 
distance fi^om the nearest turbine and the value of residential properties. 

Taken together, the results from these models are strikingly similar: there is no evidence of a 
widespread and statistically significant Area Stigma among the homes in this sample. Homes in 
these study areas are not, on average, demonstrably and measurably stigmatized by the arrival of 
a wind facility, regardless of when they sold in the wind project development process and 
regardless of whether those homes are located one mile or five miles away firom the nearest wind 
facility. 
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Drawing fi'om the previous literature on environmental disamenities discussed in Section 2.1, 
one likely explanation for this result is simply that any effects that might exist may have faded to 
a level indistinguishable firom zero at distances outside of a mile from the wind facilities. For 
other disamenities, some of which would seemingly be more likely to raise concems, effects 
have been found to fade quickly with distance. For example, property value effects near a 
chemical plant have been found to fade outside of two and a half miles (Carroll et al., 1996), near 
a lead smelter (Dale et a l , 1999) and fossil fuel plants (Davis, 2008) outside of two miles, and 
near landfills and confined animal feeding operations outside of 2,400 feet and 1,600 feet, 
respectively (Ready and Abdalla, 2005). Further, homes outside of 300 feet (Hamihon and 
Schwann, 1995) or even as little as 150 feet (Des-Rosiers, 2002) from a high voltage 
transmission line have been found to be unaffected. A second possible explanation for these 
results could be related to the view of the turbines. In the sample used for this analysis, a large 
majority of the homes outside of one mile {n = 4,812) that sold after wind-facility construction 
commenced cannot see the turbines (« = 4,189, 87%), and a considerably larger portion have - at 
worst - a minor view of the turbines {n = 4,712, 98%). Others have found that the sales prices 
for homes situated at similar distances from a disamenity (e.g., HVTL) depend, in part, on the , 
view of that disamenity (Des-Rosiers, 2002). Similarly, research has sometimes found that 
annoyance with a wind facility decreases when the mrbines cannot be seen (Pedersen and Waye, 
2004). Therefore, for the overwhelming majority of homes outside of a mile that have either a 
minor rated view or no view at all of the turbines, the turbines may simply be out of sight, and 
therefore, out of mind. 

8.2. Scenic Vista Stigma 
Scenic Vista Stigma is defmed as concern that a home may be devalued because of tiie view of a 
wind energy facility, and the potential impact of that view on an otherwise scenic vista. It has as 
its basis an admission that home values are, to some degree, derived firom the quality of what can 
be seen firom the property and that if those vistas are altered, sales prices might be measiuably 
affected. The Base, View Stability, Continuous Distance, All Sales, Temporal Aspects, 
Orientation, Overlap, and Repeat Sales Models each test whether Scenic Vista Stigma is present 
in the sample. 

The Base Model, as well as subsequent Alternative Hedonic Models, demonstrates persuasively 
tiiat the quality of the scenic vista - absent wind turbines - impacts sales prices. Specifically, 
compared to homes with an AVERAGE VISTA, those having a POOR or a BELOW 
AVERAGE rating are estimated to sell for 21% (p value 0.00) and 8% (p value 0.00) less, on 
average. Similarly, homes with an ABOVE AVERAGE or PREMIUM rating are estimated to 
sell for 10% (p value 0.00) and 13% (p value 0.00) more than homes with an AVERAGE vista 
rating. Along the same lines, homes in tiie sample with water firontage or situated on a cul-de-
sac sell for 33% (p value 0.00) and 10%i (p value 0.00) more, on average, than those homes that 
lack these characteristics. Taken together, these results demonstrate that home buyers and sellers 
consistently take into account what can be seen from tiie home when sales prices are established, 
and that the models presented in this report are able to clearly identify those impacts. ̂ °̂  

°̂~ Of coulee, cul-de-sacs and water frontage bestow other benefits to the home owner beyond tlie quality of tlie 
scenic vista, such as safety and privacy in tlie case of a cul-de-sac, and recreational potential and privacy in the case 
of water &ontase. 
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Despite tiiis finding, tiiose same hedonic models are unable to identify a consistent and 
statistically significant Scenic Vista Stigma associated with wind facilities. Home buyers and 
sellers, at least among this sample, do not appear to be affected in a measurable way by the 
visual presence of wind facilities. Regardless of which model was estimated, the value of homes 
witii views of turbines tiiat were rated MODERATE, SUBSTANTIAL, or EXTREME are found 
to be statistically indistinguishable firom the prices of homes with no view of the turbines-
Specifically, the 25 homes with EXTREME \tiews in tine sample, where the home site is 
"unmistakably dominated by the [visual] presence of the turbines," are not found to have 
measurably different property values, and neither are the 31 homes with a SUBSTANTIAL view, 
where "the turbines are dramatically visible fi"om the home."^^ The same finding holds for the 
106 homes that were rated as having MODERATE views of the wind turbines. Moreover, the 
Orientation and Overlap Models show that neither the orientation of the home with respect to the 
view of wind turbines, nor the overlap of that view with the prominent scenic vista, have 
measurable impacts on home prices. 

The All Sales Model compares homes with views of the turbines (in the post-construction 
period) to homes that sold before constmction (when no views were possible), and finds no 
statistical evidence of adverse effects within any VIEW category. Moreover, when a /-Test is 
performed to compare the NO VIEW coefficient to the others, none of tiie coefficients for the 
VIEW ratings are foimd to be statistically different fi-om the NO VIEW homes. The Repeat 
Sales Model comes to a similar result, with homes with MODERATE \tiews appreciating at a 
rate that was not measurably different from that of homes with no views (0.03, p value 0.29). 
The same model also finds that homes with SUBSTANTIAL/EXTREME views appreciate at a 
rate 2% slowerperyear(;? value 0.09) than their NO VIEW peers. Homes situated inside of one 
mile, however, are found to appreciate at a rate 3%t more {p value 0.01) tiian reference homes 
located outside of five miles. Eight of the nine homes situated inside of one mile had eitiier a 
SUBSTANTIAL or EXTREME view. Therefore, to correctly interpret these results, one woitid 
add the two coefficients for these homes, resulting in a combined 1% increase in appreciation as 
compared to the reference homes situated outside of five miles with no view of turbines, and 
again yielding no evidence of a Scenic Vista Stigma. 

Although these results are consistent across most of the models, there are some individual 
coefficients from some models that differ. Specifically, homes with MINOR rated views in the 
Overlap and Repeat Sales Models are estimated to sell for 3% less (p value 0.10) and appreciate 
at a rate 2% less {p value 0.02) than NO VIEW homes. Taken at face value, these MINOR 
VTEW findings imply that homes where "mrbines are visible, but, either the scope is narrow, 
there are many obstructions, or the distance between the home and the facility is large" are 
systematically impacted in a modest but measurable way. Homes with more dramatic views of a 
wind facility in the same models, on the other hand, are found to not be measurably affected. 
Because of the counterintuitive nature of this result, and because it is contradicted in the results 
of other models presented earlier, it is more likely that tiiere is some aspect of these homes that 
was not modeled appropriately in the Overlap and Repeat Sales Models, and that the analysis is 
picking up the effect of omitted variable(s) rather than a systematic causal effect fi'om the wind 
facilities. 

See Section 3.2.3 and Appendix C for full description of VIEW mtings. 

72 

file:///tiews
file:///tiews


Taken together, the results from all of the models and all of the VIEW mtings support, to a large 
degree, the Base Model findings of no evidence of a Scenic Vista Stigma. Although there are 
160 residential transactions in the sample with more dramatic views than MINOR, none of the 
model specifications is able to fmd any evidence that those views of wind turbines measurably 
impacted average sales prices, despite the fact that tiiose same models consistently fmd that 
home buyers and sellers place value on the quality of the scenic vista. 

8.3. Nuisance Stigma 
Nuisance Stigma is defined as a concem that factors that may occur in close proximity to wind 
turbines, such as sound and shadow flicker, will have a unique adverse influence on home values. 
If these factors impact residential sales prices, those impacts are likely to be concentrated within 
a mile of the wind facihties. The Base, Distance Stability, Continuous Distance, All Sales, 
Temporal Aspects, Orientation, Overlap, Repeat Sales, and Sales Volume Models all investigate 
the possible presence of a Niusance Stigma. 

The Base Model finds that those homes witiiin 3000 feet and those between 3000 feet and one 
mile of the nearest wind tm-bine sold for roughly 5% less than similar homes located more than 
five miles away, but that these differences are not statistically significant ip values of 0.40 and 
0.30, respectively). These results remain unchanged in the Distance Stability Model, as well as 
in the Orientation and Overlap Models. Somewhat similarly, in the All Sales Model, when all 
transactions occurring after wind facility announcement are assumed to potentially be impacted 
(rather than just those occurring after construction, as in the Base Model), and a comparison is 
made to the average of all transactions occurring pre-announcement (rather than the average of 
all transactions outside of five miles, as in the Base Model), these same coefficients grow to -6% 
ip value 0.23) and -8% {p value 0.08) respectively. Although only one of these coefficients was 
statistically significant, they are large enough to warrant further scrutiny. 

The Temporal Aspects Model provides a clearer picture of these findings. It finds that homes 
that sold prior to wind facility announcement and that were simated within one mile of where the 
turbines were eventually located sold, on average, for between 10% and 13% less than homes 
located more than five miles away and that sold in the same period. Therefore, the homes 
nearest the wind facility's eventual location were already depressed in value before the 
announcement of the facility. Most telling, however, is what occurred after construction. Homes 
inside of one mile are found to have inflation-adjusted sales prices that were either statistically 
undistinguishable firom, or in some cases greater than, pre-announcement levels. Homes sold in 
the first two years after constmction, for example, have h i ^ e r prices (0.07,/? value 0.32), as do 
those homes that sold between two and four years after construction (0.13,^ value 0.06) and 
more than four years after construction (0.08,/? value 0.24). In other words, there is no 
indication that these homes experienced a decrease in sales prices after wind facihty construction 
began. Not only does this result fail to support the existence of a Nuisance Stigma, but it also 
indicates that the relatively large negative coefficients estimated in the Base and All Sales 
Models are likely caused by conditions that existed prior to wind facility construction and 
potentially prior to facility announcement. ̂ ^̂  

105 - See footnote 82 on page 46 for a discussion of possible alternative expknations lo this scenario. 
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These results are corroborated by the Continuous Distance Models which finds no statistically 
significant relationship between an inverse DISTANCE function and sales prices (-0.01, sig 
0.46). Similarly, in the Repeat Sales Model, homes within one mile of the nearest turbine are not 
found to be adversely affected; somewhat coimter-intuitively, they are found to appreciate faster 
(0.03,p value 0.01) than their peers outside of five miles. Finally, the Sales Volmne analysis 
does not find significant and consistent results that would suggest that the ability to sell one's 
home within one mile of a wind facility is substantially impacted by the presence of that faciUty. 

Taken together, these models present a consistent set of results: the sales prices of homes in this 
sample that are within a mile of wind turbines, where various nuisance effects have been posited, 
are not measurably affected compared to those homes that are located more than five miles away 
firom the facilities or tiiat sold well before the wind projects were announced. These results 
imply that widespread Nuisance Stigma effects are either not present in the sample, or are too 
small or sporadic to be statistically identifiable. 

Though these results may appear counterinmitive, it may simply be that property- value impacts 
fade rapidly with distance, and that few of the homes in the sample are close enough to the 
subject wind facilities to be substantially impacted. As discussed earHer, studies of the property 
value impacts of high voltage transmission lines often find that effects fade towards zero at as 
little distance as 200 feet (see, e.g., Gallimore and Jayne, 1999; Watson, 2005). None of the 
homes in the present sample are closer than 800 feet to the nearest wind tiubine, and all but eight 
homes are located outside of 1000 feet of the nearest turbine. It is therefore possible that, if any 
effects do exist, tiiey exist at very close range to tiie turbines, and that those effects are simply 
not noticeable outside of 800 feet. Additionally, almosthalf of the homes in the sample that are 
located within a mile of the nearest turbine have either no view or a minor rated viewof the wind 
facilities, and some high voltage transmission line (HVTL) studies have found a decrease in 
adverse effects if the towers are not visible (Des-Rosiers, 2002) and, similarly, decreases in 
annoyance with wind facility soimds if turbines cannot be seen (Pedersen and Waye, 2004). 
Finally, effects that existed soon after tbe annotmcement or construction of the wind factiities 
might have faded over time. More than half of the homes in the sample sold more than three 
years after the commencement of construction, while studies of HVTLs have repeatedly foimd 
that effects fade over time (Kroll and Priestley, 1992) and smdies of attitudes towards wind 
turbines have found that such attitudes often knprove after facility constmction (Wolsink, 1989). 
Regardless of the explanation, the fact remains that, in this sizable sample of residential 
transactions, no persuasive evidence of a widespread Nuisance Stigma is found, and if tiiese 
impacts do exist, they are either too small or too infrequent to result in any widespread and 
consistent statistically observable impact. 
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9. Conclusions 
Though surveys generally show that public acceptance towards wind energy is high, a variety of 
concerns with wind development are often expressed at the local level. One such concem that is 
often raised in local siting and permitting processes is related to the potential impact of wind 
projects on the property values of nearby residences. 

This report has investigated tiie potential impacts of wind power facilities on the sales prices of 
residential properties that are in proximity to and/or that have a view of those wind facilities. It 
builds and improve on the previous literature that has investigated tiiese potential effects by 
collecting a large quantity of residential transaction data from communities surrounding a wide 
variety of wind power facilities, spread across multiple parts of the U.S. Each of the homes 
included in this analysis was visited to clearly determine the degree to which the wind facility 
was visible at the time of home sale and to collect other essential data. To frame the analysis, 
three potentially distinct impacts of wind facilities on property values are considered: Area, 
Scenic Vista, and Nuisance Stigma. To assess these potential impacts, tiie authors appHed a base 
hedonic model, explored seven altemative hedonic models, conducted a repeat sales analysis, 
and evaluated possible impacts on sales volumes. The result is the most comprehensive and 
data-rich analysis to date on the potential impacts of wind projects on nearby property values. 

Although each of the analysis techniques used in this report has strengths and weaknesses, the 
results are strongly consistent in that each model fails to uncover conclusive evidence of the 
presence of any of the three property value stigmas. Based on the data and analysis presented in 
this report, no evidence is foimd that home prices surrounding wind facilities are consistently, 
measurably, and significantly affected by either the view of wind facilities or the distance of the 
home to tiiose facilities. Although tiie analysis camiot dismiss the possibility that individual or 
small munbers of homes have been or could be negatively impacted, if these impacts do exist, 
they are either too small and'or too infrequent to result in any wtidespread and consistent 
statistically observable impact. Moreover, to the degree that homes in the present sample are 
similar to homes in other areas where wind development is occurring, the results herein are 
expected to be transferable. 

Finally, although this work builds on the existing literature in a number of respects, there remain 
a number of areas for further research. The primary goal of subsequent research should be to 
concentrate on those homes located closest to wind facilities, where the least amount of data are 
available. Additional research of the nature reported in this paper could be pursued, but with a 
greater number of transactions, especially for homes particularly close to wind facilities. Further, 
it is conceivable that cimiulative impacts might exist whereby commimities that have seen 
repetitive development are affected uniquely, and these cumulative effects may be worth 
investigating. A more detailed analysis of sales volume impacts may also be friiitful, as would 
an assessment of the potential impact of wind factiities on the length of time homes are on the 
market in advance of an evenmal sale. Finally, it would be useful to conduct a survey of those 
homeoNS'ners living close to existing wind facilities, and especially those residents who have 
bought and sold homes in proximity to wind facilities after facility construction, to assess their 
opinions on the impacts of wind project development on their home purchase and sales decisions. 
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Appendix A: Study Area Descriptions 
The analysis reported in the body of the report used data from ten different wind-project study 
areas, across nine different states and 14 counties, and surrounding 24 different wind facilities. 
Each of the study areas is unique, but as a group they provide a good representation of the range 
of wmd facility sizes, hub heights, and locations of recent wind development activity in the U.S. 
(see Figure A - 1 and Table A - 1). This appendix describes each of the ten study areas, and 
provides the following infonnation: a map of the study area; a description of the area; how the 
data were collected; statistics on home sales prices in the sample and census-reported home 
values for the towns, county, and state that encompass the area; data on the wind facilities 
contained within the study area; and frequency tables for the variables of interest (i.e., views of 
turbines, distance to nearest mrbine ,and development period). 
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Figure A - 1: Map of Study Areas 

Table A -

study Ai-ea 

Code 

W . \ O R 

TXHC 

OKCC 

lABV 

ILLC 

W IKCDC 

PASC 

PAWC 

N Y M C O C 

NYMC 

1: Summary of Study Areas 

s tudy Area Counties, States 

Benton and Walla Walia Counties, 
WA and Umatilla County, OR- . 

Howard County, TX 

Custer County, OK 

Buena Vista County, lA 

Lee County, EL 

Kewaunee and Door Counties, WI 

Somerset County, PA 

Wayne Coimty, PA 

Madison and Oneida Counties, NY 

Madison County, NY 

Facility Names 

Van.sycle R-idge, Stateline, 

Nine Canyon I &: II, 

Combine Hills 

Big Spring i &. II 

Weatheiford I & II 

Storm Lake I &. 11, 

Waverly, Intrepid 1 & II 

Mendota Hills, GSG Wind 

Red River, Lincoln 

Gi'cen Mountain, Somerset, 
Meyersdale 

Wayniart 

Madison 

Fenxier 

TOTAL 

Number 

of 

Turbines 

582 

46 

98 

.^81 

103 

31 

34 

43 

7 

20 

1345 

Number 

OfMW 

429 

34 

147 

370 

130 

20 

49 

65 

12 

30 

1286 

Max Hub 

Height 

(meters) 

60 

80 

80 

65 

78 

65 

80 

65 

67 

66 

Max Hub 

Height 

(feet) 

197 

262 

262 

213 

256 

213 

262 

213 

220 

218 
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A.l WAOR Study Area: Benton and Walla Walla Counties 
(Washington), and Umatilla County (Oregon) 

Figure A - 2: Map of WAOR Study Area 

Saufce 
Bet^on Cburity'^ j 

^Vi^lli'V^'lla CotTnty-
Uniatilis Couriiy__ 
Uwrance B ^ e i e y Nftftmial Lab3r3torV'*Ct^ 

Note: "Sold Homes " include all sold homes both before and after construction. 

Area Description 
This study area combines data from tbe three comities - Benton and Walla Walla in Washington, 
and Umatilla in Oregon - that surround the Vansycle Ridge, Stateline, Combine Hills, and Nine 
Canyon wind projects. Wind development began in this area in 1997 and, within the sample of 
wind projects, continued through 2003. In total, the wind facilities in this study area include 582 
turbines and 429 MW of nameplate capacity, with hub heights that range from 164 feet to almost 
200 feet. The wind facilities are situated on an East-West ridge that straddles the Columbia 
River, as it briefly turns South. The area consists of undeveloped highland/plateau grassland, 
agricultural tracks for winter fruit, and three towns; Kennewick (Benton County), Milton-
Freewater (Umatilla County), and Walla Walla (Walla Walla County), Only the first tŵ o of 
these towns are represented in the dataset because Walla Walla is situated more than 10 miles 
from the nearest wind turbine. Also in the area are Touchet and Wallula, WA, and Athena, OR, 
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all very small communities widi little to no services. Much of the area to the North and South of 
the ridge, and outside of the urban areas, is farmland, -with, homes situated on small parcels 
adjoining larger agricultural tracts. 

Data Collection and Summary 
Data for tbis study area were collected from a myriad of sources. For Benton County, sales and 
home characteristic data and GTS parcel shapefiles were collected with the assistance of county 
officials Eric Beswick, Harriet Mercer, and Florinda Paez, while state official Deb Mandeville 
(Washington Department of State) provided information on the validity of the sales. In Walla 
Walla County, county officials Bill Vollendorff and Tiffany Laposi provided sales, house 
characteristic, and GIS data. In Umatilla County, county officials Jason Nielsen, Tracie Diehl, 
and Tim McElrath provided sales, house characteristic, and GIS data. 

Based on the data collection, more than 8,500 homes are found to have sold within ten miies of 
the wind turbines in this study area from January 1996 to June 2007. Completing field visits to 
this number of homes would have been overly burdensome; as a result, only a sample of tliese 
home sales was used for the study. Specifically, all valid sales within three miles of the nearest 
turbine are used, and a random sample of those homes outside of three miles but inside of five 
miles in Benton Coimty and inside ten miles in Walla Walla and Umatilla Counties. This 
approach resulted in a total of 790 sales, with prices that ranged from $25,000 to S647,500, and a 
mean of S134,244. Of those 790 sales, 519 occurred after wind facility constmction commenced, 
and 110 could see the turbines at the time of sale, tbougli all but four of these homes had MINOR 
views. No homes within this sample were located within one mile of the nearest wind turbine, 
with the majority occurring outside of three miles. 

Area Statistics 

Study Period 
Begin 

1/23/1996 

Study Period 
End 

. 6/29/2007 

Number of 
Sales 

790 

Median 
Price 

S 125,803 

Mean 
Price 

S 134,244 

Minimum 
Price 

$ 25,000 

Maximum 
Price 

S 647,500 

Facility Statistics 

FaciUty Name 

Vaasvcle Ridge 
Stateline Wind Proiect, Phase I fOR) 
Statelinii Wind ftojoct. Phase I (WA) 
Stateline Wind Proiect, Phase II 
Nine Caiivcsi Wind Taim 
Combine Hills T\irbine Ranch I 
Nine Canvon Wind Farm II 

Number of 

M W 

25 
83 
177 

40 
4S 

4 ! 
16 

Numbei* of 

Turbines 

38 
126 
268 
60 
37 
41 
12 

Announce 

Date 

Atis-97 
iun-00 
Jm-00 
Jan-02 
JlKl-OI 
Apr-02 
Jim-Ol 

Coitsh'iiction 

Begin Date 

Feb-98 
Sep-OI 
Feb-01 
Sep-02 
Mar-02 
Aug-03 
Jun-03 

Completion 

Date 

.-Vue-^fi 
Dcc-01 
Dcc-Oi 
Dec-02 
Sep-02 

Dec-03 
Dec-03 

Turbine 

Make r 

Vestas 
Vesias 
Vestas 

Vesias 
Bonus 

Mitsubisli 
Bonus 

Hub Height 

(Meters) 

50 
50 
50 
50 
60 
55 
60 

Source: AWEA S: VentvxInc. 
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Variables of Interest Statistics 

Developrnent Period 

BentonAValla \V»iU, WA & 
irmatiUa, OR (WAOR) 

View of Turbities 

BentonAValla Wa]la, WA & 
Umatilla, OR OVAOR) 

Distance to 
Nearest Turbine 

BcnionAValla Walla, WA & 
l:inatiila,OR(WAOR> 

Pre 

Annouacement 

226 

Pre 

Cousti'iittion 

271 

Pre 

Constmclion 

271 

Post Announcement 
Pre Canstrucdun 

45 

None 

409 

< 0.57 Miles 

0 

1st Year After 

Constrnt^oR 

76 

MiBor 

106 

0 .57 -1 Miles 

0 

2nd Year After 

Construction 

59 

Mo delate 

4 

1 - 3 Miles 

20 

2-4- Years After 
Construction 

384 

Substnntial 

0 

3 - 5 Miles 

277 

Extreme 

0 

> 5 Miles 

222 

Total 

750 

Total 

790 

Total 

790 

Census Statistics 

N a m e 

Ketmswtch, W A 

Walla Walla, W A 

Milton Freewater. O R 

Touchet, W A 

Benton 

W^allaWaOa 

UmaiiUa 

Washiuaton 

Oregon 

us 

T y p e 

Citj-

City 

T o w a 

Town 

County 

Coimtv 

County 

State 

State 

Country' 

2007 

Popn la t i on 

62,182 

30,794 

6,335 

413 

159,414 

57,709 

7.1.491 

6,488.000 

3,747,455 

301.139,947 

% C h a n g e 

Since 2000 

12.5% 

4 .0% 

-2 .0% 

o/'a 

3.6% 

1.0% 

0.6% 

1 0 . 1 % 

9 .5% 

6.8% 

Popu la t i ou 

P c r M U e ^ 2 

2,711 

2,847 

3.362 

340 

94 

45 

2 3 

89 

36 

86 

M e d i a n 

Age 

32.3 

33.S 

31.7 

33.6 

34.4 

34.9 

34.6 

35.3 

36.3 

37.9 

M e d i a n 

Income 

S 45,085 

S 38,391 

S 30,229 

S 47,268 

S 5 i ,464 

S 43,597 

S 3 8,63] 

S 55,591 

S 48,730 

S 50,233 

M e d i a n 

House 2007 

S 155,531 

S 3 85,706 

S 113,647 

S 163.790 

S 162,700 

S 206,631 

.s )3saoo 
S 300.800 

$ 257,300 

$ 243,742 

% C h a n g e 

SincK 2000 

4 6 % 

9 1 % 

4 7 % 

8 1 % 

4 6 % 

89% 

4 7 % 

79% 

6 9 % 

4 6 % 

Source: City-Data.com S: Wildpedia. "% Change Since 2000" refers to the percentage change between 
2000 and 2007 for the figures in the column to the left (population or median house price). "J'own" 
signifies any municipality with less than 10,000 inhabitants, "n/a"signifies data not availahh. 
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A.2 TXHC Study Area: Howard County (Texas) 

Figure A - 3: Map of TXHC Study Area 

^Source 
, No f̂î SJ Qjunty 

C^pi^j ApE^aisat Group ^ ^^ ^ 
Lawfehca Berkeley National Laboratory 

7 
Note: "Sold Homes " include all sold homes both before and after comtruction. 

Area Description 
This study area is entirely contained within Howard County, Texas, and includes the city of Big 
Spring, which is situated roughly 100 miles South of Lubbock and 275 miles West of Dallas in 
West Texas. On top of the Northern end of the Edwards Plateau, which runs from the Southeast 
to the Northwest, sits the 46 turbine (34 MW) Big Spring wind facility, wliich was constmcted in 
1998 and 1999. Mostof the wind Uxrbines in this projecthave a hub height of 213 feet, but four 
are taller, at 262 feet. The plateau and the wind facility overlook the city of Big Spring which, 
when including its suburbs, wraps around the plateau to the South and East. Surrounding the 
town are modest farming tracks and arid, undeveloped land. These lands, primarily to the South 
of the facility towards Forsan (not shown on map), are dotted witli small oil rigs. Many of the 
homes in Big Spring do not have a view of the wind facility, but others to the South and East do 
have such views. 
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Data Collection and Summary 
County officials Brett McKibben, Sally Munoz, and Sheri Proctor were extremely helpful in 
answering questions about the data required for this project, and the data were provided by two 
firms that manage it for the county. Specifically, Erin Welch of the Capital Appraisal Group 
provided the sales and house characteristic data and Paul Brandt of MIMS provided the GIS data. 

AU valid single-family home sales transactions within five miles of the nearest turbme and 
occurring betw^een January 1996 and March 2007 were included in the dataset, resulting in 1,311 
sales.^'^ These sales ranged in price from S 10,492 to $490,000, with a mean of S74,092. 
Because of the age of the wind facility, many of the sales in the sample occurred after wind 
facility construction had commenced {n = 1,071). Of those, 104 had views of the turbines, with 
27 having views more dramatic than MINOR, Four homes sold within a mile of tlie facility, 
with the rest falling between one and three miles (n = 584), three to five miles (n - 467), and 
outside of five miles (n = 16), 

Ai-ea Statistics 

Study Period 

Begin 
1/2/1996 

Study Period 
End 

3/30/2007 

Number of 
Sates 
1,311 

Median 
Price 

S66,500 

Mean 
Price 

$74,092 

Minimum 
Price 

$10,492 

Maximum 
Price 

$490,000 

^acilitv Statistics 

Facility Name 
Big Spring I 
Bis, Spring 11 

Source: A WÊ  

Number of 
MW 
27.7 
6.6 

ft Venty% h 

Number of 
Turbines 

42 
4 

7C. 

Announce 
Date 

Jaii-9S 
Jaii-98 

Construction 
Bcjjin Date 

.Tul-98 

Jul-9S 

Completioii 
Date 

Juji-99 
iuii-99 

Turbine 
Maker 
Vestas 
Vestas 

Hub Height 
(Meters) 

65 
80 

Variables of Interest Statistics 

Development Period 

Howard, TX (TXHC) 

View of Turbines 

Howard, TX (TXHC) 

Distance to 
Nearest Turbine 

Howard, TX (TXHC) 

Pre 

169 

Pre 
Construction 

240 

Pre 
C'onsti-uctioit 

240 

Past Ann ounce [Rent 
Pro Cunstnictioii 

71 

None 

967 

< e.57 Miles 

0 

1st Year After 
Constpuctioii 

113 

Minor 

77 

0.57 - 1 Miles 

4 

3H(] Year After 

Construction 

131 

Moderate 

22 

1 - 3 Miles 

584 

2+ Years After 
Construction 

827 

$abst»ntLal 

5 

3 - 5 Miies 

467 

Extreme 

0 

> 5 Miles 

16 

Total 

1311 

Total 

1311 

Total 

1311 

106 If parcels intersected the five rnile boimdai>', liiey were inchided in tbe sample, but were coded as being outside 
of five miles. 



Census Statistics 

Name 

Big Spring 
Forsan 
Howard 
Texas 
US 

Type 

City 
Tomi 

Coimlv 
State 

Coimtiy 

2007 
Population 

24.075 
220 

32,295 
23,904,380 
301,139,947 

% Change 
Since 2000 

-5.4% 
-4.0% 
-i.9% 
14.6% 
6.8% 

Population 
Per Mile-^2 

1,260 
758 
36 
80 
86 

Median 
Age 

35.1 
36.8 
36.4 
32.3 
37.9 

Median 
Income 

$ 32,470 
$ 50,219 
$ 36,684 
S 47,548 
$ 50,233 

Median 
House 2007 

$ 54,442 
$ 64,277 
S 60,658 
S 120,900 
S 243,742 

% Change 
Since 2000 

50% 
84% 
58% 
47% 
46% 

Source: City-Data.com & Wikipedia. "% Change Since 2000" refers to the percentage change between 
2000 and 2007 for the figures in the column to the left (population or median house price). "Town " 
signifies any municipality with less than 10,000 inhabitants. 
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A.3 OKCC Study Area: Custer County (Oklahoma) 

Figure A - 4: Map of OKCC Study Area 

Note: "Sold Homes " include all sold homes both before and after construction. 

Area Description 
This study area is entirely contained within Custer County, Texas, and includes the Weatherford 
wind facility, which is situated near the city of Weatherford, 70 miles due west of Oklahoma 
City and near the western edge of tlie state. The 98 turbine (147 MW) Weatherford wind facility 
straddles Highway 40, which runs East-West, and U.S. County Route 54, which runs North-
South, creating an "L" shape that is more than six miles long and six miles wide. Development 
began in 2004, and was completed in two phases ending in 2006. The turbines are some of the 
largest in the sample, with a hub height of 262 feet. The topography of the study area is mostly 
flat plateau, allowing the turbines to be visible from many parts of the town and the surrounding 
rural lands. There are a number of smaller groupings of homes that are situated to the North and 
South of the city, many of which are extremely close to the turbines and have dramatic views of 
them. 
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Data Collection and Summary 
County Assessor Debbie Collins and mapping specialist Karen Owen were extremely help&l in 
gathering data and answering questions at the county level. Data were obtained directly from the 
county and from Visual Lease Services, Inc and OKAssessor, where representatives Chris Mask, 
Terry Wood, Tracy Leniger, and Heather Brown helped with the request. 

All valid single-family residential transactions within five miles of the nearest wiud turbine and 
occurring between July 1996 and Jrme 2007 were mcluded in the dataset, resulting in 1,113 
sales. ̂ "̂  These sales ranged m price from S11,000 to $468,000, with a mean of S100,445. 
Because of the relatively recent constmction of the facility, 58% of the sales (n - 637) occurred 
before construction, leaving 476 sales with possible views of the turbines. Of those 476 sales, 25 
had more-dramatic view ratings than MINOR and 17 sales occurred inside of one mile. 

Area Stetistics 

Study Period 
Begin 

7/7/1996 

Study Period 
End 

6/29/2007 

Number of 
Sales 
1,113 

Median 
Price 

$91,000 

Mean 
Price 

SI 00.445 

Minimum 
Price 

$11,000 

Maximum 
Price 

5468,000 

Facility Statistics 

Facility Name 
Wsatheiforii Wind Energy Center 
Weatherford Wind Eiiei-ftV Center Expansion 

Number of 
MW 
106.5 
40,5 

iVumber nf 
Turbines 

7! 
27 

Announce 
Date 

Mar-04 
. M2V-05 

CoH*tracfioo 
Begin Date 

D,;c-04 
Oct-05 

CompEetioR 
Date 

Mav-05 
Jaii-06 

Turbme 
Maker 

GE Wind 
GE Wmd 

f lab Height 
(Meiers) 

80 
SO 

Source: AWEA <&. Ventyx Inc. 

Variables of Interest Statistics 

Development Period 

Custer, OK (OKCC) 

Viewof Turbines 

Custer, OK (OKCC) 

Distance to 
Nearest Turbine 

Custer, OK (OKCC) 

Pre 
AnnouuceiiieBE 

484 

Pre 
CuBximction 

637 

Pre 
CoR.stri3ctioii 

637 

Pftst Anno tine em en t 
Pre Conrfrnction 

153 

Nune 

375 

< 0.57 Miles 

16 

Isf Year After 
Conslruction 

193 

Minor 

76 

0.57 - 1 MiUs 

1 

2ntl Year After 
Construction 

187 

Moilerale 

6 

I - 3 Miles 

40S 

2+ Years .-Vfter 
Con&ti'uctioa 

96 

Subst»ntial 

7 

3 - 5 Miles 

50 

Extreme 

12 

> 5 Miles 

1 

Total 

1113 

Total 

1113 

Tntal 

1113 

'"•' Portions of the town of Weatherford, both North and Soutii of the town center, were not included in the sample 
due to lack of available data. The homes that were mapped, and for which electronic data were provided, however, 
were situated on all sides of these unmapped areas and were similar in character to those that were omitted. None of 
tlie unmapped homes were wiUun a mile of tlie nearest wmd turbine. 
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Census Statistics 

Name 

Weattierford 
Hydro 
Custer 
Oklahoma 
LIS 

Type 

at>-
TowTi 

Cotmtv 
State 

Countrv 

2007 
Population 

10.097 
1,013 

26.111 
3,617,316 

301,139,947 

% Change 
Since 2000 

1.2% 
-3.7% 
3.6% 

• 4.8% 
6.8% 

Population 
PerMile^2 

1,740 
1,675 

26 
53 
86 

Metiian 
Age 

24.1 
39.2 
32.7 
35.5 
37.9 

Median 
Income 

$ 32,543 
$ 35,95S 
$ 35.498 
$ 41,567 
$ 50,233 

Median 
Hou.se 2007 

$ 113,996 
S 66.365 
S 98,949 
S 103.000 
S 243,742 

% Change 
Since 2000 

45% 
68% 
52% 
46% 
46% 

Source: City-Data.com & Wikipedia. "% Change Since 2000" refers to the percentage change between 
2000 and 2007 for the figures in the column to the left (population or median house price). "Town " 
signifie-i any mtmicipality with less than 10,000 inhabitants. 
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A.4 lABV Study Area: Buena Vista County (Iowa) 

Figure A - 5: Map of lABV Study Area 

Source 
;BuenaVVista,GoiMity««| 
Lawrence Berl<e!ey National Laboratory 

Note: "Sold Homes " include all sold homes both before and after construction. 

Area Description 
This study area includes the sizable Storm Lake and Intrepid wind facilities, which are mostly 
situated in Buena Vista County, located in Northwestern Iowa, 15 miles East of Sioux City. Tlie 
facilities also stretch into Sac County to the South and Cherokee County to the West. The 
facilities total 381 turbines (370 MW) and are more than 30 miles long North to South and eight 
miles wide East to West. Development began on the first Storm Lake facility in 1998 and the 
last of the Intrepid development was completed in 2006. The largest turbines have a hub height 
of 213 feet at the hub, but most are shghtly smaller at 207 feet. The maj ority of the homes in the 
sample surroond Stonn Lake (the body of water), but a large number of homes are situated on 
small residential plots located outside of the town and nearer to the wind facility. Additionally, a 
number of sales occurred in Alta - a small town to the East of Storm Lake -thatis straddled by the 
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wind facilities and therefore provides dramatic views of the turbines. In general, except for the 
depression in which Storm Lake sits, the topography is very flat, largely made up com fields, and 
the turbines are therefore visible from quite far away. The housing market is driven, to some 
extent, by the water body, Storm Lake, which is a popular recreational tourist destination, and 
therefore development is occurring to the East and South of the lake. Some development is also 
occurring, to a lesser degree, to the East of Alta. 

Data Collection and Suinmarv 
County Assessor Kathy A. Croker and Deputy Assessor Kim Camine were both extremely 
helptul in answering questions and providing GIS data. Sales and home characteristic data were 
provided by Vanguard Appraisals, Inc., facilitated by the county officials. David Healy from 
MidAmerican provided some of the necessary turbine location GIS files. 

The county provided data on valid single-family residential transactions between 1996 and 2007 
for 1,743 homes inside of five miles of the nearest wind turbine. This sample exceeded the 
niunber for which field data could reasonably be collected; as a result, only a sample of these 
homes sales was used for the study. Specifically, all transactions that occun-ed within three miles 
of the nearest turbine were used, in combination with a random sample (totaling roughly 10%) of 
those homes between three and five miles. This approach resulted in 822 sales, with prices that 
ranged from S12,000 to S525,000, and a mean of $94,713. Development of the wind facilities in 
this area occurred relatively early in the sample period, and therefore roughly 75% of the sales {n 
= 605) occurred after project construction had commenced. Of those 605 sales, 105 had views of 
the turbines, 37 of which were ranked with a view rating more dramatic than MINOR, and 30 
sales occurred within one mile of the nearest wind turbine. 

Area Statistics 

Study Period 
Begin 

1/2/1996 

Study Period 
End 

3/30/2007 

Number of 
Sales 
822 

Median 
Price 

S79,000 

Mean 
Price 

S94,7I3 

Minimum 
Price 

S 12,000 

Maximum 
PriM 

S525.000 

'acilitv Statistics 

Facility Name 
Storm Lake I 
Storm Lake 11 
Waverly 
Intrepid 
Intrepid Expansion 

Number of 
MW 
112.5 
80.3 
L5 

160.5 
15.0 

Number of 
Turbines 

150 
107 
2 

107 
15 

Announce 
Date 

Feb-9S 
Feb-98 
Feb-98 
Mar-03 
Jan-05 

Construction 
Be^in Date 

Oct-98 
Oct-9S 
Oct-9S 
Oct-04 
Apr-05 

Completion 
Date 

Jun-99 
Apr-99 
Jun-99 
Dec-04 

. Dec-05 

Turbine 
Maker 
Enron 
Enron 
Enron 

GE Wind 
Mitsubish: 

Hub Heiglit 
(Meters) 

63 
63 
65 
65 
65 

Source: A WEA & Ventyx Inc. 
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Variables of Interest Statistics 

Development Period 

BucnM Vista, L \ (TABV) 

Viewof Turbines 

Buena Vi^sta, lA (lABV) 

Distance to 
Nearest Turbine 

Buena Visfa, lA (lASV) 

Pre 
Ann ouncemcnt 

152 

Pre 
Constructioii 

217 

Pre 
Construction 

217 

Post AiiJinuncemeEit 
Pre Construction 

65 

None 

500 

< 0.57 MUes 

22 

1st Year After 
Construction 

80 

Minor 

6& 

0.57 - 1 MUes 

8 

2nd Year After 
Construction 

70 

ModeratE 

IS 

1 - 3 \ B I e s 

472 

2+ Years After 
Constr«ctioti 

455 

Substantial 

S 

3 - 5 Miles 

101 

Extreme 

11 

> 5 Miles 

2 

Total 

822 

l o t a i 

822 

Total 

822 

Census Statistics 

Name 

Storm Lake 
Aita 
Buena Vista 
Iowa 
US 

Type 

Citv 
Town 

County 
State 

Country 

2007 
Population 

9,706 
1,850 
19,776 

3,002,555 
301,139,947 

% Cliange 
Since 2000 

-3.9% 
-1.0% 
-3.1% 
2.6% 
6.8% 

Popuiation 
PerMile^2 

2,429 
1,766 

36 
52 
86 

Median 
Age 

31.7 
35.1 
36.4 
36.6 
37,9 

Median 
Income 

S 39,937 
S 40,939 
S 42,296 
S 47,292 
S 50,233 

Median 
House 2007 

S 99,312 
S 98,843 
S 95,437 
S 117,900 
S 243,742 

% Change 
Since 2000 

41% 
48% 
45% 
43% 
46% 

Source: City-Data-Com <& Wikipedia. "% Change Since 2000" refers to the percentage change between 
2000 and 2007 for the figures in the column to the left (population or median house price). "Town" 
signifies any municipality with less than 10,000 inhabitants. 
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A.5 ILLC Study Area; Lee County (Illinois) 

Figure A - 6: Map of DLLC Study Area 

Note: "Sold Homes " include all sold homes both before and after construction. 

Area Description 
This study area is situated roughly 80 miles due West of Chicago, in Lee County, Illinois, and 
includes two wind facilities. The 63 turbine (53 MW) Mendota Hills Wind Project sits just West 
of North-South Highway 39, and 10 miles South of East-West Highway 88. Development began 
on the facility in 2001 and was completed in 2003. The second facility, the 40 turbine (80 MW) 
GSG Wind Farm is South and West of the Mendota Hills facility, and is broken into two parts: 
roughly one third, of the turbines are situated two miles due north of the small town of Sublette, 
with the remainder located roughly six miles to the southeast and spanning the line separating 
Lee firom La Salle County. Development began on this project in the fall of 2006 and was 
completed in April of the follo\\dng year. The town of Paw Paw, which is East of Highway 38 
and both facilities, is the largest urban area in the study area, but is further away from the 

96 



facilities tlian the towns of Compton, West Brooklyn, Scarboro, and Sublette. Also, to the North 
of the facilities are the towns of Lee, to the East of Highway 38, and Steward, just to the West. 
Although many home sales occurred in these towTis, a significant number of additional sales 
occurred on small residential tracts in more-rural areas or in small developments. The 
topography of the area is largely flat, but falls away slightly to the East towards Paw Paw\ The 
area enjoyed significant development during the real estate boom led by commuters from the 
Chicago metropolitan area, w^hich w ^ focused in the Paw Paw area but was also seen in semi-
rural subdivisions to the Southwest and North of the wind facility. 

Data Collection and Summary 
County Supervisor Wendy Ryerson was enormously helpful in answering questions and 
providing data, as were Carmen Bollman and GTS Director, Brant Schei decker, who also work in 
the county office. Wendy and Carmen facilitated the sales and home characteristic data request 
and Brant provided the GIS data. Additionally, real estate brokers Neva Grevengoed of LNG 
Realtor, Alisa Stewart of AC Comer Stone, and Beth Einsely of Einsely Real Estate were helpful 
in understanding the local market. 

The county provided infonnation on 412 valid single-family transactions that occurred between 
1998 and 2007 within 10 miles of the nearest wind turbine, all of which were included in the 
sample.^^^ These saies ranged in price from S14,500 to $554,148, with a mean of $128,301. Of 
those sales, 213 occurred after construction commenced on the wind facility and, of those, 36 
had views of the turbines - nine of which were rated more dramaticaily tlian MINOR. Only two 
sales occurred within one mile of the nearest wind turbine. 

Area Statistics 
Study Period 

Begin 

5/1/1998 

Study Period 
End 

3/2/2007 

Number of 
Saies 

412 

Median 
Price 

5113,250 

Mean 
Price 

Si28,301 

Minimum 
Price 

S14,500 

Maximum 
Price 

5554,148 

facility Statistics 

Facility Name 

Mendota Hills 
GSG Wind Farm 

Nainber of 
MW 

50.4 
80 

Number of 
Turbines 

63 
40 

Announce 
Date 

Nov-01 
Dec-ti5 

Construction 
Begin Date 

AL!i4-03. 
Sep-06 

Completion 
Date 

No -̂--03 
Apr-07 

Turbine 
Malter 

GameBa 
Gamesa 

Hub He^ht 
(Meters) 

. 65 
78 

Source: A WEA & Ventyx Inc. 

"̂̂  This county was not able to provide data electronically back to 1996, as would have been preferred, but because 
wind project development did not occur until 2001, tiiere was ample time in the smdy period to establisli pre-
aimoitncemeni sale price levels. 
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Variables of Interest Statistics 

Development Period 

Lee, IL a L L C ) 

View of Turbines 

Lee, IL <ILLQ 

Distance to 
Nearest Turbine 

Lee, n . (ILLC) 

Pre 

An nwu acemcot 

115 

Pre 
Construction 

199 

Pre 
COBS true tion 

199 

Post AnnouDceraent 
Pre Constmctian 

84 

None 

177 

< 11.57 Mile,s 

1 

1st Year After 
ConstrucdoD 

62 

Miaor 

n 

0.57 - 1 Miles 

1 

2na Year After 
Constmction 

71 

Moderate 

7 

t - 3 Miles 

S5 

2+Years After 
Citnstructioii 

80 

Substantial 

1 

3 - 5 Miles 

69 

Extreme 

1 

> 5 Miles 

57 

Total 

412 

Total 

412 

Total 

412 

Census Statistics 

Name 

Paw Paw 
Compton 
Steward 
Sublette 
Lee 
Illinois 
US 

Type 

Town 
Town 
Town 
Towi 

County 
State 

Country 

2007 
Popniation 

S84 
337 
263 
445 

35,450 
12,852,548 

301,139,947 

% Cliange 
Since 2000 

2.6% 
-2.9% 
-3.0% 
-2.4% 
-1.7% 
3.5% 
7.0% 

Population 
Per Mile'^2 

L563 
2,032 
2,116 
1.272 
49 
223 
86 

Median 
Age 

38.0 
32.8 
35.2 
37.7 
37.9 
34.7 
37.9 

Meilian 
Income 

S 48,399 
$ 44,023 
S 59,361 
S 55,910 
$ 47,59! 
S 54,124 
$ 50,233 

Median 
House 2007 

S 151,954 
S 114,374 
S 151,791 
S 133,328 
$ 136,778 
S 208,800 
S 243,742 

% Change 
Since 2000 

H/'a 

n/s 
n/a 
n/a 
64% 
60% 
46% 

Source: City-Data.com S: Wikipedia. "% Change Since 2000" refers to the percentage change between 
2000 and 2007 for the figures in the column to the left (population or median house price). "Town " 
signifies any municipality with less than 10,000 inhabitants, "n/a " signifies data not available. 
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A,6 WIKCDC Study Area: Kewaunee and Door Counties 
(Wisconsin) 

Figure A - 7: Map of WIKCDC Study Area 

, Dbof'CSunl^rTT.' ' 
Lawrence Berkeley National latraratoryi 
" M t -i 1 1 1 ! I I I I I 

Note: "Sold Homes " include all sold homes both before and after construction. 

Area Description 
This study area includes the Red River (17 turbines, 14 MW) and Lincoln (14 turbines, 9MW) 
wind facilities. It is situated on the "thumb" jutting into Lake Michigan, Nortlieast of Green Bay, 
Wisconsin, and spans two counties, Kewaunee and Door. There is a mix of agricultural, small 
rural residential, waterfront, and urban land use in this area. The three largest towns are Algoma 
to the East of the facilities and on the lake, Casco, which is six miles due South of the turbines, 
and Luxemburg, four miles West of Casco. There is a smaller village, Brussels, to the North in 
Door County. The remainder of the homes is situated on the water or in small rural residential 
parcels between the towTis. Topographically, the "thumb" is relatively flat except for a slight 
crown in the middle, and then drifting lower to the edges. The East edge of the "thumb" ends in 
bluffs over the w âter, and the western edge drops off more gradually, allowing those parcels to 
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enjoy small beaches and easy boat access. There is some undulation of the land, occasionally 
allowing for relatively distant views of the wind turbines, which stand at a hub height of 213 feet. 

Data Collection and Summary 
Kewaunee and Door Counties did not have a countywide system of electronic data storage for 
either sales or home characteristic data. Therefore, iii many cases, data had to be collected 
directly from the town or city assessor. In Kewaunee County, Joseph A. Jerabek of the town of 
Lincoln, Gary Taicher of the town of Red River, Melissa Daron of the towns of Casco, Pierce, 
and West Kewaunee, Michael Muelver of the town of Ahnapee and the city of Algoma, William 
Gerrits of the town of Casco, Joseph Griesbach Jr. of the town of Luxemburg, and David 
Dorschner of the city of Kewaunee all provided information. In Door County, Scott Tennessen 
of the town of Union and Gary Maccoux of the tov.ni of Brussels were similarly very helpful in 
providing information. Additionally, Andy Pelkey of Impact Consultants, Inc., John Holton of 
Associated Appraisal Consultants, Andy Bayliss of Dash Development Group, and Lue Van 
Asten of Action Appraisers & Consultants all assisted in extracting data from the myriad of 
storage systems used at the town and city level. The State of Wisconsin provided additional 
infonnation on older sales and sales validity, with Mary Gawryleski, James Bender, and Patrick 
Strabala from the Wisconsin Department of Revenue being extremely helpful. GIS data were 
obtained from Steve Hanson from Kewaunee County and Tom Haight from Door County. 

After collecting data from each municipality, a total of 810 vaUd single-family home sales 
transactions were available for analysis, ranging in time from 1996 to 2007. These sales ranged 
in price from $20,000 to $780,000, with a mean of $116,698, Because development of the wind 
facilities occurred relatively early in the study period, a large majority of die sales transactions, 
75% (n = 725), occurred after project construction had commenced. Of those, 64 had views of 
the mrbines, 14 of which had more dramatic than MINOR views, and 11 sales occurred within 
one mile. 

Area Statistics 

Study Period 
Begin 

2/2/1996 

Study Period 
End 

6/30/2007 

Number of 
Sales 
810 

Median 
Price 

S98,000 

Mean 
Price 

$116,698 

Minimum 
Price 

$20,000 

Maximum 
Price 

5780,000 

Facility Statistics 

Facility Name 
Red River 
Lincoln 

Number of 
MW 
11.2 
9_2 

Number of 
Turbines 

17 
14 

Announce 
Date 

Apr-98 
Aug-98 

Con-itruction 
Begin Date 

Jaii-99 
Jan-99 

Completion 
Date 

.Tiin-99 
JuB-99 

Turbine 
Maker 
Vesias 
Vestas 

Hub Height 
(Meters) 

65 
65 

Source: A WEA & Venr\'X Inc. 
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Variables of Interest Statistics 

Development Period 

Kewaunee/TKnir, WI (WIKCDC) 

View of Turbines 

Kewaaaee/Door, WI CVf'IKODC) 

Distance to 
Nearest Turbine 

Kewaunee/Uoor. WI (WTKCDC) 

Pre 
Announccnftcnt 

44 

Pre 
ConstructioB 

«5 

Pre 
Constmctioii 

85 

Post Announcement 
Pre C<mstruction 

41 

None 

661 

< a.57 Miles 

7 

1st Year After 
Construction 

68 

!\fiooi' 

50 

0.57-1.MUes 

4 

Zntl Year After 
Constractioa 

62 

M oiler ale 

9 

1 - 3 MiLes 

63 

2+ Years After 
Construction 

595 

Subst^ialial 

2 

3 - 5 MHcs 

213 

Extreme 

3 

> 5 MUes 

438 

Tota! 

810 

Total 

S U 

Total 

SIO 

Census Statistics 

Name 

AlooiTia 

Casco 
Luxemburg 
Ke^^-aimee 
Door 
Wiscoiisin 
US 

Type 

Towt! 
Town 
Town 

Coimty 
County 
Stale 

Countrv 

2007 
Population 

3,!86 
551 

2 224 
20,533 
27,811 

5,601,640 
301,139,947 

% Change 
Since 2000 

-4.7% 
-2.S% 
15.3% 
i .4% 
2.4% 
0 3 % 

6.a% 

Population 
Per Miie'^2 

1,305 
985 

1,076 
60 
5g 
103 
86 

Median 
Age 

41.8 
35.6 
32.0 
37.5 
42.9 
36.0 
37.9 

Median 
Income 

$ 39,344 
$ 53,406 
$ 53,906 
% 50,616 
$ 44,828 
$ 50,578 
% 50,233 

Median 
Hou.se 2007 

S 112,295 
S 141,281 
S 167,403 
S 148344 
S 193,540 
S 168,800 
S 243,742 

% Change 
Since 2000 

51% 
n./a 
nj'a 

57% 
57% 
50% 
46% 

Source: City-Data.com & Wikipedia. "% Change Since 2000" refers to the percentage change belween 
2000 and 2007 for the figures In the column to the left (population or median house price). "Town " 
signifies any municipality with less than 10,000 inhabitants, "n/a"signifies data not available. 
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A.7 PASC Study Area: Somerset County (Pennsylvania) 

Figure A - 8: Map of PASC Study Area 

\^07 J 
6 Miles/ 

^Source 
^̂ Somerset Ciiunty 
.tlawreViceBerkeley Nationslllalwtitorv 

Note: "Sold Homes " include all sold hornet both before and after constmction. 

Area Description 
This study area includes three wind facilities, Somerset (6 turbines, 9 MW, 210 ft hub height) to 
the North, Meyersdale (20 turbines, 30 MW, 262 ft hub height) to the South, and Green 
Mountain (8 turbines, 10 MW, 197 ft hub height) between them. All of the projects are located 
in Somerset County, roughly 75 miles southeast of Pittsburg in the Southwest section of 
Peimsylvania. None of the three facilities are separated by more than 10 miles, so all were 
included in one study area. To the North of the facilities is East-West U.S. Highway 70, which 
flanks the city of Somerset Connecting Somerset with points South is Coimty Route 219, which 
zigzags Southeast out of Somerset to the smaller towns of Berlin (not included in the data), 
Garret to the Southwest, and Meyersdale, which is Southeast of Garret. These to \̂̂ lS are flanked 
by two ridges that run from the Southwest to the Northeast. Because of these ridges and the 
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relatively high elevations of all of the towns, this area enjoys winter recreation, though the coal 
industry, which once dominated the area, is still an integral part of the community with mining 
occurring in many places up and down the ridges. Although many of the home sales in the 
sample occurred in the towns, a number of the sales are for homes situated outside of town 
corresponding to either rural, rural residential, or suburban land uses. 

Data Collection and Summary 
The County Assessor, Jane Risso, was extremely helpful, and assisted in providing sales and 
home characteristic data. Glen Wagner, the IT director, worked with Gary Zigler, the county 
GTS specialist, to extract both GIS and assessment data from the county records. Both Gary and 
Jane were extremely helpftal in fielding questions and providing additional information as needs 
arose. 

Tlie county provided a total of 742 valid residential single-family home sales transactions within 
four miles of the nearest wind turbine. All of the sales within three miles were used (n = 296), 
and a random sample (~ 44%) of those between three and four miles were used, yielding a total 
of 494 sales that occurred between May 1997 and March 2007. These sales ranged in price from 
$12,000 to $360,000, with a mean of S69,770. 291 sales (~ 60% of the 494) occurred after 
construction commenced on the nearest wind facility. Of these 291 sales, 73 have views of the 
turbines, 18 of which are more dramatic than MINOR, and 35 sales occurred within one mile,'^^ 

Area Statistics 

Study Period 
Be0n 

5/1/1997 

Study Period 
End 

3/1,̂ 2007 

Number of 
Saies 
494 

Median 
Price 

$62,000 

Mean 
Price 

$69,770 

Minimum 
Price 

$12,000 

Maximum 
Price 

$360,000 

^acilitv Statistics 

Faciiitv Name 
GreenMountain Witid Faim 
Somerset 
Meyersdale 

Number of 
MW 
10.4 
9-0 

30.0 

Number of 
Turbines 

8 
6 
20 

.4unouucc 
»a t c 

hm-99 
Apr-Oi 
Jan-03 

Coiistrucdon 
Begin Date 

Dec-99 
Jim-0] 
Sep-03 

Completion 
Date 

Mav-OO 
Oct-0] 
Dec-03 

Turbme 
Maker 
Nordex 
Enron 

•lEG Mico 

Hub Height 
(Meters) 

60 
64 
80 

Source: A WEA A Ventyx Inc. 

°̂̂  This study area was one of the earliest to have field work completed, and therefore tbe field data collection 
process was slower resulting in a lower number of trausaclions tlian many other study areas. 
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Variables of Interest Statistics 

Development Period 

Somerset, PA (PASC) 

View of Turbines 

Somerset, PA (P.4iSC) 

Distance to 
Nearest Turbine 

Somerset, PA (PASC) 

Pre 
Anaouacemcnt 

175 

Pre 
Construction 

203 

Pre 
Constnictioa 

203 

Post Anneunceinent 
Prii CuBstruction 

28 

None 

2tS 

< ft.57 Miles 

17 

1st Year After 
Constrmjtion 

46 

Minor 

55 

0.57 - 1 Miles 

18 

2nd Year After 
ConstrHctioa 

60 

Moderate 

15 

1 - 3 Mites 

132 

2+ Year* .After 
Construe rion 

185 

Substantial 

2 

3 - 5 Miles 

124 

Extreme 

1 

> 5 Miles 

0 

Total 

494 

Total 

494 

Total 

494 

Censns Statistics 

Name 

Somerset 
Berlin 
Gaii'ett 
Meyersdale 
Somerset Co 
Pennsylvania 
US 

Type 

Town 
Town 
TovvTi 
Town 

County 
State 

Couatiy 

2007 
Population 

6398 
2,092 
425 

2,296 
77.S61 

12,440,621 
301,139,947 

% Change 
Since 2000 

-4.8% 
^ . 0 % 
-4.7% 
-6.6% 
-2.7% 
1.3% 
6.&Ya 

Population 
Per Mile^2 

2,333 
2,310 
574 

2,739 
72 
277 
86 

Median 
Age 

40-2 
41,1 
34.5 
40.9 
40.2 
38.0 
37.9 

Median 
Income 

S 35,293 
S 35,498 
S 29,898 
S 29,950 
S 35,293 
S 48,576 
S 50,233 

Median 
House 2007 

S 123,175 
S 101,704 
S 54.525 
S 79,386 
S 94,500 
S 155,000 
S 243,742 

% Cliange 
Since 2000 

n/a 
n/a 
ii/a 

n/'a 
41% 
60% 
46% 

Source: City-Data.com & Wikipedia. "'% Change Since 2000" refers to the percentage change between 
2000 and 2007 for the figures in the column to the left (population or median house price). "Town " 
signifies any municipality with less than 10,000 inhabitants, "n/a " signifies data not available. 
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A.8 PAWC Study Area: Wayne County (Pennsylvania) 

Figure A - 9: IVtap of PAWC Study Area 

jSource 
pVWayne County' 
fLawrence'Berkeley.NaScin'al Li&oraiory 

V ' r - 1 * . -^I 

Note: "Sold Homes " include all sold homes both before and after construction. 

Area Description 
This study area includes the Waymart wind facility, which sits atop tlie North-South ridge 
nmning along the line separating Wayne County from Lackawanna and Susquehanna Counties in 
Northeast Pennsylvania. The 43 turbine {65 MW, 213 ft hub height) facility was erected in 2003, 
and can be seen from many locations in the study area and especially from the towns of Waymart, 
which sits East of the facility, and Forest City, which straddles Wayne and Susquehanna 
Counties North of the facility. The study area is dominated topographically by the ridgeline on 
which the wind turbines are located, but contains rolling hills and many streams, lakes, and 
natural ponds. Because of the undulating landscape, views of the wind facility can be 
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maintained from long distances, while some homes relatively near the turbines have no view of 
the turbines whatsoever. The area enjoys a substantial amount of second home ownership 
because of the bucolic scenic vistas, the high frequency of lakes and ponds, and the proximity to 
larger metropolitan areas such as Scranton, roughly 25 miles to the Southwest, and Wilkes-Barre 
a further 15 miles Southwest. 

Data Collection and Summary 
John Nolan, the County Chief Assessor, was very helpftil in overseeing the extraction of the data 
from county records. GIS specialist Aeron Lankford provided the GIS parcel data as well as 
other mapping layers, and Bruce Grandjean, the IT and Data Specialist, provided the sales and 
home characteristic data as well as fielding countless questions as they arose. Additionally, real 
estate brokers Dotti Korpics of Bethany, Kent Swartz of Re Max, and Tom Cush of Choice #1 
Country Real Estate were instrumental providing context for understanding the local market. 

The county provided data on 551 valid single-family transactions that occxirred between 1996 
and 2007, all of which were included in the sample. These sales ranged in price from S20,000 to 
$444,500, with a mean of Si 11,522. Because of the relatively recent development of the wind 
facility, only 40% (n = 222) of the sales transaction occurred after the construction of the facility 
had commenced. Of those sales, 43 (19%) had views of the turbines, ten of which had more 
dramatic than MINOR views, and 11 were situated within one mile. 

Area Statistics 
Study Period 

Begin 
7/12/1996 

Study Period 
End 

9/25/2006 

Number of 
Sales 
551 

Median 
Price 

$96,000 

Mean 
Price 

SH1,522 

Minimum 
Price 

S20,000 

Maximum 
Price 

§444,500 

facility Statistics 

FaciHtv Name 
Waymart Wind Fami 

Number of 
MW 
64.5 

Number of 
Turbines 

43 

Announce 
Date 

Feb-01 

Construction 
Begin Date 

Jun-03 

Completion 
Date 

Oct-03 

Turbine 
Maker 

GE Wind 

Hub Height 
(Meters) 

65 

Source: A WEA ^ Ventyx Inc. 

Variables of Interest Statistics 

Development Period 

Wayne, F.4 (P.4WC) 

View of Turbines 

VVayiie, IW (I'AWCl 

Distance to 
Nearest Turbine 

Wayne, P . \ (P.4WC) 

Pre 
Anaouncement 

223 

Pre 
CoastructioH 

329 

Pre 
Consti'tictioH 

329 

Post Anitouncemeat 
Pre Ctinstnicfion 

106 

None 

179 

< 0.57 Niiles 

I 

1st Year After 
Coastniction 

64 

Minor 

33 

0.57 - 1 .Miles 

XO 

2ad Year After 
Constmction 

71 

Moderate 

8 

1 -3 Miles 

95 

2+Years After 
Construction 

87 

Substantial 

2 

3 - 5 Miies 

55 

Extreme 

(1 

> 5 Miies 

61 

Total 

551 

Total 

551 

Total 

551 
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Census Statistics 

Name 

Waymart 
Forest City 
Promplon 
Wayne 
Laclcawaiina 
PeniLsylvania 
US 

Type 

Town 
Town 
Town 

County 
Comity 
State 

Country 

2007 
Population 

3,075 
!,743 
237 

51,708 
209,330 

12,440,621 
301,139.947 

% Change 
Since 2000 

116.0% 
-5.2% 
-1.6% 
5.9% 
-1.9% 
1.3% 
6.8% 

Population 
Per MUe'^2 

1,111 
1,929 
149 
71 

456 
277 
86 

Median 
Age 

41.7 
45.6 
41.9 
40.8 
40.3 
38.0 
37.9 

Median 
Income 

$ 43,797 
$ 32,039 
$ 30,322 
$ 41,279 
S 41,596 
$ 48,576 
S 50,233 

Median 
House 2007 

S 134,651 
$ 98,937 
S 162,547 
S 163,060 
S 134,400 
S 155,000 
S 243,742 

% Change 
Since 2000 

56% 
67% 
56% 
57% 
48% 
60% 
46% 

Source: City-Data.com <£ Wikipedia. "% Change Since 2000" refers to the percentage change between 
2000 and 2007for the figures in the column to the left (population or median house price). "Town " 
signifies any municipality with less than 10,000 inhabitants. 
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A.9 NYMCOC Study Area: Madison and Oneida Counties (New 
York) 

Figure A - 10: Map of NYTVICOC Study Area 

Map Prepared By;-LBNb 

Source 
Madison CDur£y 
Oneida County, 

• Sold Homes 

I ( US County Una 

-jr Turbines 

TT 
Lawrence'Bemeley National Laboratory 

..A.,... J-.- !s, .̂ rrd^ ^ ./ r\.--A _ , jf...̂ . .^rrd... .\...{ A. 
Note: "Soid Homes " include all sold homes both before and after construction. 

-̂e-
4 Miles 
J z. 

Area Description 
This study area surrounds the seven turbine (12 MW, 220 ft hub height) Madison wind facility, 
which sits atop an upland rise in Madison Comity, New York. The area is roughly 20 miles 
Southwest of Utica and 40 miles Southeast of Syracuse. The facility is flanked by the towns 
moving from the Soutliwest, clockvv ŝe around the rise, from Hamilton and Madison in Madison 
County, NY, to Oriskany Falls, Waterville, and Sangerfield in Oneida Count}', NY. Hamilton is 
the home of Colgate University, whose staff lives throughout the area around Hamilton and 
stretching up into the town of Madison. Accordingly, some development is occiuring near the 
college. To the Northeast, in Oneida County, the housing market is more depressed and less 
development is apparent. The study area in total is a mix of residential, rural residential, and 
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rural landscapes, with the largest portion being residential homes in the towns or immediately on 
their outskirts. The topography, although falling away from the location of the wind facility, 
does not do so dramatically, so small obstructions can obscure the views of the facility. 

Data Collection and Summary 
Data were obtained from both Madison and Oneida Counties for this study area. In Madison 
County, Kevin Orr, Mike Ellis, and Carol Brophy, all of County's Real Property Tax Services 
Department, were extremely helpful in obtaining the sales, home characteristic, and GIS data. In 
Oneida County, Jeff Quackenbush and Richard Reichert in the Planning Department were ver>' 
helpful in obtaining the county data. Additionally, discussions with real estate brokers Susanne 
Martin of Martin Real Estate, Nancy Proctor of Prudential, and Joel Arsenault of Century 21 
helped explain the housing market and the differences between Madison and Oneida Counties. 

Data on 463 valid sales transactions of single family residential homes that occurred between 
1996 and 2006 were obtained, all of which were located within seven miles of the wind facility. 
These sales ranged in price from S13,000 to $380,000, with a mean of S98,420. Roughly 75% {n 
= 346) of these sales occurred after construction commenced on the wind facility, of which 20 
could see the turbines, all of which were rated as having MINOR views, except one which had a 
MODERATE rating; only two sales involved homes that were situated inside of one mile. 

Area Statistics 
Study Period 

Begin 
1/6/1996 

Study Period 
find 

12/26/2006 

Number of 
Sales 
463 

Median 
Price 

S77,500 

Mean 
Price 

S98,420 

Minimum 
Price 

513,000 

Maximum 
Price 

S3SO,000 

''acilitv Statistics 

FaciSt>'Name 
Number of 

MW 
Number of 
Turbines 

Announce 
Date 

Construction 
Begin Bate 

Completion 
Date 

Turbine 
Maker 

Hub Height 
(Meters) 

MadiHon Wind^^ower 11.6 Jan-00 Mav-OO Sep-OQ Vestas 67 
Source: A. WEA. & Ventyx Inc. 

Variables of Interest Statistics 

Development Period 

Madison/Oncida, NY (AfYMCOO 

View of Turbines 

Madison/Oiieida, NY (MYMCOC) 

Distance to 
Nearest Turbine 
Madison/Oneida. NY (IVIYMCOC) 

Pre 
Announcement 

108 

Pre 
Const rucdoR 

117 

Pre 
Constmctioii 

117 

P o ^ Announcement 
Pre Construction 

9 

None 

326 

< 0.57 Miles 

1 

1st Year After 
Construction 

48 

Minor 

1? 

0.57 - 1 Miles 

1 

2nil Year After 
Constntction 

30 

Moderate 

1 

1 - 3 Miles 

80 

2+ Years After 
Construction 

268 

Substantial 

0 

3 - 5 Miles 

193 

Estreme 

0 

> 5 Miles 

71 

Total 

463 

Total 

463 

Total 

463 
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Census Statistics 

Name 

Madison 
Hamilton 
Orinlcanv Fal 
Watei-viile 
Sangeriield 
Madison 
Onetda. 
New York 
US 

Type 

Town 
TOWTI 

Town 
Town 
Town 

County 
County 
State 

Country 

2007 
Population 

304 
3,781 
1,413 
1J35 
2,626 
69,829 

232,304 
19,297,729 

301,139,947 

% Change 
Since 2000 

-2.9% 
1.9% 
-2.9% 
-3.2% 
-1,4% 
0.6% 
-1.3% 
1.7% 
6.8% 

Population 
Per Mile'^2 

605 
1,608 
1,703 
1,308 

85 
106 
192 
408 
86 

Median 
Age 

38.1 
20.8 
40.8 
37.S 
37.6 
36.1 
3S.2 
35.9 
37.9 

Median 
Income 

S 36,348 
$ 48,798 
$ 47,689 
S 46,692 
% 47,563 
$ 53,600 
$ 44,636 
$ 53,514 
$ 50,233 

Median 
House 2007 

S 94,734 
S 144,872 
S 105,934 
S 104,816 
S 106,213 
S 109,000 
S 102,300 
S 311,000 
S 243,742 

% Chanye 
Since 2000 

n;'a 
n/a 
n^a 
n/'a 
n/a 

39% 
40% 
109% 
46% 

Source: City-Data.com & Wikipedia. "% Change Since 2000" refers to the percentage change between 
2000 and 2007 for the figures in the column to the left (population or median house price). "Town " 
signifies any municipality with less than 10,000 inhabitants, "n/a " signifies data not available. 
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A.10 NYMC Study Area: Madison County (New York) 

Figure A - 11: Map of NYMC Study Area 

• Sold Homes 

+ Turbines 

i } us County Line 

1.25 2.5 SMiie&V 

"" • ^' . ' ' i ' ^ ' ^ 

Map Prepared By: LBNL 
fM 

.Source 
MadisonlSiunty' -
Ciwiince ̂ rkeley NatitHTal lab'ofatory 

Note: "Sold Homes " include all sold homes both before and after construction. 

Area Description 
This study area surrounds the 20 turbine (30 MW, 218 ft hub height) Fenner wind facility in 
Madison County, New York, roughly 20 miles East of Syracuse and 40 miles West of Utica in 
the middle of New York. The study area is dominated by two roughly parallel ridges. One, on 
which the Fenner facility is located, runs Southeast to Northwest and falls away towards the 
town of Canastota. The second ridge runs roughly North from Cazenovia, and falls away just 
South of the town of Chittenango. Surrounding these ridges is an undulating landscape with 
many water features, includh:^ die Chittenango Falls and Lake Cazenovia. A number of liigh-
priced homes are situated along the ridge to the North of Cazencvia, some of which are afforded 
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views of the lake and areas to the West, others with views to tlie East over the wind facility, and 
a few having significant panoramic views. The west side of the study area has a number of 
drivers to its real estate economy: it serves as a bedroom community for Syracuse, is the home to 
Cazenovia College, and enjoys a thriving summer recreational population. Canastota to the 
North, and Oneida to the East, are older industrial towns, both of which now serv'e as feeder 
communities for Syracuse because of easy access to Highway 90. Between the towns of 
Cazenovia and Canastota are many rural residential properties, some of which have been recently 
developed, but most of which are homes at least a half century old. 

Data Collection and Summary 
Data were obtained from the Madison County Real Property Tax Services department directed 
by Carol Brophy. As the first study area that was investigated, IT and mapping specialists Kevin 
Orr and Mike Ellis were subjected to a large number of questions from the study team and were 
enormously helpful in helping sliape what became the blueprint for other study areas. 
Additionally, real estate brokers Nancy Proctor of Prudential, Joel Arsenault of Century 21, Don 
Kinsley of Kingsley Real Estate, and Steve Harris of Cazenovia Real Estate were extremely 
helpftil in understanding the local market. 

Data on 693 valid sales transactions of single family residential staictures that occurred between 
1996 and 2006 were obtained, most of which were within five miles of the wind facility. These 
sales ranged in price from $26,000 to $575,000, with a mean of $124,575. Roughly 68% of 
these sales (n = 469) occurred after construction commenced on the wind facility, 13 of which 
were inside of one mile, and 74 of which had views of the tixrbines. Of that latter group, 24 have 
more dramatic than MINOR views of the turbines. 

Area Statistics 

Study Period 
Begin 

1/31/1996 

Study Period 
End 

9/29/2006 

Number of 
Sales 
693 

Mediaa 
Price 

$109,900 

Mean 
Price 

$124,575 

Minimum 
Price 

$26,000 

Maximum 
Price 

$575,000 

Facilitv Statistics 

Facility Name 
Fenner Wind Power Project 

Number of 
MW 

30 

Number of 
Turbines 

20 

Announce 
Date 

Dec-98 

Construction 
Be^n l>flte 

Mar-OI 

Compietion 
Date 

• Nov-01 

Turbine 
Maker 
Enî on 

Hub Height 
(Meters) 

66 

Source: AWEA & Ventyx Inc. 
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Variables of Interest Statistics 

Development Period 

M»disoR. NY (NYNIC 

View of Turbines 

Madbon, N\" {N^'>IC) 

Distance to 
Nearest Turbine 

Madisoa, NY (NYMC) 

Pre 
AjiDoimcmncRt 

59 

Pre 
Construction 

224 

Pre 
Construction 

224 

Post Announcement 
Pre Construction 

165 

None 

395 

< 0.57 Miles 

2 

1st Year Afler 
ConstrucEioD 

74 

Minor 

50 

0.57 - 1 Miies 

11 

2nd Year After 
Constniction 

70 

Moderate 

16 

1 - 3 Miles 

SO 

2+ Years After 
ConstTai:tioa 

325 

Substantia! 

S 

3 - 5 .VKles 

374 

Extreme 

0 

> 5 Miles 

2 

Total 

69i 

Total 

693 

Total 

693 

Census Statistics 

Name 

Cazenovia 
Chittenango 
Canastota 
Oneida 
Morrisville 
Madison 
New York 
US 

Type 

Towii 
Town 
Town 
Citv 

Town 
County' 
State 

Country 

2007 
Population 

2,835 
4,883 
4339 
10.791 
2,155 

69,829 
19,297,729 

301,139,947 

% Cliange 
Since 2000 

8.6% 
-0-5% 
-1.7% 
-1.7% 
0.6% 
0.6% 
i.7% 
6-8% 

Population 
Per Mile ̂ 2 

1,801 
2,000 
1,306 
490 

1,869 
106 
408 
86 

Median 
Age 

32.3 
36.0 
37.3 
36.9 
20.4 
36.1 
35.9 
37.9 

Median 
Income 

$ 5S,172 
$ 58,358 
$ 45,559 
S 47,173 
S 45,852 
$ 53,600 
S 53,514 
S 50,233 

Median 
House 2007 

$ 159,553 
S 104,845 
S 93,349 
S 99,305 
$ 102,352 
S 109,000 
S 311,000 
S 243,742 

% Cliange 
Since 2000 

n/a 
n/a 
n'a 
D/a. 
n/a 

39% 
109% 
46% 

Source: City-Data.com & Wikipedia. "% Change Since 2000" refers to the percentage change belween 
2000 and 2007for the figures in the column to the left (population or median house price). "Town " 
signifies any numicipality? with less than 10,000 inhabitants. "n./a " signifies data not available. 
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Appendix B: Methodology for Calculating Distances with GIS 
For each of the homes in the dataset, accurate measurements of the distance to the nearest wind 
turbine at the time of sale were needed, and therefore the exact locations of botli the turbines and 
the homes was required. Neither of these locations was available from a single source, but 
tlirough a combination of techniques, turbine and home locations w êre derived. This section 
describes the data and techniques used to establish accurate turbine and home locations, and the 
process for then calculating distances between the two. 

There were a number of possible starting points for mapping accurate wind turbine locations. 
First, the Energy Velocity data, which covered all study areas, provided a point estimate for 
project location, but did not provide individual turbine locations. The Federal Aviation 
Administration (FAA), because of permitting and aviation maps, maintains data on turbine 
locations, but at the time of this study, that data source did not cover all locations, contained data 
on structures that no longer exist, and was difficult to use."'^ Finally, in some cases, the counties 
had mapped the wind turbines into GIS, 

In the end, because no single dataset was readily available to serve all study areas, instead the 
variety of data sources described above was used to map and/or confirm the location of every 
turbine in the 10 study areas. The process began with high-resolution geocoded satellite and 
aerial ortho imagery that the United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) collects and 
maintains imder its National Agriculture Imagery Program (NAIP), and which covers virtually 
all of the areas in this investigation. Where needed, older ortho imagery from the USDA was 
used. Combining these data with the Energy Velocity data, and discussions with local officials, 
and maps provided by the county or the developer, locating and mapping all of the turbines in 
each study area was possible. 

Home locations were provided directly by some counties; in other cases, a parcel centroid was 
created as a proxy. ^̂ ^ In some situations, the centroid did not correspond to the actual house 
location, and therefore required fiirther refmement. This refinement was only required and 
conducted if the parcel was near the wind turbines, where the difference of a few hundred feet, 
for example, could alter its distance rating in a meaningful fashion, or when the parcel included a 
considerable amount of acreage, where inaccuracy in home location could be considerable. 
Therefore, parcels inside of 1.5 miles ofthe nearest wind turbme and of any size, and parcels 
outside of 1.5 miles and larger than 5 acres, were both examined using the USDA NAIF imagery 
to determine the exact home location. In cases where the parcel centroid was not centered over 
the home, the location was adjusted, using tlie ortho image as a guide, to the actual house 
location. 

With both tinbine and home locations identified, the next step was to determine distances 
between the tw^o. To do so, the date when each transaction in the sample occurred was taken into 

^̂^ A newer FAA database is now available That cleats up many of tiiese earlier concems. 
^" A "parcel centroid" is the mathematical center point of a polygon, and was determined by XTools Pro 
(yvŵw .xtoolspro. com) • 
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account, combined with the determination of which turbines were in existence at what time.'^^ 
Tliis required breaking the transactions in the sample into three categories: I) those occurring 
before any wind facility was announced in the study area, 2) those occurring after the first wind 
facility was announced in the area but before all development was complete in the area, and 3) 
those occurring after all wind development in the area was complete. Any sale that occurred 
before wind development was announced in the study area was coded with a distance to the 
neatest turbine derived from the actual turbine locations after all wind development had 
occurred.^'^ Homes that sold after all wind development had occurred were treated similarly, 
with distances derived firom the set of turbines in place after all development had taken place. 
The final set of homes - those that sold after announcement of the first facility, but before the 
constmction of the last - had to be treated, essentially, on a case by case basis. Some homes 
were located within five miles of one wind facility but more than five miles from another wind 
facility in tlie same smdy area (e.g., many homes in PASC). In this case the distance to that 
closer facility could be apphed in a similar fashion as would be the case if only one facility was 
erected (e.g., NYMC or PAWC). Another group of homes, those that sold during the 
development of the first fecility in the study area, were given the distance to that facility, 
regardless of distance to the other facilities in the study area. The final and most complicated 
group of homes consisted of those that were within five miles of multiple wind facilities, and that 
sold after the first facility had been erected. In those cases, the exact configuration of turbines 
was determined for each stage of the development process. In study areas with multiple facilities 
that were developed over multiple periods, there might be as many as six possible configurations 
(e.g., lABV). Tn this final scenario, the distance to the closest turbine was used, assuming it had 
been "announced" at the time of sale. 

Once the above process was complete, the mechanics of calculating distances from the turbines 
to the homes was straightforward. After establishing the location of a set of turbines, for 
instance tliose constructed in the first development in the area, a euclidian distance raster was 
derived that encompassed every home in the study area. ^̂ "̂  The calculations were made using a 
50-foot resolution state-plane projection and North American Datura from 1983 (NAD83). As 
discussed above, similar rasters were created for each period in the development cycle for each 
study area, depending on the tiwbine configuration at that time. Ultimately, a home's sale date 
was matched to the appropriate raster, and the underlying distance was extracted. Taking 
everything into accoimt discussed above, it is expected that these measurements are accurate to 

^ '̂  It is recognized tliat the formal date of sale will follow the date at which pricing decisions were made. It is also 
recognized, as mentioned in Section 3, that wind facility announcement and construction dates are likely to be 
preceded by '̂ mder die radar" discissions in the community. Taken together, these two factors might have the 
effect, inthemodel,ofcreaEing some apparent lag in when effects are shown, compared to the earlier period in 
whicii effects may begin lo occur. For this to bias the results, liowever. effects would liave to disappear or 
dramatically lesson witli time (e.g., less than one year after construction) such that the effects would not be 
uncovered with the models in later periods. Based on evidence from other potentially analogous infrastructure (e.g., 
HVTL), any fading of effects would likely occur over many years, so it is assumed that any bias is likely minimal. 
'̂ '̂  Tliese distances were used to cony)are homes sold, for iiislance, within 1 mile of where the turbines were 
eventually erected widi similar homes sold after the turbines were erected (see, for example, the Temporal Aspects 
Model). 
^̂•̂  A "Raster" is a grid of, in this case, 50 feet by 50 feet squares, each of which conrams a number representing the 
number of feet from the center of the square to the nearest Ixirbine. 
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within roughly 150 feet inside of 1.5 miles andwithinamaxiramnofroughlv 1150 feet outside 
of 1.5 miles. ̂ ^̂  

"̂  The resolution of ttie raster is 50 feet, so the hypotenuse is 70 feet. If the home is situated in the top left of a 
raster cell and the turbine is simated in the bottom right of a diagonally adjacent cell, they could be separated by as 
much as 140 feet, yet the raster distance would only be 50 feet, a difference of 90 feet. Moreover, the resolution of 
tiie Ortho image is 40 feet so that location could additionally be off by another 55 feet along the diagonal. These 
two xmcertainties toml to rou^ly 150 feet for homes inside of 1.5 miles. Outside of 1.5 miles the variation between 
centroid and house location for parcels smaller than 5 acres could be larger still. If a 4.9 acre parcel had a highly 
iiregulanectangularshapeof 102by 2100 feet, for instance, the centroid could be as much as 1050 feet from the 
property line. If the home was situated 50 feet from ihe property line theo the actual house location coiild be off by 
as much as iOOO feet. Adding this to the 150 feet from above leads to a total discrepancy of 1150 feet (0.22 miles) 
for homes outside of 1.5 miles on parcels smaller than 5 acres. Of course, these extreme scenarios are highly 
imlikely to be prevalent. 
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Appendix C: Field Data Collection Instrument 

Figure A - 12: Field Data Collection Instrument 
House # (Contioi'' Key #) 
House Address 

Home Characteristics 
Cul-De-Sac? 

Scenic Vista Characteristics 

County 1 

No(0)/Yes(l) 
1 House Photo NmiEiber(s) 
1 Waterfront?^ NofOT/Yes(l) 

1 
V'ista Photo Numbers 

Overall Qiiaiityof Scenic Vista: Poor(l) , Below Average (2), Average (3), Above Average (4). Premium (5) 

1 
View of Turbines Characteristics 
Total # o f furbines visible 
# of Turbines- blade tips only visible 
# of Turbines- naceile/lnib visible 
# of Turbines- tower visible 

* 

' 
View Pijoto Numbers 

Orientation of Home to View: See Below 
S i ^ (S), Front (F), Back (B), Angled (A) 

i 1 
View Scope: Narrow(l), Medium(2), Widef3) 

1 ] 
The De^ee to which the View of Turbines Dominate the Site? 
Noo-Existenl (0), Minor (1). Modei-ate (2), Substantial (5), Extreme (4) 

Degree to which rhe Turbines Overlap the Prominent Scenic Vista? 
Not at all (0), Barely (1), Somewhat (2), Strongly (3>, Entirely (4) 

I I I I I 
Notes: 
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Figure A - 13: Field Data Collection Instrument - Instructions - Page 1 
Home Characteristics 
Ctd-De-Sac? No(0),Yes(I) 

tt-^ier&ont? No(0>Yefi(l) 

Ts the home situated on a cui-de-sac? 

Is Ihe liome situated on the waterfi'ont? 

"Vista" Characteristics 

Overall Quaiitj' of Scenic Vista: 
Poor (!) 

Overall Quality of Scenic Visla: 
Below Average (2> 

Cfverall Quality of Scenic Vista: 
A\'erage (3) 

0^'erall Quality of Scenic Vista:. 
Above Av^age (4) 

CH'erall (^lality of Scenic VisTa: 
Premium (5) 

Degree Turbines Overlap Prominent 
Vista? Not at all (0)) 

De^ee Turbines Overiap Proininent 
Vista? Barely (I) 

Degree Turbines Overli^ Prominent 
Vista? Somewhat {2) 

Degree Tutbines Overiap Prominent 
Viata? Strongly (3) 

Degree Tiirismes Overlap Promineiit 
Vista? Entirely (4) 

Thin rating is reserved for vistas of unmistak^ly poor quality. These vistas are often dominated by 
visually discordant nian-made alterations (not considering turbines), or are uncomfortable spaces for 
people, lade interest, or have virtually no recreational potenUal. 

'Ilie home's viKa is of the below averi^e quality, 'IIKSC vistas contain visually discordant man-made 
alleruiions (not considering turbines) but are n<A dominated by them. They are not inviting spaces for 
people, but are not uncomfortable, ibey have little interest, mystery and have minor recreational 
potential. 

The home's vista is of tlie average quality. These vistas include interesting views which can be 
enjoj'ed often only a narrow scope. These vistas may contain some visually discordani mim-made 
alterations (not considering Uirbines), are moderately comfortable spaces for pco3)ie, have sonie 
interest, and have minor reo-eationai potential. 

The \ista from the home is of above average quality. Tliese vistas include interesting views which 
Olsten can be enjoj'ed ia a inciSuin to wde scope. They might contain some majt made alterations (not 
considering turbines), yet still possess significant interest and mystery, are moderdlely balanced and 
have some potential for recreation. 

This rating is reserved for vistas of unmistakably' premium quality. These vistas would include 
"picture post card" views wliich can be enjoyed in a wide scope. They are often free or largely free of 
any discordant man made alterations (not ccKisidcring turbines), possess sigiiificaiit interest, 
memorable qualities, mystery and are well balanced and likely have a high potential for recreation. 

The vista does not contain any view of the turbines. 

A small portion (—0 - 20%)ofthe vjsta is overiappedby the view of turf)incstlieretbrc the vista might 
comain a view of a few tuifcines, only a few of which can be seen entirely (from below the svi^sp of 
the blades to The top of their tips). 

A moderate portion (-IQ-SCf/o) of the vista contains turbines, and Hkely contains a view of more ihiui 
one turbine, some of whiob are likely to be seen entirely (lixim below the sweep of die blades to the 
top of tiieir tips). 

Al2rgeporiion(~50-3ffi^o)of the vi^a contains a •view of turbines, many of wliich likely can be seen 
entirely (from below the ŝ veep of the blades to the top of their tips). 

This rating is reserved for situations uliere die turbines overlap virtually the aifire (-80-100%) -vista 
from the home. The vista likely contains a view of many tuibines, virtually all of which can be seen 
entirely (from below tbe .sweep of die blades to the top of their tips). 
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Figure A - 14: Field Data Collection Instrument - Instructions - Page 2 

View of Turbines Characterist 
House Orienta^on to View of Turbines: 
Side (S) 

Mouse Clrientation to View of Turbines: 
Front (F> 

Hatise Orientation to Vista of Tru-bines: 
Back (B) 

House Orientation to Vista of I'urbines: 
Angled (A) 

View of Turbines Scope: Narrow{l) 

View of Turbines Scope: Medturn(2) 

View of Turbines Scope: Wid<3) 

Degree to which View of Turbines 
Domiuittes the Site? None (0) 

Degree to wliich View of Turbines 
Dominates the Site? Minor (1) 

Degree to which View of Turbines 
Dominates the Site? Moderate (2) 

Degree to which View of Turbines 
Dominates the Site? 
Substantial (3) 

Degree to which View of Turijiiies 
Dominates the Site? 
Extreme (4) 

Orientation of home to the ^iew of the turbines is from the side. 

Orier^ationofhometo tlie view of the turbines is from the Inint 

Orientation of home to tbe view of the turbines is from the back. 

Orientation of home to the viewof die turbines is from an angle. 

Ilie view of the turbines is largely blocked by trees, large shrubs or man made features in the 
foregî ound (0-300 iect) allowing 0-30 degrees of view of tlie wind fecility 

The view oflurbines is partially blocked by trees, large shrubs or man made features in the tbreground 
(0-300 feet) allowing only30-90degreesof viewof the wind facili^. 

'fhe view of the tutbines is firee or almosi free from blockages by trees, large sluubs of man made 
ieaixues in tlie foreground (0-300 feet) allowing at least 90 d^^rees of view of the wind facifrty. 

The turbines are not visible at all firom this home. 

The tuil>ines are visible but either fhe scope is narrow, there are many obstructions, of the distance 
between the home and fhe facility is large. 

The niibines are visible but the scope is either narrow or medium, there niigbt be somî  obstructions, 
and the distance between the home and the fecilily is most likely a few miles. 

The ttirbines are dramatically visible from the home. The mrbines are likely visible in a wide scope, 
and most likely fhe distance between the home and the fiicility is short. 

iliis rating is reserved for sites that axe unmistakably dominated by the presence of the windfarm. 
The turbines are dramatically visible from the home and there is a looming quality to their placement. 
Ibe turbines are often visible iu a wide scc^e. or the distance to the facility is very snaall. 
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Appendix D: Vista Ratings with Photos 
POOR \aSTA 

BELOW AVER.AGE VIST.A 

AVERAGE VISTA 
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PREMIUM VISTA 

c : ' •¥£- ' 

B^^^MiMltoi 
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Appendix E: View Ratings with Photos 
MINOR VIEW 

w • 
I 
1_ 

J mrbines \i'siNe fi'om from orienlatmn, nearest 1.4 mUei fl'} 

MODERATE VIEW 

18 mrbines vKiblefrom back orientation, nearest 1.6 miles (ILLC) 

5 mrbines visible from front oiienlarion, neare.'̂ t 0.9 miles {T̂ TMC) 

rt mrbinas vi.viblefrom hack orienlation, nearest 0.8 mile.i (F-iSCj 

90 mrbines visible from allorientarions. nearest 0.6 miles (lABV) 27 turbines visible from multiple orientations, nearest 0.6 miles 
fTXHQ 
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6 turbines visible from mullipk orientations, nearest 0.2 miles 
(WIKCDC) 

212 turbines visible from alt orientations, nearest 0.4 miles (I.4BV) 
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Appendix F: Selecting the Primary ("Base") Hedonic Model 
Equation (1) as described in Section 4.2 is presented in this report as the primary (or ''Base") 
model to which all other models are compared. As noted earlier, in the Base Hedonic Model and 
in all subsequent models presented in Section 5 all variables of interest, spatial adjustments, and 
home and site characteristics are pooled, and therefore their estimates represent the average 
across all study areas. Ideally, one would have enough data to estimate a model at the study area 
level - a fully unrestricted model - rather than pooled across all areas. In this appendix, 
altemative model forms are presented tliat unrestrict these variables at the Level of study areas. 
As shown here, these investigations ultimately encouraged the selection of the somewhat simpler 
pooled Base Model as the primary model, and to continue to use restricted or pooled models in 
the alternative hedonic analyses, 

F,l Discussion of Fully Unrestricted Model Form 
The .Base Model described by equation (1) has variables that are pooled, and the coefficients for 
these variables therefore represent the average across all study areas (after accounting for study 
area fixed effects). An altemative (and arguably superior) approach would be to estimate 
coefficients at the level of each study area, thereby allowing coefficient values to vary among 
study areas. ̂  '̂  This fully interacted - or imrestricted - model would take the following form: 

MP)-A+E;^I(N-S)+XA(Y)+XA{X-S)+2:A(VIEW-S)+ 
^ ^ (F13) 

^/35(DISTANCE-S)+^ 
d 

where 
P represents the inflation-adjusted sale price, 
N is the spatially weighted neighbors' predicted sale price, 
S is a vector ofs study areas (e.g., WAOR, OKCC, etc.), 
Y is a vector of c study area locational characteristics (e.g., census tract, school district, etc.), 
X is a vector ofk home and site characteristics (e.g., acres, square feet, number of bathrooms, 
condition of the home, age of home, VISTA, etc.), 
VIEW is a vector of v categorical \iew of turbine variables (e.g., MINOR, MODERATE, 
etc.), 
DISTANCE is a vector of d categorical distance to turbine variables (e.g., less than 3000 feet, 
between one and three miles, etc.), 
]3o is the constant or intercept across die full sample, 
j3i is a vector ofs parameter estimates for the spatially weighted neighbor's predicted sale 
price for S study areas, 
j32 is a vector ofc parameter estimates for the study area locational fixed effect variables, 
p3 is a vector of ^parameter estimates for the home and site characteristics for S study areas, 
34 is a vector of v parameter estimates for the VIEW variables as compared to homes sold 
with no view of the turbines for S smdy areas. 

'̂̂  For instaBce, the marginal contribution of Acres (the number of acres) to the selling price would be estimated for 
each sludy area (i.e., Acres_WAOR, Acres__TXHC etc.), as wotild the variables of interest: MEW and DISTANCE. 
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p5 is a vector of d parameter estimates for the DISTANCE variables as compared to homes 
sold siuiated outside of five miles for S study areas, and 
s is a random disturbance term. 

To refresh, the fully restricted equation (1) takes the following form: 

ln (P) = / ? „ + A N + X A S + i ; A X + i ; /?4VIEW + X A D I S T A N C E + ^ (1) 
s k V d 

where 
P represents the inflation-adjusted sale price, 
N is the spatially weighted neighbors' predicted sale price, 
S is die vector of .s Study Area fixed effects variables (e.g., WAOR, OKCC, etc.), 
X is a vector of ^ home and site characteristics (e.g., acres, square feet, number of bathrooms, 
condition of the home, age of home, VISTA, etc), 
VIEW is a vector of v categorical view of turbine variables (e.g., MINOR, MODERATE, etc.), 
DISTANCE is a vector o i d categorical distance to turbine variables (e.g., less than 3000 feet, 
between one and three miles, etc.), 
po is the constant or intercept across the full sample, 
p; is a parameter estimate for the spatially weighted neighbor's predicted sale price, 
% is a vector ofs parameter estimates for the study area fixed effects as compared to homes sold 
in the Washington/Oregon (WAOR) study area, 
pi is a vector of ^parameter estimates for the home and site characteristics, 
P^ is a vector of v parameter estimates for the VIEW variables as compared to homes sold with 
no view of the turbines, 
pj is a vector of c/parameter estimates for the DISTANCE variables as compared to homes sold 
situated outside of five miles, and 
e is a random disturbance term. 

The significant change between equations (1) and (F13) is that each of the primary groups of 
variables in equation (Fl 3) is interacted with the study areas (S) so that parameters can be 
estimated at the smdy area level. For example, whereas ACRES is estimated in equation (1) 
across all study areas, in equation (F13) it is estimated for each study area (i.e., Acres_WAOR, 
Acres_TXHC, etc).^^^ Similarly, when considering the possible impact of wind facilities on 
residential sales prices, equation (1) seeks avemge effects that exist over fhe entire sample, while 
equation (F13) instead looks for differential effects in each individual smdy area. Additionally, 
in equation (F13), instead of estimating fixed effects using inter-study area parameters alone (e.g., 
WAOR, TXHC), a set of intra-study area effects (Y) - school district and census tract 
delineations - are added. ̂  ̂ ^ These latter coefficients represent not only effects that are presiuned 

^̂^ This change is made because, theoretically, die contribution to sales prices of home or site characteristics may 
diifer between study areas - for instance Central_AC in Texas vs. New York - and therefore estimating them at the 
study area level may mcrease tiie explanatory power of the model. 
'̂̂  In the evaluation and selection of die best model to use as the "Base Model" a set of census tract and school 

district delineations were used instead of the study area ftxed effects. These more-granular fixed effects were 
extracted from GIS using house locations and census tract and school district polygons. Often, die school district 
and census tract delineations were not mutually exclusive. For example, in Wisconsin the WIKCDC study area 
contains foiu" school districts and six census tracts, none of which completely overlap. Alternatively, iu some study 
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to exist over each entire study area (inter-study area effects), but also intra-study area effects 
such as differences in home valuation due to school districts, distances to amenities, and other 
locationally bound influences. As with the inter-study area coefficients, because of the myriad 
influences captured by these variables, interpretation of any single coefficient can be difficult. 
However, it is expected that such coefficients would be influential, indicating significant 
differences in value between homes in each study area and across study areas due to school 
district quality and factors that differ between census tracts (e.g., crime rates). 

Although the fully unrestricted model described by equation (F13) is arguably superior to the 
fully restricted model described in equation (1) because of its ability to resolve differences 
between and within study areas that are not captured by the Base Model, there are three potential 
drawbacks: 
• Model parsimony and performance; 
• Standard error magnimdes; and 
• Parameter estimate stability. 

Each of these potential drawbacks is discussed in turn below: 

Model parsimony and performance: In general, econometricians prefer a simpler, more 
parsimonious statistical model. In this instance, variables should be added to a model only if 
tlieir addition is strongly supported by theory and if the performance of the model is substantially 
improved by their inclusion. As such, if a model with a relatively small number of parameters 
perfomis well, it should be preferred to a model with more parameters unless the simple model 
can be "proven to be inadequate" (Newman, 1956). To prove the inadequacy of a simpler model 
requires a significant increase in perfonnance to be exhibited from the more complex model. In 
this case, as presented later, performance is measured using the combination of Adjusted R^, 
Modified R ,̂ and the Schwarz information criterion (see foomote 119 on page 127). 

Standard error magnitudes: The magnitude of the standard errors for the variables of interest, 
as well as the other controlling variables, are likely to increase in the unrestricted model form 
because the number of cases for each variable will decrease when they are estimated at the study 
area level. Within each study area, there are a limited number of home transactions that meet the 
criteria for inclusion in the model, but even more limiting is the number of home transactions 
within each study area that have the characteristics of interest. For example, in Lee County, IL 
(ILLC), there are 205 post-constaicrion home sales, while in Wayne County, PA (PAWC) there 
are 222, More importantly, in those areas, the data include a total of one and eleven sales inside 
of one mile, respectively, and a total of one and two homes with either EXTREME or 
SUBSTANTIAL rated views of turbines. With so few observations, there is increased likeHhood 
that a single or small group of obser\'ations will strongly influence the sample mean of an 
independent variable. Since the standard error is derived from the variance of the parameter 
estimate, which in tum is derived from the summed deviation of each observation's acmal level 
relative to its sample mean, this standard error is more likely to be larger than if a larger sample 
were considered. If the presence of wind facilities does have a detrimental effect on property 

areas the school district and census tracts perfectly overlapped, and in those cases either botli were omitted as the 
reference category or one was included and the oAer withdrawn from llie model to prevent perfect collinearity. 
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values, that effect seems likely to be relatively small, at least outside of the immediate vicinity of 
the wind turbines. The smaller sample sizes for the independent variables that come with the 
unrestricted model, which may decrease statistical precision by producing larger standard errors, 
would likely decrease the ability to accurately identify these possible effects statistically. To 
explore the magnitude of this concem, the difference in standard errors of the variables of 
interest is investigated among the restricted and unrestricted models. 

Parameter estimate stability: In an unrestricted model, parameter estimates are more likely to 
be unstable because the sample of home transactions with any particular characteristic may be 
small and thus not representative of the population as a whole. As mentioned above, there are a 
limited number of transactions within each study area that have the characteristics of interest. 
Restricting the sample size by using an unrestricted model increases the hkelihood that a limited 
number of observations, which in the population as a whole represent a very small segment, will 
drive the results in one direction or another, thereby leading to erroneous conclusions. The 
difference in parameter estimates is investigated by comparing the coeflicients for the 
unrestricted variables of interest to those for the restricted variables of interest. Additionally, the 
sign of any significant variables will be investigated for the unrestricted models, which might 
help uncover potentially spurious results. 

F.2 Analysis of Alterative Model Forms 
Here the spectnim of altemative models is explored, from the folly restricted equation (1) to the 
fully unrestricted equation (F13). To do so, not only are these two ends of the spectrum 
estimated, but also 14 intermediate models are estimated that consist of every combination of 
restriction of the four variable groups (i.e., variables of interest, spatial adjustments, study area 
dehneations, and home and site characteristics). This produces a total of 16 models over which 
to assess model parsimony and performance, standard error size, and coefficient stability. This 
process allows for an understanding of model performance but, more importantly, to uhimately 
define a "Base Model" that is parsimonious (i.e., has the fewest parameters), robust (i.e., high 
adjusted R^), and best fits the purpose of investigating wind facility impacts on home sales prices. 

Table A - 2 presents the performance statistics for each of the 16 models defined above, moving 
from the fully restricted model equation (1) ("Model 1") to the fully unrestricted model equation 
(FI3) ("Model 16"). In columns 2 - 5 of the table, the "R" represents a restriction for this 
variable group (i.e,, not crossed with the study areas) and the "U" represents the case when the 
variable group is unrestricted (i.e., crossed witii the study areas). Also shown are summary 
model statistics (i.e., AdjitstedR^, Modified R^, and Schwarz information criterion - "SIC"), as 
well as the number of estimated parameters {kf ^ ̂ ^ All models were nm using fhe post-
constmction data subset of the sample of home sales transactions (n = 4,937). 

^̂^ Goldberger (1991), as cited by Gujarati (2003), suggests using a Modified R- = {1 - k/n) * R̂  to adjust for added 
parameters. For example, Models 1 and 14 have Modified R~ of 0.76, yet Adjusted R̂  of 0.77 and 0.78 respectively. 
Therefore the Modified R" penalizes their measure of explanatory power more than the Adjusted R" when taking 
into account the degrees of freedom. Similarly, the Schwarz information criterion penalizes the models for 
increased numbers of parameters (Schwarz, 1978). More importantly, practitioners often rely on the Schwarz 
criterion - over the Modified or Adjusted R̂  statistics - to rank models with the same dependent ̂ -ariable by their 
relative parsimony (Gi^arati, 2003). Therefore it will be used for that purpose here. 
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Model Parsimony and Performance 
Overall, the fiilly restricted model (1) performs well witii only 37 independent variables, 
producing an Adjusted R^ of 0.77. Despite the limited number of explanatory variables, the 
model explains - 7 7 % of the variation in home prices in the sample. When the fully imrestricted 
model 16 (equation F13) is estimated, which lies at the other end of the spectrum, it performs 
only slightly better, with an Adjusted R^ of 0.81, but with an additional 285 explanatory 
variables. It is therefore not surprising that the Modified R^ is 0.76 for Model 1 and is only 0.77 
for Model 16. Similarly, the Schwarz information criterion (STC) increases from O.OSS to 0 J 1 0 
when moving from model 1 to model 16 indicating relatively less parsimony. Combined, these 
metrics show that tiie improvement in the explanatory power of model 16 over model 1 is not 
enough to overcome the lack of parsimony. Tuming to the 14 models that lie between Models 1 
and 16, in general, little improvement in performance is found over Model 1, and considerably 
less parsimony, providing little initial justification to pursue a more complex specification than 
equation (1). 

Tab le A -

Model ' 

1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
S 
9 
10 
11 
12 
13 
14 
15 
16 

2: S u m m a r i z e d Resul ts of Res t r ic ted a n d Unres t r i c t ed Mode l F o r m s 

Study 

Area ^ 
R 
U 
R 
R 
R 
U 
R 
R 
U 
U 
R 
U 
R 

u 
u 
u 

spatial 
Adjustment 

R 
R 
U 
R 
R 
U 
U 
R 
R 
R 
U 
U 

u 
a 
R 

u 

Home and Site 
Characteristics 

R 
R 
R 
U 
R 
R 
U 
U 
U 
R 
R 
U 
U 
R 

u 
U 

Variables 
of Interest 

R 
R 
R 
R 
U 
R 
R 
U 
R 
U 

u 
R 
U 

u 
u 
u 

AdJR^-

0,77 
0.74 

0.77 

0.80 

0.77 
0.78 

0.80 

O.SO 
0.80 
0.76 
0.77 
0.81 

0.80 
0.78 

0.80 

0.81 

Modified 

R^ 

0.76 
0.73 
0.76 

0.78 
0.76 
0.76 

0.77 

0.77 
0.77 
0.75 

0.76 
0.77 

0.77 

0.76 

0.76 
0.77 

SIC 
0.088 

0.110 

0.088 
0.095 
0.093 

0.094 

0.096 
0.101 
0.107 

0.107 
0.094 

0.103 
0.103 

O.I 00 

0.113 
0.110 

kf 
37 
i n 
46 
188 
88 
120 
197 
239 
262 
162 
97 

271 
248 . 

171 
313 
322 

"R " indicates parameters are pooled ("restricted") across the study areas. 
"U" indicates parameters are not pooled ("unrestricted"), and are instead estimated at the study area 
level. 
1 - Model numbers do not correspond to equation numbers listed in fhe report; equation (1) is 
Model I, and equation (Fl) is Model 16. 
2-In its restricted form "Study Area" includes only inter-study area delineations, while unrestricted 
"Study Area" includes intra-study area delineations of school district and census tract. 
t - Numbers of parameters do not include intercept or omitted variables. 

The individual contributions to model performance from unrestricting each of the variable 
groups in tiun (as shown in Models 2-5) further emphasizes the small performance gains that are 
earned despite the sizable increases in the number of parameters. As a single group, the 
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unrestricted Home and Site Characteristics model (Model 4) makes the largest impact on model 
performance, at least with respect to the Adjusted R"̂  (0.80), but this comes with the addition of 
151 estimated parameters a sHght improvement in the Modified R^ (0.7S) and a worsening SIC 
(0.095). Adding unrestricted Study Area delineations (Model 2), on the other hand, adversely 
affects performance (Adj. R^ == 0.74, Modified R^ ^ 0.73) and adds 74 estimated parameters (SIC 
^0.110). Similarly, unrestricting the Spatial Adjustments (Model 3) offers little improvement in 
performance (Adj. R^ = 0.77, Modified R^ = 0.76) despite adding nine additional variables (SIC 
= 0.088). Finally, unrestricting the Variables of Interest (Model 5) does not increase model 
performance (Adj. R^ = 0.77, Modified R" - 0.76) and adds 51 variables to the model (SIC -
0.093). This pattern of little model improvement yet considerable increases in the number of 
estimated parameters (i.e., less parsimony) continues when pairs or trios of variable groups are 
unrestricted. With an Adjusted R^ of 0.77, fhe fully restricted equation (1) performs more than 
adequately, and is, by far, tiie most parsimonious. 

Standard Error Magnitudes 
Table A - 3 simimarizes the standard errors for the variables of interest for all of the 16 models, 
grouped into restricted and unrestricted model categories. The table specifically compares the 
medians, minimums, and maximums of the standard errors for the models with restricted 
variables of interest (1, 2, 3, 4, 6, 7, 9 and 12) to those with mirestricted variables of interest (5, 8, 
10, 11, 13, 14, 15andl6). '"^ The table demonstrates that the unrestricted standard errors for the 
variables of interest are significantly larger than the restricted standard errors. In fact, the 
minimum standard errors in the imrestricted models are often higher than the maximum standard 
errors produced in the restricted models. For example, the maximum standard error for an 
EXTREME VIEW in the restricted models is 0.09, yet the minimimi in the unrestricted models is 
0.12, with a maximum of 0.34. To put this result in a different light, a median standard error for 
the unrestricted EXTREME VIEW variable of 0.25 would require an effect on house prices 
larger than 50% to be considered statistically significant at the 90% level. Clearly, the statistical 
power of the unrestricted models is weak. Based on other disamenities, as discussed in 
Section 2.1, an effect of tbis magnitude is very unlikely. Therefore, based on these standard 
errors, there is no apparent reason to unrestrict the variables of interest. 

'̂ ^ For the resfficted models, the medians, minimums, and maximums are derived across all eigiu models for each 
variable of interest. For tlie unrestricted models, they are derived across all study areas and all eight models for each 
variable of interest. 
^̂^ At 90% confidence a standard error of 0.25 would produce a confidence interval of roughly +/- 0.42 (0.25 * 
1.67). An effect of this magnitude represents a 52% change in sales prices because sales price is in. a natural log 
form (6^042-1=0.52). 
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Table A - 3: Summary of VOI Standard Errors for Restricted and Unrestricted Models 

Standard Errors 

Minor View 
Moderate View 
Substantial View 
Extreme View 
Inside 3000 Feet 
Between 3000 Feet and 1 Mile 
Between 1 and 3 Miies 
Between 3 and 5 Miles 

Restricted Models 
Standard Errors 

Median 
0.01 
0.03 
0.05 
0.08 
0.05 
0.04 
0.02 
0.01 

Min 
0.01 
0.03 
0.05 
0.08 
0.05 
0.04 
0.02 
0.01 

Max 
0.02 
0,03 
0,06 
0.09 
0.06 
0.05 
0.02 
0.02 

Unrestricted Models 
Standard Errors 

Median 
0.05 
0.10 
0.19 
0.25 
0.21 
0.13 
0.05 
0.05 

Mill 
0.03 
0.06 
0.10 
0.12 
0.09 
0.0^ 
0.02 
0.02 

Max 
0.07 
0.18 
0.29 
0.34 
0.33 
0.40 
0.11 
0.10 

Parameter Estimate Stability 
Table A - 4 summarizes the coefficient estimates for the variables of interest for all of the 16 
models. The table specifically compares the medians, minimums, and maximums of the 
coefficients for the models with restricted variables of interest (1, 2, 3, 4, 6, 7, 9 and 12) to those 
with umestricted variables of interest (5, 8, 10, 11, 13, 14, 15 and 16). As shown, the 
coefficients in the unrestricted models diverge significantly from those in the restricted models. 
For example, in the restricted models, the median coefficient for homes inside of 3000 feet is 
-0.03, with a minimum of -0.06 and a maximum of -0.01, yet in the unrestricted models the 
median coefficient is 0.06, with a minimum of-0.38 and a maximum of 0.32. Similarly, a 
MODERATE VIEW in the restricted models has a median of 0.00, with a minimum of -0.01 and 
a maximum of 0,03, whereas fhe unrestricted models produce coefficients with a median of -0.05 
and with a minimum of-0.25 and a maximum of 0.35. 

Table A - 4: Summary of VOI Coefficients for Restricted and Unrestricted Models 

Parameters 

Minor View 
Moderate View 
Substantial View 
Extreme View 
Inside 3000 Feet 
Between 3000 Feet and 1 Mile 
Between 1 and 3 Miles 
Betweea 3 and 5 Miles 

Restricted Models 
Coefficients 

Median 
-0.02 
0.00 
-0.01 
0.03 
-0.03 
-0.04 
-0.01 
0.02 

Min 
-0.03 
-0.01 
-0.04 
0.02 
-0.06 
-0.06 
-0.03 
0.01 

Max 
0.00 
0.03 
0.02 
0.05 
-0.01 
-0.01 
0.02 
0.04 

Unrestricted Models 
Coefficients 

Median 
-0.02 
-0.05 
-0.08 
-0.03 
0.06 
-0.10 
0.00 
0.05 

Min 
-0.16 
-0.25 
-0.31 
-0.23 
-0.38 
-0.44 
-0.23 
-0.05 

Max 
0.24 
0.35 
0.13 
0.09 
0.32 
0.52 
0.40 
0.32 

Turning from the levels of the coefficients to the stability of their statistical significance and sign 
across models more reasons for concem are found. Table A - 5 summarizes the results of the 
unrestricted models, and presents the number of statistically significant variables of interest as a 
percent of tiie total estimated. The table also breaks these results down into two groups, those 
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with coefficients above zero and those witii coefficients below zero. ̂ "̂  It should be emphasized 
here that it is the a priori expectation that, if effects exist, all of tiiese coefficients would be less 
than zero, indicating an adverse effect on home prices from proximity to and views of wind 
turbines. Despite that expectation, when the variables of interest are unrestricted it is found that 
they are as likely to be above zero as they are below. ̂ ^̂  In effect, the small numbers of cases 
available for analysis at the study area level produce unstable results, likely because the 
estimates are being unduly influenced by either smdy area specific effects that are not capmred 
by the model or by a limited number of observations that represents a larger fraction of the 
overall sample in that model. ̂ "̂̂  

Table A - 5: Summary of Significant V^OI Above and Below Zero in Unrestricted Models 

Significant Variables 

Minor View 
Moderate View 
Substantial View 
Extreme View 
Inside 3000 Feet 
Between 3000 Feet and 1 Mile 
Between 1 and 3 Miles 
Between 3 and 5 Miles 

Unrestricted Models 

Total 
32% 
23% 
4% 
0% 

23% 
30% 
56% 
45% 

Below 
Zero 
14% 
11% 
4% 
0% 
15% 
14% 
32% 
3% 

Above 
Zero 
18% 
13% 
0% 
0% 
8% 
16% 
24% 
43% 

F.3 Selecting a Base Model 
To conclude, it was found that all three concems related to the estimation and use of an 
unrestricted model form are borne out in practice. Despite experimenting with 16 different 
combinations of interactions, little overall improvement in performance is discovered. Where 
perfonnance gains are found they are at the expense of parsimony as reflected in the lack of 
increase in the Modified R^ and die relatively higher Schwartz information criterion. Further, 
divergent and spurious coefficients of interest and large standard errors are associated with those 
coefficients. Therefore the fully restricted model, equation (1), is used in this report as the "Base 
Model". 

^^ The "Total" percentage of significant coefScients is calculated by coimting the total number of significant 
coefficients across all 8 mirestricted models for each variable of interest, and dividing this total by the total number 
of coefficients. Therefore, a smdy area that did not have any homes in a group (for example, homes with 
EXTREME \1EWS) was not counted in die *iotal number of coefficients" sum. Any differences betv-'een tlie sum 
of "above" and "below" zero groups from the total are due to roimding erroi^. 
' -̂  The relatively larger number of significant variables for the MINOR rated view, MODERATE rated view. Mile I 
to 3, and Mile 3 to 5 parameters are likely related to the smaller standard enoi^ for those categories, which resuh 
fi-om larger numbers of cases. 
'̂ * Another possible explanation for spurious results in general is measurement error, when parameters do not 
appropriately represent what one is testmg for. In this case though, the VIEW variable have been adequately 
"ground tmthed" during the development of the measurement scale, and are suuilar to the VISTA variables, which 
were found to be very stable across study areas. DISTANCE, or for that matter, distance to any disaraenit>', has 
been repe^edly found to be an appropriate proxy for the size of effects. As a resuh, it is not believed that 
measurement error is a likely explanation for the results presented here. 
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Appendix G: OLS Assumptions, and Tests for the Base Model 
A number of criteria must be met to ensure that tiie Base Model and Altemative Hedonic Models 
produce unbiased coefficient estimates and standard errors: 1) appropriate controls for outliers 
and influencers; 2) homoskedasticity; 3) absence of serial or spatial autocorrelation; and 4) 
reasonably limited multicoliinearity. Each of these criteria, and how they are addressed, is 
discussed below. 

Outliers and Influencers: Home sale prices that are well away from the mean, also called 
outliers and influencers, can cause imdue influence on parameter estimates. A number of formal 
tests are available to identify these cases, the most common being Mahalanobis' Distance ("M 
Distance") (Mahalanobis, 1936) and standardized residual screening. M Distance measures the 
degree to which individual observations influence the mean of the residuals. If any single 
observation has a strong influence on the residuals, it should be inspected and potentially 
removed. An auxihary, but more informal, test for identifying these potentially influential 
observations is to see when the standardized absolute value of the residual exceeds some 
tlireshold. Both the Base Model and the All Sales Model were nm using the original dataset of 
7,464 transactions and the 4,940 transactions which occurred post-construction respectively. For 
both models the standardized residuals and the M Distance statistics were saved. ̂  The 
histograms of these two sets of statistics from the two regressions are shown in Figure A -15 
through Figure A - 18. 

~̂ For the M Distance statistics all variables of interest were removed from the model. If they were left in the M-
Distance statistics could be influenced by the small numbers of cases in the variables of interest. If these parameter 
were strongly mfluenced by a certain case, it could drive the results upward. Inspecting the controllmg variables in 
the model, and how well they predicted the sale prices of the transactions in the saii5>k, was of paramount 
unportance therefore (lie variables of interest were not included. 
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Figure A - 15: Histogram of Standardized Residuals for Base Model 
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Figure A - 16: Histogram of Mahalanobis Distance Statistics for Base Model 
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Figure A - 17; Histogram of Standardized Residuals for AU Sales Model 
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Figure A - IS: Histogram of Mahalanobis Distance Statistics for All Sales Model 
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The M Distance histograms suggested that a cutoff of 150 may be appropriate, which would 
exclude 15 cases from the AU Sales Model and seven cases from the Base Model (all of the latter 
of which were among the 15 outliers in the All Sales Model). The Standardized Residual 
histograms suggested a cutoff of 4, 5, or 6, which would exclude 13, 8, and 3 cases from the 
Base Model, and 22, 12, and 5 cases from the All Sales Model. A case-by-case investigation of 
each of tiiese sales transactions was then conducted by comparing their home characteristics (e.g., 
square feet, baths^ age, etc.) against their study area and panel model cohorts to ensure that none 
had been inappropriately coded. None of the M Distance flagged cases seemed to be 
inappropriately coded, and none of those cases were removed from the final dataset as a result. 
Five cases that were flagged from the All Sales Model (which corresponded to three cases in the 
Base Model) witii a Standardized Residual greater than six, however, were clearly outHers. One 
had a sale price that was more than S200,000 more than any other transaction in the model, and 
the other four had exceptionally loŵ  prices, yet high numbers of corresponding characteristics 
that would suggest higher home sales prices (such as over 2000 square feet- all four cases - or 
more thati two bathrooms - three cases). 

As a result of these investigations, these frve cases were removed from the model. One of the 
five cases occurred prior to announcement, one occurred after aimoimcement and before 
constmction, and the other three occurred after constmction began. None were within three 
miles of the nearest wind turbine except one, which was 0.6 miles from the nearest turbine and 
had a MfNOR view of tlie wind facility. The other two had no views of the turbines. Although 
there was hesitancy in remo\dng any cases from the model, these transactions were considered 
appropriately influential and keeping them in the model would bias the results inappropriately. 
Further, the one home that was situated inside of one tnile was surrounded by live other 
transactions in the same study area that also occurred after construction began and were a similar 
distance from the mrbines, but that were not flagged by the outliers screen. Therefore, its 
removal was considered appropriate given that other homes in the sample would Ukely 
experience similar effects. 

After removing these five cases, the sensitivity of the model resrUts were tested to the inclusion 
or exclusion of the "greater than five" and "greater than four" Standardized Residuals 
obsenrations and the cases flagged by die M Distance screen, finding that parameter estimates 
for the variables of interest moved sHghtiy witii these cases removed but not enough to change 
the results significantiy. Because they did not show a unique grouping across the variables of 
interest, nor any unusual potentially inappropriate coding, and, more importantly, did not 
substantially influence the results, no substantive reason w ^ found to remove any additional 
transactions from the sample. Therefore, the final dataset included a total of 7,459 cases, of 
which 4,937 occurred post-constmction. 

Homoskedasticity: A standard formal test for the presence of homoskedastic error terms is the 
White's statistic (White, 1980). However, the requirements to perform this test were overly 
burdensome for the computing power available. Instead, an informal test was applied, which 
plots the regression errors against predicted values and various independent variables to observe 
whether a "heteroskedastic pattern" is in evidence (Gujarati, 2003). Although no evidence of 
heteroskedastidty was foimd using this method, to be conservative, nonetheless all models were 
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run with White's heteroskedastidty correction to the parameter estimates' standard errors (which 
will not adversely influence the errors if they are homoskedastic). 

Serial Autocorrelation: A standard formal test for the presence of serial autocorrelation in the 
error terai is the Durbin-Watson statistic (Durbin and Watson, 1951). Applying this test as 
proposed by Durbin and Watson to tiie full panel dataset was problematic because the test looks 
at the error structtire based on the order that observations are included in the statistical regression 
model. Any ordering choice over the entire panel data set invariably involves mixing home 
transactions from various study areas. Ideally, one would segment the data by study area for 
purposes of calculating this test, but that method was not easily implemented with the statistical 
software package used for this analysis (i.e., SAS). Instead, study area specific regression 
models were run with the data chronologically ordered in each to produce twelve different 
Durbin-Watson statistics, one for each stitdy area specific model. The Durbin-Watson test 
statistics ranged from 1.98-2.16, which are all w^ithin the acceptable range. ̂ ^̂  Given that serial 
autocorrelation was not found to be a significant concern for each smdy area specific model, it is 
assumed that the same holds for the full dataset used in the analysis presented in this report. 

Spatial Autocorrelation: It is well known that the sales price of a home can be systematically 
influenced by the sales prices of those homes that have sold nearby (Dubin, 1998; LeSage, 1999). 
Both the seller and the buyer use infonnation from comparable surrounding sales to inform tiiem 
of the appropriate transaction price, and nearby homes often experience similar amenities and 
disamenities. Therefore, the price for any single home is hkely to be weakly dependent of the 
prices of homes in close temporal and spatial proximity. This lack of independence of home sale 
prices could bias the hedonic results (Dubin, 1998; LeSage, 1999), if not adequately addressed. 
A number of techniques are available to address this concem (Case et al., 2004; Espey et al., 
2007), but because of the large sample and computing Umits, a variation of the Spatial Auto 
Regressive Model (SAR) was chosen (Espey et al., 2007). 

Specifically, an independent variable is included in the models; the predicted values of die 
weighted nearest neighbor's natural log of sales price in 1996 dollars.^^^ To construct this vector 
of predicted prices, an auxiliary regression is developed using the spatially weighted average 
natiu"al log of sales price in 1996 dollars as the independent variable and the spatially weighted 
average set of home characteristics as the dependent variables. This regression was used to 
produce the predicted weighted nearest neighbor's natural log of sales price in 1996 dollars tiiat 
is then included in the Base and Altemative Models. This process required the following steps: 
1) Selecting the neighbors for inclusion in the calculation; 
2) Calculating a weighted sales price from these neighbors' transactions; 
3) Selecting and calculating the weighted neighbors home characteristics; and 
4) Forecasting the weighted average neighbor's sales price. 

• Selecting the neighbors: To select the neighbors whose home transactions would most 
likely have affected the sales price of the subject home under review, all of the homes that 

'-̂  Ihe critical values for the models were between 1.89 and 2.53, assuming 5% significance, greater than 20 
variables, and more than 200 cases (Gujarati, 2003). 
'̂ " The predicted value was used, instead of the actual value, to help conect for simultaneity or endogeneity 
problems that might otiierwise exist. 
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sold within the preceding six months of a subject home's sale date in the same study area are 
identified and, from those, the five nearest neighbors based on Euchdian distance are selected. 
The inverse of each selected nearest neighbors' distance (in quarter miles) to the subject 
home was then calculated. Each of these values was then divided by the siun of the five 
nearest neighbor's inverse distance values to create a neighbor's distance weight (NDW) for 
each of the five nearest neighbors.'^^ 

• Creating the weighted sales price: Each of the neighbor's natiu'al log of sales price in 1996 
dollars (LN_Saleprice96) is multipHed by its distance weight (NDW). Then, each weighted 
neighbor's LN_Saleprice96 is sinnmed to create a weighted nearest neighbor 
LN_SalepriGe96 (Nbr_LN_Saleprice96). 

• Selecting and calculating the weighted neighbors home characteristics: Nine independent 
variables are used from each of the neighbor's homes: square feet, age of tiie home at the 
time of sale, age of the home at the time of sale squared, acres, number of frill baths, and 
condition (1-5, with PoOr=l , Below Average = 2, etc.). A weighted average is created of 
each of the characteristics by multiplying each of the neiglibor's individual characteristics by 
their NDW, and then summing those values across the five neighbors to create the weighted 
average nearest neighbors' home characteristic.^^'"' Then each of the independent variables is 
interacted with the study area to allow each one to be independently estimated for each study 
area. 

• Forecasting the weighted average neighbors sales price: To create tiie final predicted 
neighbor's price, the weighted nearest neighbor LNSalepric e96 is regressed on the weighted 
average nearest neighbors' home characteristics to produce a predicted weighted nearest 
neighbor LN_Saleprice96 (Nbr_LN_SalePrice96_hat). These predicted values are then 
included in the Base and Altemative Models as independent variables to accoimt for the 
spatial and temporal influence of the neighbors' home transactions. 

In all models, the coefficient for this spatial adjustment parameter meets the expectations for sign 
and magnitude and is significant well above the 99% level, indicating both the presence of 
spatial autocorrelation and the appropriateness of the control for it. 

Multicoliinearity: There are several standard formal tests for detecting multicoliinearity within 
tiie independent variables of a regression model. The Variance-Inflation Factor and Condition 
Index is apphed to test for this violation of OLS assumptiotis. Specifically, a Variance-Inflation 
Factor (VIF) greater than 4 and/or a Condition Index of greater than 30 (Kleinbaum et al., 1988) 
are strong indicators that multicoliinearity may exist. Multicoliinearity is found in the model 
using both tests. Such a result is not imcommon in hedonic models because a number of 
characteristics, such as square feet or age of a home, are often correlated with other 
characteristics, such as the nxmiber of acres, bathrooms, and fireplaces. Not surprisingly, age of 
the home at the time of sale (AgeofHome) and the age of the home squared (AgeatHome_Sqrd) 

^̂^ Put differently, the weight is die contribution of that home's inverse distance to the total sum of tbe five nearest 
neighbors' inverse distances. 
'̂̂  Condition require rounding to tlie nearest integer and then creating a dummy liom Ihe 1-5 mtegers. 
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exhibited some multicoliinearity (VIF equaled 11.8 and 10.6, respectively). Additionally, the 
home condition shows a fairly high Condition Index with square feet, indicating collinearity. 
More importantly, though, are the collinearity statistics for the variables of interest. The VIF for 
the VIEW variables range from 1.17 to 1.18 and for the DISTANCE variables they range from 
1.2 to 3.6, indicating little collinearity with the other variables in the model. To test for this in 
another way, a number of models are compared with various identified highly collinear variables 
removed (e.g., AgeatSale, Sqft) and found that the removal of these variables had little influence 
on the variables of interest. Therefore, despite the presence of multicoliinearity in the model, it 
is not believed that the variables of interest are inappropriately influenced. Further, any 
corrections for these issues might cause more harm to the model's estimating efficiency than 
taking no frtrther action (Gujarati, 2003); as such, no specific adjustments to address the presence 
of multicoliinearity are pursued frtrther. 
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Appendix H: Alternative Models: Full Hedonic Regression Results 

Tab le A - 6: Full Resul ts for t h e Dis tance Stabil i ty Mode l 

Itttercent 
Nbr LN SaiePrice96 hat 
AeeatSale 
AgeatSale Sard 
Soft 1000 
Acres 
Baths 
ExtWalls Stone 
CentralAC 
Fireolace 
FiaBsmt 
Cul De Sac 
Water Front 
Cnd Low 
Cnd BAv2 
Cnd Av!̂  
Cnd AAvff 
Cnd Hieh 
Vista Poor 
Vista BAvff 
Vista Av^ 
Vista AAva 
Vista Prem 
WAOR 
TXHC 
OKCC 
TABV 
ILLC 
WIKCDC 
PASC 
PAWC 
NYMCOC 
NYMC 
Mile Less 0 57 
Mile 0 57tol 
Mile lto3 
Mile 3to5 
Mile GtrS 

Coef. 
7.61 
0.29 

-0.006 
0.00002 

0.28 
0.02 
0.09 
0.21 
0.09 
O.ll 
0.08 
0.10 
0.33 
-0.45 
-0.24 

Omitted 
0.13 
0.23 
-0.21 
-0.08 

Oimtted 
0.10 
0.13 

Omitted 
-0.75 
-0.44 
-0.24 
-0.08 
-0.14 
-0.30 
-0.07 
-0.20 
-0.15 
-0.04 
-0.06 
-0.0 i 
O.OI 

Omitted 

SE 
0.18 
0.02 

0.0004 
0.000003 

0.01 
0.00 
0.01 
0.02 
0.01 
0.01 
0.02 
0.01 
0.04 
0.05 
0.02 

Omitted 
0.01 
0.02 
0.02 
0.01 

Omitted 
0.02 
0.04 

Omitted 
0.03 
0.02 
0.02 
0.03 
0.02 
0.03 
0.03 
0.03 
0.02 
0.04 
0.05 
0.02 
0.01 

Omitted 

p Value 
0.00 
0.00 
0,00 
0,00 
0.00 
0.00 
0.00 
0.00 
0.00 
0.00 
0.00 
0,00 
0.00 
0.00 
0.00 

Omined 
0.00 
0.00 
0.00 
0.00 

Omitted 
0.00 
0.00 

Omitted 
0.00 
0.00 
0,00 
0.00 
0.00 
0.00 
0.01 
0.00 
0.00 
0.29 
0.27 
0.71 
0.26 

Omitted 

H 

4937 
4.937 
4,937 
4.937 
4.937 
4937 
1.486 
2.575 
1.834 

673 
992 

87 
69 

350 
2.727 
1.445 

337 
310 

2.857 
1.247 

448 
75 

519 
1.071 

476 
605 
213 
725 
291 
222 
346 
469 

67 
58 

2.019 
1.923 

870 
"Omitted" " reference category for fixed effects variables 
"n " indicates number of cases in category when category = "1 ' 

Model Information 
Model Eauation Number 
Model Name 
Denendent Variable 
Number of Cases 
Number of Predictors fk) 
F Statistic 
Adjusted R Squared 

2 1 
Distance Stability 
LN SalePrice96 

4937 
33 

496.7 
0.77 
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Table A - 7: Full Results for the View Stability Model 

Intercept 
Nhr LN SalePrice96 hat 
AseatSale 
AgeatSale Sard 
Soft 1000 
Acres 
Baths 
ExtWalls Stone 
CentralAC 
Fireplace 
FiJiBsmt 
Cul De Sac 
Water Front 
Cnd Low 
Cnd BAv2 
Cnd Avg 
Cnd A\v i r 
Cnd HiPh 
Vista Poor 
Vista BAvg 
Vista Ava 
Vista AAv2 
Vista Prem 
WAOR 
TXHC 
OKCC 
lABV 
ILLC 
WIKCDC 
PASC 
PAWC 
NYMCOC 
NYMC 
Post Con NoView 
View Minor 
View Mod 
View Sub 
View Ext rm 

Coef. 
7.64 
0.29 

-0.006 
0.00002 

0.28 
0.02 
0.09 
0.21 
0.09 
O.ll 
0.08 
0.10 
0.34 
-0.45 
-0.24 

Omitted 
0.13 
0.23 
-0.21 
-0.08 

Omitted 
0.10 
0.13 

Omitted 
-0.75 
-0.45 
-0.25 
-0.09 
-0.14 
-0.31 
-0.08 
-0.20 
-0.15 

Omitted 
-0.02 
0.00 
-0.04 
-0.03 

SE 

0.18 
0.02 

0.0004 
0.000003 

O.Ol 
0.00 
O.OI 
0.02 
0.01 
0.01 
0.02 
0.01 
0.04 
0.05 
0.02 

Omitted • 
0.01 
0.02 
0.02 
0.01 

Omitted 
0.02 
0.04 

Omitted 
0.02 
0.02 
0.02 
0.03 
0.02 . 
0.03 
0.03 
0.03 
0.02 

Omitted 
0.01 
0.03 
0.06 
0.06 

Sig 
0.00 
0.00 
0.00 
0.00 
0.00 
0.00 
0.00 
0.00 
0.00 
0.00 
0.00 
0.00 
0.00 
0.00 
0.00 

Omitted 
0.00 
0.00 
0.00 
0.00 

Omitted 
0.00 
0.00 

Omitted 
0.00 
0.00 
0,00 
0.00 
0.00 
0,00 
0.00 
0.(X) 
0.00 

OmiUed 
0.25 
0.90 
0.56 
0.61 

n 

4937 
4937 
4937 
4,937 
4.937 
4937 
1.486 
2.575 
1.8.34 

673 
992 

87 
69 

350 
2.727 
1.445 

337 
310 

2.857 
1.247 

448 
75 

519 
1.071 

476 
605 
213 
725 
291 
222 
346 
469 

4.207 
561 
106 
35 
28 

"Omitted" = reference category for fixed effects variables 
"n " indicates number of cases in category when category ^ "I' 

Mode l In fo rmat ion 
Model Equation Number 
Model Name 
Dependent Variable 
Number of Cases 
Number of Predictors f k> 
F Statistic 
Adjusted K Squared 

3 
View Stability 
LN SalePrice96 

4937 
33 

495.9 
0.77 

' 
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Table A - 8: Full Results for the Confinuous Distance Model 

Intercept 
Nbr LN SalePrice96 hat 
AgeatSale 
AgeatSale Sard 
Sqft 1000 
Acres 
Baths 
ExtWalls Stone 
CentralAC 
Fireplace 
FinBsmt 
Cul De Sac 
Water Front 
Cnd Low 
Cnd BAve 
Cnd Ave 
Cnd .AAve 
Cnd Hish 
Vista Poor 
Vista BAvg 
Vista Avg 
Vista .AAve 
Vista Prem 
WAOR 
TXHC 
OKCC 
lABV 
ILLC 
WIKCDC 
PASC 
PAWC 
NYMCOC 
NYMC 
No View 
Minor View 
Moderate View 
Substantial View 
Extreme View 
InvDISTANCE 

Coef. 
7.64 
0.29 

-0.006 
0.00002 

0.28 
Q.Q2 
0.09 
0.21 • 
0.09 
O.ll 
0.08 
0.10 
0.34 
-0.45 
-0.24 

Omitted 
0.13 
0.23 
-0.21 
-0.08 

Omitted 
0.10 
0.13 

Omitted 
-0.75 
-0.44 
-0.25 
-0.09 
-0.14 
-0.31 
-0.07 
-0.20 
-0.15 

Omitted 
-0.01 
O.OI 
-0.02 
0.01 
-O.OI 

SE 
0.18 
0.02 

0.0004 
0.000003 

0.01 
0.00 
0.01 
0.02 
0.01 
0.01 
0.02 
0,01 
0.04 
0.05 
0.02 

Omitted . 
O.OI 
0.02 
0.02 
0.01 

Omitted 
0.02 
0.04 

Omitted 
0.02 
0.02 
0.02 
0.03 
0.02 
0.03 
0.03 
0.03 
0,02 

Omitted 
0.01 
0.03 
0.07 
0.10 
0.02 

p Value 
0.00 
0.00 
0.00 
0.00 
0.00 
0.00 
0.00 
0.00 
0.00 
0,00 
0.00 
0.00 
0.00 
0.00 
0.00 

Omitted 
0.00 
0.00 
0.00 
0.00 

Omitted 
0.00 
0.00 

Omitted 
0.00 
0.00 
0.00 
0.00 
0.00 
0.00 
0.00 
0.00 
0.00 

Omitted 
0,33 
0.77 
0.72 
0.88 
0.46 

n 

4.937 
4.937 
4.937 
4.937 
4.937 
4.937 
1,486 
2,575 
LS34 

673 
992 
87 
69 

350 
2,727 
1.445 

337 
310 

2.857 
1,247 

448 
75 

519 
1.071 

476 
605 
213 
725 
291 
222 
346 
469 

4207 
561 
106 
35 
28 

4.937 
"Omitted" = reference category for fixed effects 
"n " indicates number of cases in category when 

Model Information 

variables 
category = '7 " 

Model Eauadon Number 
Model Name 
Dependent Variable 
Number of Cases 
Number of Predictors (k> 
F Statistic 
Adjusted R Squared 

5 
Continuous Distance Model 
LN SalePrice96 | 

4937 
34 

481.3 
0.77 
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Table A - 9: Full Results for the All Sales Model 

Intercept 
Nbr LN SP96 hat All OI 
AgeatSale 
AgeatSale Sard 
Soft 1000 
Acres 
Baths 
ExtWalls Stone 
CentralAC 
Fireplace 
FinBsmt 
Cul De Sac 
Water Front 
Cnd Low 
Cnd BAvg 
Cnd Avg 
Cnd AAve 
Cnd High 
Vkta Poor 
Vista BAv2 
Vista Avg 
Vista AAv^ 
Vista Prem 
WAOR 
TXHC 
OKCC 
lABV 
ILLC 
WIKCDC 
PASC 
PAWC 
NVMCOC 
NYMC 
Pre-Construction Sales 
No View 
Minor View 
Moderate View 
Substantial View 
Extreme View 
Inside 3000 Feet 
Between 3000 Feet and I Mile 
Between 1 and 3 Miles 
Between 3 and 5 Miles 
Outside 5 Miles 
Pre-Announcement Sales 

Coef. 

9.08 
0.16 

-0.007 
0.00003 

0.28 
0.02 
0.08 
0.21 
0.12 
0.11 
0.09 
0.09 
0.35 
-0.43 
-0.21 

Omitted 
0.13 
0.22 
-0.25 
-0.09 

Omitted 
0.10 
0,09 

Omitted 
-0.82 
-0.53 
-0.31 
-0.05 
-0.17 
-0.37 
-0.15 
-0.25 
-0.15 

Omitted 
0.02 
0.00 
0.03 
0.03 ... 
0.06 
-0.06 
-0.08 
0.00 
0.01 
0.00 

Omitted 

SE 

0.14 
0.01 

0.0003 
0.000002 

0.01 
0.00 
0.0] 
0.01 
0.01 
0.01 
0.01 
0.01 
O03 
0.04 
0.02 

Omitted 
0.01 
0.02 
0.02 
0.01 

Omitted 
0.01 
0.03 

Omitted 
0.02 
0.02 
0.02 
0.02 
0,01 
0.03 
0.02 
0.02 
0,02 

Omitted 
0.01 
0.02 
0.03 

, 0.07 
0.08 
0.05 
0.05 
0.01 
O.OI 
0-02 

Omitted 

p Value 

0.00 
0.00 
0.00 
0.00 
0.00 
0.00 
0.00 
0.00 
0.00 
0.00 
0.00 
0.00 
0.00 
0.00 
0.00 

Omitted 
0.00 
0.00 
0.00 
0.00 

Omitted 
0.00 
0.00 

Omitted 
0.00 
0.00 
0.00 
0.02 
0.00 
0.00 
0.00 
0.00 
0.00 

Omitted 
0.06 
0.76 
0.38 
0.63 
0.43 
0.23 
0.08 
0.79 
0.58 
0.76 

Omitted 

n 

7.459 
7.459 
7459 
7,459 
7.459 
7,459 
2.287 
3,785 
2,708 

990 
1.472 

107 
101 
519 

4.357 
2,042 

440 
470 

4301 
1,912 

659 
117 
790 

1,311 
1,113 

822 
412 
810 
494 
551 
463 
693 

2-522 
4207 

561 
106 
35 
28 
80 
65 

2.359 
2.200 
1.000 
1.755 

"Omitted" = reference category for fixed effects variables 
"n " indicates number of cases in cotegoty when category == " 1 ' 

Model Information 
Model Equation Number 
Model Name 
Dependent Variable 
Number of Cases 
Number of Predictors (k> 
F Statistic 
Adjusted R Squared 

6 1 
All Sales Model 
LN SaIePrice96 

7459 
39 

579.9 
0.75 
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Tab le A - 10; Ful l Resul ts for the T e m p o r a l Aspects M o d e l 

Intercept 
Nbr LN SP96 hat All OI 
AgeatSale 
AgeatSale Sard 
Soft 1000 
Acres 
Baths 
ExtWalls Stone 
CentralAC 
Fireplace 
FinBsmt 
Cui De Sac 
Water Front 
Cnd Low 
Cnd BAvsr 
Cnd Avg 
Cnd AAve 
Cnd High 
Vista Poor 
Vista BAvs 
Vista Avg 
Visfa A4vg 
Visfa Prem 
WAOR 
TXHC 
OKCC 
lABV 
ILLC 
WIKCDC 
PASC 
PAWC 
NYMCOC 
NYMC 

Coef. 
9.11 
0.16 

-0.007 
0.00003 

0.28 
0.02 
0.08 
0.21 
0.12 
0.12 
0.09 
0.09 
0.35 
-043 
-0.21 

Omitted 
0.13 
0.22 
-0.25 
-0.09 

Omitted 
O.IO 
0.09 

Omitted 
-0.82 
-0.52 
-0.30 
-0.04 
-0.17 
-0.37 
-0.14 
-0.25 
-0.15 

SE 
0.14 
0.01 

0.0003 
0.000002 

0.01 
0.00 
0.01 
0.01 
0.01 
0.01 
0.01 
0.01 
0.03 
0.04 
0.02 

Omitted 
0.01 
0.02 
0.02 
0.01 

Omitted 
0.01 
0.03 

Omitted 
0.02 
0.02 
0.02 
0.02 
0.02 
0.03 
0.02 
0.02 
0.02 

p Value 
0.00 
0.00 
0.00 
0.00 
0.00 
0.00 
0.00 
0.00 
0.00 
0.00 
0.00 
0.00 
0.00 
0.00 
0.00 

Omitted 
0.00 
0.00 
0.00 
0.00 

Omitted 
0.00 
0.00 

Omitted 
0.00 
0.00 
0.00 
0.05 
0.00 
0.00 
0.00 
0.00 
0.00 

n 

7.459 
7.459 
7.459 
7.459 
7.459 
7459 
2,287 
3,785 
2,708 

990 
1.472 

107 
101 
519 

4357 
2,042 

440 
470 

4301 
1.912 

659 
117 
790 

1,311 
1.113 

822 
412 
810 
494 
551 
463 
693 

"Omitted" = reference category for fixed effects variables 
"ft" indicates number of cases in category when category = "I" 

Note: Results for variables of interest shown on following page 
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No View 
Minor View 
Moderate View 
Substantial View 
Extreme View 
Pre Anc Gtr2Yr LtlMUe 
Pre Anc 2Yr LtlMile 
Post Anc Pre Con LtlMile 
Post Con 2Yr LtlMile 
Post Con 2 4Yr LtlMile 
Post Con GtrSYr LtlMDe 
Pre Anc Gtr2Yr 1 3.Mile 
Pre Anc 2Yr 1 3Mile 
Post Anc Pre Con 1 3Mile 
Post Con 2Yr 1 3Mile 
Post Con 2 4Yr 1 3Miie 
Post Con GtrSYr 1 3Mile 
Pre Anc GtrlYr 3 5Mile 
Pre Anc 2Yr 3 5Mile 
Post Anc Pre Con 3 5Mile 
Post Con 2Yr 3 SMiIe 
Post Con 2 4Yr 3 SMile 
Post Con GtrSY'r 3 SMile 
Pre Anc Gtr2Yr GtrSMile 
Pre Anc 2Yr GtrSMile 
Post Anc Pre Con GtrSMilc 
Post Con 2Yr GtrSMile 
Post Con 2 4Yr GtrSMile 
Post Con GtrSYr GtrSMile 

Coef. 

Omitted 
-0.02 
0.00 
0.01 
0.04 
-0.13 
-0.10 
-0.14 
-0.09 
-0.01 
-0.07 
-0.04 
0.00 
-0.02 
0.00 
0.0 i 
0.00 
0.00 
0.00 
0.00 
0.02 
0.01 
0.01 

Omitted 
-0.03 
-0.03 
-0.03 
0.03 
0.01 

SE 

Omitted 
O.OI 
0.03 
0.07 
0.07 
0.06 
0.05 
0.06 
0.07 
0.06 
0.08 
0.03 
0.03 
0.03 
0.03 
0.03 
0.03 
0.04 
0.03 
0.03 
0.03 
0.03 
0.03 

Omitted 
0.04 
0.03 
0.03 
0.03 
0.03 

p Value 

Omitted 
0.20 
0.97 
0.87 
0.59 
0.02 
0.06 
0.02 
0.15 
0.86 
0.37 
0.19 
0.91 
0.53 
0.90 
0.78 
0.93 
0.93 
0.98 
0.93 
0.56 
0.66 
0.68 

Omitted 
0.39 
0.36 
0.44 
042 
0.72 

n 

6,729 
561 
106 
35 
28 
38 
40 
21 
39 
44 
42 

283 
592 
342 
807 
503 
710 
157 
380 
299 
574 
594 
758 
132 
133 
105 
215 
227 
424 

"Omitted" = reference category for fixed effects variables 
"n" indicates number of cases in category when category = "1 ' 

Model Information 
Model Equation Number 
Model Name 
Dependent Variable 
Number of Cases 
Number of Predictors (k) 
F Statistic 
Adjusted R2 

7 
Temporal Aspects Model 
LN SalePrice96 

7459 
56 

404.5 
0.75 
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Table A - 11: Full Results for the Orientation Model 

Intercept 
Nbr LN SalePrice96 hat 
AgeatSale 
AgeatSale Sqrd 
Soft 1000 
Acres 
Baths 
ExtWalls Stone 
CentralAC 
Fireplace 
FinBsmt 
Cul De Sac 
Water Front 
Cnd Low 
Cnd BAvg 
C n̂d Avg 
Cnd AAvg 
Cnd Hieh 
Vista Poor 
Vista BAva 
Vista Avg 
Vista A,4.vi; 
Vista Prem 
WAOR 
TXHC 
OKCC 
lABV 
ILLC 
WIKCDC 
PASC 
PAWC 
NYMCOC 
N ^ M C 
No View 
Minor View 
Moderate View 
Substantial View 
Extreme View 
Inside 3000 Feet 
Between 3000 Feet and 1 Mile 
Bet^veen 1 and 3 Miles 
Between 3 and 5 Miles 
Outside 5 Miles 
Front Orientation 
Back Orientation 
Side Orientation 

Coef. 

7.62 
0.29 

-0.006 
0.00002 

0.28 
0.02 
0-09 
0-21 
0,09 
0.11 

- 0.08 
0.10 
0,33 
-0.44 
-0.24 

Omitted 
0.13 
0.24 
-0.21 
-O.OS 

Oimtted 
0.10 
0.13 

Omitted 
-0.75 
-0.44 
-0.24 
-0.08 
-0.14 
-0.31 
-0.07 
-0.20 
-0.15 

Omitted 
-0.01 
0.00 
-0.01 
0.02 
-0.04 
-0.05 
0.00 
0.02 

Omitted 
-0.01 
0.03 
-0,03 

SE 

0.18 
0.02 

0.0004 
0.000003 

O.OI 
0.00 
0.01 
0.02 
0.01 
0.01 
0,02 
0.01 
0.04 
0.05 
0.02 

Omitted 
0.01 
0.02 
0.02 
0.0} 

Oinitted 
0.02 
0.04 

Omitted 
0.03 
0.02 
0,02 
0.03 
0.02 
0.03 
0.03 
0.03 
0.02 

Omitted 
0.06 
0.06 
0.09 
0.17 
0.07 
0.05 
0.02 
O.Ol 

Omitted 
0.06 
0.06 
0.06 

p Value 

0.00 
0.00 
0.00 -
0.00 
0.00 
0.00 
0.00 
0.00 
0.00 
0.00 
0.00 
0.00 
0.00 
0.00 
0.00 

Omitted 
0.00 
0.00 
0.00 
0.00 

Omitted 
0.00 
0.00 

Omitted 
0.00 
0.00 
0.00 
0.00 
0.00 
0.00 
O.OI 
0.00 
0.00 

Omitted 
0.92 
0.97 
0.87 
0.89 
0.55 
0.37 . 
0.83 
0.22 

Omitted 
0.82 
0.55 
0.55 

n 

4937 
4,937 
4,937 
4,937 
4,937 
4,937 
L486 
2,575 
1,834 

673 
992 

87 
69 

350 
2.727 
1,445 

337 
310 

2,857 
1,247 

448 
75 

5i9 
1,071 

476 
605 
213 
725 
291 
222 
346 
469 

4,207 
561 
106 
35 
28 
67 
58 

2,019 
1,923 

870 
294 
280 
253 

"Omitted" = reference category for fixed effects variables 
"n " indicates number of cases in category when category = "1 ' 

Model Information 
Model Eauation Number 
Model Name 
Dependent Variable 
Number of Cases 
Number of Predictors fk) 
F Statistic 
Adjusted R Squared 

8 
Orientation Model 
LN Sa!ePrice96 

4937 
40 

410.0 
0,77 
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Table A - 12: Full Results for the Overlap Model 

Intercept 
Nbr LN SalcPricc96 hat 
AgeatSale 
.\geatSale Sqrd 
Sqft 1000 
Acres 
Baths 
ExtWaUs Stone 
CentralAC 
Fireplace 
FinBsmt 
Cul De Sac 
Water Front 
Cnd Low 
Cnd BAve 
Cnd Ave 
Cnd AAva 
Cnd High 
Vista Poor 
Vista BAvg 
Vista Ave 
Vista AAva 
Vista Prem 
WAOR 
TXHC 
OKCC 
lABV 
ILLC 
WIKCDC 
PASC 
PAWC 
NYMCOC 
NYMC 
No View 
Minor View 
Moderate View 
Substantial View 
Extreme View 
Inside 3000 Feet 
Bet\yeen 3000 Feef and 1 Mile 
Beti^een 1 and 3 Miles 
Between 3 and 5 Miles 
Outside 5 Miles 
View Does Not Overlap Vista 
View Barely Oveilaps Vista 
View Somewhat Overlaps Vista 
View Strongly Overlaps Vista 

Coef. 

7.61 
0.29 

-0.006 
0.00002 

0.28 
0.02 
0.09 
0.21 
0.09 
0.11 
O.OS 
0.10 
0.34 
-0.45 
-0.24 

Omitted 
0.13 
0.24 
-0.21 
-0.08 

Omitted 
0.10 
0.13 

Omitted 
-0.75 
-0.44 
-(J-24 
-0.09 
-0.14 
-0.31 
-0,07 
-0.20 
-0.15 

Oinittecl 
-0.03 
-0.02 
-0.05 
-0.03 
-0.05 
-0.05 
0.00 
0.02 

Omitted 
Omitted 

0.05 
O.OI 
0.05 

SE 
0.18 
0.02 

0.0004 
0.000003 

0.01 
0.00 
o.oi 
0.02 
0.01 
0.01 
0.02 
0.01 
0.04 
0.05 
0.02 

Oniitfe<i 
0.01 
0.02 
0.02 
0.01 

Omitted 
0.02 
0.04 

Omitted 
0.03 
0.02 
0.02 
0.03 
0.02 
0.03 
0.03 
0.03 
0.02 

Omitted 
0.02 
0.04 
0.09 
0.10 
0.06 
0.05 
0.02 
0.01 

Omitted 
Omitted 

O03 
0.03 
0.05 

p Valae 

0.00 
0.00 
0.00 
0.00 
0.00 
o.rnj 
0.00 
0.(X) 
0.00 
0.00 
0.00 
0.00 
0.00 
0.00 
0.00 

Oinitted 
0.00 
0.00 
0.00 
0.00 

Omitted 
0.00 
0.00 

Omitted 
0.00 
0.00 
0.00 
0.00 
0.00 
0,00 
O.OO 
0.00 
0.00 

Omitted 
0.10 
0.67 
0.57 
0.77 
0.41 
0.38 
0.82 
0.22 

Omitted 
Omitted 

0.09 
0.67 
0.31 

n 

4.937 
4937 
4,937 
4,937 
4,937 
4,937 
1,486 
2.575 
1,834 

673 
992 

S7 
69 

350 
2,727 
1,445 

337 
310 

: > ; • 

1.247 
448 

75 
519 

1.071 
476 

L 605 
213 
725 
291 
222 
346 
469 

4.207 
561 
106 
35 
28 
67 
58 

2.019 
1,923 

870 
320 
150 
132 
128 

"Omitted" - reference category for fixed effects 
"n " indicates number of cases in category when 

Model Information 

variables 
category = " 1 " 

Model Equation Number 
Model Name 
Dependent Variable 
Number of Cases 
Number of Predictors (k) 
F Statistic 
Adjusted R Squared 

9 1 
CK'erlap Model 
LN SalePrice96 

4937 
40 

409.7 
0.77 

146 
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