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Before the Ohio Power Siting Board 

In the Matter of the Application of Black Fork Wind Energy, LLC 

For a Certificate to Install Numerous Electricity Generating Wind Turbines 


In Crawford and Richland Counties, Ohio 


Case No. 10-2865-ELBGN 

To Whom It May Concern, 

My name is Margaret D. Rietschlin. I live at 4240 Baker Road, Crestline, Ohio 44827. 1am the 

president of Rietschlin Construction, Inc. My husband and I have worked in our own business in 

Crestline, Crawford County, Ohio for 3 1 years. We have five adult children who have received or 

are in the process of receiving college degrees. Our three oldest sons have returned to the Crestline 

area to work in the family construction business. We are principally engaged in public works 

projects including commercial concrete construction, site work and utility work. We also perform 

some work in the agricultural sector. We are an ODOT (Ohio Department of Transportation) 

pre-qualified company. Our company has also obtained CPESC and CPSWQ certification, and 

OSHA hazmat certifications. 

I graduated from the University of Alabama, Birmingham with a BSBA in Economics 

I am a citizen of the USA, a long timeresident of Ohio and Crawford County. 

I am testifying on my own behalf. I am not in favor of the Black Fork Wind project and T am an 

advocate of brown energy. I feel strongly that brown energy has made the United States and the 

state of Ohio GRJ5AT. This having been said, I do feel that green energy can be useful but research 

to conserve our nations riches should be the goal. Brown energy resources are being expended to 

manufacture the components of the green energy appliances. My farmer neighbors who are in favor 

of the wind farm are huge users of brown energy to m grain dryers, tractors, combines, other farm 

operations and homes. 

I have not seen anywhere in the Black Fork Wind Farm application where the components of the 

turbine appliances are being manufactured fiom raw materials to finished product in the State of 

Ohio. There is not even a reference to "Made in USA". Ohio was and should return to being the 
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great industrial state that it once was. If the citizens of Ohio are being asked to finance the 

construction of these wind generating facilities whether through tax credits, grants, abatements, or 

price increases on electricity in whole or in part, then we should expect and receive nothing less than 

the employment of our people and industrial capacity. 

Per tlie staff report on page 18, item (5), the minimum property line set back is 563 and the residence 

setback is 1250. A number of studies have shown that non participating property owners can realize 

a reduction in property values of up to 100%. in some cases residences have been bulldozed and no 

homes have been rebuilt thus creating a 100% loss in the home's value. The set back greatly 

determines market value. In some areas of Canada tax assessors have devalued property because the 

property is located in a commercial electric facility. (2009 Wind Turbine Impact Study) 

The studies show that setbacks of at least a half a mile tend to have diminishing or negligible health 

and property value effects. 

As a small business owner I am required to secure surety bonds and working capital lines of credit as 

a normal part of doing business. My home and property must be appraised. That appraisal is used 

to secure lending for lines of credit. The line of credit is a non-discretionary requirement in our line 

of business (Letter from bank). As I am not a farmer or a leaseholder but reside in the project area, 

I will not receive any income stream fi"om the wind farm. The value of any property regardless of 

location is determined by its ability to be sold. Thus if no one wants to buy my property because it is 

located in an industrial wind farm complex, then I have no value. Should tax assessments in future 

years determine that I do live in an industrial electric generation plant, and then most certainly I will 

lose value. My ability to borrow and my ability to secure bonding would be significantly reduced. 

The ability to stay in business would be severely hampered. Should I have to relocate both my 

residence and business, then the income stream that I generate in all form of taxes would follow me. 

The applicant did not survey project boundary residents to determine what businesses exist in the area 

that are not related to farming. The Department of Development did not conduct a study either. I 

was not contacted by any government or wind farm representative to even ask what prupose my 

property would serve outside of agriculture. Thus the inclusion of non agricultural uses of land was 

neglected. The possible and probable impact that the wind farm would have on other uses was 
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completely eliminated fi-om the study. 

I performed a statistical series table from tiie US DOL Bureau of Labor statistics website. I selected 

the period from Jan 2001 to July 2011 and selected the labor force in numbers, the employment in 

numbers, the unemployment in numbers and the unemployment rate. Those numbers do indicate a 

consistentiy increasing, persistent and high unemployment rate. I also researched the State ofthe 

County' report as prepared by the Crawford County Commissioners dated February 19, 2010. The 

statistics and the report are quantifying the poor economic climate in Crawford Coutity. Increasing 

are the number of people requiring public assistance, the net migration of young people, the 

increasing age of residents, the low educational attainment level for those over the age of 25 and the 

increasing differential between aggregate eamings of those in the broader US, the balance of the 

State of Ohio and Crawford County residents. Additionally, after completion ofthe 2010 census, the 

whole of Crawford County has been identified as a HUBZONE by the Small Business 

Administration. Clearly Crawford County is classified as low income, (www.sba-gov/hubzone, 

www.bls.eov/...unemployment, www.crawford-co.org) Black Fork Wind Farm LLC has made no 

formal outreach attempt to residents who are not participating in the leaseholder pool. 

The US Environmental Protection Agency defines Environmental Justice as "...the fair treatment and 

meaningful involvement of all people regardless of race, color, national origin, or income with 

respect to the development, implementation and enforcement of environmental laws, regulations, and 

policies. What is meant by fair treatment and meaningfiil involvement? Fair Treatinent means that 

no group of people should bear a disproportionate share ofthe negative environmental consequences 

resulting fi^om industrial, governmental and commercial operations or policies. Meaningful 

involvement is defined as; 

1). People have an opportunity to participate in decisions about activities that may affect their 

environment and /or health. 

2). the publics' contribution can influence the regulator agency's decision 

3). their concerns will be considered in the decision making process 

4). the decision makers seek out and facilitate the involvement of those potentially affected, "(www. 

epa. gov/environmental justice/basics). The Ohio Department of Transportation has a comprehensive 

plan for incorporating Environmental Justice practices in transportation planning. (Guidance and 

Best Practices for Incorporation Environmental Justice into Ohio Transportation Planning and 
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Environmental Processes, August, 2002). The opening page ofthe OPSBstaff report, page iii, 

states ''The findings and recommendations contained in this report are the result of Staff coordination 

with the Ohio Environmental Protection Agency, the Ohio Department of Healtii, the Ohio 

Department of Development, the Ohio Department of Natural Resources, and the Ohio Department 

of Agriculture. In addition, the Staff coordinated with tiie Ohio Department of Transportation..." 

It would seem that any report issued by the OPSB would show tiiat the intent of Executive order 

#12898 has been fulfilled... As a resident of the project area I received only one direct 

correspondence from Black Fork Wind Farm LLC regarding a pubhc meeting. That is the letter 

dated August 18 that was mailed to all residents in the project boundaries. One meeting to be held on 

Sept 15 should not meet the requirements of Environmental Justice. I cannot even participate in the 

public meeting as I am an intervener. 

On page 48 of the Staff Report under the section titied Landowner Lease Agreements, it is stated that 

the Applicant has entered into voluntary lease agreements with approximately 150 landowners. As a 

resident ofthe project area, I know that some ofthe same family names repeatedly appear on many of 

the lease contracts. Perhaps less than fifteen ofthe landowners have the majority ofthe turbines, lay 

down area and collection lines. This alone makes the project substantially unbalanced in terms of 

the income stream. A select group of people will benefit from the majority ofthe income stream from 

this project. Comparing this to the 1086 residents identified in the project boundaries concludes that 

few are benefiting at the expense ofthe many. (Voiys letter dated August 30, 2011) The Applicant 

has taken no time or care to include the economic malfeasance to those who would have to live in the 

project and not receive any income from it. 

I and my husband have been Ohio Farm Bureau members since October 10, 2007. We became 

members when we purchased car and home insurance thru Nationwide Insurance. The Ohio Farm 

Bureau (OFB) is an organization dedicated to agriculture and rural life. The OFB issued their 2011 

State Policies with a section 4 on property rights and taxes. The OFB advocates the protection of 

property, property rights and mitigation in subsection 411 PROPERTY RIGHTS AND 

RESPONSIBILITIES. The OFB has not sent any information to our address with die respect to the 

Black Fork Wind Project. And the OFB is a party to the case on tiie side ofthe wind farm developers 

and the farmers. The very significant security of my rural life in the form of protection of my 
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adjacent property value, the assurance of my continued water supply, and my ability to communicate 

with die worid is being jeopardized by this project. The OFB has been mute with respect to my 

needs and has aligned the organizational support with a project in confiict with then- own policy. 

Black Fork Wind Farm LLC (or any wind related LLC) or the American Wind Energy Association 

can deny or ti^vialize the health and/or environmental and economic effects of a wind farm. The 

means by which the wind farm entities do so, doesn't eliminate the issues. The denial by the wind 

farm company merely indicates their desire to not prejudice their application. Ancillary to the often 

quoted reports denying effects is one of the contractual obligations incorporated in the wind 

farm/land owner lease arrangement. The confidentiality clause inherent in the leases guarantees that 

when a landov^mer signs his name and accepts his payments he cannot speak about the project in any 

way critical ofthe project. (Gary Energetics lease Article 13, item 13.2). Any healtii effects, any 

objectionable noise, any objectionable flicker or shadow, any regrets that the leaseholder bears will 

never be made part of any study for perhaps 50 years. Studies by the wind energy industry should not 

be considered. Only studies by independent third parties should have any relevance in a hearing. A 

search on the World Wide Web will produce a plethora of conftrmations regarding wind farm effect 

on people and their properties. In simplest terms if a home owner experiences no strobes, no 

flickers, no shadows and no reduction in his property value until a wind farm is constructed, then the 

obvious cause of these issues are correlated to the wind farm. 

Having a business in the project area, I am very concerned about the effects of the wind farm on 

communications. I depend on having access to the internet and cell phones. 1 have endured many 

internet service providers and nearly all are not capable of meeting my needs. I have used 

acquired.site.com, Ncool.net, Direct way, Hughes net. Presentiy I combine Wild Blue satellite and an 

Alltel air card. When one becomes inoperable I have a backup, hi the early summer of 2010, I 

contacted Time Warner commerciai division in Columbus Ohio. The engineering office did a 

survey and quoted me S97,000 to run a cable to my house. Of course, that did not include getting 

permits from the State of Ohio, the County and the township if required. I contact Century Link, 

formerly Sprint, periodically, to inquire about DSL and receive tiie same response each time. They 

don't run DSL out to my area. I must depend on cell phones for business. If the turbines interfere 

with my reception and my ability to conduct business, tiien I will have to endure substantial expenses 
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or move my operations entirely. The wind farm applicant shouid bear any costs to replace 

communication services should the project interfere on any level, not me, my company or employees. 

It would be an act of good faith for Black Fork Wind Farm to engage in a contract with Time Warner 

or such a firm to install cable that provides internet service at the expense of Black Fork Wind LLC. 

My issues with potable water were outiined in my letter dated August 17, 2011. A plan to survey 

resident's potable water supplies before constmction should be performed. A plan to mitigate when 

and if a resident has an issue with supply should be attached and made part of the application- The 

application should not be approved until said plan is completed. The plan should follow ODOT 

Spec 208.17. 

I did not expect to become an intervener in this case. I have agonized over my participation. There 

is no Win -Win in this for me, my family or my business. I fear for any retribution upon my family 

or myself I fear that taking a stand or speaking out will have negative consequences on my 

livelihood and business, which I cherish and depend. I have had less than 15 days to prepare my 

testimony. I do not have the resources to pay for the expenses of legal counsel, or "expert" 

witnesses. I sincerely hope that the State will consider my needs in siting this project. After all i t ' -

the duty of State officials to take every resident ofthe state into consideration. 

Very respectfijlly submitted, 

is 

Margaret D. Rietschlin 
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Certificate of Service 

I have served a copy of my testimony to the following by regular mail or electronic mail or facsimile on 
this September 14, 2011. 

Howard Petricoff 
Vorys Sater Seymour and Pease IIP 
52 East Gay Street 
PO Box 1008 
Columbus, OH 43216-1008 

Stephen Reilly 
Public Utilities Section 
180 East Broad Street 
6th Floor 
Columbus, OH 43215 

John Jones 
Asst. Attorneys General Public Utilities Section 
180 East Broad Street 
6th Floor 
Columbus, OH 43215 

Chad Endsley 
Ohio Farm Bureau Federation 
280 North High Street 
P.0> Box 182383 
Columbus, OH 43218-2383 

Scott Hawken 
Element Power 
400 Preston AVenue 
Suite 200 
Charlottesville, VA 22903 
Brett Heffner 
3429 Stein Rd 
Shelby, OH 44875 

John Warrington 
7040 St Rt 96 
Tiro, OH 44887 

Gary Biglin 
5331 ST RT 61 South 
Shelby, OH 44875 

Karel Davis 
6675 Champion Rd 
Shelby, OH 44875 

Bradley F. Bauer 
7298 Remlinger Road 
Crestline, Ohio 44827 

Grover Reynolds 
7179 Remlinger Rd 
Crestiine, OH 44827 
Mary STuder 
6716 Remlinger Rd 
Crestline, OH 44827 
Catherine Price 
7956 Remlinger Rd 
Crestline, OH 44827 

Loren& Carol Gledhil 
7256 Remlinger Road 
Crestline, OH 44827 
Alan Price 
7956 Remlinger Rd 
Crestline, OH 44827 
Thomas Karbula 
3026SolingerRd 
Crestline, OH 44827 

Oria E, Callierlll 
Benesch Friedlander Coplan & Aronoff LLP 
41 South High Street 
26th Floor 
Columbus, OH 43215 

Debra Bauer 
7298 Remlinger Road 
Crestline, OH 44827 

Margaret Rfetschlin 




