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A number of raarfcej: ob^rv-
ers say th^was irtiing^p-^ 
porting the ruii ugjn mitqial 
gas prices, which^iS^^^ in 
eariy July, Shd fliit tW^ w©^̂  
seU-o£f of oil has tjitfy'iiidped 

^^peedthedecHn^^ • 
*7Miy time oil g&es up or 

down on Nymex, i t ^ ^ 6 ^ 
to have a carry-over effect 
on iiatiu^ gas»" §aid Michael 
Riefce, senior m&^ift|editor 
for power and gas at eneigy 
reseaix* firm Platts. 

The mimedi2rf« cause 6f 
Thursday'̂  sharp natural^ 

decline was a laiger-than-
expected build of U.S. sup
plies. 

Oil prices fdl more than $10 
over the previous two days on 
growing concems that infla
tion and other economic con
cerns could reduce demand 
for crude.. 

At the g?is pump, prices 
hdd steady^^ record ^ J 1 4 
a gsdJon; a ^ ^ ^ g t o auto 
dub AAA, the Oil Price fcfor-
matjpn Service and Wij^t 
Egress. Diesd lose to a 
record of $4^845. 

Oil futures tiijipf̂ ^ 
Prices of crude 01) tulure^lft^'^ ' 
August dehvery se t t ied i i ^p^op 
$130 a barret for the fiimttrriblff 
more ttian a month >>'-

NYMEX light sweet crude 
$1451 

YOUR LEtTERS 
Tax deal tempting, 
but meilg^i'risky 
; Tkxes are too high and ri^ 

ing. A ttieiigjer of .Washing 
tonTwp. and Centerviiie in 
exchange for a 6ne-t{me prop
erty-tax: rdbat̂  is tanpting. /̂  
but the deal may be too gbod; 
to go the distance/ 

Howls the cornmuni-
ty going to p ^ for the Jni*̂  
tial $11 million revenue defi
cit Uiat Tyilliiot be collected 
from the township aiid city 
after the meiiger? The fond-
ing will comefram a l.f5 per
cent (or more) city income 
tax imposed on entpfoyees in 
Washington IWp. and some 
residents. \ 

TOiat about other expens-) 
es involved in a meiger? llie 
unknown start-̂ up costs. The 
Social Row Road and Glyb 
Road projects that are cor-
Tently te responsibiHtyi of; 
Montgomery ppun^ engi
neers and estimated at $ 0 
million would have to be 
assumed by the maged city. 
The townsiup would for
feit the right to contract for 
police services through the 
sheriff*s office, which is as 
ef&cieiit and less expensive 
(than unknown costs). 
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'2(K18 levy distribiitioo {see 
Www.ihî eeoraeT ôig) ĥibŵ  
C ^ t e n ^ wilh tiine nota- ^ 
tions of gederal ftmds* a oou-
plS ot̂ Nâ nds and a peiT^^ 
improytoehV Meanwhile, 
)Va£sJMngt||n "ilvp. ^nd Niont-. 
goiSieJyi^ittity ha*e descrip-
ficms'listed as fir^ and EMS,.. 
reci^tiohal, roads and bridg
es, pofice, parks; human seir-
WoesindSincbur-cl^Iy stat
ing tibe use for ftui^ 

in simple math, terras, a 
mei^r v ^ d cifeate a mî ^̂^ 
timillifMi-dollar deficit in the 
first year akffle. 7 ' 77 • 
: Can the Washington Twp. 
uicOme ̂ x paĵ  for this me?g-
er?HpW wiUfe 
ben^t? We won-t know Until 
the combined dty is up aend 
runili^. ̂ By that time; ft will 
be too late to uhdo a mergef 
that could end Xsp cosiiog the 
cpmniunity for years to coifle 
and possibly loss of township 
business ups^t by thfe newly 
iny)osed dty income tax, 

Jahet Scaglidne 
Washington Twp. 

Ttiereal reason 
gas prices are up 

On Jan. 29,2001, Presi
dent Geoi^ W, Bush signed 

vice president as eliairmai^, 
Andrew Lundquist as execu
tive director, arid the secre-' 
taries of Eneigy, Commercê  
Tbnsportation, Interior, 
A^ricultiire and Treasury,. 
and the EPA administrator ^̂ .̂  

The task force held its f a^ 
meeting thai same day, anal> 
hel^all^t eight additit^, ? 
m e ^ ^ between Ffebru^^l, 
arid May of M l l b n Msif^ 
2001. the Energy; Task F c A 
submitted a report to P r ^ ' ̂  
dent Biish, setting forth thĵ  tf 
cominitt^'s fmdihgs and rec-
oinmendations for a "Nation-'̂  
ai Energy PoHcy."Tlie R^iftJ 
lican Congress passed legiski-^?^ 
tfon hased on the administra,*' ^ 
tion's eneigy policy. ' ' W' 

AccortUng to media ^ 4 ^ 
accounts, a: parage of CEQs ^ 4^^ 
and other business leaders 
fit>m the eneigy industry par
ticipated in tbe task forq^-zl 
woric. Me& accounts a^u^ j 
suggest thatthe final finran J 
and recommendations ofihe^ i,'̂ ^ | 
eneigy task force were heav-* *** 
iiy influenced by the partic^ 
ipation of the energy indus- ^ ^ 
try leaders, with some parts' t * 
of the policy taking passages^ ^ 
verbatim fi'om industry pro- t 
posals. 

These meetings wore 
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