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August 7,2008 

Kimberiy D. Bose 
Secretary 
Federal Energy Regulatory Conunission 
888 First Street* N.E. 
RoomlA 
Washington, DC 20426 

RE: DcK^et Nos. CP07-208-000,001 
Rockies Express Pipeline LLC, REX-East Project 
Request for Notice to Proceed - Highway 106 HDD 

Ms. Bose: 

On May 30,2008, the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission ("FERC" or 
"Commission"), pursuant to Section 7(c) of the Natural Gas Act and Part 157 of tiie 
Commission's regulations^ issued Rockies Express Pipehne LLC (*ltockies Express") a 
certificate of public convenience and necessity to construct and operate the REX-East 
project ("May 30 Order** or "Order").' On June 2,2008, Rockies Express, pursuant to 
Section 157.20(a) of the Commission's Regulations, 18 C.F.R. § 157.20(a), notified the 
Commission ttot it accepted the Commission's Order. 

The May 30 Order authorizes Rx>ckies Express to construct and operate the REX-
East project subject to identified environmental conditions contained in tfie Appendix to 
the CMer. In accordance with Cozxtition Nos. 4 & 5 to the Order, Rockies Express is 
required to file detailed survey alignment m^^s/sheets for all facilities î yproved by the 
Order and to recdve written authoiization to commoice construction prior to actually 
commencing construction. 

Pursuant to Condition Nos. 4 & 5 of the May 30 Ordo:, Rockies Express hereby 
requests that the Director of Office of Energy Projects provide Rockies Express witfi 
written authorization ("Notice to Proceed") to conunence construction of the Hig^iway 
106 horizontal directional drill (HDD) cm Spread A*2 of the REX-East project, subject to 
the conditions set forth in the environmental conditions. Allowing Rockies Express to 
commence construction on this HDD will allow for the timely transportation of natural 
gas to consumers followit^ the completion of the REX-East pipeline. Rockies Express 
requests FERC authorizatioa to begin constnictton of the Highway 106 HDD 
between mil^rats (MPs) 79.0 and 79.9 on Angnst I I , 2008. 

^'RockicaExfMfeMPipeline LLC123FERCi61:234(20081 

370 Van Gordon Street Lakewood. CO 80228 303-989-1740 
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Included in Rockies Esqiress* Notice to Proceed request for Spread A-2 (filed on 
June 10,2008), was table 2-4, which listed q»ecific restricted construction travel lane 
areas. Per an agreonent with the Illinois State Historic Preservation OfSce (SHPO), 
Rockies Express is authorized to route construction traf&c onto the existing, previously 
disturbed Panhandle Eastem Pipeline right-of-way at certain locations listed in table 2-4. 
No pipeline construction would occur until all die necessary surveys and i^iprovals have 
been obtained. As noted in the most rec^it vision of table 2-4 (filed July 15,2008), a 
portion of the area requested in this current Notice to Proceed is witfam a restricted travel 
lane area. Specifically, MP 79.0 (begjiming of Highway 106 HDD Notice to Proceed 
area) to MP 79.2 (end of restricted travel lane area) was listed in table 2-4. Subsequent to 
its previous filing, Rockies Ex{Hess has completed the necessary cultural resources 
surveys and is now able dononstrate Illinois SHPO ccmcurrence fc»- the area, which is 
mcluded as an attachment to this Notice to Proceed. 

As support for this Notice to Proceed request, Rockies Express is filing a Request 
for Notice to Proceed and a site-specific HDD crossing plan for the Highway 106 
crosnng (Attachment A). In addition, Rockies Express is submitting attachments that 
include information such as an All Conditions Table (Attachment B), Gantt Charts 
(Attachment C), T&E Clonespondence (Attachment D), and SHPO Correspondence 
(Attachment E - Priv. & Conf) 

Contained widliin the information submitted is cultural resource infonnation that 
is considered to be privileged and confidential undo* tiie Commission's regulations. The 
privileged and confidential information is submitted under separate cover and marked in 
accordance with the Commission r^iulations. Due to the large size of the alignment 
sheets only one hard copy is bdng submitted to the Secretary's office. 

Please dhrect any questions with respect to tiiis reque^for autflqHzation to 
proceed to Ryan Childs at p07) 760-5635. 

Van Ness F l̂Oman, P.C. 
1050 Thomas Jefferson Street, NW 
Washington, DC 20007 

Attadiments 

Attorney for 
Roddes Express Pipeline LLC 

cc: Laura Turner, FERC 
John Peconom, FERC 
Ellen Saint Onge, FERC 
AU Parties 
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REQUEST FOR NOTICE TO PROCEED WITH 
HIGHWAY 106 HORIZONTAL DIRECTIONAL DRILL 
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ROCraES EXPRESS PIPELINE LLC 
DOCKET NO. CP07-208-000 

REQUEST FOR NOTICE TO PROCEED 
HIGHWAY 106 HORIZONTAL DIRECTIONAL DRILL 

1.0 INTRODUCTION 

Rockies Express Pipeline LLC (Rockies Express) is requesting a Notice to Proceed from the 
Federal Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC) to commence certain construction activities 
associated with the Rockies Express Pipeline-East (REX-East) Project that have been 
authorized in this docket. Specifically and as more fully described herein. Rockies Express 
requests approval to proceed with the horizontal directional drill (HDD) crossing of Highway 106. 
Section 2.0 of this Notice to Proceed request shows the requested facility In table and text 
formal. 

In summary. Rockies Express has completed cultural resources surveys of the areas requested 
to conduct the HDD crossings such that the FERC's obligation to the comply with section 106 of 
Ihe National Historic Preservation Act (NHPA) can be demonstrated through concurrence with 
the results of the surveys by the various appropriate State Historic Preservation Offices (SHPO). 
In addition, compliance with section 7 of the Endangered Species Act can be demonstrated 
through consultations and surveys with the various appropriate U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
(FWS) field offices. Sections 4.1.1. 4.1.2, and 4.1.3 of this Notice to Proceed discuss section 7 
compliance, biological surveys, and cultural resources surveys and SHPO concurrence, 
respectively. 

Rockies Express respectfully requests issuance of the Notice to Proceed for the proposed area 
(MPs 79.0 to 79.9) by August 11, 2008. 

As shown in table 4.1-1, Rockies Express has not yet received the permit for hydrostatic lest 
water discharges. While Rockies Express has not yet obtained this permit. It will not be 
conducting hydrostatic testing until a later date, when the necessary agency approval 
has been received. 

2.0 DESCRIPTION OF FACILITIES 

Table 2-1 summarizes the location and crossing length of the requested HDD. The area 
specifically requested (start to stop milepost (MPs)) are listed under the Crossing Site AppnDX. 
Mileposts in table 2-1. The areas requested include the temporary additional workspaces for 
the drill entry and exit points and pipe layout areas. Maps and alignment sheets shovinng the 
requested area, including the beginning and ending Notice to Proceed areas (flagged), 
construction and permanent right-of-way. drill entry and exit points, pipe laydown areas, and 
access roads are included as Attachment A. 

August 2008 
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Rockies Express Pipeline-East Project 
Request for Notice to Proceed with the Highway 106 Horizontal Directional Drills 

1 TABLE 2-1 

Rockies Express Pipeline-East Project 
Location of Rftquested HocUontat Dtreclional DrUt Crossings 

HOD/ 
IWatertudy 
iName 
{Milepost 
<MP)) 

HwylOe 
(MP 79.0 lo 
79.9) 

Crossing Site DrtIt 
Approx Mileposts Entry 
(Area Requested Point 

spread in NTP) (MP> 

A-2 MP 79.0 to MP 796 
79.9 

Onll 
Exit 

Point 
(MP) 

79.2 

Crossing 
Site 

Length Western Acoe^s Eastern Access 
(feet) Road Name Road Name 

2141 Along construction Along constiudion 
rjglil-of-way off right-of-way off 
Campt>ell Road Clay Hollow Road 

Con-
stnjcbon 

Start Date 

August 11 

3.0 CERTIFICATE CONDITIONS 

Attachment B summarizes Rockies Express" compliance with each of the FERC's 147 
Certificate Conditions for the REX-East Project, and it identifies where Rockies Express has 
addressed its compliance with each (i.e.. in a prior filing or in this Request for Notice to 
Pn^ceed). Note that Rockies Express filed its Initial Implementation Plan in compliance with 
Certificate Condition No. 6 on June 2,2008. 

The following sections discuss each HDD requested and their applicable Certificate Conditions 
applicable to the Highway 106 

Tat^e 3.1-1 describes the Certificate Conditions that are applicable and specific to this Notice to 
Proceed request for the Highway 106 HDD area requested. Rockies Express responses are 
provided herein. 

No. 

TABLE 3.1-1 

Rockies Express Pipeline-Cast Prxjjfect 
Certificate Conditions Applicable to ttie Requested Horizontal Directional Drill Crossings 

Condition Requirement (sumn^nzed) 

Follow construction procedures and mitigation measures descrit}ed in application, supplemental filings (including 
responses to staff data requests}, and identified in Ihe EfS. unless modification is rec^ested and approved. 

Authorized facility hxabons ate shown in the EIS. as supplemented by filed alignment sheets. Modifications or site-
specific clearances must t>e written and reference locations on atignment maps/sheets. 

Pite afignment maps/sheets and aeri^ ptetographs al i:6,00a-scale identifying all route realignments or fadiity 
retocatjons. and areas Ihat would be used or disturtred and have not been previously identified for approval. 

Implementation Plan - Gantt chart 

File use and site-specifk; justification for size of each additional temporary workspace. 

79 

if 
89 

91 

T41 

File site-specific justification for each addiliona) workspace within 50 feet of a wetland or watertx}dy. 

File Hydrostatic Testif»g Plan. 

File locatkws t>y milepost of springs, seeps, and wells idenlffied within 1 SO feot of construction work areas. 

No tree clearing between HOO drill entry site and HDD drill exit site. 

File CRP locations, agency oon-espondence, and mitigation measures to protect CRP lands. 

File docurnentaliort of consultations with FWS to detemiine need hr bald eagle surveys. V surveys are required, die 
survey reports along with FWS comments. 

Complete bat surveys pri<x to constaicton and impl^nent mitigation measures for 200B surveys. 

File specific mitigation measures in accordance with BA that apply wiihin an identified habitat unit ID. 

Defer oonslnjclian and use of all facilities until cultural resources surveys and SHPO consultations have been 
completed. 

I 143 [File updated site-specific plans for each HOD entry or exit site vrfiere noise mitigation is proposed. 

August 2008 
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Rockies Express Pipeline-East Project 
Request for Notice to Proceed with the Highway 106 Horizontal Directional Drills 

TABLE 3.1-1 

Rockies Express Pipeline-East Pro|ect 
Certilicate Conditions Applicable to the Requested Horizontal Directional Drill Crossings 

No. 

144 

Condition Requirement (summarized) 

File noise anaiysis for HOD sttes not evaluated in the ErS. 

3.1.1 Certificate Condition No. 1 

Rockies Express does not require any nuxlifications to the construction procedures and 
mitigation measures described in its application and supplements (including responses to staff 
data requests) and as identified in the FEIS and the Certificate for the construction ot the HDD 
area requested herein. 

3.1.2 Certificate Condition No. 4 

Rockies Express is providing herein as Attachment A revised detailed alignment maps/sheets of 
the requested HDD area at a scale not smaller than 1:6,000 with station positions for all facilities 
approved by the Order. 

3.1.3 Certificate Condition No. 5 

Rockies Express has modified the Highway 106 HDD as a result of better determination of the 
existing Panhandle Eastern Pipeline (PEPL). Rockies Express shifted Its pipeline about 100 
feet to the north. All surveys have been completed and landowner approval has been obtained. 
This reroute was shown on the construction alignment sheets filed v^th the FERC on June 10, 
2008. 

3.1.4 Certificate Condition No. 6 

Rockies Express filed its Initial Implementation Plan, items a. through f in its acceptance of the 
Commission's Order. As required by item f. of Certificate Condition No. 6, Rockies Express is 
filing as Attachment C a Gantt chart showing the completion of all required surveys and reports; 
the mitigation training of on-site personnel; the start of construction; and the start and 
completion of restoration. 

3.1.5 Certincate Condition No. 14 

Rockies Express will use its designated drill pads, pipe stringing areas, and access roads for 
constructing these woric areas. These additional temporary workspace areas are necessary for 
the installation of the pipeline using the HDD method and are shov/n on the alignment sheets. 

3.1.6 Certificate Condition No. 17 

Rockies Express has modified its additional temporary workspace areas required to complete 
the Highway 106 HDD c:rossing such that none are within 50 feet of a wetland or waterbody. 

August 2008 
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Rockies Express Pipeline-East Project 
Request for Notice to Proceed with the Highway 106 Horizontal Directional Drills 

3.1.7 Certificate Condition No. 19 

Rockies Express has identified the sources for hydrostatic test water and is in the process of 
coordinating with the appropriate agencies to obtain authorization for testing activities (see table 
3.1.7-1). Rockies Express will obtain water for hydrostatic testing of the horizontal directional 
drill strings from a munidpal source or the waterbodies being crossed. Rockies Express will 
saeen the intake hose (100 mesh screen size) to prevent the entrainment of fish and debris and 
will suspend the Intake above the bottom of the vtraterbody to minimize disturbance. The 
following table provides a summary of the hydrostatic test requirements. 

TABLE 3.1.7-1 

Rockies Express Pipeline - East Project 
Hydrostatic Test Requirements - Highway 106 Horizontal Directiorml Drill 

Source of Hydrostatic Test 
Walertxxly Name Milepost Volume (gallons) Water Discharge Location (Alternate) 

Highway 105 79.0 169.500 Municipal Source Upland Location East of NODE »t 

3.1.8 Certificate Condition No. 54 

The construction worit areas associated with the Highway 106 HDD are not within 150 feel of 
any known springs, seeps, or wells. 

3.1.9 Certificate Condition No. 74 

As stated in its acceptance of the Commissior)*s Order Issuing Certificate (filed on June 2, 
2008), Rockies Express will not clear any trees between the wortcspace for the drill entry site 
and the workspace for the exit site during construction. Any right-of-way or other workspace 
depicted on the alignment sheets will be used solely by foot or small vehicle traffic in order place 
a pump in the waterbody to obtain hydrostatic test water for the HDD strings, where necessary; 
no tree clearing will occur. Rockies Express wilt screen the intake hose (100 mesh screen size) 
to prevent the entrainment of fish and debris and vnil suspend the intake above the bottom of 
the waterbody to minimize disturbance. Rockies Express understands that minor brush 
clearing; less than three feet wide, using hand tools is allowed to fadiitate the use of the HDD 
tracking system wires. 

3.1.10 Certificate Condition No. 79 

Rockies Express has confirmed that no construction work areas associated vwth the Highway 
106 HDD will impact any Conservation Reserve Pnagram (CRP) lands. 

3.1.11 Certificate Condition No. 82 

Rockies Express has discussed its compliance with Certificate Condition No. 82 In its 
acceptance of the Commission's Order Issuing Certificate (filed on June 2. 2008). Through 
correspondence with the FWS and Illinois Department of Natural Resources (ILDNR). Rockies 
Express has confirmed that the workspaces associated with the Highway 106 HDD requested 
herein will not impact any nesting bald eagles. 

August 2008 
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Rockies Express Pipeline-East Project 
Request for Notice to Proceed with the Highway 106 Horizontal Directional Drills 

3.1.12 Certificate Condition No. 89 

Rockies Express has surveyed for Indiana bats in areas that were not surveyed in 2007 in 
accordance with FWS-approved 2007 survey procedures to locate nursery roost trees. All 
required Indiana bat surveys have been completed. More information regarding these surveys 
is discussed in the response to Certific:ate Condition No. 91 below. 

3.1.13 Certificate Condition No. 91 

Rockies Express has completed all survey work and requirements relating to the Indiana bat for 
the REX-East Project. It has filed reports summarizing survey results and all mitigation 
measures in accordance with the Biological Assessment (BA) with the FWS offices in Marion, 
Illinois. Bioomington, Indiana, and Reynoldsburg. Ohio. Documentation of Itlinois 
correspondence and survey reports were included in Rockies Express' acceptance of the 
Commission's order Issuing Certificate filed on June 2, 2008. 

3.1.14 Certificate Condition No. 141 

Infonnation regarding compliance with section 106 of the NHPA and the status of cultural 
resources surveys and SHPO correspondence is discussed in section 4.1.4 of this Notice to 
Proceed request. 

3.1.15 Certificate Condition No. 143 

The Highway 106 HDD is not listed in table 4.11.2-1 of the FEIS because it is a new HDD, as 
discussed in Rockies Express* response to this Certificate Condition in its acceptance of the 
Commission's Order Issuing Certificate on June 2, 2008. However, based on the noise 
analysis, activities at the HDD have the potential to exceed 55 day-night average sound level. 
Therefore, the alignment sheets attached as Attachment A show the noise mitigation measures 
Rockies Express intends to implement during construction at this crossing. Rockies Express 
proposes to monitor its noise levels and will install additional noise mitigation measures or take 
action if the noise levels at the HDD sites exceed the regulatory level. 

3.1.16 Certificate Condition No. 144 

Rockies Express filed a noise analysis, for review and written approval by the Director of OEP, 
in accordance with Certificate Condition No. 144 in its acceptance of the Commissbn's Order 
issuing Certificate on June 2,2008. Therefore, this Certificate Condition has tieen fulfilled. 

4.0 ENVIRONMENTAL CLEARANCES 

4.1 Status of Required Permits and Authorizations 

Table 4.1-1 lists the status of pennits applicable to the HDD areas included in this Notice to 
Proceed request. Permits or authorizations not listed are not required for or are exempt from 
the activities requested at the HDD crossings. As discussed in section 1.0, Rockies Express 
has not yet received its General Permits for Hydrostatic Test Water Discharges. These permits 
should be received by August 1,1008. Rockies Express will not conduct its hydrostatic testing 
until a later date, when the necessary agency approval has been received. 

August 2008 
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Rockies Express Pipeline-East Project 
Request for Notice to Proceed with the Highway 106 Horizontal Directional Drills 

TABLE 4.1-1 

Rockies Express Pipeline-East Project 
status of Pennits - Horizontal Directional Drills 

Permit Dale Application SutwiittBd Permit Receipt Date fs>r Anticipated) 

4/30/2OO7 
Ongoing since Fetxuary 2007 

FEDERAL PERMrTS 
Cerlificate of Public Convenience and t l̂ecessity 
Section 7 Consultations (All States) 

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service Migratory Bird Treaty Act - Ongoing since Febaiary 2007 
Conservation Agreemertt 
STATE PERMITS 
Pemiit for Land Application of Hydrostatic Test Water 
Discharges 
State Listed Species, Species of Concern Consultation 

Section 106 Oearance tor (^ttural Resources 

712Q/0B 

Ongoing since FetKuary 2007 

Ongoing since FetHvary 2007 

5/30/2008 
4/24/2008 

3/2&200a 

(9/30/2008)* 

3/19/2007 
4/9/2008 

See tat)le 4.1.3-1 

While Rockies Ejpress has not yet i;ri>tained this permit, it will not t>e conducting the 3Ctivily(ies) authorized by tho pemiit 
until a later date, when the necessary agency approval has Iwcn received. 

4.1.1 Status of Listed Species Surveys 

The folkswing table summarizes the status of listed species surveys at the requested HDD areas 
for the REX-East Prqect. 

TABLE 4.1.1.1 

HDD 

Rockies Express PipeKne-EasI Project 
status ol Listed Species Surveys at Requested Horizontal Directional Drill (HDD) Crossings 

Federally Ltsted Species Clearance 
(Yos/No. explanation) 

State-Listed Species Oearanoe 
(Yes/No. jx^ana!ipnj_ 

Highway 106 Yes Yes 

Status of Surveys and Consultations Under Section 7 of the Endangered Species Act 

Rockies Express consulted with the FWS. Columbia. Missouri; Marion, Illinois; Bioomington. 
Indiana; and Reynoldsburg, Ohio Field Offices, regarding potential effects of the REX-East 
Project on federally listed threatened and endangered species. As noted in the FEIS, the 
Indiana bat, whooping crane, clubshell. fanshell, fat pocketbook. northern riffleshell. decurrent 
false aster, eastern prairie fringed orchid, prairie bush clover, and running buffalo clover were 
identified by ihe FWS as federatfy listed species potentially occurring within the project area. As 
further noted in the FEIS, three candidate species for federal listing, the Eastern massassauga. 
rayed bean, and spectaclecase. were also identified by the FWS as potentially occurring within 
the project area. The FWS concluded that the REX-East Project would have no effect on 4 of 
the to federally listed threatened or endangered species (clubshell. decun^nt false aster, 
eastem prairie fringed orchid, and prairie bush clover) and may affecU but would nol be likely to 
adversely affect the remaining 6 federally listed threatened or endangered species (Indiana bat, 
whooping crane, fansheli, fat pocketbook. northern riffleshell. and running buffalo clover). The 
FWS also concluded that the REX-East Project would riot be likely to adversely affect the 
Eastern massassauga, rayed bean, or spectaclecase. 

Rockies Express has completed habitat review and threatened and endangered species 
surveys, where necessary, at all of the requested HDD locations. Rockies Express conducted 

6 August 2008 
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Rockies Express Pipeline-East Project 
Request for Notice to Proceed with the Highway 106 Horizontal Directional Drills 

surveys in the summers of 2007 and 2008 for Indiana bats, federally listed mussel species, the 
running buffalo clover, and the Eastern massassauga in areas of suitable habitat as established 
through consultation with the FWS. Rockies Express provided the results of 2007 Indiana bat 
surveys in its supplemental filing dated September 28, 2007. the results of 2008 Indiana bat 
sun/eys in Missouri and Illinois In its acceptance of the Commission's Order Issuing Certificate 
dated June 2. 2008. the results of 2007 mussel surveys in its supplemental filing dated August 
27, 2007, the results of 2007 running buffalo clover surveys in its supplemental filing dated July 
27. 2007. and the results of 2007 Eastem massassauga surveys in its FERC environmental 
information request dated February 8. 2008. Rockies Express provided the results of 2008 
Eastem massasauga surveys. 2008 Indiana bat surveys in Indiana and Butler County. Ohio, 
2008 mussel surveys, and 2008 running buffalo clover surveys in a supplemental filing dated 
June 25, 2008. With the exceptk>n of the Indiana bat, no federally listed species were found 
during surveys. 

As stipulated in the FWS's concun-ence letter to the Commission, dated April 24. 2008, section 
7 consultation for the REX-East Prcyect has been concluded. Rockies Express' and the FWS' 
threatened and endangered spedes consultations and clearances are induded as Attachment 
D. 

Status of State-listed Threatened and Endangered Spedes Surveys and Consultations 

Rockies Express has consulted with the Illinois Department of Natural Resources (ILDNR). 
regarding impacts on state-listed threatened and endangered spedes potentially affected by the 
project. As noted in the FEIS. these consultations resulted in the following state-listed spedes 
potentially affected by the project in Illinois: bakj eagle, 

Rockies Express conduded consultation for state-listed threatened and endangered species 
with the ILDNR in a letter dated March 19, 2007. Rockies Express* and state agency 
threatened and endangered species consultations and clearances are included as Attachment 
D. 

4.1.2 Status of Wetland and Waterbody Surveys 

Rockies Express has completed wetland and waterbody surveys for the requested HDD area, 
and table 4.1.2-1 summarizes the sun/ey results. 

TABLE 4.1.2-1 

Rockies Express Pipeline-East Project 
Status of Wetland and Watertiody Surveys at the Requested Horizontal Directional Drill |HDD} Crossings 

Survey Acres Acres 
HDD Status WatertodylD Affected Wetland ID Affected 

Highway 106 Complete WB.IL-7&-AAAA * M/A NA N/A 

Feature is avoided by use of HOD aossing method. 

Rockies Express will adhere to the mitigation measures outlined in its Wetland and Watert>ody 
Constaidion and Restoration Procedures. These indude placing silt fences around the 
perimeter of wetlands and near the waterbodies and construction activities wiN be prohibited 
from occurring within 50 feel of these areas, except where the adjacent upland consists of 
actively cultivated or rotated cropland or other disturl^ed land. In addition, Rockies Express will 

7 August 2008 
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Rockies Express Pipeline-East Proiect 
Request for Notice to Proceed vtrith the Highv^y 106 Horizontal Directional Drills 

adhere to the measure outlined in its SPCC Plan during construdion in the event of an 
inadvertent release of hazardous materials. These include restricting refuelling and lubricating 
of construction equipment to upland areas at least 100 feet from the edge of any streams, 
wetlands, ditches, and other waterix>dies; storing fuel containers fn a secondary containment 
structure or in an upland area at least 200 feet from wetlands and/or watertxxlies; and adhering 
to the response measures discussed in sections 4.2 and 4.3 of the SPCC Plan. 

4.1.3 Status of Cultural Resource Surveys and Compliance with Section 106 

Summary of Cultural Resource Surveys 

In several FERC fillings between April 2007 and July 2008. Rockies Express provided evidence 
of completbn of cultural resource surveys and concurrence with the results of those from the 
Illinois SHPO for the areas associated v/ith the Highway 106 HDD location being requested for 
Notice to Proceed. In accordance with Certificate Condition No. 141, Roddes Express is 
providing with this filing a summary of the status of its cultural resource surveys for the facilities 
for which it seeks Notice to Proceed in this request. 

Table 4.1.3-1 summarizes the status of cultural resources survey and SHPO concurrence for 
the HDDs requested herein. Copies of the applicable cultural report and SHPO concurrence 
letters are induded as Attachment E. Rockies Express has also identified in Attachment E the 
nearest cultural resource to the proposed begin and end point of its requested HDD areas. 
Rockies Express will not affed these sensitive resources during HDD adtvities. This 
information is being filed under separate cover and has been marked "Contains Privileged 
Informafion - Do Not Release." 

August 2008 
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ATTACHME^fr B 

Rocltl«« EKpr«s» Pipelinv-EasI Project 
Certif icate Condit ions Appl icabi l i ty / Status 

Response Addressed 
Previously ^^ Current 

No. Condition Reguirofnont {surrunanzed) Filed * Request NA 

1 FoSow oonstniction procedures and mitigation measures described in appftcabon, X 
supplemental filings {including responses to staff data requests), and identified in 
the EIS, unless modification is requested amA approved. 

2 The Director of OEP has delegated authority to take whatever steps are rtecessary X 
lo ensure the protection of afl environmental resources during construction and 
opera^on of the REX-East Project. 

3 File a f f i rm^ve statement that company personnel^ Els. and contiactor personnel X 
will be informed of El's authority and have been trained on Ihe environmental 
mitigatityi measures appropriate lo their iobs. 

4 Authorized facility locations are shown in the ElS. as supplemented by fHed X 
alignment sheets. Modifications or site-speciric clearances must be wntten and 
reference locations on alignment maps/sheets. 

5 RIe alignment maps/sheets and aerial photographs at 1:6,000-scale identifying all 
route realignments or facility relocalions. and areas that would be used or 
disturt)ed and tiave not been previousty identified for approval. 

6 File initfaf Implementation Plan. X 

7 File updated weekty status reports prepared t>y the lead El . X 

8 Implemeni an environmental complaint resolution procedure to remain active for 3 X 
years ft^owing constniction. 

9 Receive writlcn authorization from the Director of OEP before commencing service X 
of the F^ject. 

10 File an affirmative statemeni that facilities have been constructed in compliance X 
wilh all apfriicatile conditions. 

11 Defer service from Duke Energy's planned transmission line uni0 Ohio SKPQ and X 
FWS comments are filed and approval is otAaincd from Director of OEP. 

12 Where pipeline par^lels PEPL's 30O and 400 lines, revise construction plans to X 
overlap 15 feet of the ensting PEPL permanent right-of-way. 

13 F^o revised consfruction ptans to center pipeltfie within pemianenl right-of-way X 
unless this decreases distance between pipeiirie and PEPL to less than 65 feet. 

14 F ie use and site-specifc juslificalion for size of each addilional temporary 
worki^ace. 

15 Do not exercise eminent domain authority to acquire additional workspace for X 
topsoil storage. 

16 File revised Plan and Procedures to be consistent with tables 2.3-1 and 2.3-2 of X 
the EIS 

17 File site-specific justirication for each additional workspace within 50 feet of a 
wetland or watertxxly. 

16 File bulk matenal dispose plan for excess rock, trees, brush, and other X 
cortstniction debris. 

19 File Hydrostatic Testing Plan. 

20 Revise Procedures and alignment sheets for a 7S-foot-wide constmction right-of-
way in wetlands: file site-specific justification for addiltonal workspace. 

21 File list of fiukJS used during mkxartunneling process. X 

22 File constructton plan for kx»tions whore pipeline crosses or would be constructed X 
ak>ng or with power lino tights-of'^way. and additional mitigatksn measures lo 
prevent damage from fault currents aryl induced voHages. 

23 Pile draft third^iarty environmental monitorirtg program; obtain proposals to provide X 
monilonng services. 

24 Incorporate variatkxi from MP 291.0 to MP 291.3 (McCarroll property) and file 
updated alignment sheets. 

25 Incorporate variation from MP 300.5 to MP 301.0 {Rogers property) and file 
updated alignment sheets. 
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ATT A C H M E t ^ B 

Rockies Express PIpeJine-East P r o ^ 
Certif icate Condi t ions Appl icabi l i ty / Status 

No. Condition Requirement (swnmahzed) 

Response 
Previously 

F i led* 

Addressed 

to Current 

Request 

26 Incorporate variation from MP 318.1 to MP 316.5 (Parker pn^perty) and file 
updated alignment sheets. 

27 Inooiporaie variation from MP 370.0 (o MP 370.6 (Alverson properties) and file 
updated alignment sheets. 

28 Incorporate variation from MP 376.3 to MP 376.8 (Bral^ in property) and file update 
alignment sheets. 

29 Incorporate variation from MP 380.4 to MP 360,6 (Yane property), and file updated 
alignment sheets and siie-spedfic erosion and spill control measures to protect 
pond from contamination and sDtatk>n. 

30 Incorporate variation from MP 363.1 to MP 384.0 (Morgan property) and ffle 
updated aligrvnent sheets 

31 File site-specific construction plan for extended bore of Walnut Forit Creek and 
Pipe Cfeek Road. 

32 Incorporate variation from MP 395.1 to MP 395.8 (White property) and file updated 
ahgnmeHit sheets. 

33 File documentation (rf easement agreements for variation from MP 401.5 to MP 
402.4. or documentation of consolation with Schulte. Octzel. and SUm of route 
variation that addresses their concerns. File revised alignment sheets, and a 
summary of environmeniai resources affected by revised route. 

34 Incorporate variation from MP 405.1 to MP 405.9 (Minges and Schoenhart 
properties) and file updated alignment sheets. 

35 Incorporate V3riatk>n from MP 406.2 to MP 406.5 (Maus property) and file updated 
afignment sheels-

36 File documentation of easement agreements for variation from MP 417.8 to MP 
418.4. or documentation of consultatkxi with Storck-Stump and Hesford of route 
variation that addresses their concems. File revised alignment sheets, and a 
summary of environmental resources affected by reused route. 

37 Incorporate variation from MP 426,1 to MP 426.3 (Chase variation) and file 
upderted afignment ^ i e ^ s , 

38 Incorporate variabon from MP 452.7 lo MP 453.6 (Frye variation), file updated 
alignment sheets, ^ d submit inkxmalion lo Village of Waynesville. Ohio Waste 
and Water CKvision of the Utililies Department, and other applicable agencies 
regardmg consfrudion in the WPA. 

39 Incorporate variation from MP 456.1 lo MP 458 9 (Mowrey and Jones properties) 
and file tqxtated alignment sheets. 

40 Incorporate variation from MP 459.8 to MP 460.0 (Rowe variation) and file updated 
alignment sheets. 

41 Incorporate variabon from MP 477.1 to MP 477.5 (Kile property) and file updated 
alignment sheets. 

42 File documentation of easement agreements for variation from MP 521.9 to MP 
523.3. or documentafion of oonsultation with Scothom and Petty of route variation 
ff>at addresses their concems. File revised alignment sheets, and a surrwnary of 
environmental resources aHected by revised route. 

43 File revised alignment sheets of variabc^ from MP 555.4 to WP 557.3 (Noll Route 
Variation). 

44 File documentation of easement agreements for variaHon from MP 623.3 to MP 
624.4. or documentation of consultation with Shaffer of route variation that 
addresses their concems. F3e revised a l i g n m ^ l sheets, arKl a summary of 
environmental resources affected by revised route. 

45 Incorporate variation frxxn MP 384.0 to MP 364.4 (Revised MP 364 Variation for 
residences, but starts at MP 384.0) and file updated alignment sheets. 

46 Incorporate variation from MP 446.5 to MP 447.4 (FERC's Revised McC^arty 
Variation), file updated alignment sheets, and provide landowner notification 
package to the newly affected landowner(s). 

NA 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 
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ATTACHMENT B 

Rockies Express Pipeline-East Project 
Certmcate CofKmions Appl icabi l i ty / Status 

Condition Requiremeni (summarized) 

File s i te^pedf ic plan for oil or gas wells within the construction work area, both 
active and abaufoned-

File plan for identificabon of karst features and mitigation for crossing features 
during construction. 

RIe contingency plan for HDDs in the karst areas. 

RIe Mining Subsidence Ran. 

RIe consullatkxis with I N D I ^ and ODNR regarding smaf susceptibility of 
waterbodies crossed, and H t of scour-prone areas. 

File High Water Contingency Plan for constniction of Mississip^ River aossing. 

File Agricultural Wet Weather Contingency Plan. 

File locations by milepost of springs, seeps, and wells kJentified within 150 feet of 
conslructon work areas. 

RIe revised SPCC Plan to restrict refueling near wetlands and watertxxJies. and 
private and municipal water supply wells. 

RIe site-specific spill plan to reduce spots/leaks from consfruction-related 
equipment at Hoosier Hills WPA. 

RIe water quality testing plan for Hoosier Hills Regtonal Water Districrs existing 
wells: provide copies to Hoosier Hills. 

Notify Hoosier Hills al least 46 hours prior to the start of construction between MPs 
393 and 394. 

File agency consultations regarding consfructk>n in WPAs or Other groundwater 
management areas crossed. 

File report kJentifying alJ water supply wells/systems damaged by consfruction and 
how repaired. 

File donimentalion of consultation with organlzattons/individuais that withdraw 
potable water within 3 miles of Ftatrock River (MP 3627) and Somerset Creek (MP 
553.2). and final consultations with City of Louisiana in Missouri. 

fMle H n n geolechnical feasibility investigattons. revised site-specific constniction 
diagrams, and contrngency ptans for Embanas and Muskingum Rivers. 

Cross all dry intermittent waterlxxlies using open-cut method and mitigalkjii 
measures v(BK2) through v(8)(4)of Procedures 

Fne revised site-specific cnassing plans showing restoration and mitigation 
measures for waterbodies listed in tables 4.3.5-1 and 4.6.2-1 of the EIS and 
applicable agency consultatkins. 

File agency consultations prior to initiating altemative crossing method at Paint 
Creek or White River. 

Successfully complete HDD or microtunneling of Little Miami River between MP 
432.9 and MP 467 2. 

Successfully complete HDD or microtunneling of Big Dari^y Creek between MP 
494.1 and MP 533.9. 

File site-specific plans that identify the source and discharge locations of 
hydrostatic test water tor HDD of Uttle Miami River and Big Dart>y Creek. 

Provide Hoosier Hifis Regional Water District copy of hydrostatic test water 
analysis prior to Whitewator Ftiver discharge. 

RIc site-spedfk: blasting plans for each wetland with shaDow bedrock prior to 
blasting. 

File site-spedftc w/etland restoration plan for Blackburn island in consultation with 
COe, FWS. and MODNR. 

Consult wilh COE. FWS. and appropriate agencies reganJing forested wetlands 
and revise Wetland Mitigation Plan. 

File oonsultataons with COE. FWS. aT«J appropriate agenwes. and final Wetteno 
Miligation Plan. 

No tree clearing between HDD drill entry site and HDD dnil exit site. 

Response Addressed 

Previously '«Current 
Filed * Request 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X X 

NA 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 1 

X 

X 

' ^ 
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ATTACHMENT B 

Rockies Express Pipeline-East Project 
Certif icate Condi t ions Appl icabit l ty / Status 

Response Addressed 
Previously ^^ Current 

No. Condition Requiren^ent (summarized) F i l o d ' Request NA 

75 Use onsite markers atong permanent right-of-way to klentify yto clearing' zones X 
within vegetated riparian strips adjacent to waterttodies avoided during 
maintenance activities. 

76 File site-specific cortstruction plan showing 75-foot right-of- way at classified forest X 
Irom MP 331.9 and MP 332.2; justify any free removal. 

77 File Compensatory Mitigation Ran for classified forest areas in Indiana. X 

76 File Ftood Control Permit from INDNR. X 

79 File CRP k>calior)s. agerury coTespondence. and mitigation measures to protect X 
CRP lands. 

80 Use only certiried weed-free straw or hay bales for sediment barriers or mirioh X 
during construction and revegetaHon of disturbed areas. 

61 File documentatton of correspondence vnth Comprehensive WUdlifc Conservatton X 
Strategy Coordinators for Missouri. Indiana, and Ohio. 

82 File documentation of consultations vwth FWS io determine need for bald eagle X X 

surveys. If s i rvoys are required, file survey reports along with PWS comments. 

63 Comply with Conservation Guidelines. X 

64 Oevetop consfruction sctuiduies lor C^rassy Creek and the Upper Mississippi (X>A. X 

85 Comply Mth watertxxjy crossing time windows estabfished by the ILDNR. INDNR. X 
and OPSB. 

86 Use dry-ditch method al waterbodies consklcrcd fisheries of special concem and < X 
30 feet wide: request approval tor wet crossing nuithod. 

67 Implemeni measures for habitai unil IDs surveyed in 2007 and for which Indiana X 
t>ats w ^ e identified txi l no nursery roost frees were identified. 

88 Implement measures for hat»tat unit lOs surveyed in 2007 and for which Indiana X 
bats were identified artd nursery roost frees were identified. 

89 Complete bat surveys prior to construction and implement mitigation measures for X 
ZOOS surveys. 

90 RIe updated list of areas to be surveyed for Indiana bats identifying the habitat unit X 
IDs by milepost. 

91 File spedfic miligaiion measures in accordan<^ with BA that apply witoin an X 
identifted habitat unit ID. 

92 Dorto lbumU'ces. l imbs.bnish, and det}rts in the right-ol way within 500 feet of X X 
suitable hat>itat associated with each habitai unit ID. 

93 Do not use hertxbdes or pest ic ide for maintenance of the permanent right-of-way X 
or adjacent forested areas. 

94 If Mtssissipp) River. Wabash River. Big Walnut Creek, or Big Dartiy Creek crossing X 
fails, halt consfriicbon activities and file site-specific altomato watortxxly crossing 
plans in consultation vmth FERC. COE, and FWS. 

95 Do not begin altemative crossing of (he Mississippi River, Wabash River, Big X 
Walnut Creek, or Big Darby Creek until FERC consults wiih FWS and COE, and 
approval is received in writing. 

96 Use dry-ditch crossing method al Sugar Creek (MP 484.3). X 

97 Limit ^>ecific construction activities ^ t h i n 300 feet of documented nursery roost X 
trees and alternative roost trees identified. 

98 Have FWS-quaiiricd tvotogist supervise tree clearing operations in Indiana bal X 
habitat 

99 Imnrtemenl mitigation measures it whoopmg cranes are encountered in >ridnity ol X 
constivction work area. 

100 Fiie mussel survey reports for Anderson Fork. East Forte Paint Creek, Little Walnut X 
Creek, Tributary to Buriey Run. Bnjsh Creek. Buffalo Font, Tributary to Crabapple 
Creek, and Cat Run in Ohio, documentation of consult^ion with F v i ^ and ODNR, 
arKJ cof^ervation measures. 
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No. 

ATTACHMENT B 

Rockies Express Pipt i tne-East P r p ^ 
Certif icate Condi t ions Appl icabi l i ty / Status 

Condition f ^ u i r e m e n t (summarized) 

Response 
Previously 

F i l e d ' 

Addressed 

In Cunent 

Request 

101 Oo not withdraw hydrostatic test water from Sugar Creek, the Sctoto FUver. Deer 
Creek, and Big Dairtjy Creek or their tributaries. 

102 If Scioto ftiver. Deer Creek in Deer Creek State Parit. or Big Oartjy Creek cross 
faHs, halt constniction and file site-specific altemale waterbody crossing plans in 
consultation wilh FERC. COE. and FWS. 

103 Do not begin alternative crossing of Scioto River, Deer Creek in Deer Creek State 
Pari(. or Big Datby Oeek until FERC consults with FWS and COE. and approval is 
received in writing. 

ICM File running buffalo clover survey reports and documentation of FWS consi^tation. 
and implentent mitigation measures. 

105 Devetop aruj implement S-year post-consfrucdon monitoring program to evaluate 
crop productivity; file quarterly reports for 5 years ronowir>g construction. 

106 Employ two Agricuiural Inspectors lor Spreads 1.2, 3,4. and 5. 

107 Hire local drain tile confractors to install/repair drain tiles damaged or rerouted due 
to construction activities. 

108 Identify and mark damaged tile lines, pn^vide infomnation to landovmer and local 
Soil and Water Ckmservation Disbk:t. and keep in company's landowner reconls. 

109 Bury pipeline 5 feel deep where crossing agricultural fields unless otherwise 
negofoted witti landowners. 

110 File documentation that landowrHKS with 3 feel of cover in agricultural fiehls were 
offered opportunity of 5 feet of cover. 

111 File site-^)ecific [4ans in consultation wilh affected landowners describing how 
horae and operation impacts would be avoided, minimized, or mitigated between 
MP 523 and MP 524. and at MP 460. 

112 Reduce consfruction right-of-way to 75 feel through forested portion of Wilson 
FncntMy Maple Farm. 

113 Develop plan to maintain safe egress at the Chester Township Fire Station, 

114 File Site-Specific residential plans and evidence of landowner concivrence if 
consfruction/fendng are located withm 10 feet of residence. 

115 Identify septk; systems and provide Septic System Contingency Plan to propwty 
owners. 

116 File consultations with Federal Aviatton Administration » i d the Ohio Department of 
Transportatton Office of Aviation about any restiictions m the vicinity of the Fairfield 
County Airport. 

f 17 Maintain access or fife mitigation plan tor boat ramp adjacent to HOD exit site of 
the Mississippi River aossing. 

116 File plan for canoe portage al West Fork White River during consfruc&)n. 

119 Maintein public access to B&O trail and avoid tiee cutting at the aossing tocaton. 

120 File consuitatkxis with Camp Woodsmoke regarding crossing schedule and 
additional safety mitigation 

121 File and provide to NPS sile-spedfic plan for each titulary of the Litde Mianni 
River. 

122 File consuitaitons with NPS regarding need for mussel aiKl fish spawning surveys 
at fributaries of Big Darby Creek crossed; file results of any required surveys. 

123 File plan for consfruction and restoration of the UtUe Miami Scenic State Park, 
maintaining safe pubfic access through construction area, and revegetating 
disturt>ed areas. 

124 File site-specific crossing, miti'gafion, and restoration plan for Caesar Creek Sfato 
Park and Wildlife Area, n^intaining safe public access through construction area, 
and revegetating the disturbed areas. 

125 File site-specific crossing (including the HDD crossing of Deer Creek Lake), 
mitigalion, and restoration plan for Deer Creek State Park and Wildlife Area, and 
maintaining safe put)lic access through construction area. 

NA 
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No. 

ATTACHMENT B 

Roddes Express Pipeline-East Project 
CeitHicate Conditions Applicability / Status 

Condition Requiremeni (summarized) 

Response 
Previously 

Filed* 
In Current 
Request r*A 

126 RIe site-spedfk: ox^ssing, mitigation, and restoratnn plan for pipeline consfruction 
activities in Peny State Forest and Blue Rock State Forest. 

127 Woric wilh While Oak Exotic Hunting Preserve to detemiine consfruction timing. 

128 File plans for avoklance or maigatton at sites 23PI36S and 23P1294, and Missouri 
SHPO comments documentation. 

129 Provide quartedy updates of consultations t}etween Rockies Express. Missouri 
SHPO. Native Am^can tribes, aryj larwlowner conceming human remains 
klentified in Missouri. 

130 Provide archaootogical monitor between Missouri Stale Road AD and Sail River 
HDD exit point 

131 Provide archaeological monitor in vidnlty of Montezuma Mound Group (11PK1245) 
from HDD exit point west to about MP 69.7. 

132 Fito plans for aossing prehistoric mound sites llPKeS. 11PK1709 and 11PK1733. 
and llKnois SHPO comments. 

133 Submit research plans to Indiana SHPO fix additional testing in vicinity of 
12FRl25b. and file reports and SHPO comments. 

134 Provide archaeological monitor in vidr^ty of fonmer mound site 12SH12fromVan 
Pelt Ditch to County Road S 25 E. 

135 Provide Indiana SHPO with project documents requested to evaluate histonc 
properties, and file SHPO comments. 

136 Ffle frcatmont plan for Wabash & Erie Canal and Indiana SHPO comments. 

137 Fie site-speciric construction plan for honzontal bore of Whitewater Canal, 
devetoped with Indiana SHPO. 

136 File assessment of project effects on Hunt-Forman Famt. treatment piar for the 
properly, and Ohio SHPO comments. 

139 Provide documentation/alignment sheets showing avoidance or Phase 11 testing of 
site 33FE293: file Phase II report and Ohio SHPO comments. 

140 File plans for aw^ance or mitigation and documentation of SHPO comntents on 
plans for several sites. 

141 Defer constnjclion arid use of all facilities untfl cultural resources surveys and 
SHPO consultatnns have been completed. 

142 Ffle plan tor Indtan^Kilis, Indiana and Qncinr^alt-Hamilton. Ohio-Kentucky-tndiana 
nonattainment regions regarding monitoring compiancc with Tier 2 and Tier 3 
emissions, and emissions remain under (General Conformity Thresholds. 

143 Fite updated site-specific plans for each HDD entry or exit site where noise 
mitigation is proposed. 

144 File noise analysis for HDD sites not evaluated in the EIS. 

145 Make aH reasonable efforts to ensure predicted noise tevels from compressor 
stations are not exceeded al nearby NSAs, and file noise surveys no later than 60 
days after placing each statk}n. 

146 FUe sun«y results for Sny Levee Dtsfrict levee settiement monitoring every 6 
months lot 5 years after installation. 

Response lo Certificale Condition was previously provided with Rockies Express' Initial knplementation Plan and 
acceptance of the Order Issuing Certificate, filed with the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission in June 2006. 
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ROCKIES EXPRESS PIPELINE-EAST PROJECT 

REQUEST FOR NOTICE TO PROCEED WITH 
HIGHWAY 106 HORIZONTAL DIRECTIONAL DRILL 

ATTACHMENT C 
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ROCKIES EXPRESS PIPELINE-EAST PROJECT 

REQUEST FOR NOTICE TO PROCEED WITH 
HIGHWAY 106 HORIZONTAL DIRECTIONAL DRILL 

ATTACHMENT D 
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r̂ : 
tNitEn.TMPttn> 

FWS^-TE 

United States Department of the Interior 

FISH AND WILDUFE SERVICE 
Bnbop Henrr Whipple Federal Building 

I Fecterat Drive 
Fort SneUiiig, MN 56111-4056 

m I A THUS 

Ms. ECimberly D. Bose 
Secretary 
Federal Energy Regulatory Commission 
888 First Streel, NE 
Washington, D.C. 20426 

Re: Request for concurrence on the findings presented in the Rockies Express (REX) East 
Project Biological Assessment 

Dear Ms. Bose: 

We have reviewed the subject document dated March 25,2008, pursuant to section 7 of the 
Endangered Species Act of 1973 as amended. Our review was for the purpose of detennining 
whether wc concur with your determination of "not likely io adversely" for seven federally listed 
species. 

Wc concur with a "not likely to adversely affect" finding for all species. However, we would 
like to make a few points of clarification. As you know, the consultation effort on this project 
has involved multiple conference calls and meetings with REX, their consultant (Natural 
Resource Group), and us, as well as, several coordination calls among your staff and us. 
Through these informal consultation discussions, REX made step-wise progress in incorporating 
conservation measures to minimize the likelihood of adverse effects occurring to listed species. 
Because of this step-wise process, important background information is not explicitly discussed 
in the Biological Assessment. The following comments are to provide this background and 
make our understanding of the conservation measures lucid. 

First and foremost, as we have repeatedly stated in writing and verbally, the best approach to 
ensure adverse effects are avoided is to restrict tree removal to the inactive season. The 
conservation measures proposed by REX are, we believe, adequate and likely to minimize the 
chances of adverse effects occtirring, but obviously not to the extent that seasonal tree-cutting 
restrictions would. 

Second, the conservation measures for the Indiana bat target direct effects to individuals. We 
conclude that adverse indirect effects due to habitat manipulation are unlikely to occur. Based 
on the consultant's analysis of habitat availability pre and post-construction, we concur with 
their findings that the essential character of the suitable Indiana bat habitat will not be degraded 
following construction activities. That is, sufficient foraging, roosting, and travel habitat will 
remain available to Indiana bats within all known occupied areas. Hence, we do not believe 
there will be detectable indirect effects due lo habitat loss or manipulation. 
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Ms. Kimberly Bose 2 

Third, in concurring with a '*not likely to adversely affect" finding we assume that one or more 
Indiana bat captures within large contiguous blocks of suitable habitat (i.e., blocks of habitat that 
contained more than one survey site) indicate Indiana bat presence for the entire block of 
contiguous habitat. Thus, the conservation measures identified on Table 3-1 will be ^plied 
throughout the contiguous block of habitat, not just in areas where bats were captured. 

Fourth, the conservation measures identified for areas with no known nursery trees 
(Conservation Measure 2 on Table 3-1) arc for the purpose of minimizing the chances of cutting 
down an occupied but unknown altemate roost tree. Bats occupying altemate roosts are likely to 
be volant bats (non-volaiit bats are confined to nursery roost treesX and are likely to depart the 
roost tree every night, in which environmental conditions are suitable, to forage. Hence, we 
believe that restricting disturbance and tree-removal activities to periods when bats are foraging 
is very unlikely to result in disturbance of a roosting bat. 

Fifth, Conservation Measure 3.a.ii(3) should be corrected to state the following: "Identify 
potential nursery roost trees and conduct exit cotmts to determine whether it is an occupied 
nursery roost if 20 or more bats arc observed " 

Sixth, pertaining to the conservation measure, *'AU encounters with listed species would he 
reported to the El, who would record the following information: 

- species: 
' location (narrative and maps) and dates of observations: 
- general condition and Health, including injuries and state of healing; 
- diagnostic markings, including identification numbers or markers; and 
- locations moved from and lo." 

On page 37 of the Biological Assessment, please clarify that no handling of such species will 
occiu- without authorization from the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service. 

Lastly, our concurrence is predicated on the assumption that the Federal Energy Regulatory 
Commission will ensure that REX strictly adheres to all conservation measures listed on Table 3-
1 and the text within the Biological Assessment. 

This concludes section 7 consultation on the REX project. If you have any questions or concems 
about the conditions specified within this letter or any other aspect of the consultation, please 
contact Mr. TJ. Miller at 612-713-5334 or Ms. Jennifer Szymanski, of my staff, at 608-783-
8455. 

Sincerely, 

Lynn Lewis 
Assistant Regional Director 
Ecological Services 

cc: FERC, Gas Branch 2, PJ 11.2 
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bee: JeffThommes.NR6-LlC 
Forest Clark, BFO 
Angets Boyer, ROFO 
Joyce Coitins,RtFO 
Heidi Kuska. CMFO 
TJ Miller, RO 
Jennifer Szymanski, RO 
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lOOO IDS Cenccr flMKMHn telephone (612) 347-6769 

80 Souch 6(hih Street I ^ H S I I P ^ H facsimile (612) 347-6780 
Minneapolis. MN SS402 ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ B V w«rw.NRGlt4C.com 

January 23,2007 

Mr. Rick Pletniszka 
Program Manager - Impact Assessment Division 
Springfield OWce of Water Resources 
lUinots Department of Natural Resources 
One Natural Resources Way 
Springfield, IL 62702 

Re: Rockies Express Pipeline - East Project 
Pike, Scott, Morgan, Sangamon, Christian, Macon, Moultrie. Douglas, and Edgar 
Counties, ljlln(^s 

Dear Mr Pletruszka: 

As you are aware, Rockies Express Pipeline LLP (Rockies Express) is proposing to 
constnjct a 42-inch-diameter natural gas pipeline from northeastern Colorado to 
Ctarington, Ohio. The eastern segment of the proposed pipeline (REX-East) crosses 
Missouri, Illinois, Indiana, and Ohk). The flilnois portion of the project is approximately 
195 miles in length and crosses Pike, Scott, Morgan, Sanganvsn. Christian, Macon, 
Moultrie. Douglas, and Edgar Counties. Constructbn of the proposed project is 
anticipated to begin spririg 2008 and It is expected to be in service by winter 2008. 

In a letter to the Illinois Department of Natural Resources (ILDNR) dated December 14, 
2006, Rockies Express explained that it had obtained the Illinois Natural Heritage 
Inventory (NHl) data and had evaluated the inlormation to determine potential species 
and areas of concem. During the project meeting held on January 9, 2007, Rockies 
Express and the ILDNR coltectively reviewed the route maps for the Illinois portion of the 
proposed project including NHI data. During the meeting, you indicated that the 
ILDNR*s primary concem was at the Embarras River crossing. As discussed during the 
meeting, Rockies Express proposes to cross the Embarras River using the horizontal 
d'trectonal drill (HDD) metfiod. This method wil) avoid impacts on the bed and banks of 
the river. Rockies Express !ndk:ated that the entry and exit locations of the HDD wifl be 
located outside of the forested areas adjacent to the river. 

Rockies Express also indicated during the meeting that the proposed crossing method 
for the Mississippi and Illinois Rivers wilt be the HDD method. Unless othenwise 
authorized, in waterbodies where instream disturbance is required, per the lLDNR*s 
recommendation, Rockies Express wiH avoid the fish spawning period, generally 
considered mid-March through June 1. 

It is Rockies Express' understanding that the ILDNR field staff have reviewed the 
proposed project and, with the implementation of the measures discussed above, t̂ as no 
additbnal concems regarding the project 

niNNEAPOUS • HOUSTON • DENVER • PROVIDENCE • ANCHOIUGE • CHARLOTTE • BATON ROUGE 



^0080808-0118 FERC PDF (Unoff ic ia l ) 08/07/2008 

Mr. Rick Pietruszka 
Januafy 23, 2007 
Page 2 ot 2 

As such, with this letter. Rockies Express respectfully requests concurrence from the 
ILDNR that constniction of the proposed project, along with implementation of the above-
reference measures, is not expected to have adverse impacts on sensitive resources in 
Illinois. Providing a response with 30 days wHI allow Rockies Express time to include the 
appropriate discussk>ns in project planning ar)d appNcation materials. 

Per your re()ues1 during the January 9 meeting, attached to this letter are 3 sets of 
topographic map^sased route maps showing both the April 2006 route (preliminary) and 
December 2006 route (currently proposed). 

We appreciate your ongoing cooperation arKJ assistance with ^ e project. If you have 
any questions or require additional infonnation, ptease contact me at 612-359-5678 or by 
e-mail at jrthommes@nrginc.com. 

Sincerely, 

Natural Resource Group. Inc. 

JeffThommes 
Natural Resource Specialist 

Enclosures 

cc: Elizabeth Dotezal. NRG 
Bart Jensen, NRG 
Jim Thompson, Rockies Express Pipeline 
Chariie Bertram. Rockies Express Pipeline 

mailto:jrthommes@nrginc.com
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Project Update Meeting - January 9,2007 
Illinois Department of Natural Resources 

Attendees 
Rick Pletruszka - Program Manager, Div. of Review and Coordination (217) 785-5500 
Karen Miller - Manager, Impact Assessment Section (217) 785-5500 
Jim Thompson - Rockies Express Pipeline 
Chariie Bertram - Rockies Express Pipeline 
Bart Jensen - Natural Resource Group, Inc. 
Jeff Thommes - Natural Resource Group, Inc. 

Jim Thompson explained that the project generally folk>ws the existing Panhandle 
Eastem Pipeline (PEPL) route through Illinois with the Rockies Express construction 
right-of-way generally abutting the existing PEPL right-of-way. 

Jim Thompson described Rockies Express' proposal to complete the crossing of the 
Mississippi River using the horizontal directional drill (HDD) method. Specifically, 
Rockies Express proposes to stage the drill from a site on Btaclcburn Island in the 
Mississippi River. Rockies Express is proposing to drill from Blackburn Island in tx)th 
afMJ east and west direction to complete the installation under the Missis^ppi River. Jim 
Thompson indicated that Rockies Express has been coordinating this process with the 
applicable Missouri and federal agencies and those agencies are familiar with the 
proposal. 

Jim Thompson explair>ed that Rockies Express also expects to complete the crossing of 
the Illinois and Embarras Rivers using the HDD method. Rick Pletruszka stated that 
using Ihis crossing method would account for the cortcems of the ILDNR which are 
focused primarily on aquatic resources within the Embarras River system. 

Rick Pletruszka also indicated that the ILDNR recommends that Rockies Express avoid 
the fish spawning period (roughly March up to June 1st) for crossings of all waterbodies 
within the state. That is consistent with the FERC guidelines included in the Wetland 
Waterbody Constructbn and Mitigation Procedures. Rockies Express stated that it will 
accommodate this request. 

Rick Pletruszka stated that the project avoids sensitive areas throughout Illinois and that 
field staff have reviewed the project alignment and not identified additional areas of 
potential concern. Rick Pletruszka requested that Rockies Express provide three copies 
of route maps with the latest project alignment overiaid on topographic maps to the 
ILDNR. 

Jeff Thommes then proposed to Rick Pletruszka that the process for completing 
consultation be conducted as follows: Rockies Express will provide a letter indicating 
that it plans to install the pipeline under the Mississippi, Illinois, and Embarras Rivers 
using the HDD method and that trenching/construction within watert>odies will be 
conducted outside of the spawning perk>d (see above). Rick Pletruszka would then 
provide a written response to Rockies Express stating that such nieasures are 
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acceptable in avoiding impacts on sensitive resources wHhin Illinois and that additional 
consultation is only required if the route changes or additional resources may be 
affected. Rick Pletniszka agreed with this approach. 

Statewide General Pennit Number 8 

Rockies Express inquired into other potential permit requirements from the ILDNR 
including Statewide General Permit No. 8. Rk:k Pletruszka and Karen Miller stated that 
Rockies Express should coordinate with Paul Mauer regarding the applicability of the 
general permit. Karen Miller stepped away from the meetirtg and briefly discussed the 
pemiit requirements with Paul Mauer. According to Karen Miller. Paul Mauer indk^ted 
that as long as Rockies Express adheres to the requirements outlined in the general 
permit, the project would be covered under the permit. Rockies Express agreed to 
review the requirements but expected that the project would adhere to the necessary 
requirements to qualify for coverage under the general pem\it. 

Action Item: Submit letter summarizing meeting discussion and provide 1:48,000-scale 
topographic maps tftat include the April 2006 pipeline route, the December 2006 pipeline 
route, and the GIS overlay of the Illinois Natural Heritage data. 
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Illinois Department of 
Natural Respurces 
One Natixai Resources Way • Springliekl. IlKnois 62702-1271 
tittp://dnrstate.il.us 

Rod R. Blagojevich. (governor 

Sam ftood. Acting Director 

March 19.2007 

Mr. JeffThommes 
Natural Resource Group, Inc. 
1000 IDS Center 
80 South Eighth Streel 
Minneapolis. MN 55402 

RE: reRC Pre-Filing Docket No, Pr-06-30 
Rockies Express Pipeline • East Project 
IHkc, Scott, Morgan, Sangamon, Christian, Macon, Moultrie, 
Douglas and Edgar Counties 
Endangered Species Consultation Program 
Natural Hu-itagc Database Review # 0712161 

Dear Mr. Thommes: 

This correspondence confirms diat the Illinois Department of Natural Resources has reviewed the 
proposed pipeline alignment through Illinois with respect to potential project impacts to or upon 
protected Illinois resources within or in the nearby vicinity of tlie proposed corridor. The Natural 
Heritage Database identified that the proposed alignment (Milepost 202-203) crosses the 
Embarrass River Illinois Natural Area in Douglas County. The Department acknowledges the 
commiitemcnt of the Rockies Express Project lo dircciionally bore under this Illinois Natural 
Area. In addition, the Project's commitlemem to directionally drill under the Mississippi and 
Illinois Rivers Is also acknowledged. Provided the project proceeds as discussed during our 
summary meeting of January 9,2007 the Department offers no objection. However, should the 
project be substantially modified or revised^ the Department reserves the right to further review 
and discussion . Thank you for the opportunity lo comment. 

Rick Pletruszka, Projeci Manager 
Endangeied Species Consultation Program 
Division of Natural Resource Review and Coordination 
Ph. (217)785-5500 
Fax (217) 524-4177 

Primed \m KvytM M I t^ f feHt r̂ per 
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February 1,2008 Via email 

Mr. Rick Piemjszka 
Program Manager- Impact Assessment Division 
Springfield Office of Water Resources 
Iftinois Department of Neural Resources 
One Natural Resources Way 
Springfiekj, IL 62702 

Re: Rockies Express Pipeline - East Project 
Consultation for New Natural Heritage Inventory Data 

Dear Mr. Pietruska: 

As you are aware. Rockies Express Pipeline LLC (Rockies Express) is proposing to 
construct a 42-inch-d}anf)eter natural gas pipefine from northeastern Colorado to 
Clarington, Ohto. TTie eastem segment of the proposed pipeline (REX-East) crosses 
Missouri, Illinois, Indiana^ and Ohio and is ai^oxlmately 639.1 mites in length. 
Construction of the proposed project Is anticipated to begin In the summer of 2006 with 
an expected in-sen/ice date of winter 2008. The Illinois portion of the project is 
approximately 1d5.2 miles in length aiKl crosses Pike, Scott, Morgan, Sangamon, 
Chrtstian, Macon. Moultrie. Douglas, and Edgar Counties. 

Rockies Express consulted with the Illinois Natural Heritage Inventory (NHO initially in 
April 2006 and also provided project maps overiaid with the NHI data to the Illinois 
Department of Natural Resources (ILDNR) and the Illinois Nature Preserves 
Commission for review and comment. Consultatbn with the ILDNR ensued regarding 
state-listed species, and on March 19, 2007, Rockies Express received a letter from the 
ILDNR indicating that since Rockies Express had committed to cross the En^barrass, 
Mississippi, and Illinois Rivers using the horizontal directional drill (HDD) method, the 
ILDNR does not object to the REX-East Project unless it is substantially modified or 
revised, at which time consultatk>n would be reinitiated (copy attached). 

In our phone conversation on December 17, 2007, you indicated Ihat the NHI data 
provkied to Rockies Express appeared to be innacurale. On December 19, 2007, the 
ILDNR provided revised NHI data to Rockies Express. Rockies Express overiakJ this 
new NHI data onto 1:48,000-scale topographic maps. Buffers for potential impacts to 
threatened and endangered species in the project vicinity, taken from the Ecologk;at 
Compliance Assessment Tool (EcoCat) website, are considered to be two miles for 
aquatic resources, orte mile for terrestrial animals, and one-half mite for ten-estrial plants. 
Review of the NHI data along the project corridor revealed the following species with 
occurrence records within their respective buffer of potential impact: black sandshell, 
spectaclecase. little spectaclecase, bald eagle, Illinois chorus frog, great blue heron 
rookeries. Kfrtland's snake, and wlkj hyacinth. aH of which are summarized In the 
following table and discussed below. Rockies Express has been in consultation with the 
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U.S. Fish and WikJIife Service regarding potential impacts of the project on federally 
listed species, migratory birds, and forest fragmentation. 

IHinoto State-Eisttd EcMlangtnd 

S p e d n 
1 BlKk SaiKtahel 

SpectPclecaw 

LiHIe 
Spectadw^M 

BakSEaglv 
HIincw Chorus 
Frog 
Great Blue Heron 
Rookery 

Kirtland't Snake 

Wild Hyacinth 

Status 
ThjvBlflned 

Endangefed 

ThrBalaned 

Threatened 
Thrvatomd 

None 

Thieatened 

Endangered 

RocUee Expr tss PipcHiM - EeM Pre>)ect 

and Ibftaitenad 

Mileposts) 
432 

43.2 

2029 
2274 
226.6 
712 
74 5 

1260 
133.0 
13l.ft 

1598 

Specie* PolenNiaUy Occurrina (n tha P r o p o u d Proiw;t A n a 

Saslc Habitet Association 
Rrffies Of reoeweyt of medium to Jaioe nven over fim sand or 
gmvel sut>lratM 

Larpa rivers in micrahablats sheltered from main force of current 
ovar mud. sand, grave, oo^eie. and bouUers 

creelcs to mediian-sizs r m i a with low current over sand or mud 
substrates 

Tops ol UII trees near large l i tms. lakes, or reservoirs 
Temporary pools, herbaceous wetlanda. roadside ddches. and 
flooded pasttires. emerging In February and April 
As many as 135 nests are built in the teps of lall trees in forested 
wetlands dose to foraging habitat 

Hertaceous vveOands and associated forested wetiands in the 
vidnify of ponds, found under dabfts or in crayfish burroMA. active 
in the spring, summer, and fall 

Moist to mesic prairie, full to partiat sun, fertile soil, btoomslate 
spring to early summer [ 

Mussels 

linnets' NHI database shows records of three state-listed mussel species occurring within 
two mies of Rockies Express' proposed route in Illinois. The black sandshell (state-
threatened) and spectaclecase (stat&«ndangered) were recorded m the Mississippi 
River 0.2 mile north (upstream) of milepost (MP) 43.2 at Rockies Express* proposed 
HDD crossing location. The HDD construction technk^ue is a trenchless crossing 
method that avoids disturbing the bed and banks of the watertx>dy. Rockies Express win 
be dredging material from the western side of the Mississippi River in order to facilitate 
the offloading of HDD equipment onto Blacktxjm Island, from which the drill will be 
completed. However. NHI reconis of occurrence of these two spedes are upstream of 
Rockies Express' proposed dredging tocation and as such; impacts due to increased 
turbklity as a result of dredging will not be incunred to these populations. In addition, 
Rockies Express has conducted mussel surveys at and downstream of the site of 
proposed dredging and no state or federally listed species were found. As a result, no 
impacts on the black sandst^l or spectaclecase within the Mississippi River are 
antk:lpated as a result of the REX-East Project 

The little spectaclecase, a state-threatened mussel, was noted at Rockies Express' 
crossing of the Embarras River at MP 202.9 in Douglas County and in Brouilletts Creek 
0.2 mile upstream (north) of MP 277.4 and 0.2 mite downstream (norih) of MP 228.6 In 
Edgar 0>unty. The little spectaclecase can be four>d in creeks to otedium-stze rivers 
and typically occupies areas of low current with sand or mud substrates. 
Con-espondenoe from the Illinois Department of Natural Resources (ILDNR) on March 
19, 2007 {see attached letter) indicated that mussel surveys within the Emban-as River 
were not necessary because it will be crossed using the HDD method. Rockies Express 
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has completed its assessments of hvo crossings of Brouilletts Creek, and data sheets 
reflecting the results are attached for your reference. Rockies Express will cor^nue to 
consult with the ILDNR after review of these results to detem^ne rf additional field 
surveys for the little spectaclecase are necessary, and if so, will conduct surveys during 
the summer of 2008. If surveys kJentHy individuals. Rockies Express will consuft with the 
ILDNR to discuss the need to develop conservation measures to avoid or minimize 
Impacts on the little spectaclecase in Brouilletts Creek. 

Bald Eagle 

Illinois NHI data inckides multiple bald eagle (state-threatened) rec<»xls along the Illinois 
River fkaodplain in the vk:tnity of MP 71.2 of Rockies Express' proposed route. Further 
review of the details of these records indicated that ail are from the months of 
November, December. January, February, and March. As such, they are all winter 
sightings, and known bakl eagle presence does not coinckle with the timing of prqect 
constnjctlon. In addition, Rockies Express proposes to cross the Illinois River via HDD. 
whk;h will avoid impacts to the aquatic and riparian habitat m and adjacent to the 
wated>ody. As a result, no Impacts on bald eagles usvig the lliinote River during the 
winter months are anticipated as a result of the REX-East Project. 

Illinois Chorus Frog 

Rockies Express' proposed route crosses a historic occurrence of the Illinois chorus frog 
(state-threateried) and is within one mile of hvo other occurrences at MP 74.5 In Scott 
County. The Illinois chorus frog is a small, fossoriai frog that Is found in temporary 
pools, hert)aceous wetlands, roadside ditches, and flooded pastures. It spends the 
majority of its life underground, emerging only in February and April to breed. Tadpoles 
hatch In the early spring and develop into sub-adult frogs by May or June. REX-East 
constaictk)n is not expected to begin in Scott County until summer of 2008, avokiing the 
time durirtg which Illinois chorus frogs will t>e active. Additbnalfy. fiekf sun/eys dkj not 
klentify ponds or wetlands on Rockies Express' route in the vicinity of tt>e historic llinois 
chorus frog occunrences, and as such, they are not expected to occur within the project 
workspace. Due fo lack of habitat and the timing of construction, impacts on the Illinois 
chorus frog are not anticipated as a result of the REX-East Project. 

Great Blue Heron Rookery 

Illinois NHI data identified great blue heron rookeries near the project route on Horse 
Creek on the centerllne at MP 126 in Sangamon County, and on the South Foric of the 
Sangamon River. 0.3 mile south of MP 132.6 in Christian County. Herons inhabit 
rookeries, cok)nies of nesting birds, to enhance their ability to avoid predation t>y 
populating as many as 135 nests. Nests are built in the tops of tall trees In forested 
wetlands close to foraging habitat. In Illinois, herons are present from Febn/ary through 
October, with young hatching in May or June and fledging two to three moriths later. 
Rockies Express visited the locations ktentified by the Dfino^ NHI data to detemitne the 
size of and exact locations of the rookeries. The rookery on Horse Creek includes over 
75 nests and is actually located approximately 3.100 feet (0.6 mile) north of the 
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centerllne at MP 126. The rookery on the South Fork of the Sangamon River is located 
approximately 500 feet south of MP 133 and Includes approximately 12 nests. Maps of 
the field-recorded kications of the heron rookeries in comparison to the locations shown 
in NHI records are attached for your reference. Rockies Express will visit the rookery 
along the South Fork of the Sangamon River again in the early spring to detemnlne if the 
site is active. If the rookery is corrfirmed as an active heron rookery, then Rockies 
Express, in consurtation with the ILDNR. will evaluate its potential impacts to the rookery 
and explore timing restrictions, buffers, or avoidance measures in order to limit impacts 
to great blue herons. 

Kirtland's Snake 

Rockies Express* proposed route comes \Mthin one mile of a historic occurrence of the 
Kirtland's snake (state-threatened), 0.5 mile south of MP 131.8 in Sangamon County. 
Kirtland's snakes Inhabit herbaceous wetlands and associated forested wetlands in the 
vicinrty of ponds. They are often found under debris or in crayfish burrows, ar>d are 
active In the spring, summer, and fall. ^Dending the rest of the year in burrows. 
Kfrtland's snakes are known to have smaH home ranges. Rockies Express crosses 
three forested wetlands in the vicmity of a pond near its crossing of the South Fork of the 
Sangamon River, which is also in the vicinity of the snake's historic record, tf present 
during construction, Kirtland's snakes will be at risk of mortality. Rockies Express 
nuiintains a policy prohibiting the killing or harassment of wildlife, and will provkle 
environmental trakiing for all construction personnel including guidelines for ttie 
appropriate identification and removal of Kirtland's snakes from the project area. Due to 
its cryptic nature, Rockies Express has determined that precorkstructlon sufveys will not 
provide definitive Information necessary to determine presence or absence. Rockies 
Express will coordinate with the ILDNR regarding the aF^>ropriate construction protocols 
for areas in the vicinity of the South Fork of the Sangamon River, which may include 
timing restrictbns or exclusionary fencing. Rockies Express is committed to avoiding 
this species and does not anticipate that any long-term population-level impacts to the 
Kirtland's snake will be IncunBd as a result of the REX-East Pipeline Project. 

Wild Hyacinth 

There are records of wild hyacinth (state-endar>gered) in Macon County within Elwin 
Botanical Area, a mesic and wvet-mesk: prairie remnant associated with railroad tracks 
adjacent to U.S. Highway 51. Wild hyacirUh is a prairie plant found in mokX to mesic 
conditions on fertile soil m full to partial sun. It blooms from late sprmg to earty summer, 
and the population in Macon County is the only one remaining in the state of Illinois. 
Rockies Express will cross U.S. Highway 51 and its adjacent railroad tracks at MP 
159.8, approximately 0.1 mile south of Elv^n Botanical Area and approximately 0.2 mile 
south of the southernmost historic wild hyacinth occurrence record. Rockies Express 
proposes to bore underneath the railroad tracks arid highway, thus avoiding surface 
impacts to those areas. As the REX-East route is south of existing occurrence records 
and because It will avoid surface impacts in areas with the potential to be occupied by 
the spedes, it does not anticipate that the REX-East Project wilt Impact Ihe wHd 
hyacinth. 

file:///Mthin
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This informatbn is provided for your review and convnent In regards to potential impacts 
on Illinois Bsted threateried and endangered species. If you have any questions or 
comments, please contact me at 614-328-2070 or by email at iimt@caDrock-llc.com. 

Thank you for your assistance. 

Sincerely, 

Jim Thompson. 
Environmental Contractor for Rockies Express 

Attachments: Letter dated March 19. 2007 from Rick Pietmszka, ILDNR» to JeR 
Thommes, NRG 
Stream data sheets for two crossings of BrouHlett's Creek 
Maps of great blue heron rookeries 

cc (without attachnftents): CharUe Bertram. Rockies Express Pipeline 
Jeff Thommes, Natural Resource Group 

mailto:iimt@caDrock-llc.com
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Illinois Department of 
Natural Respurces 
One Natural Resources V ^ y * Springlieid, lirmols 62702-1271 
hilp./A1nr.5taie. it us 

Rod R. DIagojeviGh. Governoc 

Sam FkxMj, Actirtg Director 

March 19,2007 

Mr. JeffThommes 
Natural Resource Group, Inc. 
1000 Ii:)S Center 
80 South Eighth Street 
Minneapolis, MN 55402 

RE: FERC Pre-Ftlmg Docket No, PF-06.30 
Rockies Express I^peline - East Project 
Pike, Scott, Morgan, Sangamon, Christian, Macon, Moultrie, 
Douglas and Edgar Counties 
Enduigered Spedes Consultation Program 
Natural Heritage Database Review # 0712161 

Dear Mr. Thomn»es: 

This correspondence confirms that the Illinois Department of Natural Resources has reviewed the 
proposed pipeline alignment through Illinois with respect to potential project impacts to or upon 
protected Illinois lesources within or in the nearby vicinity of the proposed corridor. The Natur̂ ^ 
Heritage Database identified that the proposed alignment (Milepost 202-203) crosses the 
Embairass River Illinois Natural Area in Douglas County. The Department acknowledges the 
commitlement of the Rockies Express Project to directionally bore under this Illinois Natural 
Area. In addition, the Pix>ject*s commttiemeni to directionally drill under the Mississippi and 
Illinois Rivers is also acknowledged. Provided the project proceeds as discussed during our 
summary meeting of January 9, 2007 the Department offers no objection. However, should the 
project be substantially modiHed or revised, the Department reserves the right to further review 
and discussion, TTiank you for the opportunity to comment 

Rick Pictruszka, Proj&t Manager 
Endan^red Species Consultation Prcgî am 
EMviaion of Naiuraj Resource Review and Coordination 
Vb. (217)785-5500 
Fax (217) 524-4177 

f t m v i m t v c i c M «W nKfCUMr IHprr 
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Untqtie. Site ID; / ^ -i 

Dale: ' . - State. 

Tract Numoerfs): •'• -

Rockies Express - East Pipeline Project 
Stream Survey Data Sheet 

County. . Crew Chief; y\. 

Milepost Range (Entfy-Exit) . ,-
j 

Stream Classification (Circle One): 
Stream Chafacteristics 

[fitermittent Perennial 

Water edge to water edge wfdth (ft) 

Top of t>ar»k to top ol bank width [11): 

Approximate water velocity (fps): 

Adjacent bank vegetatron: 

Stream bottom composition; 

Dgravei Qcobbie 

Unique features Qseeps 

Dnp'ap '•cad 

Qbuiidmgs 

Approx average water depth (ft); 

Bank hetght (ft): Y 
Riparian Forest Present/Absent: 

(i3siri 

•tx>ulders 

Delay 

•bedrock 

Qgravei beds 

Qbedrock 

•cut-off channels 

•erosion 

•wells 
•frffles/runs 

• sand 

•slate 

•bdnk collapse 

•adjacent wetlands 

0 steep side Slopes .. 

Notes/Drawing 
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Rockies Express - East Pipeline Project 
Stream Survey Data Sheet 

; Unique Site 10. ^ ',^, j i ( . 
Date ^ ' 

> i' 
Stale: - ^ " i 

Tract Number(s): ri -̂  ^ ' , A'/ 

County: :E Crew Chief: 

Milepost Range (Enlfy-Exrt): 

Stream Characteristics 
Stream Classification (Circle One): Intermittent Perennial 

Water edge to water edge width (ft). 

Top of bank to top of bank width (ft): ^ / . r, 

Approximate water vetodty (fps>: 

Approx average water depth (ft)' 

Bank height (fl): r-

Ripanan Forest present/Absent: 

Adjacent bank vegetation: J**i/c*M / y i ^ t ^ ^ j tU t : ^ ^ * ^^ * ^ i - f ' ^ y ^ , /^or«^s / ^ t 

Stream bottom composition: 

•gravel Dcobbie 

Unique features: •seeps 

•rtprap road 

•buildings 

EJs»»t 

•boulders 

•gravel beds 

•oedrock 

•cut-off channels 

Qciay 

O>edrock 

•erosion 

•wel ls 

Onffles/runs 

1/or^. is-

0sar>d 

•s late 

•bank collapse 

[2}adjdcent wetlands 

• sleep side slopes 

Notes/Drawing 
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April 24. 2008 

Mr. Rick Pletruszka 
Program Manager - Impact Assessment Division 
Springfield Office of Water Resources 
Illinois Department of Natural Resources 
One Natural Resources Way 
Springfield. IL 62702 

Re: Rockies Express Pipeline - East Project 
Heron Rookeries Near Proposed Route tn Illinois 

Dear Mr. Pietruska: 

As you are aware, Rockies Express Pipeline L l C (Rockies Express) is proposing to 
construct a 42Hnch-diameter natural gas pipeline from northeastern Colorado to 
Clarirtgton, Ohk). The eastem segment of the proposed pipeline (REX-East) crosses 
Missouri, Illinois, Indiana, and Otik> and is approximately 639.1 miles in length. 
Constructktn of the proposed project is anticipated to begin in the summer of 2008 wth 
an expected in-servtee date of winter 2008. The IIRnols portion of the project Is 
approximately 195.2 miles in length and crosses Pike. Scott, Morgan, Sangamon, 
Oirlstian, Macon. Moultrie, Dou^as. and Edgar Counties. 

In a letter dated February 1, 2008, Rockies Express notified you that it had received data 
from the IIMnds Natural Heritage Irtventory (NHI) revealing two great blue heron 
rookeries near the proposed route. One rookery was kJenttfM adjacent to Horse Creek 
100 feet north of milepost (MP) 126 in Sangamon County, and the other was kJentified 
adjacent to the South Fork of the Sangamon River 1,850 feet south of MP 132.6 In 
Christian County. Typically, herons Inhabit rookeries, cotonles of nesting birds, to 
enhance their ability to avoid predatton by populating as many as 135 nests. Nests are 
built In the tops of tall trees in forested wetlands ck>se to foraging habitat, fn tllinois, 
herons are present from February through October, with young hatching in May or June 

i. 

\ a n d f l edg ing t w o to t h r e e m o n t h s la ter 

i Rock ies Exp ress v is i ted t h e loca t ions ident i f ied by t h e I l l inois N H I d a t a t o d e t e r m i n e t he 
s ize o f a n d e x a c t k>cations o f t h e rookeries. T h e rookery ad jacen t to Ho rse C r e e k 

it inckJdes over 7 5 nes ts a n d is ac tua l l y l oca ted app rox ima te l y 2 ,900 feet no r thwes t o f the 
I center i ine at M P 127. T h e rooke ry o n t h e Sou th F o r k o f t h e S a n g a m o n River i s loca ted 
I approx imate ly 5 0 0 fee t sou th o f M P 133 a n d inc ludes approxkna te l y 12 nests . M a p s o f 
I the f ie ld-recorcted loca t ions o f t he h e r o n rooker ies in c o m p a r i s o n l o t he locat ions s h o w n 
^ in N H I records a r e a t t a c h e d fo r y o u r re fe rence . 

\ O n Apr i l 2 1 . 2 0 0 8 , Rock ies E a t r e s s v i s i t ed bo th g rea t b lue h e r o n rooker ies t o d e t e r m i n e 
I v i^ iether they a re stH) ac t i ve . R o c k i e s E x p r e s s d ^ e m t f n e d that the rookery o n Ho rse 
i C reek is sti l l be i ng ac t i ve ly u s e d b y g rea t b l ue he rons , a n d t he rookery o n t he Sou th 
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Mr Rk:k Pletruszka 
April 24. :H>08 
Page 2 of 2 

Fori( of the Sangamon River is no lor^ier active. Photos of each rookery are attached for 
your reference. Due to the large buffer (2.900 feet) existing between the active rookery 
and the project workspace of the proposed route in addition to the existing agrk;ultural 
activity in the area. Rockies Express does not anticipate that it will disturb great blue 
f>eFons at the rookery on Horse Creek. The heron rookery acQacent to the South Fork of 
the Sangamon River Is not active and. therefore, wilt Dot be impacted by construction 
activities. 

Rockies Express believes that it will not affect great blue heron rookeries near its 
proposed route in the slate of Itlinois and requests that you sign and return a copy of this 
tetter via facsimile (614-328-2060} or email If you concur with Rockies Express' 
determination. If you have any questions or comments, please contact me at 614-328-
2070 or by email at jimt^caprock-lte.CQm. 

Thank you for your assistance. 

Sincerely. 

Jim Thompson. 
Environmental Contractor for Rockies Express 

Attachments: M ^ s of great blue heron rookeries 
Photos of great blue heron rookeries 

cc (without attachments): Charlie Bertram, Rockies Express Pipeline 
JeffThommes, Natural Resource Group 

Signature: Date: 

Title: Program Manager - Impact Assessment Division 
Agency: Illinois Department of Natural R^ources 
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Rockies Expreto Pipeline - East Pwiject 

SrTEID Great Blue Heton Rodccry (MP 126) Data: 4/21/2008 

DESCRJPnON / NOTES Active roofcay 

Rookfeas £3^reas Pipeline - East Project 

Oat^'4/21^2008 snn^io Clj«atBlwHej(0[i2lodkciy<MP 126} 

0E^»PTION/NOTES AoSve Roolcety 
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Roi:^d8^%i99vess.P^lh«e - East Preset 

t̂mm Great 3^ue Hetoa iRookfei? ̂ ^ 126) Oate: 4/24/2008 

^mtrnp^mmiHo^s A(^^^a<^aiy 

Ro<^cte5 Express Pipeline - East Proiect 

srmiD GT«at Blee Heion Rt^okeiy (MP 130) Date:4/2i^2D08 

DE£^BSP11C»I/I40TE8 Rwdceiy ̂ etedmnixl inactive t>y complele Isofc of faeron activify 
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