20'056808-0118 FERC PDF (Unofficial) 08/07/2008

Db -1142- GA-B/nf

‘| -mh .uom
COi o316

WA L5 -T P 1:58
EOFRAL Fyonnes

August 7, 2008 Rre T ATAY o L
Kimberly D. Bose
Secretary
Federal Energy Regulatory Commission
888 First Street, N.E.
Room 1A
Washington, DC 20426

-

C

RE: Docket Nos. CP07-208-000, 001 '®)
Rockies Express Pipeline LLC, REX-East Project O
Request for Notice to Proceed - Highway 106 HDD

Lg:L WY 21 90V B

Ms. Bose:

On May 30, 2008, the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission ("FERC" or
*Commission”), pursuant to Section 7(c} of the Natural Gas Act and Part 157 of the
Commission's regulations, issued Rockies Express Pipeline LLC ("Rockies Express") a
cettificate of public convenience and neoess.lty to construct and operate the REX-East
project ("May 30 Order” or "Order”).’ On June 2, 2008, Rockies Express, pursuant to
Section 157.20(a) of the Commission's Regulations, 18 C.F.R. § 157.20(a), notified the
Commission that it accepted the Commission's Order.

The May 30 Order authorizes Rockies Express to construct and operate the REX-
East project subject to identified environmental conditions contained in the Appendix to
the Order. In accordance with Condition Nos. 4 & 5 to the Order, Rockies Express is
required to file detailed survey alignment maps/sheets for all facilities approved by the
Order and to receive written authorization to commence construction prior to actually
commencing construction,

Pursuant to Condition Nos. 4 & 5 of the May 30 Order, Rockies Express hereby
requests that the Director of Office of Energy Projects provide Rockies Express with
written authorization ("Notice to Proceed") to commence construction of the Highway
106 herizontal directional drill (HDD) on Spread A-2 of the REX-East project, subject to
the conditions set forth in the environmental conditions. Allowing Rockies Express to
commence construction on this HDD will allow for the timely transportation of natural
gas to consumers following the completion of the REX-East pipeline. Rockies Express
requests FERC authorizatiea to begin construction of the Highway 106 HDD
between mileposts (MPs) 79.0 and 79.9 on August 11, 2008,

' ' Rockies Express Pipeline LLC, 123 FERC 161,234 (2008)
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Included in Rockies Express’ Notice to Proceed request for Spread A-2 (filed on
June 10, 2008), was table 2-4, which listed specific restricted construction travel lane
areas. Per an agreement with the Illinois State Historic Preservation Office (SHPO),
Rockies Express is authorized to route construction traffic onto the existing, previously
disturbed Panhandle Eastern Pipeline right-of-way ai certain locations listed in table 2-4.
No pipeline construction would occur until all the necessary surveys and approvals have
been obtained. As noted in the most recent version of table 2-4 (filed July 15, 2008), a
portion of the area requested in this curment Notice to Proceed is within a restricted travel
lane area. Specifically, MP 79.0 (beginning of Highway 106 HDD Notice to Proceed
area) to MP 79.2 (end of restricted travel lanc area) was listed in table 2-4. Subsequent to
its previous filing, Rockies Express has completed the necessary cultural resources
surveys and is now able demonstrate linois SHPO concurrence for the area, which is
included as an attachment to this Notice to Proceed..

As support for this Notice to Proceed request, Rockies Express is filing a Request
for Notice to Proceed and a site-specific HDD crossing plan for the Highway 106
crussing (Attachment A). In addition, Rockies Express is submitting attachments that
include information such as an All Conditions Table (Attachment B), Gantt Charts

- (Attachment C), T&E Correspondence (Attachment D), and SHPO Correspondence

(Attachment E — Priv. & Conf)

Contained within the information submitted is cuttural resource information that
is considered to be privileged and confidential under the Commission's regulations. The
privileged and confidential information is submitted under separate cover and marked in
accordance with the Commission regulations. Due to the large size of the alignment
sheets only one hard copy is being submitted to the Secretary’s office.

esy for aytiofization to

Please direct any questions with respect to this req
proceed to Ryan Childs at (307) 760-5635.

1050 Thomas JefFerson Strect, NW
Washington, DC 20007

Attorney for
Rocldes Express Pipeline LLC
Attachments
cc;  Laura Tumner, FERC
John Peconom, FERC

Ellen Saint Onge, FERC
All Partics
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ROCKIES EXPRESS PIPELINE LLC
DOCKET NO. CP07-208-000
REQUEST FOR NOTICE TO PROCEED
HIGHWAY 106 HORIZONTAL DIRECTICNAL DRILL

1.0  INTRODUCTION

Rockies Express Pipeline LLC (Rockies Express) is requesling a Nolice to Proceed from the
Federal Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC) to commence certain construction aclivities
associated with the Rockies Express Pipeline-Eastl (REX-East) Project that have been
authorized in this dockel. Speclifically and as more fully described herein, Rockies Express
requests approval ta proceed with the horizontal directionai drill (HDD) crossing of Highway 106.
Section 2.0 of this Notice to Proceed request shows the requested facility in table and text
format.

In summary, Rockies Express has completed cultural resources surveys of the areas requested
to conduct the HDD crossings such that the FERC's abligation to the comply with section 106 of
the National Historic Preservation Act (NHPA) can be demonstraled through concurrence with
the results of the surveys by the various appropriate State Historic Preservation Offices (SHPO).
In addition, compliance with section 7 of the Endangered Species Act can be demonstrated
through consultations and surveys with the various appropriate U.S. Fish and Wildiife Service
(FWS) fieid offices. Sections 4.1.1, 4.1.2, and 4.1.3 of this Notica to Proceed discuss section 7
compiiance, biological surveys, and cuitural resources surveys and SHPO concurrence,
respectively.

Rockies Express respectfully requests issuance of the Notice to Proceed for the proposed area
(MPs 79.0 to 79.9) by August 11, 2008.

As shown in table 4.1-1, Rockies Express has not yet received the permit for hydrostatic test
water discharges. While Rockies Express has not yet obtained this permit, it will not be
conducting hydrostatic testing until a later date, when the necessary agency approval
has been received.

2.0 DESCRIPTION OF FACILITIES

Table 2-1 summarizes the localion and crossing length of the requested HDD. The area
specifically requested (starl to stop milepost {MPs)} are listed under the Crossing Site Approx.
Mileposts int table 2-1. The areas requested include the temporary additional workspaces for
the drill entry and exit points and pipe layout areas. Maps and alignment sheets showing the
requested area, including the beginning and ending Nolice 1o Proceed areas (flagged),
construction and permanent right-of-way, drill entry and exit points, pipe laydown areas, and
access roads are included as Attachment A,

1 August 2008
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Rockies Express Pipeline-East Project
Reguest for Notice to Proceed with the Highway 106 Horizonlal Directional Drills

JABLE 211
Rockies Express Pipeling-Enst Project
Location of Requested Horlzontat Directionat Drill Crossings
KOO/
Watarbody Crossing Site Drtlt Dill Crossing
Namg Approx. Mileposts  Enidry Exit Site Con-
{Milepast (Area Requested Poinl  Ppint Length Wesieérn Agcess Easlem Accass Struction
{MP)) Spread in NTP) (MP}  (MP) {feat) Road Name Road Name Starl Date
Hwy 106 A2 MP 79.0 Io MP 796 9.2 2141 Along construction  Along construcion  August 11
(MP 79.0 10 799 vight-of-way off right-of-wary off
79.9) Campbell Road Clay Hollow Road

3.0 CERTIFICATE CONDITIONS

Attachment B summarizes Rockles Express’ compliance with each of the FERC's 147
Certificate Conditions for the REX-East Project, and it identifies where Rockies Express has
addressed its compliance with each (i.e., in a prior filing or in this Request for Notice to
Proceed). Nole that Rockies Express filed ils initial implementation Plan in compliance with
Certificate Condition No. 6 on June 2, 2008.

The following sections discuss each HDD requested and their applicable Certificate Conditions
applicable to the Highway 106

Table 3.1-1 describes the Cerlificate Conditions that are appticable and specific to this Notice to
Proceed request for the Highway 106 HDD area requested. Rockies Express responses are
provided herein.

“TABLE 3.1-1

Rockies Express Pipeline-East Project
Certificate c?__\d!tlnn_& Applicable to the R_l_aqmud Horzontal Directional Drill Crossings

NG Condition Roquitement {sunmmanzed)
Falow conslructon pracedures and mitigation measures described in application, supplamental filings {including
responsas lo stalf cala requests), and identificd in the EIS, uniess modilication is requested and approved.

4 Autharizad facility locations are shown in the ELS, as supplemenied by Rled akgnment sheets. Modifications or site-
specific clearances must be written and reference focations on alignment maps/sheets.

5 File alignment maps/sheets and anrial pholographs at 1:6,000-scale idenlifying a1l route reaignments or facifity
relocations, and areas that would be used or distwbed and have not been previously identified for approval.

& implementation Plan — Gantt chant

14 | Flle use and site-specific jusLificaion for size of sach addilonal iemporary workspace.

17 File sile-specific juskfication for each additona) workspooe within 5D feet of a wetland or watarbody.

19 | File Mydrostatic Testing Plan. o

54 File locations by milepast of speings, seeps. and wells identified within 1'53—. leat of canstruction work areas.

74 No tree clearing betwson HOO drill entry site and HDO drill exit site.

79 File cﬁ_l;locauons agency cofrespondence, and miligalion measures to protect CRP lands. s

82 | File documeniabion of consuliations with FWS to detenmina need for bald eagle surveys. § survays ara required, fle |
survey repats along with FWS comments. o
211] Compiste bat surveys priurdm;cmsﬂmim and impleu_n;m mitigation measwras for 2008 surveys.

9 File specific mibgakion measures in accordance with BA Biat apply within an identified habitat unit 10,
141 Defer p'zz:lmcﬁon and use of all tacilities until cullurat resources sutveys and SHPO consytalions have been
com N
143 File updated site-spngiﬁc ;;la-n-s for aach HDD entry or exil site where noise _m‘_t_igatior; is proposed.

-

2 August 2008




20080808-0118 FERC PDF (Unofficial) 08/07/2008

Rockies Express Pipeline-East Project
Request for Notice lo Proceed with the Highway 106 Horizonlal Directional Drifis

TABLE 2.1-1

Rockies Expross Plpeline-East Project
Certificate Conditions Applicabée lo the Reguested Horizontal Directional Drill Crossings

o, Condition Requirement (summarized)
144 File noise analysis for HOD siles not evalualed in the EIS.

3.1.1 Cerlificate Condition No. 1

Rockies Express does nol require any modifications to the construction procedures and
mitigation measures described in its application and supplements (including responses to staff
data requests) and as identified in the FEIS and the Certificate for the construction of the HOD
area requesied herein.

3.1.2 Certificate Condition No. 4

Rockies Express is providing herein as Attachment A revised detailed alignment maps/sheets of
the requestied HDD area at a scale not smaller than 16,000 with station positions for all facilities
approved by the Ovder,

3.1.3 Certificate Condition No. §

Rockies Express has modified the Highway 106 HDD as a result of belter determination of the
existing Panhandle Eastern Pipeline (PEPL). Rockies Express shifted its pipeline aboul 100
feet to the north. All surveys have been completed and landowner approval has been obtained.
This reroute was shown on the construction alignment sheels filed with the FERC on June 10,
2008,

3.1.4 Certificate Condition No. 6

Rockies Express filed its Initial implementation Plan, items a. through {. in its acceptance of the
Commission's Order. As required by item f. of Certificate Condition No. 6, Rockies Express is
filing as Atlachment C a Gantt chart showing the completion of all required surveys and reports;
the mitigation training of on-site personnel, the start of construction; and the start and
completion of resiorafion. '

3.1.5 Ceitificate Condition No. 14

Rockies Express will use its designated drill pads, pipe stringing areas, and access roads for
constructing these work areas. These additionai temporary workspace areas are ngcessary for
the instaliation of the pipeline using the HDD methed and are shown on the alignment sheets.
3.1.6 Certificate Condition No. 17

Rockies Express has modified its additional temporary workspace areas required to complete
the Highway 106 HDD crossing such that none are within 50 feet of a welland or waterbody.

3 August 2008
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Rackies Express Pipeline-East Project
Reqguest for Notice to Proceed with the Highway 106 Horizontal Direclional Drills

3.1.7 Certificate Condition No. 19

Rockies Express has identified the sources for hydrostatic test water and is in the process of
coordinating with the appropriate agencies to obtain authorization for testing activities (see table
3.1.7-1). Rockies Express will obtain water for hydrostatic testing of the horizontal directionai
drill strings from a municipal source or the walerbodies being crossed. Rockies Express will
screen the intake hose {100 mesh screen size) to prevent the entrainment of fish and debris and
will suspend the intake above the boltom of the waterbody to minimize disturbance. The
following table provides a summary of the hydrostatic test requirements.

=

TABLE 3.1.7-1

Rockies Express Pipeline — East Project
Hydrostatic Test Requirsments — Highway 106 Horizontat Directional Driil
Source of Hydrostatic Test
Walerbody Name Milepost Volume {gallons) Water Discharge Location (Afternate)

Highway 106 79.0 169,500 ~ Municipal Souroa Upland Location Egst of HOD Exit

3.1.8 Cartificate Condition No. 54

The construction work areas assoclated with the Highway 106 HDD are not within 150 feetl of
any known springs, seeps, or wells.

3.1.9 Certificate Condition No. 74

As stated in its acceptance of the Commission's Order Issuing Certificate (filed on June 2,
2008). Rockias Express will not clear any trees between the workspace for the drill entry site
and the workspace for the exil site during construction. Any right-of-way or other workspace
depicted on the alignment sheets will be used solely by foot or small vehicle traffic in order place
a pumg in the waterbody to abtain hydrostatic test water for the HDD strings, where necessary;
no tree clearing will occur. Rockies Express will screen the intake hose {100 mesh screen size)
to prevent the entrainment of fish and debris and will suspend the intake above the bottom of
the waterbody to minimize disturbance. Rockies Express understands that minor brush
clearing; less than three fee!l wide, using hand tools is aliowed to facilitate the use of the HDD
tracking system wires.

3.1.10 Certificate Condition No. 79

Rockies Express has confirmed that no construction work areas associated with the Highway
106 HDD willt impact any Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) lands.

3.1.11 Certificate Condition No. B2

Rockies Express has discussed it compliance with Cerificate Condition No. 82 in its
acceptance of the Commission’s QOrder lssuing Certificate (filed on June 2, 2008). Through
correspondence with the FWS and lllinois Department of Natural Resources (ILDNR), Rockies
Express has confirmed that the workspaces associated with the Highway 108 HOD requested
herein will not impact any nesting bald eagles.

4 August 2008
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Rockies Express Pipeline-East Project
Request for Notice to Proceed with the Highway 106 Horizontal Directional Drills

3.1.12 Cortificate Condition No. 89

Rockies Express has surveyed for Indiana bals in areas that were not surveyed in 2007 in
accordance with FWS-approved 2007 survey procedures to locate nursery roost trees. Al
required Indiana bat surveys have been completed. More information regarding these surveys
is discussed in the response to Certificate Condition No. 91 below.

3.1.13 Certificate Condition No. 91

Rockies Express has completed all survey work and requirements relating to the indiana bat for
the REX-East Project. It has filed reporls summarizing survey results and all mitigation
measures in accordance with the Biclogical Assessment (BA) with the FWS offices in Marion,
Hlinois, Bloomingien, Indiana, and Reynoldsburg, Ohio. Documentation of Hinois
correspondence and survey reporls were included in Rockies Express’ acceptance of the
Commission's order ssuing Certificate filed on June 2, 2008,

3.1.14 Certificate Condition No. 141

Information regarding compliance with section 106 of the NHPA and the status of cuiturai
resources surveys and SHPO comespondence is discussed in section 4.1.4 of this Notice to
Proceed request.

3.1.15 Certificate Condition No. 143

The Highway 106 HDD is not listed in table 4.11.2-1 of the FEIS because il is a new HDD, as
discussed in Rockies Express' response to this Certificate Condition in its acceptance of tha
Commission’s Order Issuing Cerlificate on June 2, 2008, However, based on the npoise
analysis, aclivities at the HDD have the potential to exceed 55 day-night average sound level,
Therefore, the alignment sheets attached as Attachment A show the noise mitigation measures
Rockies Express intends to implement during construction at this crossing. Rockies Express
proposes to monilor its noise levels and will install additional noise mitigation measures or take
action if the noise levels at the HDD sites exceed the regulatory level.

3.1.16 Certificate Condition No. 144

Rockies Express filed a noise analysis, for review and writien approval by the Director of OEP,
in accordance with Cerificate Condition No. 144 in its acceptance of the Commission’s Order
Issuing Certificate on June 2, 2008. Therefore, this Certificate Condition has been fulfilied.

4.0 ENVIRONMENTAL CLEARANCES
4.1  Status of Required Permits and Authorizations

Table 4.1-1 lists the status of permits applicable to the HDD areas included in this Notice to
Proceed request. Permits or authorizations not listed are not required for or are exempt from
the activities requested at the HDD crossings. As discussed in section 1.0, Rockies Express
has not yet received its General Permits for Hydrostatic Test Water Discharges. These permits
should be received by August 1, 1008. Rockies Express will not ¢onduct its hydrostatic testing
unti! a later date, when the necessary agency approval has been received.

5 August 2008
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Rockies Express Pipeline-East Project
Request for Notice to Proceed with the Highway 106 Horlzontal Directional Drills

- b

TABLE 4.1
Rockies Express Pipeline-East Project
Status of Permits - Horizontal Directional Drills

Permil Dale Appiication Submitted Permil Receip! Date {or Anticipatod)
FEDERAL PERMITS
Certificate of Public Convenience and Necessity 413012007 5r30/2008
Seclion 7 Consultations {all States) Ongong skrce February 2007 412412008
U.5. Fish and Wildlite Service Migratory Bird Treaty Act-  Ongoing since February 2007 3125/2008
Conservalion Agreement
STATE PERMIYS
Parmit for Lang Applicabon of Hydrostatic Test Water 7126408 (8/30/°2008)°
Discharges
State Listed Species, Species of Concern Consullation Ongoing since February 2007 31912007

4r9r2008
Section 106 Clearance for CuMural Resources COngoing since February 2007 See table 4.1.3-1
‘ Whita Rockies Express has not et obtained tis permnit, it wil not be conducting the activity(les) authorized by the pemit

unlil a later date, when ‘he necessary agency approval has been received, L o

4.1.1 Status of Listed Species Surveys

The following table summarizes the status of listed species surveys at the requested HDD areas
for the REX-East Project.

TABLE 4.1.1-1

Rockies Express Pipaline-East Projact

Status of Listed Spacies Surveys at Requesied Harizontal Q!{G"Fﬂﬂnii Drifl (HDD) Crossings

Federalty Listed Species Clearance State-Listed Species Clearance
Hoo {Yes/No, explanation) {Yes/No, explanaton) :
Highway 105 . Yes ) Yes )

Status of Surveys and Consultations Under Section 7 of the Endangered Species Act

Rockies Express consulted with the FWS, Columbia, Missouri; Marion, lllinois; Bloomington,
Indiana; and Reynoldsburg, Ohio Field Cffices, regarding potential effects of the REX-East
Project on federally lisled threatened and endangered species. As noted in the FEIS, the
Indtana bat, whooping crane, clubshell, fanshell, fat pocketbook, northern riffleshell, decurrent
false asler, easlern prairie fringed orchid, prairie bush clover, and running buffalo clover were
iderttified by the FWS as federally listed species potentially occurring within the project area. As
further noted in the FEIS, three candidate species for federal listing, the Eastern massassauga,
rayed bean, and spectaclecase, were also identified by the FWS as potentially occurring within
the project area. The FWS concluded that the REX-East Project would have no effect on 4 of
the 10 federally listed threatened or endangered species (clubshell, decurrent false aster,
eastern pralrie fringed orchid, and praisie bush clover} and may affect, but would not be likely to
adversely affect the remaining & federally listed threatened or endangered species (Indiana bat,
whooping crane, fanshell, {at pocketbook, northern riffieshell, and running buffalo clover). The
FWS also concluded thal the REX-East Project would not be likely to adversely affect the
Easlern massassauga, rayed bean, or spectaclecase.

Rockies Express has completed habitat review and threalened and endangered species
surveys, where necessary, at all of the requested HDD locations. Rockies Express conducted

6 August 2008
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Rockies Express Pipeline-East Project
Request for Notice 1o Proceed with the Highway 106 Horizontal Direclional Drills

surveys in the summers of 2007 and 2008 for Indiana bals, federally listed mussel species, the
running buffalo ciover, and the Eastern massassauga in areas of suitable habitat as established
through consultation with the FWS. Rockies Express provided the results of 2007 Indiana bat
surveys in its supplemental filing dated September 28, 2007, the results of 2008 Indiana bat
surveys in Missouri and lllinols in its acceptance of the Commission's Order Issuing Ceriificate
dated June 2, 2008, the results of 2007 musse! surveys in ils supplemental filing daled August
27, 2007, the results of 2007 running buffalo clover surveys in its supplemental filing dated July
27, 2007, and the results of 2007 Eastern massassauga surveys in its FERC environmental
information request dated February 8, 2008. Rockies Express provided the results of 2008
Eastern massasauga surveys, 2008 indiana bat surveys in Indiana and Butler County, Ohio,
2008 mussel surveys, and 2008 running buffalo clover surveys in a supplemental filing dated
June 25, 2008. With the exception of the Indiana bat, no federaily listed specles were found
during surveys.

As stipulated in the FWS’s concurrence letter to the Commission, dated April 24, 2008, section
7 consultation for the REX-East Project has been concluded. Rockies Express’ and the FWS'
threatened and endangered species consulations and clearances are included as Attachment
D.

Status of Stale-listed Threatened and Endangered Species Surveys and Consultations

Rockies Express has consulted with the Hlinois Department of Natural Resources (ILDNR),
regarding impacts on state-listed threatened and endangered species potentially affecled by the
project. As noted in the FEIS, these consultations resulled in the following state-listed species
polentially affected by the project in lliincis: baid eagle.

Rockies Express concluded consultation for state-listed threatened and endangered species
with the ILDNR in a letter dated March 19, 2007. Rockies Express’ and state agency
threatened and endangered species consultations and clearances are included as Aftachment
D.

4.1.2 Status of Wetland and Waterbody Surveys

Rockies Express has completed wetland and waterbody surveys for the requested HDD area,
and table 4.1.2-1 summarizes the survey resuits.

TABLE 4.1.2-1

Rockies Express Pipelina-East Project
Status of Welland and Waterbody Surveys at the Requested Horizontal Directional Drill {HDD) Crossings

Survay Acres. Acos
HDD Status Waterbody 10 Affected Weland ID Affected
Highway 106 Comgplete WE.IL-TO-AAAA N/A NA A
: Feature is avoided by use of HDD ciossing method.

Rockies Express will adhere to the mitigation measures outlined in its Wetland and Waterbody
Construction and Restoration Procedures. These include placing silt fences around the
perimeter of wetlands and near the waterbodies and construction activities will be prohibited
from occuming within 50 feet of these areas, except where the adjacent upland consists of
actively cultivated or rotated cropland or other disturbed land. In addition, Rockies Express will

7 August 2008
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Rockies Express Pipeline-East Project
Request for Nolice to Proceed with the Highway 106 Horizontal Directional Drills

adhere to the measure outlined in its SPCC Plan during construction in the event of an
inadvertent release of hazardous materials. These include restricting refuslling and lubricating
of construction equipment o upland areas at least 100 feet from the edge of any streams,
wellands, ditches, and other waterbodies; storing fuel containers in a secondary containment
structure ar in an upland area at least 200 feat from wetlands and/or waterbodies; and adhering
to the response measures discussed in sections 4.2 and 4.3 of the SPCC Plan.

4.1.3 Status of Cultural Resource Surveys and Compllance with Section 106

Summary of Cultural Resource Surveys

In several FERC filings between April 2007 and July 2008, Rockies Express provided evidence
of completion of cuitural resource surveys and concurrence with lhe resulls of those from the
lllinois SHPO for the areas associated with the Highway 106 HDD location being requested for
Naotice to Proceed. In accordance with Certificate Condition No. 141, Rockies Express is
praviding with this filing a summary of the status of its cultuwral resource surveys for the facilities
for which it seeks Notice to Procged in this request.

Table 4.1.3-1 summarizes the siatus of cultural resources survey and SHPO concurence for
the HDDs requested herein. Copies of the applicable cufiural report and SHFO concurrence
letters are included as Attachment E, Rockies Express has also identified in Attachment E the
nearest cultural resource to the proposed begin and end point of its requested HDD areas.
Rockies Express will not affect these sensitive resources during HDD aclivities, This
information is being filed under separate cover and has been marked "Contains Privileged
Information — Do Not Relaase.”

8 August 2008
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"TATTACHMENT B

Rockles Express Pipeline-East Project
Certlfiicaie Conditions Applicabllity / Status

-

No.

Response
Prennously
Conditon Requiroment {summanzed) Filed *

Addressed
In Curent
Requast

NA

o~

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

1
22

24

FoRow oonglr;mon procedures and mikgalion measures described in applcation, X
supplemental filings fincluding responses to staff data raquests). and Klentified in

the EIS, unless moditication is requesied and approved.

The Director of OGEP has delegated authority o take whatever steps are necessary X
10 enswie the protection of all environmental resources during tonstruction and

operation of the REX-East Project.

File affrmative staternant that company persanned, EIs, and conlractor parsonnel X
will be informed of EI's authority and have beon trained on the environmental

mitigation measures appropriate 10 their jobs.

Authorized faciity locations ane shown in the EIS, as supplemenied by fited X
alignment sheets. Modificalions or site-specific clearances must be wnitten and

reference locations on alipnment maps/sheeats.

File alignment mapsfsheets and aerial pholographs at 1:6,000-scale identifying all

route reafignmmonts or lacility relocations, and areas Lhat would be used or

disturbed and have not been previously identified for approval,

Fie initial Implementation Plan, X
File updated weekly status teports prepared by the lead El. X
Implemeant an environmental comptaint resolution procedure o remain actve for 3 X
years folowing construchion.

Receive writlen authorization from the Director of OEP before commencing sesvice X
of the Projact.

File an affimative statement that facilities have been constructed in compiianca X
wilk all appiicable conditions.

Defer servica from Duke Energy's planmed trarismissian line untl Ohio SKPG and X
FWS commants are filed and approval is obtained from Director of OEP.

Whare pigeling parallels PEFPL's 300 and 400 inas, revisa conslruction plans to X
overlap 15 fost of the existing PEFPL permanent right-ol-way.

File ravised consiruction plans to center pipeline within permaneni right-ol-way X
unless this decreases distance batween pipeline and PEPL 1o less than 65 feet.

Fite use and site-cpacific justification for size of each addilional lemporary

wewkspaca.

Do ngt exercise eminent domain authority o acquire additional warkspace for X
topsoil storage.

File revised Plan and Procodures o be consisient with tables 2.3-1 and 2.3-2 of X
the EIS,

File sile-specific justifcation for each additional workspace wathin 50 feet of 3

wetland or waterbody.

File bulk matenal disposal plan for excess rock, rees, brush, and other X
construction debns.

File Hydrostabe Testing Plan.

Revise Procadures and alignment shoets for @ 75-fool-wide construction right-of-
way in watlands; file site-specific justiication for poditionsl workspace.

Filg list of fliids used during micortunneling process.

File consiruction plan for locations where pipetne crosses or would be construcied X
along or with power [ine nights-of-way, and additional eitigation measwes to

prevent damage from fault cuments and induced vollages.

Fila drafl thirg-party environmental monlicring program; obtain proposats to provide x
emonilading services.

incoepocate variation from MP 281.0 to MP 2913 (McCarroll property) and file

updated alignment sheels.

Incorposate variation from MP 300.5 to MP 301.0 {Rogers property) and file
updated alignment sheets.

»

X
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ATTACHMENT B

Rockies Express Pipelina-East Project
Certificate Conditions Applicabllity / Status

Response ~ Addressed
Previousty  In Cumenl

No. L Condition Requisement (summarized) Filed * Request NA

26 Incorporate variation from MP 318.1 to MP 318.5 (Parker property) and file T
updated alignment sheets.

27 Incorporate variation from MP 370.0 lo MP 370.6 (Alverson properties’ and file x
updated alignment sheets. ‘

i incorporate vanation from MP 376.3 to MP 376.8 (Brakain property) and fite updale X
alignment sheets.

28 Incorporate variation from MP 380.4 1o MP 380.6 (Yane property), and file updated X

alignment sheets and site-specific erosion and spill control measures to prolect
pond om contamination and siltation.

30 Incorporate variation from MP 383.1 to MP 384.0 (Morgan property) and file ’ X
updaled alignment sheets.

3t Fite site-spacific construction plan lor extended bore of Walnut Fork Creek and x
Pipe Creek Road.

32 Incorporate variation fram MP 385.1 to MP 395.8 (White praperty] and file updaled X
alignrngnt sheats,

13 Fite documeniation of easement agreements for vanalion ram MP 401.5 10 MP X

402 .4, or documentation of consultation with Schuite, Oetrel, and SUm of route
variaon that addresses their concems. File revised alignment sheals, and a
sumnary of environmenial resources afiected by revised route.

34 Incorporate variation from MP 405.1 to MP 405.8 (Minges and Schoenharl X
properties] and file updaled alignment! shaets.

s Incorporate variation fram MP 406.2 to MP 406.5 (Maus property) and file updated X
alignment shests.

36 File dacumentation of sEasemant agreemenis for variation from MP 417.8 1o MP X

4184, or documentation of consultation with Storck-Stump and Hesford of route
vanation that addresses their concems. File revised alignmanl sheels, and a
summary of environmental resources allected by revised roule.

1 Iincorporgle variation from MP 4261 1o MP 426.3 (Chase variation) and file X
updated dignment sheels.
38 Incorposate variabion from MP 4527 1o MP 453.8 (Frye varialion), file updated X

ahgnment sheets, and submit information to Vikage of Waynesville, Ohio Waste
and Water Oivigion of the Utiliies Department, and other applicable agancies

regarding consiruction in the WPA,

39 Incorparate variation from MP 458.1 o MP 458 9 (Mowrey and Jones properties) X
and fite updated alignment sheets.

40 Incorporale vanation from MF 459.8 1o MP 460.0 {Rowe varialion) and file updated X
alignment sheets.

41 Incorporate variation from MP 4771 to MP 477.5 (Kile properly) and file updated x
Nignment sheests.

42 File documentation of easement agreamants for vanation from MP 521.9 to MP X

523.3, or documentation of consultation with Scothom and Pelty of route vartation
that addresses thelr concems. File revised alignment sheets, and a summary of
environmantal resources affacted by revised route.

43 File revised alignmeni sheets of variation from MP 555.4 bo MP 5573 (Nall Route X
Variation}.
4 File docurnen lation of easament agreements for variabon from MP 623.3 to MP X

624.4, or documentalion of consultalion with Shaffer of route variation that
addrasses their concems. File ravised alignment sheets, and a summary of
environmental resources affecled by revised roule,

45 Incorporate variation from MP 354.0 1o MP J384.4 (Revised MP 384 Vanation for X
residences, bul starls at MP 384.0) and file updated alignment sheels.
48 Incoeporate vanation from MP 446.5 10 MP 447 4 (FERC's Revise2 MzCarty X

Variation), file updated aignment shoets. and provide tandowner notification
package o the newly 3ifecied landownet(s).
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ATTACHMENT B

Rockies Express Pipeline-East Project
Cortificate Conditions Applicability / Status

No.

Condition Requirement (summarized)

Response Addressed

Previousty It Cusrent
Fied ® Request

47

48

43

288

L

&5

59

61

g

73

74

File site-specific plan for oil o gas wells within the construction work area, both
aclive and ahandoned.

Fila plan for identification of karst features and miligation for crossing features
dining conglnaction,

File conlingency plan for HDDs in the karst ansas.

Fite Mining Subsidence Plan.

File consultations with INDNR and QONR regarding scour susceptibility of
walerbodies crossed, and kst of scowr-prone areas.

File High Waler Conlingency Ptan for construction of Mississippi River crossing.
File Agricultura) Wet Weather Contingency Plan.

File locations by milepas! of springs, seeps, and wells identified within 150 feet of
construction work areas.

File revised SPCC Plan o restrict refueting near wetlands and waterbodies, and
private and municipal waler supply wells.

Fila site-specific spill plan tg reduce spitisleaks from consbruction-refated
equipment at Moosier Hills WPA,

File water quality lasting plan (or Hoosier Hills Regional Water Disbict's existing
wells: pravide coples to Hoosier Hils,

Matity Hoosier Hills at least 48 howrs prior 1o the start of construction between MPs
383 and 364.

File agency congultations regarding construction in WPAs or other groundwater
managementi are3s crossed.

File report identifying ali water supply wells/systerns damaged by construction and
how repaicad.

Fila documaentation of cansuliation with organizationsAndividuats that withdraw
potable watar within 3 miles of Flaback Rives (MP 362.7) and Samerse! Creek (MP
553.2). and final consultations with City of Lovisiana in Missouri,

File HDO geoiechnical feasibility investigations, revised site-specific construction
dragrams, and confingency plans for Embarras and Muskingum Rivers.

Crass all dry intermilttent waleibodies using open-cut method and mitigation
measures v({B)2) through v{B)(4) of Procedures.

FRe revised site-5pecific crossing plans showing restocation and mitigation
measures for walerbodies fisted in tabdes 4.3.5-1 and 4.5.2-1 of the EIS and
applicabler agancy consultations.

File agancy consyltations prior 10 initiating allemative crossing method at Paint
Creek or White River.

Successiully compiete HDD or microtunneling of Litie Miami River betweert MP
432.9 and MP 467 .2.

Succassfully complele HDD or microtunnaling of Big Darby Creek between MP
434.1 and MP 533.9.

Fila site-specific plans that identify the source and discharge locatons of
hydrostatic test water for HOD of Litthe Miami River and Big Darby Creck,
Provide Hoosier Hils Regional Water Disirict 2opy of hydroslatic test waler
analysis pricr lo Whitewater River discharge,

File site-spacific blasting plans for each wetland with shallow bedrock pricr 10
blasting.

Fie site-specific wetland restoration plan for Biackburn Istand in consyblation with
COE, FWS, am! MODNR.

Consuit with COE. FWS, and appropriate agencies regarding foresled wetiands
and revise Wetland Miligation Plan.

Fite consuitations with COE, PWS, and approgwiate agencies. and fingl Wettang
Miligation Plan.

No tree clearing batwesn HDOD 0l entry site and HOD dnll exit site.

X

X
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ATTACHMENT B

. Rockies Express Pipeline-East Project
Certificate Conditions Applicability 1 Status

Response Addressed
Praviously in Cument
No. Condition Requirement (summarized) Filod * Reques) NA
75 Use onsite markers along pasmanent right-of-way (o identify "no dearing™ zones X
within vegetated npatian skips adjacent o walerbodies avoided during
maintenange activies.
76 File site-specilic construction plan showing 75-foo! right-of- way at classified forest X
rom MP 331.9 and MP 332.2; jusiify any bree removal,
mn File Compensatary Mitigation Plan for classified forast areas in Ingdiana, X
78 File Flood Contrel Pemmit from INDNR. X
79 Fike CRF locations, agency corespondence, and mitigation measures o protect X
CRP lands.
80 Lisa only certified weed-frea $iraw or hay bales for sediment bamiers or muich X
during construction and revegetation of disturbed areas.
B File documentation of correspondence with Comprehensive Wildile Consarvation X
Stratagy Coontinators for Missourn, indiana, and Chip.
. v File documentation of cansultations with FWS 10 delermine nead for bald eagle x X
survays. If survoys ane requifed. file survey reparts along with FWS comments.
83 Comply with Consaervation Guidelines. X
84 Develop constnuction schoduies kor Grassy Creek and the Upper Missssippi COA. X
85 Comply with waterbody <rossing bme windows eslablished by the ILDNR, INDMR, X
and OPSE.
86 Lise dry-gitch method al waievbadies consideted fisheries of special concem and < X
30 fect wide, request approval kor wet crossing method.
87 Implomend measures for habital undl 105 surveyed in 2007 and for which Indiana X
bats were identilied bul no nuraery roost trees wers identifiad,
a8 Implement measures for habitat vml 105 surveyed in 2007 and for which Indiana X
bats were identificd and nursery roost rees were identified.
89 Complete bat surveys prior 10 construction and implemernt mitigation measures for X
2008 surveys.
90 File updated list of areas to be surveyed for Indsana bats idenillying the habitat unit ) 4
103 by milepost.
43 | File specific miigation measures in accordance with BA that apply within an X
identified habitat unit ID.
92 Do nol bum trees. imbs. brush, and detiris an the nghi-ol way within 500 teet of X x
sutable habitat asscciated with each habital unit 1D.
3  Donotuse horicides or pesticides for mainienance of the pemanent right-ol-wty x
or adjacent forested areas.
o4 It Mississippi River, Wabash River, Big Walnut Creek, or Big Dartyy Creek crossing X
fails, halt construction activities and file site-specific aliemate watorbody crossing
plans in consultation with FERC, COE, and FWS.
a5 Do not begin altlemative crossing of tha Mississippi Rwer, Wabash River, Big X
Walnut Creek, or Big Darby Creek until FERC consults with FWS and COE, and
approval is receved in writing.
86 Use dry-ditch crossing methid at Sugar Craek {MP 484.3). X
9r Limit specific construction activities within 300 feet of documened nursery 005t X
bees and alternative roos! trevs idenifiad.
98 Have FVS-quatificd biologist supervise Iree clearing operaliors in Indiana hal X
habitat.
it fmplerment mitigation measures it whoopmg cranes are encountered in vicinity of X
construclion work area.
100 File mussel survey raports for Anderson Fork, East Fork Paint Creek, Litde Walrnut X

Creek, Tributary to Buriey Run, Brush Creek, Buffalo Fork, Tributary to Crabapple
Creek, and Cal Run in Ohio, documarntation of consultation with FWS and CDNR,
and conservation measures. .
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Rockies Expross Pipeline-East Project
_Centificai¢ Conditions Applicability / Status

Condilion Requirement (summarized}

Response Addressad

Praviously
Filed *

In Current
Reguast

NA

101

102

103

104

105

106
107

108

104

110

1114

112

13
114

113

116

1?

118
1"
120

121

122

123

124

125

Do nol withdraw hydrostatic lest water from Sugar Creek, the Sciolo River, Deer
Creek, amd By Darty Creak or their tibwitanes.

if Scioto River, Dear Creek in Deer Creek State Park, or Big Darby Creek cross
fails, halt construction and file sile-specific atamale waterbody crassing plans in
consultation wilh FERC, COE. and FWS,

Do not bepn altemalive crossing of Saolo River, Deer Graek in Deer Creak Staie
Park. or Big Darby Creek until FERC consults wilth FWS and COE. and appeoval is
received in writing.

Fike running buffal ciover survey reports and documentation of FWS consultation,
and implement mitigation measwres.

Develop and mplamant S-year post-construcion monitarng program o evaluate
crop procuciivity; file quartarly reports for § years fokowing construction.

Employ two Agricultural Inspectors or Spreads 1.2, 3, 4. and 5.

Hire local drain tilg contractors to instalifrepair drain Nles damaged or rerouted due
to congiruction activibes.

Identity and mark damaged lile ines, provide infoamation to landowner and focal
Scil and Water Conservation District. and keep in company’s landowner records.
Bury pipeline 5 feel deep where crossing agritudhural fields unless cthernise
neghliated with landowness.

File documentation thal landowners with 3 fee! of cover in agricultural fields were
offered apportunity of 5 feat of cover.

File sile-specific plans in consultation with affected landowners describing how
horse and operalion impacts would be avoided, minimized, or mitigated bawween
MP 523 and MP 524 and gt MP 460,

Reduce construchan right-of-way to 75 feel through forested portion of Wilson
Fnendly Maple Famm.

Develop plan o maintain safe egress at the Chester Township Fise Station.

File site-spaahc residential plans and evidence of landowner concumence if
constructionfencing ara located within 10 feet of residence.

Identity seplic syslems and provide Sepi System Contngency Plan o property
owners.

File consultations with Faderal Aviation Administration and the Ohio Department of
Transpontation Office of Avation about any resinctions in the vicinity of the Fairfield
County Adrport,

Maintain access or filc miligation plan for boat ramp adiacent ko HDD axit site of
the Mississippi River crossing.

File plan for canoe portage al Wesl Fork White River dusing construcion.

Maintain public access 10 880 trall and averd ree cutting 31 the crossinyg locabon,
File consuitations with Camp Woodsmoke regarding crossing scheduls and
sdditional safety mitigation

File and provide 10 NPS site-spedific plan for sach tribulary of the Littie Miami
River

File consuitations with NPS regarding need for museel and fish spawning surveys
at tibutaries of Big Darby Creek chossed; file results of any required surveys.

File plan for construclion and restoration of the Litle Miami Scenic State Park,
mainaiwng Safe public access hrowgh conslruction area, and revagetaling
Cisturbed areas.

Fiig site-specific crossing, mligalion, and sestoration plan for Caesar Creek Siate
Park and Wildlife Area, maintaining safe public acoess through construction araa,
and revagotabing the dsturbed areas.

File siwe-spedific crossing (ncluding the HDD crossing of Deer Creek Lake),
mitigalion, and resioration plan for Deer Crook State Park and Wildlife Area, and
maintaining sale public access inrough construction area,

X

x
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) Certificats Conditions Applicabllity / Siatus
Response Addressed
Praviously  In Cumant

No. Condition Requisement (summarized) Filed * Request NA

126  File site-specific crossing, mitigation, ang restoration pian for pipeline constructon X
activibes in Pemy State Forest and Bive Rock State Forast.

127 Work with While Qak Exctic Hunling Preserve 1o detemine construciion liming, X

128  Fite plans for avoikdanca or mitigation at sites 23P(365 and 2IP1294, and Missouri X
SHPO commenits documentation.

129  Provide quarterly updates of consultations between Rockies Express, Missouri X
SHPQ, Native Amencan tribes, and landpwnar conceming hurman remains
identified in Missouwri.

130 Provide archaoDiogical monitor betwenn Missouri State Road AD and Salt River X
HDD exit point.

131 Provide archaeolngical monitor in vicinity of Montezuma Mound Group (11PK1245) X
from HOD exit poinl west to about MP §9.7,

132  File plans for crossing prehistonc mound skes 11PK89, 11PKA709 and 11PKATII, X
and liincis SHPD comments.

133  Submit research plans 1o Indiana SHPO tor additional testing in vicinity of X
12FR125b, and file reports and SHPG comments,

134 Provide archasological monitor in vicinity of fonmer mround sile 125H4%2 from Van X
Peit Dilch 1o County Road 5 25 E,

135  Provide Indiana SHPO with progect documents requested to evaluate hstonc X
praperties, and file SHPO comments.

136  Fieiroatment plan for Wabash & Ere Canal and indiana SHPO commonts, X

137 File sike-specific construction plan for hanzomial bore of Whitewater Canpl, X
developed with indiana SHPO.

138  File assessmeft of project effects on Hunl-Forman Famm, Ineatmert plan for the X
property, and Ohio SHPO comments.

139  Provige documentation/atignment sheets showing avoidance or Phase [l testing of X
site IIFE293; fle Phase 1l report and Ohio SHPC comments,

140  File plans for avoidance or mitigalion and documentation of SHPO comments on X
plans for several sdes.

41 Defer construciion and use of all facilities unil cultural resources surveys and X
SHRO consuliations have been completed.

142  File plan for Indianapolis, indiana and Cincinaat-Hamilton, Ohic-Kentucky-indiana X
nanattainment regions vegarding monitoring compliance wilh Tier 2 and Tier 3
emissions, and emissions reman under General Conformity Thresholds.

143 File updated site-specific plans for each HDD entry or exit sile where noise x
mitigation is proposed. :

144  File noise analysis for HDD sites not evaluated in the EIS. X

145  Make all reasonabie efforts 19 ensure predicied noise levels Trom compressor X
stations are not exceeded al neaty NSAs, and file noise surveys no later than 60
days after placing each station,

146  File survey sesults for Sny Levee District levee settiement monitoring every 6 X
months for 5 years afier inslailation.

* - _Respm to Cenificale Condilion was previoyusly peovided with Rockies Express’ Initial implementation Plan and

acceptance of the Order Issuing Certificate, filed with the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission in June 2008.
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United States Department of the Interior

FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE
Sishop Henry Whippic Federal Building
1 Federa! Drive
Fort Snelling, MN 55111-4056

APR 24 208

Ms. Kimberly D. Bose

Secretary

Federal Energy Regulatory Commission
883 First Street, NE '
Washington, D.C. 20426

Re: Request for concurrence on the findings presented in the Rockies Express (REX) East

Project Biological Assessment

Dear Ms. Bose:

We have revicwed the subject document dated March 235, 2008, pursuant to section 7 of the
Endangered Species Act of 1973 as amended. Our review was for the purpose of determining
whether we concur with your determination of “not likely to adversely™ for seven federally listed

species.

We concur with a “not likely 1o adversely affect” finding for all specics. However, we would
like to make a few points of clarification. As you know, the consultation cffori on this project
has involved multiple conference calls and mectings with REX, their consultant (Natural
Resource Group), and us, as well as, several coordination calls among your staff and us.
Through these informal consultation discussions, REX made siep-wise progress in incorporating
conservation measures (o minimize the likelihood of adverse effects occurring 1o listed species.
Becanse of this step-wis¢ process, important background information is not explicitly discussed
in the Biological Assessment. The following comments are to provide this background and

make our understanding of the conservation measurcs lucid.

First and foremost, as we have repeatedly stated in writing and verbally, the best approach to
ensure adverse effecis are avoided is to restrict tree removal 10 the inactive season. The :
conservation measures proposed by REX are, we believe, adequate and likely to minimize the
chances of adverse effects occurring, but obvicusly not to the extent that seasonal tree-cutting

restrictions would.

Second, the conscrvation measures for the Indiana bat target direct effects to indjviduals. We
conclude that adverse indirect effects due 1o habitat manipulation are unlikely to occur. Based
on the consultant’s analysis of habitat availability pre and post—construction, we concur with
their findings that the essential character of the suitable Indiana bat habitat will not be degraded
following construction activities. That is, sufficient foraging, roosting, and travel habitat will
remain available (o Indiana bats within all known occupied areas. Hence, we do not believe

there will be detectable indirect effects duc to habitat Joss or manipulation.
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Third, in concurring with a “not likely to adversely affect” finding we assume that one or more
Indiana bat captures within large contiguous blocks of suitable habitat (i.e., blocks of habitat that
contained more than one survey site) indicate Indiana bat presence for the entire block of
contiguous habitat. Thus, the conservation measures identified on Table 3-1 will be applied
throughout the contiguous block of habitat, not jusi in areas where bats were captured.

Fourth, the conscrvation measures identified for areas with no known nursery trecs
{Conservation Mcasurc 2 on Table 3-1) are for the purpose of minimizing the chances of cutting
down an occupied but unknown alternate roost tree. Bats occupying altemate roosts are likely to
be volant bats (non-volant bats are confined to nursery roost trees), and are likely to depart the
roost tree every night, in which environmental conditions are suitable, to forage. Hence, we
believe that restricting disturbance and tree-removal activities (o periods when bats are foraging
is very unlikely to result in disturbance of a roosting bat.

Fifth, Conservation Measure 3.a.ii(3) should be corrected to state the following: “Identify
potential nursery roost trees and conduct exit counts to determine whether it is an occupied
nursery roost if 20 or more bats are observed . .. "

Sixth, pertaining to the conservation measure, AN encouniers with listed species would be
reported to the Ei, who would record the following information:

- species;

- location (narrative and maps) and dates of observations;

- general condition and heaith, inciuding injuries and stare of healing;

- diagnostic markings, including identification numbers or markers; and

- locations moved from and 10.”
On page 37 of the Biological Assessment, please clarify that no handling of such species will
occur withont authorization frem the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service.

Lastly, our concurrence is predicated on the assumption that the Federal Energy Regulatory
Commission will ensurc that REX strictly adheres 10 all conservation measures listed on Table 3-
1 and the text within the Biological Assecssment.

This concludes section 7 consultation on the REX project. If you have any questions or concerns
about the conditions specificd within this Jetter or any other aspect of the consultation, please
contact Mr. T.J. Miller at 612-713-5334 or Ms. Jennifer Szymanski, of my staff, at 608-783-
8455.

Sincerely,
Lynon Lewis
Assistant Regional Director

Ecological Scrvices

¢c: FERC, Gas Branch 2, PJ 11.2
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Ms. Kimberly Bose

bec: Joff Thommes, NRGHLC
Forest Clark, BFO
Angeis Boyer, ROFO
Joyca Collins, RIFQ
Heidi Kuska, CMFO
T Miller, RO
Jennifer Szymanski, RO
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1000 ID5 Centor - NATURAL telophone (612) 247.6789

80 South Eighth Sireec facsimile (612) 347.5780
Minneapolis. MN 55402 www.NRGINC com

January 23, 2007

Mr. Rick Pistruszka

Program Manager — impact Assessment Division
Springfield Office of Water Resources

Winois Department of Natural Resources

One Natuial Resources Way

Springlisld, IL 62702

Re:  Rockies Express Pipeline ~ East Project
Pike, Scott, Morgan, Sangamon, Christian, Macon, Mouitrie, Douglas, and Edgar
Counties, Minois

Deaar Mr. Pletruszka:

As you are aware, Rockies Express Pipeline LLP (Rockies Express) is proposing to
construct a 42-inch-diameter natural gas pipeline from northeastern Colorado to
Clarington, Ohic. The eastem segment of the proposed pipeline [REX-East) crosses
Missouri, |llincis, Indiana, and Chio. The Hiinois portion of the project is approximately
195 miles in length and crosses Pike, Scolt, Morgan, Sangamon, Christian, Macon,
Moutltrie, Douglas, and EBdgar Counties. Construction of the proposed project is
anticipated to begin spring 2008 and It Is axpected to be in service by winter 2008.

in a letter to the Hlinois Depariment of Natural Resources (ILDNR} datad December 14,
2005, Rockies Express expfained that it had obtained the iliinois Natural Heritage
Inventory (NHI) data and had evaluated the information to determine potentiat species
and areas of concem.  During the project meeting held on January 9, 2007, Rockles
Express and the ILDNR coliectively reviewed tha route maps for the Hiinois portion of the
proposed project, including NHI data. During the meeting, you indicated that tha
ILDNR's primary concem was at the Embarras River crossing. As discussed during the
meeting, Rockies Exprass proposes to cross the Embarras River using the horizontal
directional drill {HDD) method. This method will avoid impacts on the bed and banks of
the river. Rockies Express indicated thal the entry and exit locations of the HDD will be
located outskia of the forested areas adjacent to the river.

Rockies Exprass also indicated during the meeting that the proposed crossing method
for tha Mississippi and Winois Rivers will be the HDD method. Unless otharwise
authosized, in waterbodies where instream disturbance is required, per the JLDNH's
recommendation, Rockies Express will avoid the fish spawning period, generally
considerad mid-March through June 1.

It is Rocldes Express’ undersianding that the ILDNR field staff have reviewed the

proposed project and, with the implementation of the measures discussed above, has no
agddiional concems regarding the project.

MIMNEAPOLIS » HOUSTON » DENVER » PROVIDENCE * ANCHORAGE » CHARLOTTE » BATON ROUGE
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As such, with this letter, Rockies Express respectfully regquests concurrence from the
ILDNR that construction of the propased project, along with implamentation of the above-
relerence measures, is not expacted to have adverse impacts on sensitive resources in
ilincis, Providing a response with 30 days will allow Rockies Express time 1o include the
appropriate discussions In project planning and application materals.

Per your reques! during the January © meeting, attached ‘o this lelter are 3 sets of
topographic map-based route maps showing both the April 2006 route (preliminary} and
December 2006 route {currently proposed).

We appreciale your ongoing cooperation and assistance with the project. If you have
any questions or require additional infosmation, please contact me al 612-359-5678 or by
e-mail al jihommes @ nrginc.com.

Sincerely,

Naturai Resource Group, Inc.

% . 7,7 )
. %"” ’
Jefl Thommes

Matural Resource Specialist
Enclosures

cc: Elizabeth Dolezal, NRG
Bart Jensen, NRG
Jim Thompson, Rockies Express Pipaline
Charlia Bertram, Rockies Express Pipeline


mailto:jrthommes@nrginc.com
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Project Update Meeting — January 8, 2007
Minois Department of Natural Resources

Attendees

Rick Pietruszka — Program Manager, Div. of Review and Coordination (217) 785-5500
Karen Miller — Manager, Impact Assessment Section {217) 785-5500

Jim Thompson - Rockies Express Pipeline

Charlie Bertram -~ Rockies Express Pipeline

Bart Jensen — Natural Resource Group, Inc,

Jaff Thommes - Natural Resource Group, Inc.

Jim Thompson explained thal the project generally follows the existing Panhandle
Easiemn Pipeline (PEPL) route through MNlincis with the Rockies Express construction
right-of-way generally abutting the existing FEPL right-of-way.

Jim Thompson described Rockies Express’ proposal to complete the crossing of the
Mississippi River using the horizontal directional drilt (HDD) method. Spacifically,
Rockies Express proposes 1o slage lhe drill from a sile on Blackburn lsland in the
Mississippi River. Rockies Express is proposing to drill from Blackburn Istand in both
and east and west diraction to complate the installation under the Mississippi River. Jim
Thompson indicated that Rockies Express has been coordinating this process with the
applicable Missouri and federal agancies and those agencies are familiar with the

proposal.

Jim Thompson explained that Rockies Express also axpects to complete the crossing of
the Hinois and Embarras Rivers using the HDD method. Rick Pietruszka stated thal
using this crossing method would account for tha concerns of the ILDNR which are
focused primarily on aquatic resgurces within the Embarras River syslem.

Rick Pietruszka also indicated that the ILDNR recommends that Rockies Express avoid
the fish spawning petiod (roughly March up to June 1st) far crossings of all waterbodies
within the state. That is consistent with the FERC guidelines included in the Wetland
Waterbody Consfruction and Mitigation Procedures. Rockies Express stated that it will
accommodate this request. .

Rick Pietruszka stated that the project avoids sensitive areas throughout Hinois and that
field stafi have reviewed the project alignment and not identified additional areas of -
potential concem. Rick Pietruszka requested that Rockies Express provide three copies
of route maps with the latesl project alignment overlaid on topographic maps o the
ILDNR.

Jeff Thommes then proposed to Rick Pietruszka that the process for completing
consullation be conducted as follows: Rockies Express will provide a letier indicating
that it plans to nstall the pipeline under the Miasissippi, lflinois, and Embarras Rivers
using the HDD method and that trenching/construction within waterbodies will be
cenducted putside of the spawning period (see above). Rick Pietruszka would then
provide a wrtten response to Rockies Express stating thal such measures are
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acceptable in avoiding impacts on sensilive resources within [tinois and that additional
consuftation is only required if the route changes or additional resources may be

affected. Rick Pietruszka agreed with this approach.
Statewide General Permit Number 8

Rockies Express inquired into other potential parmit requirements from the [LDNR
including Statewide General Permit No. 8. Rick Pietruszka and Karen Miller stated that
Rockies Express should coordinate with Paul Mauer regarding the applicability of the
general permit, Karen Miller stepped away from the meeting and brefly discussed the
permil requirements with Paul Mauver. According to Karen Miller, Paul Mauer ixiicated
that as long as Rockies Express adheres 0 the requirements outlined in the genesal
permit, the project would be covered under the permit. Rockies Express agreed to
raview the requirements but expected that the project would adhere to the nacessary
requirements to qualify for coverage under the general permit.

Action ltem: Submit fetter summarizing meating discussion and provide 1:48,000-scale
topographic maps that include the April 2006 pipeline route, the December 2006 pipeline
touta, and the GIS overlay of the lilinois Natural Heritage data.
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B~ | 1linois Department of

N Natural Resources

One Natul Resources Way - Springlield, liinois 627021271
htp.fidnr.stata.il.us

Rod R, Blagojevich, Governor
Sam Focd, Acting Dirgetor

March 19, 2007

Mr. Jeff Thommes

Natural Resousce Group, Inc.
1000 IDS Center

80 Soulh Eighth Street
Minneapolis, MN 55402

RE: ¥ERC Pre-Filing Docket No. PF-06-30
Rockies Express Pipeline - East Project
Pike, Scoit, Morgan, Sangamon, Christian, Macon, Moultrie,
Douglas and Edgar Counties
Endangered Species Consultation Program
Natural Heritage Database Review # 0712161

Dear Mr. Thommes:

This correspondence confirms that the Illinois Department of Natural Resources has reviewed the
proposed pipeline alignment through liiinois with respect 1o potential project impacts to or upon
protected Illinois resources within or in the nearby vicinity of the proposed cotridor. The Natural
Hetritage Database idennfied that the proposed alignment (Milepost 202-203) crosses the
Embarrass River lilinois Natural Area in Douglas County. The Department acknowledges the
committement of the Rockies Express Project 16 directionally bore under this Tllinois Natural
Area. In addition, the Project’s commitiement to directionally dnll under the Mississippi and
Illinois Rivers is also acknowledged. Provided the project proceeds as discussed during our
summary meeting of January 9, 2007 the Department offers no objection. However, should the
project be substantially modified or revised, the Department reserves the right (o further review
and discussion . Thank you for the oppertunity 1o comment.

Sincerely,
Rick Pietroszka, Projéct Manager

Endangered Species Consultation Program

Division of Nawral Resource Review and Coordination
Ph. (217) 785-5500 '

Fax (217) 524-4177

Y
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February 1, 2008 Via email

Mr. Rick Pietruszka

Program Manager — Impact Assessment Division
Springfield Office of Water Resources

litinois Department of Natural Resources

One Natural Resources Way

Springfietd, Il 62702

Re. Rockies Express Pipeline - East Project
Consultation for New Natural Heritage Inventory Data

Dear Mr. Piastruska:

As you are aware, Rockies Express Pipeline LLC (Rockies Express) is proposing to
construc! a 42-inch-diameter natural gas pipeline from norheastern Colorado to
Clarington, Chio. The eastern segment of the proposed pipeline {REX-East) crosses
Missouri, lliinois, Indiana, and Ohio and is approximately 639.1 miles in length.
Censtruction of the proposed project is anlicipated to begin in the summer of 2008 with
an expected in-service date of winter 2008. The llincis portion of the project is
approximately 195.2 mides in length and crosses Pike, Scoit, Morgan, Sangamon,
Christian, Macon, Moultrie, Douglas, and Edgar Counties.

Rockies Express consulied with the lllinois Natural Heritage Inventory (NHI) initially in
April 2008 and also provided project maps overlaid with the NHI data to the llinois
Department of Natural Resources (ILDNR) and the lllinois Nature Preserves
Commission for review and comment. Consultation with the ILDNR ensued regarding
state-listed species, and on March 19, 2007, Rockies Express received a letter from the
ILONR indicating that since Rockies Express had committed to cross the Embarrass,
Mississippi, and llincis Rivers using the horizomal directional dill (HDD) methed, the
ILDNR does not object to the REX-East Project unless it is substantially modified or
revised, at which tima consultation would be reinitiated (copy attached). -

in our phone conversation on December 17, 2007, you indicated that the NHI data
provided \o Rockies Express appeared to be innacurate. On December 19, 2007, the
ILDNR provided revised NHI data to Rockies Express. Rockies Express overiaid this
new NH! data onto 1:48,000-scale topographic maps. Buffers lor potential impacts fo
threatened ant endangerad species in the project vicinity, taken from the Ecalogical
Compliance Assessment Tool (EcoCat) website, are considered 10 be two miles for
aquatic resources, one mile for terrestrial animals, and one-half mite for terrestrial plants.
Review of the NHI data along the project corridor revealed the following species with
occurrence records within their respective buffer of potential impact: black sandshell,
spectaclecase, little spectaciacase, bald eagle, llfinois chorus frog, great biue heron
rookeries, Kirtland's snake, and wild hyacinth, all of which are summarized in the
foliowing table and discussed below. Rockias Express has been in consultation with the
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L1.S. Fish and Wildlife Service regarding potential impacts of the project an federally
listed species, migratory bitds, and forast fragmantation.

- Rockies Express Pipeiing - East Project
MW Endangeved and mumamwwhvwrmmm

Stalug Milepost(s) Basic Habitat Association
Blad: Sandstal Threstened £43.2 Riffes OF rateways of Mmedium to rge rivers cver lilmuﬂdol
gravel subtrates
Speciaclecase Endangered 43.2 Largh fivars in matrohabilals sheliered from main ferce of curent
oved mud, sand, grave, conbls. and boulders
Little Threatenad 2029 cinski 10 mbdiaryv-size vivers with lovw curment over sand of M
Spociaciecase 2274 subatraies
2285
Bald Esgle Threstened 2 Tops ol all roes noas large dvers, lakes, OF PESETVOIrs
Hinois Chorus Treeatenad T4 S Tanporary pocks. hribaceous wetands, roadside daches, and
Frog hocded pastuses, emeanging in February ant Apnl
Great Blue Heron ~ hona 126.0 As many a8 135 nests are built in the tops, of 1adl trees m faresied
Rookery 1330 wetiands close 1o foraging habilat
Kirtland's Sniake Tiweatened 1318 Herbacoous wellands and associsled forested wetlands in the

vicinity of ponds, found under debris of in Craytish burouws, active
n the 3psing. sunmer. and fall

S{ving (o carly summer

Wikd Hyacinth Endangerdd 1508 Moist 1o mesic praivia, il 1 partial sun, fertile sod. blooms iate

Mussels

iinois’ NHI database shows records of three state-fisted musss! species occurring within
two milas of Rockies Express’ proposad route in [llinois. The black sandshell (state-
threatened) and spectaclecase (state-endangered) were recorded in the Mississippi
River 0.2 mile north (upstream) of milepost (MP) 43.2 at Rockies Express’ proposed
.HDD crossing location. The HDD construction technique is a trenchless crossing
mathod that avoids disturbing the bed and banks of the waterbody. Rockies Express will
be dredging material from the wesiern side of the Mississippl River in onder 1o facilitate
the offloading of HDD equipmant onto Blackbum istand, from which the drill will be
.completed. However, NHI records of occurrence of these two species are upstream of
Rockies Express’ proposed dredging location and as such; impacts due 1o increased
turbidity as a resull of dredging will not be incurred to these populations. In addition,
Rockies Express has conducted mussel surveys al and downstream of the site of
proposed dredging and no state or federally listed species wera found. As a result, no
impacts on the black sandshell or spectaciecase within the Mississippi River are
anticipated as a result of the REX-East Project.

The little spectaclecase, a state-threataned mussel, was noted at Rockies Express’
crossing of the Embarras River at MP 202.8 in Douglas County and in Brouilletts Cresk
0.2 mile upstream (north) of MP 277.4 and 0.2 mile downstream (north) of MP 228.6 in
Edgar County. The Kittle spectaclecase can be found in creeks to medium-size rivers
and typically occupies areas of low current with sand or mud substrates.
Correspondence from the llinois Department of Natural Resources (ILDNR) on March
19, 2007 {see attached lelter) indicated that mussel surveys within the Embarras River
ware not necessary because it will be crossed using the HDD method. Rockies Express
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has completed is assessments of two crossings of Brovilletts Creek, and data sheets
reflacting the results are attached for your reference. Rockles Exprass will continue to
consult with the ILDNR after review of these results to detenmine if additional field
surveys for the litle speclaciecase are necessary, and if so, will conduct surveys during
the summer of 2008. If surveys idenlify individuals, Rockies Express will consult with the
ILDNR to discuss the need to develop conservation measures to aveid or minimize
impacts con the littie spactaciecase in Brouilletts Creek.

Bald Eagle

Winois NHI data inciudes multiple bald eagle (state-threatened) records along the lllincis
River fiaodplain in the vicinity of MP 71.2 of Rockies Express’ proposed route. Further
review of the details of these records indicated that all are from the months of
November, Decermber, January, February, and March, As such, they are all winter
sightings, and known bald eagle presence does not coincide with the timing of project
construction. In addition, Rockies Express proposes to cross the ilinois River via HDD,
which will aveid impacts to the aquatic and riparian habitat in and adjacent to the
waterbody. As a result, no impacts on bald eagles using the lilinois River during the
winter months are anticipated as a result of the REX-East Project.

IKinois Chorus Frog

Rockies Express’ proposed route ¢rosses a historic occurrence of tha lllinois chorus frog
(state-threatened) and is within ona mile of two other occurrences at MP 74.5 in Scott
County. The Hllinois chorus frog is a small, fossorial frog that is found in temporary
pools, herbacecus wetlands, roadside diiches, and flooded pastures. It spends the
majority of its life underground, emerging only in February and April to bread. Tadpoles
hatch in the early spring and develop nto sub-adult frogs by May or June. REX-East
construction is not expected to begin in Seott County until summer of 2008, avoiding the
time during which Iliinois chorus frogs will be active. Additionally, field surveys did nol
identify ponds or wetlands on Rockies Express’ route in the vicinity of the historic Winois
chorus frog occumrences, and as such, they are not expected 1o occur within the project
workspace. Due to fack of habitat and the iiming of construction, impacts on the {lincis
chorus frog are nol anticipated as a result of the REX-East Project.

Great Blue Heron Rookery

llinois NHI data identified great blue heron rookeries near the project route on Horse
Creek on the centerline at MP 126 in Sangamon County, and on the South Fork of the
Sangamon River, 0.3 mile south of MP 1328 in Chrisiian County. Herons inhabit
rookeries, colonies of nesling birds, o enhance their ability to avoid predation by
populating as many as 135 nests. Nesls are built in the tops of tall traes in forested
wetlands clase to foraging habitat. In lllincis, herons are present from Febsuary through
Octaber, with young hatching in May or June and fledging two o three months later.
Rockies Express visited the localions identified by the Ninois NHI data to determine the
size of and exact locations of the rookeries. The rookery on Horse Creek includes over
75 nests and is aclually located approximately 3,100 feat (0.6 mie) north of the
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centerling at MP 126. The rookery on the South Fork of the Sangamon River is located
approximately 500 feet south of MP 133 and includes approximately 12 nests. Maps of
the field-recorded tocations of the heron rookeries in comparison fo the iocations shown
in NHI records are attached for your reference. Rockies Express will visit the rookery
along the South Fork of the Sangamon River again in the early spring to determine if the
sile is active. If the rookery is confirmed as an aclive heron rockery, then Rockies
Express, in consultation with the ILDNR, will evaluate its potential impacts lo the rookery
and explore timing restrictions, buffers, or avoidance measures in order to limit impacts
te great biue herons.

Kirtland’s Snake

Rockles Express’ proposed route comes within one mile of a historic occurrence of the
Killand's snake (state-threatened), 0.5 mile south of MP 131.8 in Sangamon County.
Kirtland's snakes inhabit herbaceous wetlands and associated forested wetlands In the
vicinity of ponds. They are oflen found under debris or in crayfish burrows, and are
active in the spring, summer, and fali, spending the rest of the year in burrows.
Kirland's snakas are known to have small home ranges. Rockies Express crosses
three forested wetlands in the vicinity of a pond near its crossing of the South Foark of the
Sangamon River, which is also in the vicinity of the snake’s historic record. If present
during construction, Kirland's snakes wili be at risk of montality. Rockies Express
maintaing a policy prohibiting the killing or harassment of wildlife, and will provide
environmental training for aill construction personnel including guidelines for the
appropriate identification and removal of Kirtland's snakes from the project area. Due to
its cryplic nature, Rockies Exprass has determined that preconstruction surveys will not
provide definitive information necessary 10 delarmine presence or absence, Rockies
Express will coordinate with the ILDNR regarding the appropriate construction protocols
for areas in the vicinity of the South Fork of the Sangamon River, which may include
timing restrctions or exclusionary fencing. Rockies Express is commilted 1o avoiding
this species and does not anticipate that any iong-term population-level impacts o the
Kirtland's snake will be incurred as a result of the REX-East Pipeline Project.

Wild Hyacinth

There are rocords of wild hyacinth (state-endangered) in Macon County within Elwin
Botanical Area, a mesic and wet-mesic prairie remnant associaled with raitroad tracks
adjacent to U.S. Highway 51. Wild hyacinth is a prairie plant found in moist to mesic
conditions on fertile soil in full to partial sun. it blooms from late spring to early summer,
and the population in Macon County is the only cne remaining in the state of lllinois.
Rockies Express will cross U.S. Highway 51 and its adjacent railroad tracks at MP
158.8, approximately 0.1 mile south of Elwin Botanical Area and approximately 0.2 mile
south of the southemmost historic wild hyacinth occurrence record. Rockies Express
proposes ta bore undemeath the railroad tracks and highway, thus avoiding surface
impacts to those areas. As the REX-East route is south of existing occurrence records
and because it will avoid surface impacts in areas with thea potential to be occupied by
the species, it does not anticipate thal the REX-East Project wili impact the wild

hyacinth.
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This information is provided for your review and comment in regards to potential impacts
on lllinois fisted threaterred and endangered species. K you have any questions or
comments, please contact me at 614-328-2070 or by email at jimt@caprock-lic.com.

Thank you for your assistance.
Sincerely,
TN /?' o o o

Jim Thoempsen,
Environmental Conlractor for Rockies Express

Attachments: Lelter dated March 18, 2007 from Rick Pietruszka, ILDNR, to Jeff
Thommes, NRG
Stream data sheets for two crossings of Broulllett's Creek
Maps of graat blue heron rookeries

ce {without attachments):  Charlie Berlram, Rockies Express Pipeline
Jeff Thommes, Natural Resource Group


mailto:iimt@caDrock-llc.com
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March 19, 2007

Mr. Jeff Thommes

Natural Resource Group, Inc,
1000 IDS Center

80 South Eighth Street
Minneapolis, MN 55402

RE: FERC Pre-Filing Docket No. PF-06-30
Rockies Express Pipeline - East Project
Pike, Scott, Morgan, Sangamon, Christian, Macon, Moultrie,
Douglas and Edgar Counties
Endangered Species Consuliation Program
Natural Heritage Database Review # 0712161

Dear Mr. Thommes:

This correspondence confirms that the Hlinois Department of Natural Resources has reviewed the
proposed pipeline alignment through 1llinois with respect to potential project impacts (0 or upon
protected lliinois resources within or in the nearby vicinity of the proposed corridos. The Natural
Heritage Database identified that the proposed alignment (Milepost 202-203) crosses the
Embarrass River Iflinois Natral Area in Douglas County. The Department acknowledges the
committement of the Rockies Express Project to directionally bore under this Hlinois Nawral
Area. In addition, the Project’s committement to directionally dritl under the Mississippi and
Ilinois Rivers is also acknowledged. Provided the project proceeds as discussed during our
summary meeting of January 9, 2007 the Department of fers no objection. However, should the
project be substaniiatly modified or revised, the Department reserves the right Lo further review
and discussion . Thank you for the opportumity 1o comment,

Si{;c?mly. ~
A }Q;Ez&
Rick Pictruszka, Projéct Manager
Endangered Species Consultation Program
Division of Natura] Resource Review and Coordination

Ph. (217) 785-5500
Fax (217) 524-4177
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Rockies Express - East Pipeline Project
Stream Survey Data Sheet
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Rockies Express — East Pipeline Project
Stream Survey Data Sheet
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April 24, 2008

Mr. Rick Pietruszka

Program Manager — Impact Assessment Division
Springhield Cifice of Walter Resources

iinois Department of Natural Resources

One Natural Resources Way

Springfield, IL 62702

Re: Rockies Express Pipeline - East Proiect
Haron Rookeries Near Proposed Raule in llinois

Dear Mr. Piefruska:

As you are aware, Rockies Express Pipeline LLC (Rockies Express) is proposing io
construct a 42-inch-diameter nsiural gas pipefine from northaastern Coiorado to
Clarington, Ohio. The eastern segmant of the proposed pipeline (REX-East) crosses
Missouri, lflinols, Indiana, and Ohio and is approximately 639.1 miles in length.
Construction of the proposed project is anticipated to begin in the summer of 2008 with
an expected n-service date of winler 2008, The linois portion of the project is
approximately 165.2 miles in length and crosses Pike, Scolt, Morgan, Sangamon,
Christian, Macon, Moultrie, Douglas, and Edgar Counties.

In a letter dated February 1, 2008, Rockies Express notified you that it had raceived data
from the linois Natural Heritage inventory (NHI) revealing two great blue heron
rookeries near the proposed route.  One rookery was identified adjacent io Morse Creek
100 feet north of milepost (MP) 126 in Sangamon County, and the other was idenlified
adjacent to the South Fork of the Sangamon River 1,850 feet south of MP 1326 in
Christian County. Typically, herons inhabit rookeries, colonles of nesling birds, to
enhance their ability to avoid predation by populating as many as 135 nests. Mests are
buitt in the tops of tall rees in forested wedlands close to foraging habitat. n Minois,
herons are present from February through Oclober, with young hatching in May or June
and fledging two to three months laler.

Reckies Express visited the locations identified by the lilinois NHI data to determine the
size of and exact locations of the rookeries. The rookery adjacent to Horse Creek
includes over 75 nests and is actually located approximaltely 2,500 fest narthwest of the
centerline at MP 127. The rookery on the South Fork of the Sangamon River is located
approximalely 500 feet south of MP 133 and includes approximately 12 nests. Maps of
the fisld-recorded locations of the heron rogkeries in comparison to the locations shown
in NHI records are attached for your referencs.

On April 21, 2008, Rockies Express visiled both great blue heron rookeries lo defermine
whether they are still active. Rockies Express determined that the rookery on Horse
Craek is still being actively used by great blue herons, and the rockery on the South



2b080808-0118 FERC PDF (Unofficial) 08/07/2008

ol ORI AT i e T AT T IR B Bl Ul o e AR D et s TN ol Tyt VORI Y oy, 7 S AR ST ¢ TR L. & S g - s - PP A IO T |

Mr. Rick Pistruszka
April 24, 2008
Page 2 of 2

Fork of the Sangamon River is no longer aclive. Photos of each rookery are attached for
your refarence. Due to the large buffer (2,900 feet) existing between the active rookery
and the project workspace of the propased route in addiion to the existing agricultural
aclivity in the area, Rockies Express does not anticipate that it will disturb great blue
harons at the rookery on Horse Creek. The heron rookery adjacent o the South Fork of
the Sangamon River is not active and, therefore, will-not be impacted by construction
activities,

Rockies Express believes that it will not affect great blue heron rookeries near its
proposead route in the slate of lllinois and requests that you-sigh and retum a copy of this
letter via facsimile (614-328-2060} ar email if you concur with Rockies Express’
determination. If you have any questions or comments, please confacl me at 614-328-

2070 of by email at jimt@licaprock-lic.com.

Thank you for your assistance.
Sincerely, P

—ﬁ&z’égﬂ-ﬁ——

Jim Thompson,
- Erwironmental Cordractor for Rockies Express

Attachments: Maps of great blue heron rookesies
Photos of great blue heron rookeries

cc (without altachments): Chartie Bertram, Rockies Express Pipeline
Jeff Thommes, Nalural Resaurce Group

L T LT T TR

Signature; Date:

Title: Program Manager — impact Assessment Division
| Agency: llinois Department of Natural Resources
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