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April 2L 2008 

The Honorable Joseph T. Kelliher 
Chairman 
Federal Energy Regalatory Commission 
888 First Street, N,E. 
Washington. D.C. 20426 
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Dear Commissioner Kelliher 

I write to you concerning the final environmental impact statement (£IS) for Rodries Exswess 
(REX) East project proposed by Rockies Excess Pipeline LLC, and concerns that have b e ^ 
raised with me regarding the pipeline's proposed route through Ohio. 

It is my understanding that the proposed route in eastern Ohio would unnecessarily traverse a 
major operating underground coal mine, the Century Mine, wluch currently produces nearly one-
thitd of Ohio's coal and ^nploys several hundred pec^le. My constituent suggests that tiie 
proposed gas pipeline route, if i^sproved, could have a devastating efTect on the production of 
coal in Ohio. In addition, the cc»l from the mine is the primary feedstock for electric generation 
in Ohio and several surrounding states. 

Despite comments raising this issue, both the draft and final EIS prepared for your cocstderation 
state that "no active coal nunes. . . were identified in the locations crossed by the REX East 
project facilities.'* While the EIS cbcuments assume that a "litigation plan** can accoirunodate 
land subsidence caused by coal mining on the pipeline route, I have bera told that tise techiucal 
reports in the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission record indicate that such mitigation is 
infca^fblc in the sioep slope terrain found m eastern Ohiu wheie 'ihe Century Mine is located. 

EIS documents considered pipeline route alternatives for other identified land use conflicts such 
as tiie City of Indiamqx)Us, Deer Creek Lake State Park in Ohio, and Big Daiby Credc (a 
deagnated wild and scenic rrvcs) in Ohio. In each of these cases and others, route adjustments 
were considered to ntintmize environmental and land use conflicts in the pnaposed pipdii» lot^e. 
In the case of Century Mine, however, no route ahematives appear to have been considered. 
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The REX East project represents a significant investment in our nation's energy infiastructure, 
and 1 have no objection to your agency taking action to i^rove the vast majority of the pipeline 
route. I simply ask that you fiilly and accurately evaluate the unpact this section of tii^ pipeline 
could potentially have in terms of lost jobs and energy costs in the State of Ohio. Please give all 
due consideration to this critical issue. 

Sincerely, 

jL^iJ.iLojib 
QBorge V. Voinovich 
United States Senator 

cc: Marc Spitzer, Commissioner 
Jon Wellinghoff, Commissioner 
Philip D. Moeller, Commissioner 
Suedeen G. Kelly, Commissioner 


