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ORIGINAL 

o 

I attended the Putnam County Zoning and Plannitkg Commission meeting last MdiQay 70 o 
night, March 10,2008. The Rockies Express (REX) Pipeline Committee p resen tq^ ^ g 
ai^lication for a zoning variance irom Residential-Agricultural to Commercial ZMHcig 

% -'" ' - o for their proposed compressor site and meter station in Nc^lhera Putnam County near oc ĉ  
U.S. Hwy. 36 and County Road 25 West The current site proposal is in a residennm £r ^ 
development area, oa ^ 

I am opposed to this site because there is anoth^ more q>propriate site on the REX 
proposed pipeline route. It lies one mile to the East of the present site and is already 
zoned commerciai. The sixty (60) acre site owned by Tom Herbert lies next to the 
Co-Alliance Agricenter. Co-Alliance already has {̂ ypiovat for hazardous chemical and 
pumping facilities. Mr. Herbert has expressed an interest in selling his property to 
Rockies Express. 

Mr. Heibert's property is on a paved secondary road with frontage on two sides. It is also 
comparable in terrain and drainage to the current site and is closer to the fire department 
Most importantly it does not lie within the inunediate vicinity of new homes and current 
residential construction. The current propraed pumpng station iadlity w^ 
within 662 yards fiom my front door. My neighbor's homes are even closer. 

There is an Active stc»ie quarry that owns the prc^)erty to the south of Ae prt^sed REX 
site. The quany regularly blasts and continues to dig toward the proposed site axid will 
eventually end up at the property line. Addittonally, the pn^)osed site b near the comer 
of one of to busiest iotmectioiis in the County as weU as &e proposed four lane 
hi^way expansion route of U.S. Hwy 36 diat Indiana Departn^it of Transportation has 
planned for this area. I am told that "Ue pum|ring station would be in the way"". 

Anodier area of major concern is the impact cm our valuable resource, water. The 
pre\̂ cKis REX Land Agent (I believe Johnny McGee) talked to me about the pumping 

Tnis Is to certify that the ima.g9s appearing aare an 
accurate and coraplate r«produatloa of a case file 
document delivered in the regular course of busineas 
f90hn4Glaa=——:2 Date Processed - ̂ Z A r ^ U . 



20080321-0064 FERC PDF ( U n o f f i c i a l ) 0 3 / 1 9 / 2 0 0 8 

RE: RodciesExi^essPipcliBe Page 2 
Docket #CP07-.208-000 

station. He stated that eventuaUy two (2) million cubic feet ofunderground storage was 
going to be put in alongside Ae pumping station. He stated that it is ctsitotly not being 
pneseiitod bik that it is in Ihe future developOKi^ 
flie quarry, Ais constitutes a huge pcMsibility of water contamiiuitiop. Iwastoldtfie 
meAod of storage would be to poBq> die gas into the substRda (no tank). Sincethe 
substrata are htfgely pcm>us limestone, thoe would be no way to prevent contaminating 
the underground aquifer and our wells. The homes in the area are all on their own well 
system. I was also told by that Fotmer Land Agent and the REX Attorney that REX 
would have dty water Biqiplkd to us to conqsensBte for our loss of laahle wHt^ 
also the queatioiiofhowittiicfa water ccmsunqrticm the pin^iing station wi^ Witlthe 
local wdls decrease in production of this vahiable reaouroe and, if 90, who will p ^ fi)r 
te water si9p]y to come fiom soiBCvAere else as weU as pay £br fte loss of our 
imderground aquifer \rfuch is a valiuble conunodi^ 

Noise poUotion is also a feclor. At the zi»ing and plaining meetings we were toM ^ 
REX Conumttee the noise pollution would be 50db or less at our home. A constant noise 
ofthistnagnitudewiM be a long term healfe impact to the neighboring residents as well as 
a detrimental effect to the resale and valuation of Oeir property. No one will want to buy 
or build near d2St type of noise. 

Along diis line, te delriniicntal affect to die pn^ierly valties because of die safely» w a ^ 
and noise polh^on win cause suiTounding testdotdal proper^ 
discourage fiiture home owners fiom building Dear thoe. We are not being compensated 
for this. 

The biggest issue of alt is the safe^ factor. On February 6« 2008 near Nashville, 
Tennessee, a amilar pumping station exploded and oblitoated everything for thousands 
<tf yards in eveiy diractioB. Ilie n i M d doalh ld& is itiH being oQQsid^ 
temams tiiat 0 i ^ n g fhe REX statioii ̂ lAne it is now propoaed 
danger uonecessarily. How will tins affect our Homeowner^sInsurBiioe? ktyinsuiance 
won't assume any Uabilify for Roddes Express. Will th^r have documented msurance 
coverage si9plied to us to oompenstie us for our losses or 1 ^ wc be at the meicy of our 
own resouroes and the tegal system? 

All of dKse piobleros could be alleviated if te site were moved to die Herbert pn)f^^ 

The Land Agent fbr REX staled at die 2omng variance meeting that be had not 
conadered these issues because he bad aheadar secured the oominhincnt for the prcyci^ 
now being con^dered and he was only reqmred to find one possibili^. The property now 
beuig 0(msidtted is owned I7 an absoxtee landowner not of this conuntmity and his Ofl̂  
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interest in the site is financial gain &om die sale of it Apparently, Ae landowner 
approached REX and the deal was completed without checking out other possibilities. 

The REX Land Agent fiirther stated arid i^reed with die Zoniiig Committee there were 
better ntes. Afier being questioned by die Zoning Board members, the REX Engineer 
also confinned there are better shes. The REX Engmeer adoiowledged h (the Herbert 
property as well as other points to the East along the pipeline route) would be better fw 
the pipeline fiom a hydraulic pumping stand point than the current proposed site. He also 
stated that because of oonvenienoe and expe<fience fbr REX, no otlwr nte was consider 
nor is currendy being considered. 

I aok you not to approve die current site because H is not the only soteble ^te. 

In summaiyp the Herbert proper^ is a better site fix the following reasons: 

L Safety-FWther away fiom the popuhition and everyday activities 
2. Already Zoned Commercial 
3. Not in State Hi^nvay Expansion Plans 
4. Land Usage-not in residential area 
5. Environmental - Noise Polludon Won't be a Problem 

* No WatK Contamination for New Homes or New Home 
Construction 

6. Per the REX engmeer, better hydraulic pumping 

As a property owner and residoit of Putnam County for f:»rty years, I can tell you it is 
particuliuly egregious diat a company can come into the community and disru^ the lives 
of the homeowners and their jMoper^ with such impuni^ and disregard to their 
conaequenoee. Ehperftfjy. when wBh tf lliM>]liteiipg.|pMl fine thoug>d> the company 
could coostnict and develop their fedlides wMi fitde or 110 disruption 
not opposed to die pipeline ccHning dirough. We just want it done in the best suhdde 
manner* 

Please protect us and our pn^ier^ fiam this needless hi^tezard development 

SUnoerdy, 

^.g£^e.^ju^ 
Dr.JolinP.JadaQn 

cc: Putnam County Zoiung and Planning Commission 


