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Kimberly D. Bose 
Secretary 
Federal £nei:gy Regulatory Commission 
888 Pint Street, N.E 
Room IA 
Washington, DC 20426 

RE: Docket No. CP07^208-000 
Roddes Express Pipeline LLC, REX-East Project 
Supplemental Information For Crossing of the Big Wabut Credc 

Ms, Bose: 

On A ^ \ 30,2007, Roddes Express Pipeline LLC ("Rodries Express") filed with 
&e Federal Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC or Commission) an applicaticm 
pursuant to Section 7(c) of tiie Natural Gas Act and Part 157 of the Commission's 
regulations, requesting a Certificate of Public Convenience and Necessity authorizing the 
construction ami operation of an i^yproximatdy 639-mi]e-]ong natural gas pipeline and 
rdated focilities. 

In its January 14,2008 response to Environmental Mitigation Measure 61 C ÊMM 
61") of the draft Environmental Impact Statemait CEIS'O* Roddes Exi^ess oooamitted to 
conducting further studies at Big Wahiut Creek (''Big Walnut**) to detennine the 
feasibility of completing a successful horizontal directional drill ("HDD*0 of the 
watobody. Based on the results of Aese studies, Roddes Express has detennined that 
die Big Wahiut can be successfully crossed using HDD tedmology and, therefore, is 
adopting the HDD method at this location. 

The election to ooss the Big Walnut by HDD is consistent with the prefomoes of 
state and fedoid environmental ageodes. Spedfically, the Indiana Dept of 
Environmental Management, along with the National Paric Sorvioe, have indicated duU 
they would prefBT diat Rockies Express cross die Big Walnut by HDD, or a by a dry or 
trenddcss crossing technique. Consistoit with this pteferencc, and as noted above, 
Roches Express is decting to cross the Big Wahiut by HDD. Roddes E^qness files the ^ %^ 
following supplemCTtal information with respect to the HDD crossing of Big Wahiut I? g, ̂  
Cicek: ? 8 S 

370 Van Gordon Strset P.O. Box 2S1304 Lakewood. OO 80228-8304 303ma-1740 
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• An updated response to EMM 61 of the draft EIS regarding Big Walnut 
Creek committing Rockies Express to attempt, as a first c^on, an HDD 
Closing of the waterbody (Attadiment A; Public); 

• Bite-spedfic HDD crossing plan for Big Wahiut Credc (Attadiment B 
Public); 

• Acoustical Assessmoit of a Planned HDD at Big Walnut Credc 
(Attadiment C; Public), See EMM 147. 

Roddes Express is filing an original and sevm (7) copies of all Public 
Information. In addition, Roddes Express is i^oviding complete copies of this filing 
directly to the FERC Project Manager and tbiid-party contractor. Ifyou have any 
questions, please do not hesitate to contact me. 

Respectfully sulmiitted. 

y C - ^ ^ 
Curtis Mof&tt 

Shippen Howe 
Van Ness Fddman, P.C. 
lOSO Thomas Jefferson Street, N.W. 
Washington, D.C 20007 
(202)298-1800 

Attorneys for 
Rockies Express Pipeline LLC 

Attadiments 

cc: Lauia Turner 
Karen Faddy, ICF 
Trevor Loveday, Entrix 
All Parties 
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Updated Response to CerfMcate Condftlon No. 61 
of the Draft Envlronmentai Impact Statemsnt for the REX'€»t f ^ e c t 

61. Prtor to the end of the draft EIS comment period, Rockies Express shall ftte wKh 
the Secretafy sHe-epeclfiG HDD crossing plans for the Whhe River (MP 316.8) and 
Big WHlnut Creek (MP 281.5). If geotechnical faaslblllty assessmenti Indicate that 
HDD crossings of the Whtte fUver and the Big Walnut Creek would not be 
posslbte, then Rockies Express shall consult wHh IDEM and FWS regarding 
aKematlve crossing nMthods and fite the resuHs of these consuttattons with the 
Seoetary along with ttie geotschnlcai report (page 4-38) 

Rockies Express' Response: 

Bfa Walnut CrBBk 

In its Initial response to Certificato Condition No. 61, filed with the Federal Energy Regul^ory 
Commisston (FERC) on January 14, 2008, Rockies Express stated that It had performed a 
detelled geotechnical study of the ground formattons at Big Walnut Oeek. Because of 
6)«»sslve amounts of gravel and cobbles, which can present a serious risk to an hortEontal 
directional driH (HDD), Rockies Express had determined that this method at Bg Walnut Creek 
wouM be unsuccessful. Therefore* Rockies Express continued to prOTnote an open-cut crossing 
of Big Walnut Creek, however, had modified the additional temporary workspaces to reduce 
Impacts on forested land. 

Simifar to the White raver, Rockies Express is aware of mid sensitive to the Indiana D^tartment 
of Environmental Managemenfs and U.S. Fish and Wlkllite Service's concerns regarding an 
open-cut crossing of Big Walnut Creek. Therefore, Rockies Express has continued to evaluate 
the potential fiaaslbiKty df an HOD at Big Walnut Creek. Since filing its response, Rockies 
Express consulted with an experienced HDD contractor, Mtehels, and provided it with the most 
recent geotec^rtical date atong with the proposed proRle and alignnient drawing tor the Big 
Walnut Oeek HDD crossing. Based on the information provkfed, ft is now believed that ao HDD 
crossing of Big Walnut Creek can be sucoessfijlly accomplished. An HDD crossing at this 
kxation poses some typical problems such as the dlfTerenoe in elevation, and the threat of 
ground water InfHfratkHi poses a high risk of dealing with sc^^siantial amounts of fiuid on the tow 
Me of the crossing. In addition, the risk of subsidence akxig the alignment near the entry and 
exit is a potential hazard, espedaNy with the large diameter ream passes required. Despite 
these hazards, it is bolievBd that crossing Big Walnut Creek using HDD technotogy is feasible 
and, therefore, IRockies Express has adopted this method. 

Attached to Ihis response Is ttiesite-apedflc HDD crossing plan for the Big Walnut Creok. Also 
ettached are the results of an acoustical assessment, as rsquested by Certificate (Condition No. 
147. of the planned HDD operations at Big Walnut Creek. 
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TICS& tB91 MEADO/USLBsL SUTE D 

iW^9^^(l§D496-00^ m 
Date of Transmittel: 02/05/08 H&K Job No. 3913 

MEMORANDUM (Total of 4 Pages) 

Subject: Acoustical Assessment of a Planned HDD at Big Walnut Creek (Putnam 
County, IN) for the Gas Pipeline associated with REX-East Pipeline Project 

Submitted to: Natural Resource Group, Inc. (NRG) 

Project Applicant: Kinder Morgan Company 

Submitted by: Paul D. Kiteck. P.E., Hoover & Keith Inc. (H&K) 

1.0 INTRODUCTION 

The following memo provides the results of an acoustical assessment of planned horizontal 
directional drilling (HDD) operations at Big Walnut Creek (Putnam County, Indiana) for the natural 
gas pipeline associated with the Rockies Express Pipeline (REX) - East Project. An 
acoustical assessment for the other planned HDD sites for the project was provided previously in 
a previous H&K Report''. 

The purpose of the acoustical assessment is to estimate the sound contribution at nearby noise-
sensitive areas (NSAs) resulting from drilling operations at each HDD site and present noise 
control (NC) measures to minimize the noise impact of HDD activities if the analysis indicated 
that the noise of HDD operations could exceed the "benchmaric" sound criterion of 55 dBA (t-dn)-

2.0 BRIEF DESCRIPTIQN OF NEW HDD SITE 

Figure 1 (p. 3} shows the area layout around the new HDD site (i.e.. location, length and 
entry/exit points) along with the NSAs surrounding the new HDD site. Verification of the NSAs 
and existing ambient sound levels was determined by H&K during an ambient site sound survey. 
The following Table A summarizes the planned new HDD site and the observed closest NSA to 
the entry point and exit point along with the distance and direction of the closest NSA. 

General Location ot 
Tha Planned HDD 
ConetnictfonSfte 

Big Walnut Creek 
Big Walnut Creek 

Entnr 
orExH 
Point 

Entry 
Exit 

Apprax. 

281.5 
281.1 

Closest NSA and 
IVpeofHSA 

F^idences 
Residences 

Distance & 
Direction of 
Closest NSA 

2.500 ft. (SW) 
2.200 ft. (SSE) 

Reference 
Drawing 

(1.0.. Figure) 

Figure 1 (p. 3) 

Figure 1 (p. 3) 

Table A: Summary of the Big Walnut Creek HDD Site and Dislance/DirBction of the Qosest NSAs 

^ H&K Report No. 2095, dated April 17,2007, to NRG, entitled *REX-East Project- Acoustical Ass^sment of the 
Planned HDD SHes...Rockie$ Express Pipeline-East Projecf 

-Page 1-
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NRG - REX-East Pipeline F̂ roject 
Acoustical Assessment of a new HDD at Big Walnut Creek for the Project 

Hoover & Keith inc. 
H&KJobNo.3gi3 

Date of Memo: 02/05/08 

3.0 ACOUSTICAL ASSESSMENT AND FINAL COiaMENT 

The same acoustical methodology utilized in the previous H&K noise assessment (RE: H&K 
Report No. 2095) was employed for the acoustical assessment of this new HDD construction 
sites. The spreadsheet analyses (calculations) of the estimated A-wt. sound level contributed by 
HDD operations at the closest NSA for the new HDD construction site are provkled in Table 1 (p. 
4) and Table 2 (p. 4), and the noise assessment assumes that standard HDD equipment is 
employed. The following Table B summarizes the estimated A-wt sound level and calculated 
Lcjp (as calculated from estimated A-wt. level) at the dose^ NSA fi-om tiie HDD entry site and 
HDD exit site during peak operation of equipment at the new HDD site. 

Locirtkmof 

Each HDD 

site 

Big Walnut 

Creek 

Big Walnut 

Creek 

Entiy 

or Exit 

Point 

Entry 

Fxit 

Distance » 

Dirvctionof 

Ck»s«st1ISA 

2.500 ft. (SW) 

2,200 ft. (SSE) 

AddMiNC 

M M i u m t o 

mvatCrtterion 

Not required 

Not required 

Calc'd Ldn 

diwtoHDD 

(vlaA-WL) 

47.6 dSA 

37.8 dBA 

Ambtent 

i d n 

45.0 dBA 

45.0 dBA 

LdnoT 

HDDplue 

Ambient 

49.5 dBA 

45.8 dBA 

inc iM i * 

Abow 

Ambient 

4.5 dB 

0.8 dB 

Rtffmnce 

Table 

TaWe1(p.4) 

Tabte2(p.4) 

Table B: Summary of the Est*d Sound Level C^tribution and Calc'd L̂ p at the NSAs closest to the Big 
Walnut Creek HDD Site, assuming Standard HDD Equipment Utilized. 

The acoustical assessnnent indicates that tiie noise attributable to the drilling operations at the 
planned new HDD for Big Walnut Creek should not exceed tiie "benchmark" sound level criterion 
of 55 dBA (L ĵn) at tiie closest NSAs. The results of the acoustical assessment also indicates tiie 
noise due to HDD drilling operations for tiie Big Walnut Creek HDD site should be l>elow tiie 
"benchmaric" sound level criterion of 55 dBA (L^n) and should cause less tiian a 9 dBA increase 
at the nearby NSAs. 

• Aralyrii cr ̂ B Wilnul Cnak HDD alB tarREXfaMoc 

-Page 2-



Unofficial FERC-Generated PDF of 20080211-0211 Received by FERC OSEC 02/07/2008 in Docket*: CP07-20a-000 

NRG - REX-East Pipeline Project 
Acoustical Assessment of a new HDD at Big Walnut Creek fix the Project 

Hoover & Keith inc. 
H&K Job No. 3913 

Date of Memo: 02/05/08 

VmMST 
HDD EXIT 

o - NON-RESIDErm'U. BUILDING 
H - HOUSE OR MOBILE HOME 
NSA- NOISE SENSn'IVE AREA 
$ - MEASUREMENT POSmON 

APPROXIMATE SCALE IN FEET 

400 BOO 1600 

Figure 1: REX-East Pipeline Pn^ect Drawing showing Spedfic Location of the Bio Walnut Creek 
HDD Crossing along witfi the Location of the NSAs near the HDD Entry/Exit Point 

-Pages-
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NRG - REX-East Pipeline Project 
Acoustical Assessment of a new HDD at Big Walnut Creek for the Project 

Hoover & Keith inc. 
H&KJobNo.3gi3 

Date of Memo: 02/05/08 

Dirt (Ft) or 

Calcula&on 

2S00 

2S00 

Noise Source and Other Condi t ionsFaclors 

associated wHh Acoustical Analysts 

Peak P W L o f HDD Or)Rratk}n at an Entry Point 

Attsnuatkm by Forest and/or Land Contour 

HerrtspherfcalRadiaSon 

M m . Absorption (70% R.H.. 60 deg F) 

E s f d Tota l S o u n d C o n t r i b u t i o n w i t h No A d d i t i o n a l NC 

S P L o r P W L i n dB Per Octave-Band Center Freq. (Hz) 

31.5 

118 

0 

-ee 

0 

62 

63 

115 

0 

-66 

0 

49 

125 

112 

-1 

-66 

-1 

45 

250 

•45-.::| 

500 

112 

•4 

•66 

-2 

40 

ibod 

m 
1-5 ; 

33 

7000 

106 

•6 

-66 

-10 

26 

400Q 

• : « : : ; 

8000 

98 

-8 

-66 

•35 

0 

ft-Wti 

iiwei: 

;;i*f:;; 

41.2 

Measured Ambient Sound Level (i.&. Ldn)in dBA 

Sound Conlributbn of H ) 0 N d t e plus Ambient Level {dBA) 

PdtorH^ hcnaseabove (he AmIiiBnt LBVftl(dB) 

Calc'd 

Ldn 

47.6 

45.0 

49.5 

4.5 

Table 1: REX-East Pipeline Pi^ect - Big Wblnut Creole HDD fEntiv Point Analysis): Esfd Sound Contribution 
of HDD Operations at Closest NSA to HOD Entry Sits (I.e.. Itesldences ^500 Ft. SW of Entry Point). 
Assumes Standard HDD Equipment Employed with no Additional Noise Control (NC) Measures. 

Dlst(Ft)Qr 

Calculalion 

2200 

2200 

EsfdTotel 

Noise Source end Other Conditions^actors 

associated wHh Acoustical Analysis 

Peak PWL of HDD Opnration at an Exit Point 

Attenuation by Forest and/or Land Contour 

Hemispherical Radiation 

Atm. Absorption (70% RM.. 60 deg F) 

Sound Contribution with No Additional NC 

SPLor PWLin dB Per Octave-Band Center Freq 

31.5 

110 

0 

-65 

0 

45 

:.J63;.̂  

1p8: 

• • ? : • • 

^»65;:-

^J.o"-- •; 

iSL-i 

125 

10G 

-1 

-65 

0 

39 

1250 

34 

500 

100 

-4 

-65 

•2 

30 

1000 

96 

-5 

-65 

•4 

24 

2000 

95 

•6 

-65 

-e 
16 

4ocn 

;-»e 
• :a^ . : 

. (Hz ) 

6000 

88 

-8 

-65 

-31 

0 

A-wt 
Level 

1(» 

31.4 

btoasired Ambient Sound L e v ^ ( L a . Ldn) in dBA 

S o u i d C i r t r i b u t b n of HDD N d s a p L s Ambient Level tdBA) 

Potontial I noeaseabove l h e ^ t ) i e n t LevBl(dB) 

Calc'd 

Ldn 

37.6 

45.0 

45.B 

0.8 

Table 2: RE)C-East Pipeline Project - Big Vltalnut Creek HDD rExit Point Anajyais^! Es fd Sound Contribution 
of HDD Operations at Closest NSA to HDD Exit Site (i.e.. Residences 2;i00 F t SSE of Ext Point). 
Assumes Standard HDD Equipment Employed with no Additional Noise Control (NC) Measures. 

Notes: Esfd sound power levels (PWLs) of HDD operation based on field tests by H6X (»i similar type of HDD rigs antit^ted 
for this Pipeline Project Esfd PWL at HDD exH point should be t̂ ptoalty 12 to 14 dB lower 8ian PWL at H DO entry point, 
noting that there shoidd not be any stationary equipment such as generators, aA the exit point 

End of Memo 


