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June 2, 2007
Alan R. Schriber, Chairman, /
Ronda Hartman Fergus,
Paul A. Centolella,
Valerie A. Lemmie,
Donald L. Mason.
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Re: In the matter of the regulation of the purchased gas adjustment clause
contained within the rate schedules of the East Ohio Gas Company dba Dominion
East Ohio and related matters in Case Number 05-219-GA-GCR.

Dear Honorable Chairman Dr. Alan R. Schriber, and fellow Commissioners,
The Commission stated in its entry on rehearing on March 21, 2007 the following:

1. “The Commission found that, based on the evidence, it was unable to
conclude that DEO's purchases of gas were unreasonable, unlawful,
or improper and that the evidence presented did not support the
allegations of fraud.” (Pg. 1,(1))

2. “In this case, we determined that the settlement process clearly
involved serious bargaining by knowledgeable, capable parties." (Pg.
2'39 (6)'

I, Paul T. Kroll, testified pursuant to an OCC subpoena on September 14, 2006 at
the hearing held in the above referenced case. In the event that the conclusion stated
below is rejected, this Commission should, in the alternative, make a request of the West
Virginia Public Service Comnission to participate in the audit involving affiliated
transactions described more fully below. The conclusion stated below, would generate
approximately $15 million for 2003 alone, in refunds to the Ohio ratepayers.

Subsequent to the September 14, 2006 hearing, the Honorable Judge Marks
compelled Dominion on Febmary 7, 2007 to respond to my Discovery Requests, Sets
Four and Five, and to supplement responses to Sets One and Three, in my civil suit in the
West Virginia court system. Additionally, in Dominion Hope’s (DH) Consolidated Cases
before the West Virginia Public Service Commission, in which 1 am an intervenor, I have

submitted prepared direct testimony, prepared supplemental direct testimony, and rebuttal
testimony.

The purpose of my testimony in the West Virginia proceedings was to bring about
fair and honest disclosure of material facts refating to purchased gas activities of DH, as
conducted by the Dominion's LDC Gas Supply Group, and the resultant impacts on
reported net income of DH. 1 also examined the affiliated transactions that have yielded
income to stockholders during rate moratorium periods, income which would not have
occurred absent the involvement of affiliates in transactions that were not arm’s-length. 1
also identified significant inconsistencies in Dominion's filings, data request responses
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and testimony from various proceedings that were direct attempts to mislead the
applicable state Commissions..

In response to WV Commission’s Staff data requests, [ have submitted over 1200
documents, to date. Additionally, on May 4, 2007, Commission’s Staff filed a Motion for
Continuance of Hearing, or In The Alternative, Bifurcation of Dominion Hope's Purchase
Gas Adjustment Cases from the Consolidated Proceedings. On May 7, 2007 the WV
Commission’s Staff filed a Corrected Motion for Continuance of Hearing or Bifurcation
correcting certain typographical errors, line spacing errors and attached Exhibts 1-4.

(Enclosed Under Separate Caover).

In these motions Commission’s Staff stated that,” It has come to the attention of
the Commission’s Staff that in past years, approximately as far back as 2003, Hope Gas,
Inc., doing business as Dominion Hope, may have engaged in certain gas supply purchase
practices, which may be in direct violation of West Virginia Code sections 24-2-4¢ and
Rule 43 of the Commission’s Tariff Rules. Staff stated additionally that, “The
information that Staff received on May 4, 2007, pursuant to a data request propounded on
intervenor Paul T. Kroll indicates, upon initial examination, that the PSC may not have
received such required information while Dominion Hope has been in PGA mode and
that certain suspect practices may have been engaged in by Dominion Hope and affiliates
to the detriment of the West Virginia ratepayers.”

On May 7, 2007 the West Virginia Public Service Commission agreed with Staff's
Motion that time be allowed for an independent aundit to be conducted concerning issues
stated in Staff’s motion. The Commission agreed with Staff and held the hearing on the
evidentiary portions of the Consolidated Cases beginning May 7, 2007 and bifurcated
DH's PGA cases from the Consolidated Proceedings. The Commission, additionally
agreed with Staff, that there would be two hearings, but only one order in the
Consolidated Proceedings and a separate procedural schedule for the bifurcated cases
would be issued. (Enclosed).

Recent available information will provide you with sufficient evidence to
determine that DEQ's purchases from DH, both under the so-called “volume flexible” gas
sales agreements (May 1999 through April 2002) and DEO’s purchases from third party
marketers who were so-called “straddle “ counterparties of DH (May 2002 through
October 2003), were unreasonable, unlawful and improper. And, this evidence, only
recently made available, validates that these purchases represent intentional misconduct
and fraud on part of the Dominion companies. If recovery of additional purchase gas
costs by DEO from its GCR customers, resulting from these volume flexible purchases
from DH and “put” volume purchases from DH’s straddle counterparties is ultimately
disallowed by the PUC of Ohio, this would result in refunds to Dominion East Ohio
ratepayers upwards of, approximately $40 million.

You will find that the enclosed documents, which were either recent company
responses or in the company’s possession for approximately a year before the signing of
the Stipulation, that do not support the testimony given by DEQ’s witnesses in their



depositions or at the hearing in DEQ’s GCR. This material does not support the story
given by the company in its Initial Brief, Reply Brief nor in its Memorandum Contra
Application for Rehearing of Office of the Ohio Consumers’ Counsel.

CONCLUSION: THE PUC SHOULD NOW REJECT
THE STIPULATION

Arguments:

1. Further cross examination of Ronald Walther, by Miss Hotz,
“Q. Did Dominion Hepe ever find another counter-party to
purchase the gas that it purchased through the straddle
transactions after East Ohio stop purchasing it from them?
A. Occasionally Dominion Hope sold to Peoples Gas, but largely
when East Ohio dropped out, East -- Dominion Hope dropped out
of straddles”. (Tr. I, p. 217).

March 30, 2007, Re: Paul T. Kroll v. Hope Gas Inc. et. al., Civil Action No.05-
C-457-1, Defendants’ Responses to Plaintiff's Fifth Set of Discovery Requests. Enclosed.

Discovery Request No. 21: When Dominion East Ohio ceased purchasing gas from
Dominion Hope at first-of-the-month prices in tandem with Dominion Hope's “straddle”
arrangements, did Dominion Hope immediately cease “straddle” activity? If not, please
explain.

RESPONSE: No. After May 2002, the structure of the arrangement was revised such
that Dominion East Ohio ceased purchasing related gas supplies from Dominion Hope
and began purchasing such supplies directly from Dominion Hope's straddle transaction
counterparties. The revised structure continued until October 2003.

Analysis:

This information makes it clear that the company intentionally misled and
misinformed the regulators in order to avoid a more detailed inspection of how DH
was able to generate significant “straddle” revenues without DEO purchasing first-
of-the-month-index price gas directly from DH. Additionally, these transactions
were accomplished without DEQ requesting proper reimbursement by DH or DH's
straddle transaction counterparties for DEO purchasing gas directly from DH's
straddle transaction counterparties only when they exercised their “put” option.



2. Initial Brief filed by Dominion East Ohio, page 8 line four,” DEO
was not a connter-party to Hope's so-called straddle transaction (Tr. a
at I1, and p.230),”

The company was compelled to release information that now provides evidence
to clearly demonstrate that DEQ was involved in a concerted effort to defraud its GCR
customers. On March 8, 2007, March 20, 2007 and March 30, 2007, only after
compelled by the Judge, Dominion made available documents that the company was fully
aware existed, and that if presented at the time of the negotiation of the Stipulation or at
the Ohio hearing, would likely have resulted in a forensic audit of DEQ’s gas purchasing

practices.
The following is but one example:

A Natural Gas Sale Transaction Confirmation and Agreement between (SELLER)
Dominion Hope Release and (BUYER) Occidental Energy Marketing Inc.,

Type of Transaction: Firm,
Term: November 1, 2002 -November 30, 2002,

Special Terms: “Deal is part of two straddles -- each straddle is 10,000 DT/D Hope will
bill Oxy $120,000 and $140,000= $261,000. Hope sells 20,000 DT/D to Oxy every day
and when gas is put, it will be sold to East Ohiio (sic).”

{Kroll's Direct Testimony filed April 5, 2007 in Dominion Hope's Consolidated Cases,
Exhibit Number 4). Enclosed (bold and underlining added for emphasis).

Analysis:

DEO was a vital counterparty to DH's straddle scheme. The special terms
section of the above referenced agreement with Occidental Energy Marketing, Inc.
{(OEMI) confirms that DH with OMEI executed this transaction under the guise of a
straddle, however, only represents a simple purchase gas agreement.

OMEI committed to purchase from DH 20,0600 DT/D every day of the

month (See Enclosed, two November 2002 Straddle “deal sheets” for 10,000DT/D
cach and an Invoice from DH te OMEI for November 2002 for 20.000DT/D or

 600,000Dts for the month, at the first-of-the-month index price of §4.43).

However, when OMEI exercised its put option with DH of 20,000 DT/D,
OMEI sold the put volumes directly to DEOQ. Additionally, when OMEI exercised
its put option with DH, OME] sold the gas it purchased from DH on that day at
$4.43 also directly to DEO_at the first-of-the-month index price of $4.43, a ”wash
sale”.

This resulted in DEO purchasing from OME], only on days when OMEI
exercised its “put” option with DH. DEO purchased the put volume of 20,000
DT/D, plus the volumes that DH sold to OMEI on put days of 20,000DT/D. These
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two purchases by DEO totaled 40,000DT/D and sold by OMEI to DEO for $4.43.
(See Enclosed, THE EAST OHIO GAS COMPANY INTERSTATE PURCHASES
FOR THE PRODUCTION MONTH OF NOVEMBER 2002, reflecting purchases
from OMEI for 40,000DT/D at $4.43 on the flow days of November 2, 3,4, 5,6, 7, 8,
9,10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17, 18 and 19 of 2002).

Dominion Hope retained the so-called ”straddle” revenues of $261,000 paid
by OMEI and DEO agreed as part DH's straddle agreement to purchase from
OMEI only on the “put” days (18 days).

This 40,000DT/D purchase for a total of 720,0600DTs at $4.43, resulted in
DEO knowingly and willingly providing OMEI with a free put option. Therefore,
DEO knowingly purchased sach supplies directly from DH's straddle counterparties
only on days when DH's straddle counterparties’ had secured gas at a price, which
assured them that their put option was "in the money.” A put option is in-the-
money when the gas commodity is secured at a price below the strike price. Which
simply stated, DH’s straddle counterparties did not wait for the daily cash price to
be posted, which is the average of all contracts executed. The counterparties had a
target (FOMI) price to beat, and whenever they could secure gas below the target
price, they simply exercised their put option.

Therefore, all DEQ’s gas purchases from DH under the guise on the so-called
volume flexible basis were made when the counterparty had secured gas below the
FOMI and was totally irrespective of the posted daily price by Gas Daily for
Dominion's South Point price. This purchased gas activity was something DEQ was
also capable of doing on its own, if it so chose. Bat, it did not. However, it did
choose to purchase gas from DH (from May 1999 through April 2002) only when
straddle counterparties exercised their put options (excluding base load purchases
from DH). To find it more simply stated, one only has to refer to MPH, Attachment
3, Ron Walther, Director of DRI’s LDC Gas Supply, (Transcript page 79 lines 16-
25, and page 80 lines 1-15), "In other words, if Mirant, in exercising its put option,
sold gas to Dominion Hope at a first-of-the-month price, Dominion Hope would turn
around and sell that gas to Dominion East Ohio for the first-of-the-month price”.

Michael P. Haugh’s Exhibit 4, last page, footnote (a), specifically stated that,
"Daily Price is the Midpoint of the Daily Price Survey in Gas Daily for Dominion,
South Point." The Commission in rendering its decision concerning the Stipulation
never recognized this fact. Additionally, the Commission needs to further explore
how and when gas traders make their purchasing decisions.

In the Commission's OPINION AND ORDER issued January 31, 2007 at
page 11 it discusses DEO only purchasing gas from Dominion Hepe on one day in
March of 2000, This Commission must realize that the Daily Price listed on MPH
Exhibit 4, for March 1, 2000, is the midpoeint of a survey of gas contracts executed
on February 29, 2000 by gas traders for delivery for March 1, 2000. This execution
requirement is necessary in order that gas can be nominated and scheduled for next
* business day delivery. Additienally, DH’s straddle counterparties, by agreement,
had until 10:45 a.m. of each day to notify DH of their intent of whether to exercise a
put or call option. Therefore, a simple explanation of why DEO purchased gas from



DH, on March 1, 2000 is because DH’s straddle counterparty executed a contract
for delivery on March 1, 2000 prior to 10:45 a.m. on March 1, 2000 below their
target FOMI price. Again, something DEO was capable of doing on its own, if it
chose to do so, however, it did not.

In summary, for each example sited in the Commission OPINION AND
ORDER, if DEO had incorporated the same purchasing strategy as DH's straddle
counterparties, it too, would have purchased gas for delivery on the same days and
at a price below the target FOMI price, and not necessary at the Daily Price Survey
reported in Gas Daily for Dominion, South Point. This same purchasing strategy, if
incorporated by DEQO, would have saved Ohio ratepayers millions.

Additionally, the DEQ’s transaction information of 2003 reveals the most
compelling new evidence that the LDC Gas Supply Group and DEO were involved in a
concerted effort to defraud GCR customers by purchasing gas at the FOMI price solely
for the benefit of Dominion stockholders and should be reviewed by this Commission,

After being compelled by the West Virginia Public Service Commission to
respond, below is Dominion Hope’s response in Dominion Hope's Consolidated Cases,
Case No. 06-0441-G-PC, et. al., Reguesting Party; Kroll, Data Requests Set; First,
Question Number 003 b.

Question: For each gas sale and straddle sale identified on the “GSG Revenue Summary"
memorandurm in response to 3a, please provide:

i. the deal sheet,

ii. the confirmation and/or sales sale agreement,

iii, the invoice, and.

iv. for each gas sale for which the duration of flow was not the entire month, identify the
specific dates and quantities of flow,

Answer: See attached documents.
Preparer of Response: Ronald Walther, dated 05/04/2007.

Company’s response included Dominion Hope's straddle deal sheets number 5760
for February 2003 and 5850 also for February 2003 that reflected on straddle deal sheet,
the following inscription; "put to EOG”. (Enclosed).

Furthermore, and again after being compelled by the West Virginia Public Service
Commission to respond to WV 5taff’s Third Set of Data Requests, the company on April
24, 2007 provided the following responses to Staff’s Question Numbers 015 and 016.
(Enclosed).



Question Number 015: Please provide the amount of any premiums paid to Dominion
Hope's affiliate Dominion East Ohio during the time Dominion Hope was selling gas to
Dominion East Ohio in relation to Dominion Hope's straddie arrangements. Please
provide the date that each premivm was paid.

Answer; $343,125.00 -- Invoiced 10/27/00
$577,762.50 -- Invoiced 11/11/00
$343,125.00 -- Invoiced 01/04/01
$216,000.00 -- Invoiced 01/11/01
$577,762.50 -- Invoiced 01/12/01
$577,762.50 - Invoiced 03/29/01
$521,850.00 -- Invoiced 03/29/01.

Preparer of Response: Ronald Walther, dated 04/20/2007,

Analysis:

These amounts totaling $3,157,387.50 were invoiced from DEQ to Dominion
Hope. Included in this amount was $2,057,775, representing the amount for months
in 2000, 2 base-period for a Dominion Hope’s base rate filing. The total amount of
$1,099,612.50, inveiced by DEO on 03/29/01 is for the month of FEBRUARY 2001.
The invoices reflect the billing party, as the LDC Gas Supply Group, agent for East
Ohio Gas Company and billed to, the LDC gas Supply Group, agent for Hope Gas,
Inc. for GIC Charges. Theses are the only payments made to DEQ between May
1999 and December 2003 for reducing “Dominion Hope’s risk related to straddle
transactions entered into by Dominion Hope.”

Question Number 016: Please provide an explanation of how the premiums were
determined as requested in request number 15. Please provide all supporting
documentation including applicable agreements.

Answer: Premiums paid were based on Dominion Hope's valuation of Dominion East
Ohio's purchasing gas on a volume flexible basis from Dominion Hope, which reduced
Dominion Hope’s risk related to straddle transactions entered into by Dominion Hope
and third party marketers. Attached are refated documents.

Preparer of Response: Ronald Walther, dated 04/24/2007.

Analysis:

The facts above reflect that, indeed, DEO was without a doubt, a vital
counterparty to the so-called "straddle arrangements" of Dominion Hope, as
orchestrated by LDC Gas Supply Group of Dominion Resource Services, Inc.,
under the direction of Ronald Walther.



3. “There is no issue in this case regarding what DEO knew and when
DEO knew it”. (DEO Reply Brief in Case No. 05-219-GA-GCR page

20, Argument A, 5).
Analysis:

Kroll's Direct Testimony filed April 5, 2007 in DH's Consolidated Cases, Exhibit
Number 7. (Enclosed). This exhibit includes three phone mail messages from the
Director of pricing and regulatory affairs for Pennsylvania and West Virginia that
indicate very clearly that Mr. Murphy and Mr. Walther were very concerned about
DEOQ's exposure in DH’s August 1, 2003 Purchased Gas Costs recovery filing. The
company was given ample opportunity to rebut this testimony relating to these
management concerns, however, the company chose not to address these conversations in
their prepared rebuttal testimony.

The actual recordings of these phone mail messages, plus the transcripts
were in the company's possession a full year before the negotiations began that
produced the Stipulation in the above referenced DEO’s GCR case. Therefore, the
settlement process clearly did not involve “serious bargaining by knowledgeable and
capable parties.” Only one party to the Stipulation was knowledgeable and capable
of bringing forth the truth but elected not to do so. Only one party intentionally
kept the other signatory parties in the dark. This ultimately proved to be to the
benefit of Dominion shareholders and to the deiriment of the ratepayers in Ohio.

CONCLUSION: THE PUC SHOULD NOW REJECT THE STIPULATION

This Commission should now know that the company was the only fully
knowledgeable party to the Stipulation that was approved and adopted. And that the
company intentionally misinformed and misled the Commission and the signatory parties
to the Stipulation in order to prevent full disclosure of material facts related to DEO’s
risk and exposure in DH’s straddle scheme, information the company knew at the time of
signing the Stipulation existed.

Furthermore, the facts show that the final report of the Liberty Consulting Group
was filed on May 22, 2006 and the Stipulation was filed on July 7, 2006. It took DEO
only 43 days to secure a Stipulation among the signatory parties, which amounts to DEO
retaining for its stockholders, approximately $1 million a day while negotiating the
Stipulation. The facts indicate that from the date the OCC gave Notice to take
Depositions upon Oral Examination and Request Production of Documents, specifically
relating to DEO’s purchases from Dominion Hope on June 29, 2006, the company and
the signatory parties signed the Stipulation within only eight days of the above referenced
OCC Notice. This ultimately assuring DEQO of otherwise disallowable costs being
recovered from DEQ’s ratepayers, something that company management anticipated
would not be possible, if caught. This was, however, avoided by having the signatory
parties agree not to conduct an audit of prior periods relating to affiliated transactions
about which the OCC was attempting to secure additional facts and information.




Again, whether this Commission should rely on the testimony of company
witnesses or should review the deal sheets, sales agreements and confirmations and
invoices plus have a forensic audit conducted, is critical in determining if the Stipulation
is detrimental to the Ohio ratepayers.

As recently as April 25, 2007, before the Public Service Commission of West
Virginia, and DH's Consolidated Cases, Mr. Walther, in his Prepared Rebuttal
Testimony, acknowledged that Dominion Hope received a cost free gas loan from DEQ,
in order 1o avoid purchasing high cost gas in January of 2003 while DH was in a rate
freeze. DH was given the opportunity, by DEQ, to repay the loan in later months of
April, May, and June 2003. This was done all to the benefit of Dominion shareholders.
Mr, Walther stated on page 11 of his Prepared Rebuttal Testimony that, "However, rather
than Dominion Hope purchasing gas on the market and selling it to its customers at a
loss, Dominion Hope borrowed gas from Dominion East Ohio. Dominion Hope purchase
gas in later months and return the gas in-kind to Dominion East Ohio". (Enclosed under
separate cover).

So, to the extent that the above actions of Dominion East Ohio and the LDC Gas
Supply Group, acting on behalf of Dominion East Ohio, violated the Ohio Revised Code,
specifically, Title 49, Chapter 4905.33 and Chapter 4905.35, is a question to which the
ratepayers of Dominion East Ohio now deserve a full and complete answer.

Sincerely Yours,

20T el

Paul T. Kroll

SEE COPY of CHARLESTON WEST VIRGINIA GAZETTE, MAY13, 2007,
ARTICLE. (Enclosed).

Enclosures

x¢:  Jim Perro, Ohio Attorney General,
Jamie L. Migden-Ostrander, Ohio Consumers’ Counsel,
Billy Jack Greg-Director, West Virginia Consumer Advocate Division, and
Darrell McGraw, Jr., West Virginia Attorney General.
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PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION
OF WEST VIRGINIA
CHARLESTON

At a session of the PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION OF WEST VIRGINIA in the
City of Charleston on the 14th day of May, 2007.

CASE NO. 05-1120-G-30C

HOPE GAS, INC., dba DOMINION HOPE
Rule 30C application for adjustment period commencing
November 1, 2005,

CASE NO. 06-0441-G-PC

EQUITABLE RESOURCES, INC. and HOPE GAS, INC., dba

DOMINION HOPE
Joint Petition for Consent and Approval for the sale of all
of the stock of Hope Gas, Inc., by its parent company,
Consolidated Natural Gas Company ic Equitable
Resources, Inc., with Equitable Resources, Inc., being the
surviving parent company of Hope Gas, Inc.

CASE NO. 06-0605-G-GI

HOPE GAS, INC., dba DOMINION HOPE ,
Petition of the Consumer Advocate Division requesting
that the Commission initiate a general investigation into
Dominion Hope's method of accounting for gas in storage
and motion to consolidate this proceeding with Case No.
06-0441-G-PC.,

CASE NO. 06-0998-G-30C
EQUITABLE GAS COMPANY
Rule 30C application to adjust purchased gas costs,

CASE NO. 06-1003-G-30C
HOPE GAS, INC., dba DOMINION HOPE
Rule 30C application to adjust purchased gas costs,

COMMISSION ORDER

By this Order the Commission initiates a focused management audit of Hope Gas, i
Inc., dba Dominion Hope (Dominion Hope), to the extent described herein.

© 7 prblic Seivicé Comrhission
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On May 4, 2007, Commission Staff (Staff) filed a “Motion for Continuance of
Hearing or in the Alternative Bifurcation of Case Nos. 05-1120-G-30C and 06-1003-G-30C
from the Consolidated Proceedings” (as corrected by a May 7, 2007 Staff filing, collectively
referred to as the Motion). In support of its Motion, Staff argued that, based upon allegations
obtained from Intervenor Paul T. Kroll, Dominion Hope may have engaged in practices that
could enure to the detriment of West Virginia ratepayers. Staff further argued that if the
allegations obtained from Mr. Kroll are true, it could potentially impact the assumptions
relied on by Staff in developing Dominion Hope’s purchased gas rates in Case Nos.
05-1120-G-30C and 06-1003-G-30C and might have an impact on the proposed sale of the
common stock of Dominion Hope to Equitable Resources, Inc., in Case No. 06-0441-G-PC.
The Commission heard argument from all parties regarding this issue on the morning of
May 7, 2007, the first of four days of hearing in the above-referenced cases.

After reviewing Staff’s Motion and considering the arguments made by the parties,
the Commission ruled from the bench during the May 7, 2007 hearing to the effect that a
final order could not issue until the matters raised by Staff’s Motion had been investigated
and the results of that investigation presented during a subsequent hearing in these
consolidated cases.

On May 10, 2007, counsel for Dominion Hope moved that the Commission defer the
testimonies of Mr. Kroll and Dominion Hope witness Ronald D. Walther until completion
of the investigation described above. The Commission, at the May 10, 2007 hearing,
considered the arguments by the parties and granted Dominion Hope’s motion to defer.

DISCUSSION

Rule 2.6.1 of the Commission’s Rules for the Government of Gas Utilities and Gas
Pipeline Safety, 150 CSR 4 (Gas Rules) provides:

To establish a procedure for examination of management practices and
policies to determine whether the entity being audited is operating with
efficiency and utilizing sound management practices. The purpose of a
management audit is to disclose operating areas that are efficient or inefficient,
to identity areas for improvement, and to form recommendations for changes,

Gas Rule 2.6.2.c authorizes the Commission to engage in a “focused management
audit™ of one or several specific areas of a utility’s management and operations. Gas Rules
2.6.4 and 2.6.5 authorize the Commission to develop a request for quotes (RFQ) to hire a
qualified outside auditing firm to be paid for by the audited entity.

By this Order the Commission will initiate a focused management audit to review the
activities of Dominion Hope in regard to the allegations raised by Staff in its Motion. The

" 'Public Service Commission
of West Virginia
Charleston - . 2




Commission will direct its Administration Division to develop the RFQ, with the assistance
of Staff, for the Commission’s approval. The focused management audit will be conducted
by a qualified outside auditing firm and will be paid for by Dominion Hope. The
Commission will waive the “Implementation of Recommendations” process contained in Gas
Rule 2.6.6. because the Commission’s processing of these cases presents the logical forum
for review and resolution of the filed focused management audit. After the qualified outside
auditing firm files the completed focused management audit with the Commission, the parties
to these cases will have 10 daysto file a response and direct testimony addressing the focused
management audit. Simultaneous rebuttal testimony will be due 10 days thereafter. The
Commissjon will hold a second hearing shortly thereafter to take evidence and hear argument
on the results of the focused management audit in addition 1o the deferred testimonies of
Mr. Kroll and Mr. Walther. The second hearing will be scheduled by a subsequent order.

FINDINGS OF FACT

1. Staff filed a Motion raising questions regarding management practices of
Dominion Hope that may have an impact on several agpects of these cases.

2. Dominion Hope moved that the Commission defer the testimonies of Mr. Kroll
and Mr. Walther until completion of the focused management audit.

ONCLUSIONS LAW
1. Gas Rule 2.6 authorizes the Commission to conduct management audits.

2. A focused management audit conducted by a qualified cutside auditing firm
will address Dominion Hope’s management practices in regard to the allegations raised by
Staff in its Motion.

3. It is reasonable to waive the “Implementation of Recommendations™ process
contained in Gas Rule 2.6.6. because the Commission’s processing of these cases presents
the logical forum for review and resclution of the filed focused management audit.

4. Beéause the testimonies of Mr. Kroll and Mr. Walther are closely related to the
subject matter of the focused management audit initiated by this Order, it is reasonable to
defer taking those testimonies until the second hearing in these cases.

T o e e Commiiesion
of West Virginia
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pm
ORDER

1T IS THEREFORE ORDERED that a focused management audit is hereby initiated
to address Dominion Hope’s management practices in regards to the allegations raised by
Staff in its Motion and the possible impact of those allegations on the assumptions relied on
by the Staff in developing Dominion Hope’s purchased gas rates in Case Nos.
05-1120-G-30-C and 06-1003-G-30-C and any impact that those allegations might have on
the proposed sale of the common stock of Dominion Hope to Equitable Resources, Inc.

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that the Commission’s Administration Division shall
develop a request for quotes to hire a qualified outside auditing firm to conduct the focused
management audit. The Commission’s Administration Division shali promptly develop the
RFQ and present it to the Commission for approval within 30 days of the date of this Order.

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that the RFQ shall include the requirement that the
qualified outside auditing firm complete the focused management report within 30 days or
within such additional time as requested for good cause.

IT 1S FURTHER ORDERED that the cost of the focused management audit shall be
paid promptly by Dominion Hope and Dominion Hope is encouraged to assist in all
reasonable manners in carrying out the focused management audit.

1T IS FURTHER ORDERED that upon submission of the focused management audit
the parties shall use the following procedural schedule:

Simultaneous Response and Direct
Testimony from all parties regarding the
focused management andit.

Due within 10 days of the date the
focused management audit is submitted
to the Commission.

Simultaneous Rebuttal Testimony from all
parties.

Due within 20 days of the date the
focused management audit is submitted
to the Commission.
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ITISFURTHER ORDERED that the Commission's Executive Secretary serve a copy
of this Order upon all parties of record by facsimile transmission and by United States First
Class Mail and upon Commission Staff by hand delivery.

A Trae Cogry, Tepte: { E "
Sandes Sqeive
Executiva Setreiary

JIW/Kim
060441cj.wpd
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Eckert Seamans Cherin & Mellott, PLLC TEL 304 594 1000
2400 Cranberry Square FAX 304 594 1181
N s Morganiown, WV 26508-9209 www _eckertseamans.com

April Morgan Hincy
304-594-1000
shincy@eckertseamans. com

March 30, 2007

I. Michael Benninger, Esq.

Wilson, Frame, Benninger & Metheney, P.L.L.C.
151 Walnut Street

Morgantown, WV 26505

Re:  Paul T. Kroll v. Hope Gas, Inc. et al.
Civil Action No.: 05-C-457-1

Dear Mike:

Enclosed please find our clients’ responses to your Fifth Set of Discovery Requests, To facilitate
your review, I have taken the liberty of providing hard copies of the documents you requested. If
yon still require the information in an electronic form, please let me know and further advise as
to whether a cd would be an acceptable “computer diskette.”

Also, please note that the information responsive to Request No. 1 is still being compiled. I will
forward the same ag soon as it is completed, which should be early next week.

Thank you for your attention to this matter. If you have any questions in the meantime, please
do not hesitate to contact me. s

AMH/ru

Enclosure

APR 3 2007

MORGANTOWN, wv PITTSBURGH, FA HARRISBURG, PA PHILADELPHIA, PA BOSTON, MA WASHINGTON, DC
WILMINGTON, DE SOUTHPOINTE, PA ALCDOA CENTER, PA
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IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF HARRISON COUNTY, WEST VIRGINIA

PAUL T. KROLL,

Plaintiff,
Civil Action No. 05-C457-1
V.

HOPE GAS, INC. d/b/a Dominion

Hope, a West Virginia Corporation;
DOMINION RESOURCES SERVICES, INC.,,
a Virginia Corporation; WILLIAM E,
McKEOWN; and RONALD D. WALTHER, }

T e S S

Defendants.
PLAINTIFF'S COMBINED DISCOVERY
REQU TO DEFENDA 2TH
DISCOVERY REQUEST NO. 1: Please provide a complete monthty history
of Dominion Hope's gas purchase activity for the years 2002 and 2003. Provide
the company's response on computer diskette in Excel format. The history
should include the following:

A Rates paid to each supplier (including peaking service and
purchases which were not necessary for sale to Tariff customérs or
for injection into storage) by component (i.e., demand, commodity,
etc.);

B. The applicable quantity for each component identified in part A;

C The applicable costs for each component identified in Part A;




DISCOVERY REQUEST NO. 19: In what month and year did Dominion
East Ohio's volume-flexible purchase agreements with Dominion Hope begin?

RESPONSE: May 1999.

DISCOVERY REQUEST NO. 20: In what month and year did Dominion
East Ohio's volume-flexible purchase agreements with Dominion Hope end?

RESPONSE: May 2002.

DISCOVERY REQUEST NOQ. 21: wWhen Dominion East Ohio ceased
purchasing gas from Dominion Hope at first-of-the-month prices in tandem with
Dominion Hope's "straddie" arrangements, did Dominion Hope immediately cease
"straddle" activity? If not, please explain.

RESPONSE: No. After May 2002, the structure of the arrangement was revised
such that Dominion East Ohio ceased purchasing related gas supplies from
Dominion Hope and began purchasing such supplies directly from Dominion

Hope's straddle transaction counterparties. The revised structure continued untii
October 2003.

DISCOVERY REQUEST NO. 22: Please provide copies of P. Greg Nicholes'
expense statements for the months of May, June, July, August and September

for years 2003 and 2004.




RESPONSE: Defendants object to Discovery Request No. 22 on the grounds that
it is not relevant and not likely to lead to relevant information,

Respectfully submitted,

Defendants, by Counsel:

Eckert Seamans Cherin & Mellott, PLLC

April Morgan Hing Var No.8831
Eckert Seamans Cherin & Mellott, LLC
2400 Cranberry Square, Second Floor
Morgantown, WV 26508-9209

304-594-1000

John J. Myers

Eckert Seamans Cherin & Mellott, LLC
Pa. 1.D. No. 23596

Eckert Seamans Cherin & Meliott, LLC
44th Floor, 600 Grant Street
Pittsburgh, PA 15219

412-566-5900

YA




CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE
I certify that on thi@ day of 07, I served a true copy of the

foregoing discovery responses on counsehfor plaintiff via facsimile as follows:

J. Michael Benninger, Esq.
Paul T. Farrell, Jr. Esq.
Wilson, Frame, Benninger & Metheney, P.L.L.C.
151 Walnut Street
Morgantown, WV 26505




BEFORETHE PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION OF WEST VIRGINIA
CHARLESTON

CASE NO. 05-1120-G-30C

HOPE GAS, INC., dha DOMINION HOPE,
Rule 30c Application for adjustment period commencing
November 1, 2005.

CASE NO. 06-0441-G-PC
EQUITABLE RESOURCES, INC. AND
HOPE GAS, INC., dba DOMINION HOPE,
Joint Petition for Consent and Approval for the sale
Of the stock of Hope Gas Inc., by its parent company,
Consolidated Natural Gas Company to Equitable
Resources, Inc., with Equitable Resources, Inc., being &
the surviving parent company of Hope Gas Inc.

CASE NO. 06-0605-G-GI

HOPE GAS, INC., dba DOMINION HOPE,
Petition of the Consumer Advocate Division requesting
That the Commission initiate a general investigation into
Dominion Hope’s method of accounting for gas in storage.

CASE NO. 06-0998-G-30C
EQUITABLE GAS COMPANY,
Rule30C application to adjust purchased gas costs

CASE NO. 06-1003-G-30C
HOPE GAS, INC., dba DOMINION HOPE, _
Rule30C application to adjust purchased gas costs.

EXHIBITS TO

E§< Wi s Naos.
DIRECT TESTIMONY RPN, 7

PAUL T. KROLL

April 5, 2607




TIME-CRITICAL ITEM g owar Eﬁﬁ% fax
Dominion" March 12, 2007 Glan Allor, 23080-6711
103083

Pags 1 of %

PLEASE DELIVER IMMEDIATELY UPON RECEIPT TO:
Ocoidenta) Ensrgy Marksiing, inc.
Atin:  Scott Wells Fax No: 713-2157488

From: Cralg Colombo Fax Bo: B04-787-5478
NATURAL GAS SALE TRANSACTION CONFIRMATION AND AGREEMENT

Base Contract No: GIC-29470 Effective Date:  October 01,2002

Transaction No: 103553

We are pleased o confinm the varbal agreement of Oetober 30, 2002, between Dominkon Hope Releuss {SELLER) and Occltiantu)
Enargy Barkeling, Int. {BUYER) =s descibed below.

Type of Transaction: FIAM

This s a *FIRM” sale contract, consistant with the genemliy applicabie provisions sat forth in the Base Sales Contract and thoss
provisions made specitically appiicable hersto by an "F* section desighation.

Term: Novambert 1, 2002 - November 30, 2002

From: Te: ¥olume Price par MMETL) {orvh USD Agder  Dolivery Pokuls) Pinelhg
HNov. 01, 2002  Nov, 30, 2602 10000 Par Day. (FGONGYAPPMONTHLYS 0 COM SP-TTT  DTI
Noe. 01, 2002 Hov, 30, 2002 10000 Per Dey. JFIONGIAFPIMONTHLY] 0 DoOM&eP-TTT DU

Speclal Terms: Daal is part of 2 straddies- each siraddla is 10,000DT/D Hope will bill Oxy $120,000 & $141,000
=$261,000. Hope salls 20,000 DT/ to Oxy every day and when gas is put, it wifi be sold o East Ohiio.

Agreed and Accepled:

Pominion Bope Release (SELLER) Occidental Energy Marketing, ine. (BUYER)
BY: BY:

TITLE: TOLE:

DATE: DATE:

It this daecription Is contrary 10 our virbal agreement, please notify Vipinka Power by the tlose of the second Business Day following receipt Your
fallure to notify Vieginia Fowsr of any sush contrary understanding by such fime consiifutes yout condlrmation of the transaction as descibed abova,

Verbal agreements regarding Transactions ara binding,  The parties agree that lephons conversations may be recorded; that such recardings ara
valid prood of talephonic Transackions; and that they are admiselble svidence in the evant of a disputa,

Al deals are subject 10 cradit approvat,

EXHIBIT

o




S
2 {"Phonemail® Telaphbmic message to Panl T. Kroll from
3 William E. McKecwn on Monday, December 1€, 2002
A at 5:14 p.=.) -
| 5 WILLI2M McKEOWW: Hey, Panul. 1It's Bill., I got
6 a couple things. One, just want to check to make sure
. 7 you guys are still coming up on Wednesday. We're
8 planning our luncheon schedule for 1 o'clock, so 1 didn‘£
9 know what time you guys were going to get in here but, if
10 you want to get in a little earlier, if we have any
11 issues, we can talk about those.
12 The second thing is, T was having a conversaéion
13 with Ron Walther this afternocon. He was telling me about
i4 the special deal revenues and how much it would go in
15 East Ohio's way wgrsus Hope and it sounds like Hope is
16 collecting a fairly high raveﬁne numbar.
17 I know that last case we were (rying to keep
18 that number down to a minimum and Ron said that thexe's
19 about $800, 000 that could be booked in November/December
20 that could be diverted to Eazst Ohio.
21 I told him it made senge to me that we do‘that,
22 but I wanted to check with you to see if there were any
23 reasons you guys were thinking that we wanted te show
24 that: Then, related to that, he was . .saying ——
25 We probably can't do this, but he could at least
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11

12

13
14
15
16
17
18
15
20
21
22
23
24

25

check with the accounting group to see if we can divert
some of what was already in there ifior Hope over to Bast
Ohio, but he told me that his sense was thaﬁ you quys
didn't seem like you were too worried about it being
reflected on Hope's books, so I just wanted to talk with -
you about that beforé he does anything with it, so give

me a call when you get a minute. I'm at 6840._ Bye.

_—arw e w
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("Phonamail"™ Telephone message to Paunl T, EKroll from
William E. McKeown on Thursday, July 24, 2003 at
9:46 a.m.) .
WILLIAM McKECWN: Hey, Paunl. It's Bill., I
talked to Jeff Murphy this morning on the straddle issue

and, as I mentioned the other day, he'd left me a

‘Message.

They are cchcerned about the exposure fhat they

have there; although, after we talked it through, what we

both agreed was, at this point, whether Hope puts it in
at zero or $4 million, there's a reasonable'chaﬁce that
Byron is going to look inte this and discover it and
there's not much we can do, so Jeff said that his only
request of us is whichever way we think causes the least

review and possibility of them bringing that up is his
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preference on the thing, so if you want to talk about
ig -~

I got to run to a meeting that staﬁts in a
minute here but, if you want to talk about what we should
do there, give me 2 call. I guess my sense is that
putting it in at zero still may be our betier option, but
I can go either way on this thing. If you have strong
feelings én what causes least exposure for us. Seg ya.

("Phonem=il®" Telephone message to Paul T, Kroll from
Willizm B. McKeown on Monday, July 28, 2003 at 4:55 p.m.)
. WILLIAM McKEOWN: Hey, Paul. It's Bill. Sue
1ooked at Ron's testimony. He makes one statement in
there that, if we were not in a moratorium situation,
that we wouldn't be doing those type of transactions so,
if we put it at zero, that at least makes things
consistent there,

I talked to Ron again a little bit more about it
and I think he's just sort of a little concerned about
the transactions which, obwviocusly, those guys are the
cones who entered into this stuff, and reiterated that he
knows that East Chio is somewhat concerned about this,
too, but again he left 1t up to us on where to go with
this.

I actually have to leave in a couple of minutes

[
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for a perscnal thing, but probably you and I just need to
talk one last time on this and make sure we're okay with

where we're going with this thing. If we need to do that

& tonight, I should be home after like 9 o'clock.

I guess it's no different than talking tomorrow

morning, but I should be in a little after 7:00 tomorrow

and maybe we cah just come to some conclusion. on this.

See vya.

P
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Dominion Hope
500 Davissor. Fun Road, Clarsburg, WV 26301

Mailing Address: RO, Box 2868
Clatksburg, WV 26302-2868

Wb Address: www.don.com

April 24,2007

Meyishi Peasl Blair, Esquire
WV Public Service Commission
P.O.Box 812

Charleston, WV 25323

Re:  Hope Gas, Inc. dba Dominion Hope
Case No. 05-1120-G-30C
Case No. 06-0441-G-PC
Case No. 06-0605-G-CI
Case No. 06-1003-G-30C
Equitable Gas Company
_ Case No. 06-0998-G-30C
Dear Mrs. Blair:

Please find enclosed the responses to the Commission Staff’s Third Request for
Information to Dominion Hope, Numbers 009, 010, 011, 012, 013, 014, 015 and 016.

If you have any questions about the enclosed data, please do not hesitate to let me
know.

Carol Farmer
Regulatory & Pricing Analyst

Enclosures -

cc: (wienc)  Sandra Squire, Executive Secretary
David A. Sade, Esquire
Michael Majoros, Esquire
Richard Goitlieb, Esquire
Daniel L. Frutchey, Esquire
Mark O. Webb, Esquire

. Stephen H. Watts, [1, Esquire

Kathryn Reed Bayless, Esquire
Elaine C. Lippman, Esquire
George A. Patterson, III, Esquire
Ruben D, Gomez, Esquire
James D. Kauffelt, Esquire
E. D. McDonald, Esquire
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Hope Gas, Inc., dba Dominion Hope WA Ll STRAVICE
Case No, 06-1003-G-30C I

HGI Response to Data Request REC

=

Please provide the amount of any premiums paid to Dorminion Hope's affiliate Dominio
during the time Dominion Hope was salling gas to Dominion East Chio in relation to Dominion
Hope's straddle arrangements. Please provide the date that each premium was paid.

$343,125.00 - Involced 10/27/00
$577,762.50 - Invoiced 11/11/00
$343,125.00 - Invoiced 01/04/01
$246,000.00 - Invoiced 01/11/01
$577,762.50 - invoiced 01/112/1
$577,762.50 - Invoiced 03/25/01
$521,850.00 - invoiced 03/28/01

on Walther

Date: 012007




Hope Gas, Inc., dba Dominion Hope
Case No. 06-1003-G-30C
HGI Response to Data Request

Data Response

018

Premiums paid were based on Dominion Hope's valuation of Dominion East Ohio's purchasing
on a volume flexible basis from Dominion Hope, which reduced Dominion Hope's risk related to
straddie transactions entered into by Dominion Hope and third parly marketers. Attached are
related documents.

Ron Walther

Date: 104/24/2007




INVOICE

Bl To: invoics information: Sliling nquisles;

LBC Gag Supply Group, sgent Invoice Menth: 022001 ‘ LOC Bas Supply Group, agent

for Hope Gas, Inc. Jecice Dus Dade:  03/28/01 for Enst Ohlo Gas Company

Gas Accounfing, SME ~ lnwolce Dats: Q141 Gas Apsouniing, SNE

Alir; Angie Marguez invoice Number: (220014 Altr: Robert Phillips

5000 Dominion Bled ﬁf 5000 Darriinton Bivd

Gilen Alien, VA 23080 : Z%’ p Glan Allen, VA 23060

(0000 /330, | 72.000000 2.0 Phone: 804-273-4352

] §30° ‘ FAX: BO4-273-4357

¥ Paymont Differs from Amoont involced, Please Fax Your Support:
Amoynt Die
GIC Charges $223,200.00 -
354,582.50 -
201,800.00 -
32025000 .
Net Amount Due $1,093,612.50

Elstan Yoo Trageacione 1o Bintas Sond Comespoadence T

EastOhic Gas Tompany, LOC Gua Supply Group Agantfor

Chawe: Manhattan Sxnk N.A. Eset Ohlo Gus Company

Keow York, NY 5620 Daminlon Bivd

Asoount i, $10-1-480z12 3 North

ABA# 021000021 Gisn Alien, VA 21060

EACASACCTOEQGAN, CF SiHope Invoies 0220011123




CNG LBC Gax Sxpply Group Ageot for East Ohlo
Gais Company

Director Gas Arcounting

One Park Ridge Conter

P. 0. Box 15746

!‘lﬂ:lmm,ht 15244-0746

CNG LDC Gas Supply Group Ageat for Hope
Release Aguacy Pool

PO, Box 15746 )

Pitishargh, PA.  15244-0746

Fovoice Number: v FEOG-20D012-000001
Castomer ID: HOPERELEASE
Castomer Number:

GMS Contract Number: S-HOPERELEASE-S-0004

Invoice Date: 28-Dec-2000
Due Date: 12-Jan2001
Production Month: 12/2000

CNG LDC Gas Supply Group Agent for East Ohio Gas Company

Fipelin Mater Description Stat, Quamtity  AvgPrics AmomiDye
GIC: SICREV based o Fixed £223,300.00
Currsnt Totals $223,200,00
Recag:
QIC Total $223,200,00
Net 2mount Due $223,200.00
Plaase Wiex Tromporsiony I Flaare Sont Buwsices Ti: Pleose Rewt Chack Ta: Plos end Corvespontence T
Chirse Manhatinn CNG LDC (a3 Supply Croop Ageat e CNG LDIC Cins Supply Group Apent for  CNG LDC Gaet Supply Gronp Agent
N East Ohlo Gt Company Bt (o Gao Campray Eazt Ohig Gas Company
Acooont 1 §10-14502)2 Diizoctor Cns Adtounting F.0. Box, 15746 P. O, Bow 15746
ABAF Q21000021 Oac Pk Ridge Conter Pitisbwrgh, PA. 152440746 Phtgburgh PA 152440086
2,0, Box 15766 Phooe: (4125 782-7465
Mesbwrgk, PA 1524406 Fao; (4123 490-1444
Pheoe: (412) 787-1465 Pags )




CNG LDC Gus Sxpply Group Agent for Erst Ohlo
Gas Cemapany

Director Gas Accouyitog

One Park Riidge Centor

P. 0. Bos 15746

| Pitsburgh, PA 15244-0746

CNG LDC Gas Supply Group Agent for Hape
Releuse Agency Poel

P.0. Box 15746

Fhttburgh, PA  15244-0746

Tnveics Number: T-ECG-200012-000002
Customer ID: HOPERELEASE
Customer Number:

GMS Contract Number: S-HOPERELEASE-S-0003

Tavolce Date: 28-Dec-2000
Due Date: 1Z2-Jan-2001
Produaction Month: 1212000

CNG LDC Gas Supply Group Agent for East Ohio Gas Company

FPipeline Myter Diescription Stat, Quaxtity  AygPrice Amoymiliwe
$I0: GICHEV based on Fixed $354,5€62.80
Curyani Totulae $354,562.60
Recap:
GIC Total $354,562.50
Nat Jmount Dus §354,582.50
Plears Wire Tronsoctions To: Fleose Sund krvoices To; Elease Rendr Chuck Yoo $irmvs Sond Corpuspondener To:
Chase Marhatisn CHGLDC Gus Supply Gooup Agant for mwceummwm CNGLDC Gas Supply Group Agmnt for
Y Diouor Gt Acsoing PO, m:n«w f-g?;f;‘?ww
Apcennt #: #10-1-430212 Diesctor Gat Acsoumting :
ABAY 1] One Pkt Kidge Conter Fasorgh, PA  15544-D746 Fitdnrgh, PA 152440746
o P.0, Box 15746 Fhomec (412) 12465
Finsbwgh, PA 15344006 Pz (412) 430-1 644
Thoae: [412) TEISTASS Prge 1



CNG LDC Gas Supply Group Agent for Exst Ohlic
Gas Company
Director Gas Acconniing
Ome Park Ridge Centor
P. 0. Box I5746
Pittasburgh, PA__ 181440746

CNG LDC Gas Supply Group Agent for Hope
.| Releass Ageney Ponl

PO, Box 15746

Pitsburgh, PA 152440746

Ixvolce Number: T-BEDG-200011-000005
Customer ID: IOPERELEASE
Customer Number:

GMS Contract Numbers S-HOPERELEASE-S-0004

Invoice Diater 21-Dec-2000
Due Date: £1.Jan-2001
Production Month: 1172000

Pipelisa ~  Meter Daseription

w0y GICAXY based on Fixed

CNG LDC Gas Supply Group Agent for East Ohio Gas Company

St - Quantity AvePrice AmaautDae

$216,000.00

Current Totals £216.000.00
Recap:

BIC Total 8116, 000,00

Hat Andunt Due

§216,000.00

Cisore Wiy Tremsactipps To: Eeoms Senl dnvoters 12! Seaze Romli Liveck To;
Chase Mankatian CNG LDC Gas Supply Geoup Agent for MWCGBW!GMW&I' emwco-mmmm
N Eagt Okt Gas Company Esx Ol Gus Obia Gas Compaxy
Accoont # 910450212 Lircotor Ous Acotoming FO.8m um P.O. Box 15788
. ABAN G210 Cne Park Ridge Ceater Piushurgh, PA 152448746 Fittiburgh, PA 152640748
P. 0. Bax {£746 Phone: (412) 787-7455
Pitiburgh A 15244546 Faoe: (12) 490-1444

Thone: (4i2) 762-7455

Page )




CNG LK Gas Supply Growp Agent for East Ohio
Gas Commpany

Director Gas Accounting

One Park Ridge Center

P. O. Box 15746

Pusbargs PA_154¢0745

CNG LDC Gas Supply Gronp Ageni for Hupe
Release Agency Pool

P.C. Box 15746

Pittsbargh, PA 35244-0746

Invoice Nomber: LEOG-200011-000004
Costomer ID: HOPERELEASE
Cusiomer Nitmber:

GMS Contract Number: S-HOPERELEASE-S-0003

Invoice Date: 20-Dec-2000
Due Daie: - D4-Jan-2001
Production Manth: 11/2000

CNG LDC Gas Supply Group Agent for East Ohio Gas Company

Plpeline Moter Description Stat, Quantity  Avg.Price Amounthue
GIC: CICKEIV Lased an Plxad $3432,135.00
Current Totals $343,125.00
Racap:
GIo Total §343,125.00
Kot Amopat Dus #313,125.00
Pleuze Wire Tromsoctians To: Plece Send brvoices To; Plause Rewlt Chack o $lone Send Corvaspondanes Ta:
Chase Muthxttan CRGLDC Gas Sepply Goup Ageat B ﬁgawmmh mﬂmﬁnmlrﬂrmamm

Bast Objo Ges Compiny

Accoust # FIO-LAS12 Director Gias Acoovntiog
ABA¥ £21000021 Cne Pk Ridge Coter
2.0, Box 15746
Pitsbucgh, PA.  15244-045
Fhous: {(#17) YH1-1465

20, Bex !S'J“
Pisisboryh, A * 15244-0746

» o m lsm
Prwbiogh, BA 152340746
Phore: (412) 7477465

e (412) 4901444

Pagni




CNG LDC Gs: Sapply Group Ageat for East Ollo
Compavy

CNG 1LDC Gas Supply Group Apeat for Hepe
Releare Agunry Pool

P.O. Box 13746

Pltsburgh, PA 152446746

Tuvolce Number: I-EOG-200010-000002, 33
Castomer ID; HOPERELEASE
Customer Number:

GMS Contract Number: S-HOPERELEASE-8-0004

Invoice Date: . 27-0ct-2000
Dus Date: 11-Nov-2000
Production Month: 102000

CNG LDC Gas Supply Group Agent for East Ohio Gas Company

Pigeline Meter Description Biat. Quantity  Avg.Price AmonyDue
GIC: GICREV bapad cn Fised $223,200.00
Current Totals $223,200.00
Recap:
GIC Total $273,200.00
Est Jmoumt Due $223,200.00
Pitows Sesdd fvoloes Ta: Plegew Renly Chock To: Fleavs Send Comrgypopdenca T,
Chise Minsaitsn CNGLDC Gus Sapply Grovp Agent for  CRGLDG Gax Supply Group Apsat fr - CNG LDC Gas Supply Group Agond for
N Exat Ol Gas Ommgmoy Essl Ohio Gas Coxnperry Eavt Ohin Ony Conpany
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CNG LDC Gaa Supply Greup Agent for East Ohly
Gas Compaxy

Director Gas Acconnting

Ons Park Ridge Conter

P. 0, Bax 15746

| ptessvangh, PA_15244-0748

. | CNG LDC Gas Supply Grosp Agent for Hope
Release Agency Pool

P.O. Box 15746

Pitsburgh, PA  15244-0746

Invoice Number: I-E0G-200010-000003
Customer TD: HOPERELEASE
Customer Number:

GMS Contract Namber: S-HOPERELEASE-S-0003
Invoice Date: 27-0ct=2000

De Date: 11-Nov-2000

Prodaction Month: 1072000

CNG LDC Gas Supply Group Agent for East Ohio Gas Company

Pipeling Meter Description Biat. Quaatity  Avg.Prics Amountius
BIC: GICREV based on Fixed $354,562.50
Current Totals $354,562. 60
Recap:
GIC¢ Total $354,562.50
Nt Amount Cue $354,582.50
Plegwe Wirg femsaetions Ta! Plsase Send Brvuices T Placwe Reny Chack To: Bleas Send Correspondence To:
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Gas Company

Director Gas Accounting
One Park Ridge Center

P. O. Box 15746

| Pittsburgh, PA__15244-0746

Ol LD $AS SuppLy GRoup
RELEASE ALE—Eq Perl

fo. Bex isHG
"PITISRURGH, PA 5 L4 ~om4qy,

1avoice Nomber: T-£ok - gonoes - DOOON
Customer ID: HOPE RelLBASE

Customer Kumber;

GMS Contract Nombar S~ HepPERELEALE
Tavoice Date: 27-0ut-20010

Due Dxate: 27-0ct-2000

Producﬁnn Month: 9/2000

CNG LDC Gas Supply Group Agent for East Ohio Gas Company

Pipeline Meter Deseripiion

GTC: GICREV bazed on Pixad

;L Quantity  AvpPrice AmoustDuoe
R343,12S o0
Current Totale ﬂ L] 3" 125.00
Racapi
GIc Total §343,125 o2
¥et kmount Due B 31(2 LS. b
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Chaye Manhactus CNGLDC Gar Supply Group Agent for cnuwcm&pmt'mpwﬁ mmmswmwm
. Enzt Oo Gas Company Enst Ohlo Gas Company ‘Enst Okin {as Company
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Pitatergh BA. 152440745 Fax: (412} 450-1444
Phone: (412} T8T-1E5 -
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Sunday Gazette-Mail
Charleston, West Virginia -

i
GEORGE HOHMANN |

Are we on
the verge
of a new
identity?

It's been 144 years since
West Virginian became a state,

. but we're still having an identi-
-ty crisis. ,
thzsmigse who have resolved

is issue have the advantage
of being readily identified on
the world stage. Milk chocolate
and cheese — that's Swiss. A
drive to constantly improve —
that's Japanese.

In contrast, we West Virgini-
ans are stil clueless. Here's an
example; Some of us believe

- We are an energy state — but
some of us want coal mining -
completely banned. I's not just
aboutl coal. Here's ano%r ex-
ample: Some le who use
Corridor H th]ip‘xiitoli)t’s great —
but some think it's an ugly
scar L

My point is, we don’t seem
to know who we are — and
decisions are about to be made
that could create an identity for

us. )
Voters in West Virginia’s four
. racetrack counties — Kanawha,

Haneocl, Ohio and Jefferson — |

will vote June 9 on whether to
allow table games at the tracks,
If voters approve the games,
the tracks are promising to be-
come destination resorts.

Dan Adkins, vice president
of Tri-State Racetrack & Gam-
ing Center’s corporate parer,
Hartman & Tyner, said that if -
Kanawha County voters ap-
prove table pames, his compa- -
ny will invest up to $500 mil-
lion to transform the Nitro
track info a resort. . ‘

*Our plan is to partner with
other tourist destinations and
market the entire state,” he -
said. “The idea is to bring new
money in here, We have a
heck of an opportunity.”

Voters may or may not have
moral fissues l?nbgut% E;]l exh;{:n \
sion of gambling. We: ve
opinions. But consider this: The .
transformation of the tracks
into destination resorts may
well define who we are in the
eves of the world
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identity?

It’s been 144 years since

Wost Virginian became a state,
. but we're still having an identl-
1y crisis. o

Those who have resolved
this issue have the advantage
of being readily identified on
the world stage. Milic chiacolate
ard cheese — that's Swiss. A

. drive to constantly improve —
that's Japaness,
In contrast, we West Virgini-
ang are still clueless. Here's an
example: Some of us. believe
- We are an energy stale — but
some of us want coal minlng -
completely banned. It's not just
ahoult c% . Here's Ieanoﬁlher ex-
ample; Some who use
Corridor H ﬂn%keoli)t’s great — .
but some think it’s an ugly
My point is, we don’t seetn
to lmow who we are — and
decisions are about to be made
that could create an identity for
g,

Voters in West Virginia’s four
raceirack counties — Kanawha,

Hancock, Ohio and Jefferson — ¢

will vate June 9 on whether to
allow table games at the tracks.
It voters approve the games,
the tracks are promisuig to be-
come destination resorts,

Dan Adkins, vice president
of Tri-Stale Race & Gam-

.ing Center’s cotporate parent,
Hartman & Tyner; said that if -
Kanawha County voters ap-
prove table games, his compa- -
ny will invest up to $500 mil-
lion to transform the Nitro
track inlo & resort. .

“Our plan js to pariner with
vilier tourist destinations and
market the entire state,” he

- gaid “The idea is to bring new
money in here. We have a
heck of an opportuaity.” .

Voters may or not have
moral issues about the expan- -
sion of gambling, We Bll have . -
opinions. But consider this: The -
transformation of the trachs
into destination resorts may
well define who we are in the

- eoyes of the world. . '

Adking siaid one goal of an
expanded Tri-State would be o
transport patrons into another
place. “Call it Vegas,” he said.
“’Ih%t's what we want you o

Actually, Tri-State cuneg‘tgl
bes 2 Mardi Gras theme, Ad-
Iking said that theme would be
maintained in the expansion.

Most casinos are themed.
Mountaineer Race Track &
Gaming.Reatgﬁ at %ester has
a gangsier theme, Its gaming
area Is decorated to look lilke a-
1920s-era. Chicago spealteasy. .
Among the decorations are the
. death masls of gangsters John
Dillinger und “Pretty Boy”
Flayd. ing Island Race-

- tack & ing Center has a
tropical island . Charles
Town Races. & Slots has a Hol-

theme.

If the raceiracks do become
destination resorts, will West
Virginia become known as the
Mardi Gras of the East, the
biggest speakeasy this side of
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By Joe Moris

morris@wvgazette.com

YEAR-OLD plan to
A merge two of West Vir-
ginia's biggest natural-

. gas utilities is hung up on sus-

picions raised by a disgruntled

former executive,

The $970 million deal —
between Equitable Resources
Inc. of Pitteburgh and Do-
minion Hope, owned by Rich-
mond, Va.-based  Dominion

" Resources Inc. — was chal-
lenged almost from the start
by the state Public Service
Commission’s consumer ad-
vocate office, which com-
plained about accounting
practices at Dominion Hope
that might shortchange cus-
tomers.

Last week, however, the ad-
vocate’s office filed a motion
with the PSC suggesting that
Dominion Hope manipulated
regulators in order to inflate

rofits. As evidence, the filing
includes more than 100 dou-
ble-spaced pages of manscripts
of phone conversations taped
by a Dominion official who
says he quit after complaining
of gas-price manipulations.

In the cornversations, Do-
minion officials appear to talke
about schemes to buy
from Dominion drilling affili-
ates at unnecessarily high
prices so the affilistes and
Dominion could benefit ]at

vatepayers’ expense, in viola-
tion of public utility regula-
tions. Another ploy discussed
apparently involved shifting
assets from operations in West
Virginia to Ohio in order 1o
throw regulators off the trail

“We had that meeting in
December where they want-
ed to move some money back
to East Ohio or something,”
says Paul Kroll, - Dominion
Hope’s former manager for
pricing and regulatory affairs,
in one of the conversations. “1
gaid, “Bill, that's illegal. You
are just going to get yourself
in jail. You can't do that.’ ”

On the other end of the
line, P Cralg Nicholes, a buy-
er for Dominion Hope, re-
sponds: “All he has got to do
is find it," referring apparent-

- ly to a consumer advocate of-
fice lawyer.

In another exchange, the
head of the Dominion Field
Services affiliate, Charles
Roberis, complains to Kroll,
who was secretly taping the
conversations, about Domin-
ion Hope’s negotiations to

" buy gas from Field Services.

“T'm supposed to be look-
ing out for Hope,” Roberts
says. “But there’s got to be
some skin in it for me, and

that’s what I was trying to do..

[naudible] We can find you
direct feed supply. Save you
and the ratepayer, and I like
to do that, but there has fo be
. some skin in it for us. And

now, yeah, there is not much.

money and you're taking
away our existing marging
and just to pass it on to the
rafepayers. Tell me what I'm .

Dominion Hope maintains
that if the phone conversa-
tions could be heard in their
full context, they would show
no wrongdoing took place.

“These were all self-edited
by Paul Kroll in order to put
people in a certain light,” said
Dominion Hope spokesman

"Dan Donovan. “The whole

tape is not there, and the oth-
er person doesn't know
they're heing recorded.”

Kroll quit in 2005, alleging
“serious and intolerable ad-
verse and hostile working
conditions” following his com-
plaints about price manipula-
tion. His lawsuit against Do-
minion Hope in Harrison Cir-
cuit Court will be heard this
summer. Kroll did not return
a call for comment,

“These are totally
incomplete tapes.
And when people
don’t know they’re
being recorded, you
can’t tell when
they're joking.”

Dominion Hope
spokesman Dan Donovan

The Public Utilitles Com-
mission of Ohio — the PSC's
counterpart — reviewed
Kroll's claims against Domin-
ion and rejecied them in a
January ruling, finding that he
provided insufficient evidence.

“When the West Virginia al-
legations are fully examined,
we believe they will be found
to be without merit,” Donovan
said.

The transaction Roberts
was discussing on the tapes
ultimately benefited ratepay-
ers, he said. “We can't do it
now, but at the proper tirme
we'll show the transaction
benefited West Virginia
ratepayers,” Donovan said.

Instead of proposing t{o
cheat ratepayers, Roberts was
actually proposing to supply
Dominion Hope with access
to a direct feed that would
save ratepayers while gener-
ating business for Field Ser-
vices, Donovan said. -

" “[Roberts) said, ‘Go through
us and we'li save the ratepay-
er money, and that's exactly
how the desl turned out,”
Donovan said.

“These are totally incom-
plete tapes,” he said. *And
when people don’t know
they’re being recorded, you

Please See MERGER, Page SE
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demands and violates the U.5.
Constitution by restraining inter-
state comimneree,

“We fully support dealing with
this problem and we're the ones
pumping millions irto research to
find -the solution,” said John
Jamian, president of the Seaway
Great Lakes Trade Association. A
mechanism for killing invasives
in ballast may be ready to install’
on c.'lships as 5000 as next year, he
said.

_“But you can't have Michigan

Resources Defense Council's
Midwestern director.

States have a history of regu-
lating pollution — aute emis-
sions, mercury from power plants
— when they helieve the feder-
al government isn't doing
enough.

Critics, however, say it makes
no sense to go it alone on bal-
last regulation, The five Great
Lakes are linked by rivers and
canals. Foreign species released
at one port can-reproduce and

uie rederal apely 1 clalge o
ballast rulemaking,

It may come to that, Bills sim-
ilar to Michigan's are pending int
the Minnesota and Wisconsin
iegisiatures,

“We fully acknowledge that in
arder for 1t o be effective, we'll

‘need to get the other Great Laltes

states on board,” sald Robert
McCann, spokesman for the
Michigan Depariment of Envi-
ronmental Quality. “Michigan de-
cided we need to be a leader on

ganisms that might escape into the
lakes. The Coast Guard encour-
ages them fo flush ballast tanks at
sea, but doesn't require it.

The agency said in 2002 it
would develop new federal stan-
dards for all vessels operating in

‘U.S. waters. It plans to issue a

draft environmental analysis and
take public comment this year,
Patnaik said. He declined to say
when. the updated regulations
would be finighed.

Continued From Page 1E

v can't tell when they’re joking.”
If the PSC determines that
Dominion Hope was cheating
ratepayers, it could impose reg-
ulatory orders for the utility to re-
pay ratepayers, the consumer
advocate filing says, and those re-
payments could be big enough to
affect Equitable’s purchase price
of Dominion Hope. -
“Certain suspect practices nﬁay
o

have been engaged in -
minion Hope and its afﬁl?aag to
the detriment of the West Virginia
ratepayer,” the filing states. “The
implications of the informaiion is
so farreaching that it may even
potentially impact the appropri-
ate purchase price for Dominion
Hope.”

The purchase — which re-
quires approval by the PSC —
waonld make Equitable the state’s
second-biggest gas provider, be-
hind Mouniaineer Gas Co. of
Chatleston. Dominion Hope now
has about 116,500 . gas-service
customers in 32 counties cover-
ing most of the staie west of the

Alleghenies, while Equitable has

13,474, in the central part of the
state, according to PSC docu-
ments. (The dedl’s $970 million

price tag also covers a Dominion -

uﬁgﬁr in Permsylvania.) .
All last , the PSC held
hearings on the Equitable-Do-

minjon deal. So far; the revela-

tions haven't scared off Equi-
table. '

-“Equitable Resources is eager
to bring the benefits of this ac-

quisition to the customers and -
region and i3 continuing through

the approval process,” said Eg-
uitable spokeswoman Pstricia
Kornick. “Equitable is monitoring

Divorce?
Of cotrse

Ed ReBrook

799-7660

the PSC hearings and will assess
ihe situation after the PSC ren-
ders a decision regarding Do-
minion Hope”

-Another taped phone coaver-

‘sation ifvolves “purchase-gas

agreements.”

In Ohio, Dominion Hope's wlil-
ity operations were governed by
these agreements, in which rates
are regularly updated according
{o market tions. In West Vir-

ginia, & PSC price moratorium.

was in place until 2004, which

bound utilifes to charge the -

same price regardless of market
swings. -
A practice known ir# the in-
dustry as “straddling” is where a
company shifts higher-priced gas
to a market operating under a
purchase-gas agreement and
shifts lower-priced gas o a mar-

ket with a mormatorium, This is -

done to maximize profits.
Nicholes seems to tell Kroll in
one convetsation that he doesn’t
know how to conwvince consumer
advocate office lawyer Byron

MESOTHE

LIOMA FROM
ASBESTOS EXPOSURE?

Haryis that Dominion Hope need-
ed to pay more for gas than it
wasMundt;:iy mnmtonum‘ o

“My o ing is, you know,
I havg a hard time ﬁg)‘izglﬁ
on what is best for Dominon is
net to continue what we are do-
ing,” he says. “Ninety percent of
what our group doees, OK, and if
it was really kmown, and reall
discovered, unallowahle. It woulﬁ
all be judged. Do you know
what T am saying?” :

“Yes,” Kroll responds.

Nicholes then says: “I mean,
this siraddle thing would be un-
allowable, ... In a moratorium
you can do a lot of things. Out-
side of a2 moratorium —."
. Donovan said Kroll and Nic-
holes may be speculating on how
Dominion Hope mighi operate

once the moratorium ended. “T-

don't think they're talking about
any particular deal,” he said.
But ant{éinterpretaﬁon would
be just that, am interpretation,
Donovat stresses. .
Ws totally up to your inter-

CALL 1-800-564-7247
FINANCIAL & LEGAL HELP

Johmson Law Group, Nick Johuson Attorney.
Principal office Houston. Texas.

DOWNTOWN JEWELRY STORE LOCATION
900 Sq. Ft. Tann - Safe - Alarm

Nearly New Showcases - Jewelry Shop
AVAILABLE JULY WALK-IN OPEN UP

Call Richard

304-346-9431

prefation,” he said, “We're stuck

with tapes that are incomplete

and out of context.” ‘
The consumer advocate’s of-

him - fice was suspicious of Dominion

-moratorium pricing
y from the mihute the
moratorium ended.
from the moratorium in Janvary
2004, we've had longstanding

'Hop?’-s

purchase practices,” says Bil-
y Jack Gregg, the chief of the
consumer s office,
© In August, Gregg's office con-
vinced an a irative law
Jjudge to order Dorginion Hope to
reprice gas by $3.8 million be-
cause of questions about the
2005 purchase-gas ent, -

-but the utility is appealing.

“We've contested purchases in
every case Since the {moratori-
unt'’s] price cap ended, and we've
been achieving success in repric-
ing,” Gregg said.. .

_ Tb contact staff writer Joe Mor-
ris, use e-mail or call 348-5179.
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