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Washington. DC 20426 

New natural gas pipeline through centml Indiana (from Missouri to Ohk>) 

Decatur - Franklin - Hendricks - Johnson - Morgan - Parke - Putnam - Shelby -
Vermmion counties 

The Indiana Department of Natural Resources has reviewed the atiove referenced 
project per your request. Our agency offers the folkwing comments for your 
informatkMi and in accofdance with the Natkxial Btvironmental Policy Act of 1969. 

This proposal will require file formal approval of our agency for constmction in a 
floodway pursuant to the Ftood Control Act (IC14-28-1), unless it quaKfies for utllly 
exemption under Administrative Rule 312 IAC10-S-4(seQenGk>sure). Please include a 
copy ot this letter with the permit applk»tk)n (if required). 

DbC 0 9nnc 

or un;D 

Natural Heritage Databaae: TTte Natural Herftage Program's data have been checked. 
TTte fbtlow^g spedes and concems rslato to the proposed pfpelins as H goes through 
Franklin Counfy. 
• From mHe 38&3 to 386.B (apprndmatoty), the proposed route crosses Possum 
Holbw, whteh is a Natural Areas Registry Site. TTiis area shouki be avoMed. HIsa 

~™--_--™__ ^ .priority site for future protection. The foHowing listed state rare species have been 
I ^; î  > - ^ \ ' ^ f \ reported in the vldnity:yeik>wlady^ slipper (Cypripediumca]cekNi8panrifk)nim).y6llow 
i ^ % ^ v . ; . .^ \r : . ;.^^ gentian (Gentiana alba), anow-wood (Viburnum nwlle), barrens Strawberry ( V t a h ^ 

fragwtoktes), and golden alexanders (Ziziaaptera). 
- At about mile 381.8, the prcpoeed route crosses Whitewater River, which is a state 
designated Natural and Scenic raver. 

The foilowing spedes and concems relate to the proposed pipeline as It goes through 
Putnam County. 
- From mile 266.2 to 266.8 (approximaleiy), the proposed route crosses steep forested 
bluffs of Raccoon Creek, and there is a nearby stand of eastem hemk)ck (Tsuga 
canaderwis). Minimizs disturtHnces to fbrssted area, and espedaliy avoid any areas 
wHh eastem hemkMk. 

FMi&WJIdJKe Comments: This project wlB cross a nunber of streams of varkxis sizes. Several of the streams that 
will be crossed are on the list of Outstanding Rivera and Streams. Care must tie idl(en 
in theee areas to prevent detrimental impacts to fish, wildlfe, and bolanlcat resources. 
This indudes negative impacts to scenk) areas. 

Rrst, evktance needs to be presented that avoktence and minimizatkNi efforts wefe/are 
made. Using establshed easemenis and other disturtied areas, avokflngfmporlant 
habitat futures, and inabitalning natural stream oonditkm are rnersly a few of many 
possble attematives. Effortsloavokl impacts to Incfena bats also must be provkied. 
This species uses riparian habHat extensiveiy and every effort must be made to avoid 
destroying possible roost and maternity traes and fragmenting foraging htdsitaL 
Mussels are anotfwr important resource that couM be negaBveiy Impacted by this 
project. The project must avoid known mussel resources. M m e l sirveys rnay be 
required in some areas. 

A relatively narrow strip of vegetated land (riparfan buffer) along sbeams and rtvera 
provkles numerous benefits, induding: trapping and removing sediment from runoff. 
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stabilizing streambanlcs and redudng kss of property due to eroskm, trapping and 
removing harmful pdiutants that might enter the stream, storing ftood waters and 
decreasing economic tosses due to ftooding, ntafntaining habitat fbr fish and other 
aquatto animals by redudng stream temperatures and contributing to woody debris and 
leaf litter in the stream for cover, provkling habitat and migration corridora for terrsstrlai 
animals, improving the aeslhetk; appeal of stream corrMors and kicreastog property 
value, as well as provkling recrsaltonai and educational opportunities. 

Wooded riparian comdora are signlftoant hiibitat features used by wikHHd for travel 
between larger habitat areas or through congested urtKKi areas. Wooded riparian 
corridora also provide essentiai habitat fbr nsh, wlUlife, and botantoaf resoufces. 
Riparian habitat corrktore are limited, inepiaceabto resources that are often the last, 
good foothdd for many native piam and animal communities. Road, bridge, trail, and 
utility line constmclton within riparian conkfora have seven general eftects on fish, 
wikllife. and botanlcai resources: mortality from oonstnjctton acttviSss, mortality from 
maintenance activities or coiliston with vehkdes, modiftoatton of animal behavtor, 
alteralton and fragmentatton of the physicai environment, aharaiion of the chervtical 
environment, spread of exotto plant spedes, and increased human use and disturbance 
oftheseareas. The evktonce from well-designed studies suggests that well-connected 
riparian hafcritat corridora are valuable conservatton areas for fish, wikllife, and botankial 
resources. 

Currentty. it is not dear where the impacts w i l be, although there will be impacts withki 
the ftoodwey of some watenrays. The extent of these impacts is unknown until 
adcfittonai p k i s are provMed. 

Within the temporary and permanent easement of a proposed utHlty line crossing, ail 
disturbed areas must be restored and planted. Trees greater than 10 inches in 
dianteter at breast height shouki be reptaoed wtth container grown sapSngs at a ratto of 
5:1 and the area of dIsturiMVice must be seeded with an hert>aceous seed mix sultabto 
for forested Itoodways. 

During constmction, every effort should be made to avoid damaging or removing 
existing trees within the temporary and permanent easement unless necessary fbr 
constnjdton purposes. Using diredtonal boring technk|ues when possible will minimize 
some of the impacts to riparian areas. Hardwood tree ptantingB shall be located wt th^ 
the pemianem and temporary eaaeinent toceted 10 feet from the centertine of the u t i t y 
line. Hert)aoeouevegetattonshal be planted in the 10-foot area centered on the 
pipeline. If the area of permanent disturtiance wtthto the ftoodway is greater than 1 acre 
or wettand habitats are permanently dteturtsed, mitlgatton rattos win increase to 2:1 or 
greater, depending on sHe condittons. 

In additton, in-stream restoration mc^ be required in some instances, particulariy if an 
open-cut method Is used instead of dkecttonai boring. Posslbte restoraaon examples 
InduderifReB, weirs, root wads, bouklers, and more. tfastrsambankisnegatMriy 
impacted, restoration w i l be necessary. Areas outskle the pemranem easement shouki 
use btoengtoeered techniques. Possible restoratton technlquss within the pannaHient 
easentent kKlude arttouiated concrete btocks and other materials that altow veg^Btion 
to become established. 

Impacts to streams, wetlands, and fbrssted arsas needs to be caloriated cumulatively 
fbr the ent irapn^ed and mitigided at the appropriate ratto. Also, mkiimize and mitigate 
for the impacts to dassified forest properties. 

Rsh, wiidlite, and botanical resource losses can be expected to occur as a pssutt of ttiis 
Attachments: A - UMRy Exemption Criteria 
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projecL These tosses can be minimized through impiementatton of the foltowing 
measures, in addlttons to Una above recommendattons. 
Revegetato all bare and disturtMd areas within the projed area using a mixture of 
grasses, sedges, wildftowera, shnibs, and trees native to Central Indiana and 
specifically for stieam bank/floodway stabilizatton purposes as soon as possibto upon 
comptetton. 
minimize and contain within ttie prpiect limits inchannei disturtaance and the dearing of 
trees and btush, and provide the opportunity to utiliZB cleared trees of firewood and 
timber size 
Do not woric in the watenvay from April 1 through June 30 without the prtor written 
approvEd of the DIviston of Rsh and Wikllife. 
Do not cut any trees suSable for Indiana bat roosting (greater than 14 inches in 
diameter, livtog or dead, with toose hanging baric) from April 15 through September IS. 
Appropriately deefgned measures for oontroUing eroskm and sediment must be 
implemwtted to prevent sedknent from entering the stream or toaving the constmction 
site; maintain these measures until constructton is complete and all dl8turt)ed areas are 
stabilized. 
Seed and proted ait disturtwd streambanks and dopes that are 3:1 or steeper with 
erosion contrd btanicets (follow manufedurer^ recommendations for selectton end 
installatton) or use an appropriate structural annament; seed and app^ mutoh on all 
other disturbed areas. 

Contact Staff: Christto L Stanifer, Environ. Coordinator, Environmental Unit 
Our agency ̂ spredates this opportunity to be of senrice. Please do not hesitate to 
contact the above staff member at (317) 232-4160 or 1-877-928>3755 (tdl free) if we 
can be ol further assistance. 

Date: September 29.2006 

W.E i 
ironmetfiKI Supervisor 

Division of Fish and WMiifo 

Attachments: A - unity Enmpaan Crttaria 



ARTKXe 10. FLOOD PLAfN MANAGEMENT 

I M e 5.GeiHnd L k e i M i m d Spedfic Bxeo^ptiomiiom F k K ^ ^ 

3i2!AC]»44 f j t j i tH ' ^ i im i fWt i k tAm '• ""• • ' 
AaOaStr. IC 14-10-24;ICI4^£»«<H 
AfEbded: IC 13-11-2^60; IC 14^ -7 ; K :144»- I -29 ; IC14*-33 ; 1036-9^7 

Seo. 4 ( i ) l U i aeelion cdd^iidin a geoMd fioeon fbr 1 ^ 
(b)ApaCTcinTihowiaaMtttmfiBmw#apPHjectforlheiJ^^ 

diaa on a rinr or fltcMmidntifiod in seotka OJj[k) w 
onfoDiiB to the fblkrwnig ocnditknc 

( l >T iM iwBP«r iM id tn iAc la f t r i t iBAyHt»ann i«mMf^ 

(}^eca<^kc»ihaSt\»tmacfnAvdAmitbatkio&mpf. 
Ci^CooebtxilkAKSSyilmyrmai^ I finM^JmMSO AdliidttEoeedatotalof twD(Z>aIanfardqr>^ 
C3) Boat DnaageiEiiBnt pootioos ifaaQ bs i»Bd daring Bid d k v e b ^ ^ 
(4) Fo&Dimng I te ocn^delkn of e o i o ^ ^ 

QKoiss ne iwli iHWwi loow nn ld i diaO fas neliBvad fay orinii in^ tapfcifien^ cr aattiDs. To I te n t a * i n a t i n b K 
imt%^i^kaxaaAnaixm8pedniuibmlPi^jatiB.V 
be perfomnd tijT the pfantiiig of a rantnw of n d ckvver, 0 ^ ^ 
isafporcd tiy tedqpttiliniiitubaiDgsatBajftto BteandoSn^ 
.disiunied onH. 
(S)DbhttfapUaiBMwilhak)pMrfflwetooiwg:l)or<B<pjg^orsia»^AM* 
aball ̂  stdTOhnd i i id i ' fn»af i cootnd fajud^ 
(5) N P poilkkfo mOfatt used OD 0i» banks. 
C7>tfa<<aaylinateiBMppitea8iifartBMagM<inqrti«iiftyrt^ 

(E^ I f a i i tOi^ I m is pbood faanaafli t te bed of a n w r v Btne^ 
CA)C0vwofatkaflt l l i iBe^fbdinoa8imdiMqModbid^totetriOi^ 
OKbaidkB. 
(^ i r f taptseeaiet tofaQt i%l iMi i iMiCf l iA^«>i«Bd«tm 
is provided «8 fiidtowc 

C>Atfe8fltdnB(3>&e^jnBUvpdpBI)endkndBifytodioiilitti^ 
OiD top of ttks Qia^r 9 n w itB cnMHmfld; v ^ d v n r u 
mRtenefs.. - . 
yii) A t I m n flfiw ( t ) A M * ,r»mi^rf»A ^wpi>*.%«ilfT|y ̂ ft AMI Iftw, l iBhwm <IM InBMt point o f Aa l iaJ Mxt A B top 

. (€dK.iilility HDB or its enoBveon^ lidndbier is h ^ ^ 
( Q I f dtt plBoennit c l̂faB iti lfty l i tv is so^ect to laenkM^ 
l iw ided SB fd lowi : 

0 At leest dine CI) fee^ meesQnd peipendlioirfarty to tf^ 
line c« i l l enoaaomadl. vtducliawr 11 l i t ^ , i f IliB bed is o c i ^ 
(iO A i least ODB (1) ibo^ mBosondpflfpan^Keidsffy to Ifae liiiB, b ^ ^ 
its cDoasenKDtp wbiidievQr is highar, i f das beii is o c n ^ ^ 

(P>MegBtiv« biKiyvaay ocmpensiliaQ is i i i o v l ded i r i ^ 
. jncfaeswaltiauyoitoastJirtinnBlywngaipeoifiBga:^ 

(9} ITa l i S ^ Hoe is plaofld abow die faedof a river or stacao^ fi» fbOo^ 
(A) Bnept as prawidedin obnaes iB) n d < ^ mintiiaimdeamiue is i ^ ^ 

as the l i t g ^ of 0w Movriog; 
CD Twelve aad oi»4Mlf 0 2 1 ^ feet dicfw tiv onimaiy faigh w a t a i ^ ^ 

. 0^'naea P ) fbat above As zegnlatoiy flood davatiop. 
( ^ I f 6iB nver qr atream i t a nnrigfAib watetway Ibat i^ 
imterwi? nxM bafdaoed fi» j innde dvgrerier ̂ d » fi4la«^ 

(^ Ttu ntfaunaaaokpnooB nquicad upder abuae (A). 
(U^ Jhe inaainim okannce lequtTBd fbr die laigBSt W M B R ^ 
oButoGasidt i l l advance wtdi die dqiarlmDit to dBtaouiw das n ^ ^ 

(Qlfauliii^liiieisattaciiedtoflrooatrineditttfaewMliaiJniiBrt , 
i d l i ^ line (V ifet si^pon njecAanism nqr pn^ject b d ^ 
mtscwRy oos. 

(1(Q A utility iitie plaosd in a dani or kfwe lagnktad under IC 14-27-7 does not q u B ^ 
snbaadtiaa 
(o) A pnaon vite deols to JMt wider tlus seotioa nurt Cfitvljr « i ^ 

0009^ wfiii duae t n n atid oonditkns nagr xesull in d v iBwoatian o f die g o o ^ 
andaiyodiyaanBtiottpwvidBdtqflawfiirdiawlstkiBofalkeiiaa^^ 
violstioDc^slioenaeisanedwidarlC 14-29-!. (N!alHnlRnoiin»$Cmm^tioit! 312 UC10-5-4; fiedM 5,2001,9il2am^ 24 
JR 3SH effJm i. 3002:JU»dDK 26,2001 l42jt.iiL: 2SJR i545: erratajt^Mer t% 2002,11:51 tun.: 25IR mhf ikdAug 
l2004,3:l8iKm,.27m3876) 


