BEFORE
THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF OHIO

	In the Matter of the Application of the Ohio Department of Development for an Order Approving Adjustments to the Universal Service Fund Riders of Jurisdictional Ohio Electric Distribution Utilities.
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Case No. 22-556-EL-USF




MOTION FOR CONTINUANCE 
AND 
REQUEST FOR EXPEDITED RULING
BY
OFFICE OF THE OHIO CONSUMERS’ COUNSEL

The Office of the Ohio Consumers’ Counsel (“OCC”), pursuant to O.A.C. 4901-1-12, respectfully requests the Public Utilities Commission of Ohio to continue the deadlines set in the July 29, 2022, procedural schedule which includes all direct testimony to be filed today (August 5, 2022). In the event a settlement was to be filed as early as today, OCC may find itself in opposition.  
OCC’s issues will include that it’s against the law (and nonsensical) to implement a rate for low-income Ohioans on PIPP that is higher than what non-low-income Ohioans are paying for electricity on utilities’ standard service offer.  OCC makes this request to provide additional time for filing testimony in opposition to a settlement in this case. 
[bookmark: _Hlk110598899]OCC also requests that an expedited ruling be issued pursuant to O.A.C. 4901-1-12(C) but cannot certify that all parties to this proceeding do not object to the continuance or the expedited ruling. However, Counsel for ODOD stated he would not object to OCC’s Motion. The grounds for OCC’s motion are set forth in the attached Memorandum in Support.

Respectfully submitted,

Bruce Weston (0016973)
Ohio Consumers’ Counsel
	
/s/ Amy Botschner O’Brien
Amy Botschner O’Brien (0074423)
Counsel of Record
Assistant Consumers’ Counsel

Office of the Ohio Consumers’ Counsel
65 East State Street, Suite 700
Columbus, Ohio 43215
Telephone [Botschner O’Brien]: (614) 466-9575
amy.botschner.obrien@occ.ohio.gov
(willing to accept service by e-mail)
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MEMORANDUM IN SUPPORT
By entry of July 29, 2022, the Attorney Examiner established the following procedural schedule:
	
	Current Deadline

	File Direct Testimony
	August 5, 2022

	File Reply Testimony
	August 12, 2022

	Prehearing conference
	August 17, 2022

	Evidentiary Hearing
	August 23, 2022

	File Post-Hearing Briefs
	September 2, 2022

	File Reply Briefs
	September 9, 2022




In the event a settlement was to be filed as early as today, OCC may find itself in opposition of that Settlement. With the filing of a Settlement, OCC would not intend to file Direct Testimony, but would request the opportunity to file testimony in opposition to the Settlement.  But in that a Settlement is not filed, the Direct Testimony deadline should be extended. 
OCC’s issues will include that it’s against the law (and nonsensical) to implement a rate for low-income Ohioans on PIPP that is higher than what non-low-income Ohioans are paying for electricity on utilities’ standard service offer.  
OCC makes this request to provide additional time for filing either Direct Testimony or testimony in opposition to a settlement in this case depending on the resolution of Settlement negotiations. OCC seeks to extend the current schedule set by the procedural by one week from the date the Settlement is filed. For example, if the Settlement is filed today:  Testimony in support of the Settlement and Testimony in Opposition would be due one week from today (August 12, 2022).  Reply Testimony would be due one week after that (August 19, 2022).  Further adjustments to the procedural schedule for prehearing conference, filing briefs and reply briefs would be addressed by the Attorney Examiners. 
	OCC also requests that an expedited ruling be issued pursuant to O.A.C. 4901-1-12(C) but cannot certify that all parties to this proceeding do not object to the continuance or the expedited ruling. However, Counsel for ODOD stated he would not object to OCC’s Motion.
Respectfully submitted,

Bruce Weston (0016973)
Ohio Consumers’ Counsel
	
/s/ Amy Botschner O’Brien
Amy Botschner O’Brien (0074423)
Counsel of Record
Assistant Consumers’ Counsel

Office of the Ohio Consumers’ Counsel
65 East State Street, Suite 700
Columbus, Ohio 43215
Telephone [Botschner O’Brien]: (614) 466-9575
amy.botschner.obrien@occ.ohio.gov
(willing to accept service by e-mail)



CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE
	I hereby certify that a copy of this Motion for Continuance and Request for Expedited Ruling was served on the persons stated below via electronic transmission, this 5th day of August 2022.
	/s/ Amy Botschner O’Brien
	Amy Botschner O’Brien
	Assistant Consumers’ Counsel

The PUCO’s e-filing system will electronically serve notice of the filing of this document on the following parties:
SERVICE LIST

	kyle.kern@ohioAGO.gov
steven.beeler@ohioAGO.gov
mkurtz@BKLlawfirm.com
kboehm@BKLlawfirm.com
jkylercohn@BKLlawfirm.com

Attorney Examiner:
greta.see@puco.ohio.gov


	dstinson@bricker.com
mpritchard@mcneeslaw.com
bmckenney@mcneeslaw.com
Christopher.hollon@aes.com
mjschuler@aep.com
rocco-dascenzo@duke-energy.com
Jeanne.kingery@duke-energy.com
Larisa.vaysman@duke-energy.com
Elyse.akhbari@duke-energy.com
kfling@firstenergycorp.com






