
BEFORE

THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF OHIO

	In the Matter of the Joint Application of Nova Telephone Company and VNC Enterprises, LLC Pursuant to Section 4905.402 of the Revised Code.
	)

)

)

)
	Case No. 10-0849-TP-ACO


RESPONSE OF THE JOINT APPLICANTS TO MOTION TO INTERVENE

AND MOTION TO SUSPEND BY 

THE OFFICE OF THE OHIO CONSUMERS' COUNSEL

I. INTRODUCTION

On June 18, 2010, Nova Telephone Company (“Nova”) and VNC Enterprises, LLC (“VNC”) (collectively, the “Joint Applicants”) filed an application seeking approval for the transfer of control of Nova (the “Application”).


On June 30, 2010, the Office of the Ohio Consumers' Counsel (“OCC”) filed a Motion to Intervene and a Motion to Suspend Automatic Approval of the Application.
II. MOTION FOR INTERVENTION

The Joint Applicants believe the proposed transfer of control of Nova is in the public interest and, therefore, do not oppose OCC's Motion to Intervene.  As the Joint Applicants stated in the Application, the day-to-day operations will be unaffected by the transfer of control.
  Nova will retain its local presence and provide the same excellent level of service it has provided for over a century.
  More important, however, is that VNC has committed to improving the services Nova will provide to Nova's customers after the proposed transfer of control.
  VNC intends to invest in Nova's infrastructure ultimately achieving an IP-based fiber optic network capable of delivering not only voice, video, and data, but other services and applications as well.
  VNC stated in the Application that it has no present or future plans to seek rate increases.
  The bundled pricing contemplated by VNC would provide more options to Nova's customers, not fewer.
  The Joint Applicants respect OCC's consumer advocacy role and believe the proposed transfer of control will promote the public convenience and result in the provision of adequate service for a reasonable rate, rental, toll or change as required by Rev. Code § 4905.402(B).

III. MOTION TO SUSPEND


On July 14, 2010, the Commission issued an Entry suspending this proceeding.  As a result, the Motion of OCC to Suspend Automatic Approval of the Application is moot.
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