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MEMORANDUM CONTRA DUKE’S MOTION FOR CONTINUANCE OF THE EVIDENTIARY HEARING
BY
OFFICE OF THE OHIO CONSUMERS’ COUNSEL


On June 16, 2023, Duke Energy Ohio, Inc. (“Duke”) filed a Motion for Continuance of the evidentiary hearing in this matter, currently scheduled to begin on June 26, 2023. For further settlement discussions, Duke requests that the evidentiary hearing be continued to “no earlier than August 21, 2023.”[footnoteRef:2]  [2:  Duke Motion, at 1.] 

The Office of the Ohio Consumers’ Counsel (“OCC”) informed Duke’s counsel of OCC’s position. OCC wants the PUCO to also key the due date for any testimony opposing the settlement to the hearing date, and not to the date that a settlement is filed (if it is filed). 


The due date for testimony on a settlement (if any) should not precede the hearing date by more than two weeks. Discovery (which currently is closed) should precede the testimony and hearing due dates. 
OCC does not oppose Duke’s requested dates to continue the evidentiary hearing date. But the PUCO should also establish the OCC-proposed due date for testimony and a discovery opportunity in the same PUCO scheduling Entry. 
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