AT&T Ohio proposes to withdraw from its P.U.C.O. Tariff No. 20 the Minimum Telephone Service Standards Recourse Credits Terms and Conditions in Part 2 Section 10.  These tariff pages were filed on December 31, 1997, under Case No. 97-1729-TP-ATA, in response to the Commission’s Finding and Order in Case No. 96-1175-TP-ORD, which originally established MTSS recourse provisions in the carrier-to-carrier relationship.  Although the Finding and Order originally called for Interconnection Agreement provisions, AT&T Ohio was permitted to file tariff language as an alternative.  The tariff application was suspended on January 9, 1998, and negotiation of the tariff language was initiated between AT&T Ohio, the Commission staff, and a number of CLECs.  On February 23, 1999, AT&T Ohio filed a Stipulation in Case No. 98-1082-TP-AMT, in which the company agreed, among other things, to “work in an expeditious fashion to finalize its tariff for MTSS recourse provisions…”  The Stipulation was approved by the Commission on April 8, 1999.  The tariff pages were subsequently revised, the application was approved by the Commission, and final pages for the tariff were filed on February 8, 2000.
The reasons for the withdrawal are as follows:

1) On February 7, 2007, the Commission stated in an Entry in Case No. 05-1102-TP-ORD that “recourse provisions are more appropriately covered by agreements between carriers.”

2) The applicable MTSS provisions for out-of-service and other standards have changed.  As a result of these changes and updated carrier-to-carrier rules, the AT&T Ohio Tariff pages in Part 2 Section 10 are outdated and inaccurate.

3) The recourse process detailed in Part 2 Section 10 has not been utilized by any CLEC since May 2005.

4) CLECs have chosen to avail themselves of the Performance Measures and associated Remedies that are set forth in their interconnection agreements instead.

Therefore, AT&T Ohio has determined that Part 2 Section 10 is no longer viable in the current environment.  In addition, if any CLEC wishes to establish MTSS recourse credit provisions via their interconnection agreement, AT&T Ohio is prepared to negotiate an amendment with the requesting CLEC to do so.
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