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I.
INTRODUCTION
The Office of the Ohio Consumers’ Counsel (“OCC”) submits Comments
 in this case where Ohio Power Company seeks to collect from its customers the actual spending on its gridSMART program in 2012, and the projected spending and a revenue requirement for the program in 2013.
  Ohio Power proposes to collect $0.51 per month from residential customers and $2.11 per month from nonresidential customers through its existing gridSMART rider.
  
On August 2, 2013, the Staff of the Public Utilities Commission of Ohio (“PUCO”) filed comments that described the PUCO Staff’s financial and physical audits of Ohio Power’s gridSMART program.  As a result of these audits, the PUCO Staff proposed several adjustments to the gridSMART rider.  Ohio Power filed a response to the PUCO Staff’s comments on August 23, 2013.  
OCC’s Comments address the Application, the PUCO Staff’s August 2 comments and Ohio Power’s August 23 reply.  OCC has authority under law to represent the interests of all of Ohio Power’s approximately 1.2 million residential electric customers.

II.
COMMENTS
A.
Financial Issues
In its Application, Ohio Power combined the over- and under-collections that occurred through the rider during the years 2009 through 2012, reflecting a total over-collection of $1,727,674 for that period.
  Ohio Power proposed to refund the over-collection through this year’s rider as an offset against the 2013 revenue requirement.  The PUCO Staff supported this approach,
 and OCC concurs.
The PUCO Staff recommended an adjustment of $22,681 to O&M expenses to remove Software Maintenance fees that are not related to the gridSMART project or the Community Energy Storage project.
  In agreeing with the PUCO Staff’s recommendation, Ohio Power stated that the fees were “inadvertently included in the 2013 revenue requirement.”
  OCC also supports the PUCO Staff’s recommendation.
In its August 23 reply comments, Ohio Power noted that it had discovered $11,625.15 of allowance for funds used during construction (“AFUDC”) that was not removed before the Application was filed.
  Ohio Power stated that it will be removed as part of the compliance filing.
  OCC concurs with Ohio Power’s proposal.

In addition, Ohio Power stated that, the PUCO Staff’s audit discovered two unvouchered liabilities in the amount of $5,236.05 that were not reversed when payment was made.
  OCC supports Ohio Power’s plan to also remove these liabilities as part of the compliance filing.
  

B.
Distribution Automation Performance
The PUCO Staff raised concerns with the 2012 performance of 70 circuits with Distribution Automation Circuit Reconfiguration (“DACR”) capability installed within Ohio Power’s gridSMART territory.
  DACR reroutes electricity around a fault so that service may be restored more quickly after an outage.  In 2012, for the 70 circuits with DACR technology, there were 47 outage events: 26 successful events; 18 unsuccessful events; and three major storm reconfiguration events.
   
In response, Ohio Power states that it has improved both the communications and configuration control logic to improve distribution automation performance in the future.
  According to Ohio Power, “These measures have already resulted in an improved success rate for 2013: to date, there have been 25 of 27 successful events recorded.”
  OCC is encouraged that Ohio Power has taken steps to improve its success rate in restoring power during outages.
III.
CONCLUSION
The adjustments discussed in these Comments will help ensure that Ohio Power’s customers receive adequate service at reasonable rates.  To protect consumers, the PUCO should adopt the recommendations discussed herein.
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� OCC’s Comments are filed in response to an Entry issued in this proceeding on October 1, 2013.


� See Application (February 1, 2013) at 2.  


� See id., Attachment 1.  


� R.C. Chapter 4911.  OCC filed a motion to intervene in this proceeding on April 11, 2013.


� See Application, Attachment 1.


� PUCO Staff August 2 Comments at 8.
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� Ohio Power August 23 Reply Comments at 2.
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