


BEFORE 
THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF OHIO

Ricardo Garnell Lee				)
1305 Ryland Avenue, Apt. 1			)
Cincinnati, OH 45237				)
						)
           Complainant,				)	Case No. 18-445-EL-CSS
						)
	v.					)												)
Duke Energy Ohio, Inc.			)
						)
	Respondent.				)


RESPONDENT DUKE ENERGY OHIO, INC.’S 
MOTION FOR EXTENSION OF TIME TO ANSWER
AND REQUEST FOR EXPEDITED RULING


	Pursuant to OAC 4901-1-12 and 4901-1-13, Respondent Duke Energy Ohio, Inc. respectfully moves the Commission to allow it an additional 12 days to answer Complainant’s Complaint, and to expedite its consideration and ruling on this motion.  Respondent’s attorney attempted to contact Complainant on March 21, 2018, but does not yet know whether Complainant agrees to the extension of time.  A memorandum in support of this motion is attached.  
	
	Respectfully Submitted,

/s/ Robert A. McMahon		
Robert A. McMahon (0064319)
Eberly McMahon Copetas LLC
2321 Kemper Lane, Suite 100
Cincinnati, OH 45206
513-533-3441 
513-533-3554 Fax
bmcmahon@emclawyers.com

Attorney for Respondent,
Duke Energy Ohio, Inc.




MEMORANDUM IN SUPPORT

	Complainant filed its Complaint on March 14, 2018.  Respondent’s Answer is due April 4, 2018.  Respondent requests additional time to answer because the customer service agent responsible for this matter is out of the office until April 2, 2018, due to a death in the family and other matters, and will need additional time to investigate the underlying facts once she returns to the office.  Respondent is unable to represent at this time whether Complainant agrees to this continuance.  The undersigned counsel tried to reach Complainant by telephone on March 21, 2018, but left a message.  Nonetheless, a continuance is necessary and appropriate in this case.
The request to continue the hearing is not being filed for purposes of delay.  Rather, Respondent simply needs time to fully investigate the facts before answering the Complaint.  Respondent has not requested or obtained any prior extensions of time in these proceedings.
 Respondent further requests that the Commission expedite its consideration of and ruling on this motion given the deadline for Respondent to answer the Complaint only two days after its customer service agent returns to the office following her leave of absence.  
	WHEREFORE, Respondent Duke Energy Ohio, Inc. requests that the Commission allow Respondent up to and including April 16, 2018, in which to file its Answer or other responsive pleading, and further requests that the Commission consider and rule on this motion in an expedited manner given the upcoming deadline.  


	
	Respectfully Submitted,

/s/ Robert A. McMahon		
Robert A. McMahon (0064319)
Eberly McMahon Copetas LLC
2321 Kemper Lane, Suite 100
Cincinnati, OH 45206
513-533-3441 
513-533-3554 Fax
bmcmahon@emclawyers.com

Attorney for Respondent,
Duke Energy Ohio, Inc.
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE
I hereby certify that a copy of the foregoing Motion to Continue was served via regular US Mail, postage prepaid, this 22nd day of March, 2018, upon the following:

Ricardo Garnell Lee
1305 Ryland Avenue, Apt. 1
Cincinnati, OH 45237


							/s/ Robert A. McMahon		
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