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Page 10
1 PROCEEDINGS

2 JUDGE MARCELLETTI: Good evening,
3 everyone. The Ohio Power Siting Board calls tonight
4 Case Number 22-988-EL-BGN, which is captioned "In the
5 Matter of the Application of Chestnut Solar, LLC, for
6 aCertificate of Environmental Compatibility and
7 Public Need to Construct and Operate the Chestnut
8 Solar Project.”.
9 Again, my nameislzzy Marcelletti and
10 with meisJudge Jay Agranoff. Together we are the
11 board's administrative law judges assigned to hear
12 this casetonight. And | will note on the record | do
13 have alengthy opening spiel, so please be patient.
14 The passage of Senate Bill 52 provides
15 new opportunities for county commissioners and
16 township trustees to participate in the siting of
17 solar projectsin their communities.
18 County commissioners may choose one
19 commissioner or a designee to serve as an ad hoc board
20 member for the purpose of considering this case.
21 Likewise, township trustees may choose one trustee or
22 adesigneeto serve astheir ad hoc board member
23 representative.
24 The Marion County Commissioners
25 appointed designee Mr. Kenneth Lengieza -- Lengieza,

Page 12
1 media, | would direct you to talk with staff. Y ou can

2 get more information of how to stay connected with the

3 case documents and so forth.

4 And at thistime, | would like to take

5 appearances on behalf of the parties beginning with

6 Applicant Chestnut Solar.

7 MS. FLAHIVE: Good evening. Thisis

8 Devan Flahive from the law firm Nelson Mullins, and

9 with meis the applicant's representative Ben
10 Friedell.
11
12
13
14

JUDGE MARCELLETTI: Thank you.
And | will note, as | mentioned before
| started this introduction, there are intervenersin
this case who have filed timely motions to intervene.

15 However, it seems like a counsel for them are not here
16 tonight.
17 We have the Ohio Farm Bureau

18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

Federation, the Marion County Commissioners, and the
Concerned Citizens Group as well as Mr. Eric Queen,
Ms. Meladie Little and Noel Jerome and Joe Barney and
Clint Canterbury and Betty Jo Lill, Judy Lehner,
George William Stump and Jeff Shettel [ph] as our
interveners.

Again, the subject of tonight's hearing
isthe application filed by Chestnut Solar for the

Page 11
thank you -- and the Board of Trustees of Pleasant

Township appointed trustee David Schrote both are here
with usthis evening.

Gentlemen, if you want to wave to the
crowd. Thank you.

They will be serving as the ad hoc
members for this project. There are also staff
members from the board assisting us with the hearing
tonight.

Staff, please raise your hand for the
crowd. Thank you.

You likely passed them on your way in
this evening, but they are the individuals by the OPSB
table. They are availableif you have any questions
concerning the board's process, if you need assistance
in accessing any of the documents submitted in this
case, or if you have general questions about the
hearing tonight.

Please reach out to the staff in the
corner if you would like to be added to the list of
witnesses for tonight's hearing. Additionally, staff
has formsin opposition as well as in support that you
may signin lieu of testifying tonight if you wish to
do so.
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Lastly, if there are any members of the
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purpose of constructing a solar-powered electric

generation facility of up to 68 megawatts in Pleasant
Township in Marion County, Ohio.

The application was filed of March 2nd
of 2023. The board staff filed their report of
investigation on April 12, 2024. Thisreportisa
recommendation of the board staff and does not
necessarily reflect what the board's final
determination in this case will be.

The purpose of this evening's public
hearing isto receive testimony regarding the
application from personsin the local community who
are affected by the proposed project. The public
hearing will not be a question-and-answer session but
rather an opportunity for you to let the board know
what you think about the proposed project.

This public hearing is only one aspect
of the processin this case. An adjudicatory hearing
is currently scheduled to commence on May 20th of 2024
at the board's offices in Columbus.

On April 26, 2024, the applicant filed
amotion to continue the hearing date to be
rescheduled. However, we will not be addressing that
24 at the hearing tonight. The purpose of the hearing is
25 for the parties and the board staff to provide
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Page 14
1 testimony and other evidence regarding the project in
2 Columbus, Ohio.
3 For those of you here tonight who are
4 partiesto the case, the adjudicatory hearing will be
5 your opportunity to be heard. However, with that
6 being said, if you are a party to the case and would
7 like to testify tonight, you may do so.
8 If you are a party to the case, we ask
9 that you keep your comments brief given that you have
10 an opportunity to testify during the adjudicatory
11 hearing. Additionally, if you are a party to the case
12 and are represented by an attorney, you may wish to
13 consult with your attorney before making any comments
14 heretonight.
15 Asyou can see, tonight's hearing is
16 being transcribed by our court reporter. If you plan
17 totestify, please speak clearly so he may accurately
18 reflect your comments on the record. Also, if you
19 have prepared awritten statement, it would be helpful
20 to provide him a copy so he can accurately transcribe
21 your statement.
22 I do know we do have a pile of written
23 statements folks have already provided us. And if
24 possible, please notate your name on those written
25 exhibits so we can keep track of everything when they

Page 16

1 can passto the next witness. If you decide that you

2 would prefer to file written commentsin the case, |

3 would have you talk to our board staff in the corner

4 over there. Once you finish testifying, you may leave

5 or you may observe the rest of the hearing tonight.

6 If your nameis called and you are a

7 party to the case, please state that. The board

8 appreciates your participation in tonight's hearing.

9 And we want everyone who is signed up to testify to
10 have the opportunity to do so.
11 For that reason, please keep your
12 comments brief to no more than five minutes. Again,
13 wewill be holding up our signs, one minute and 30
14 seconds, to et you know when your timeis up. Again,
15 we set these time limits so everyone who has signed up
16 to testify may have the opportunity to do so.
17 At thistime, we will begin with the
18 testimony. | will note that Judge Agranoff and | will
19 call the person who is up to testify, and we will say
20 whois next on deck. So if we can have a queue, that
21 will keep usin an orderly fashion and get through
22 everyone tonight.
23 And we also may take a break depending
24 on how many witnesses we have. And | do apologizein
25 advance for any mispronunciations. We do our best.

Page 15
1 arefiled with tonight's transcript.
2 After | finish with my introduction, we
3 will begin by inviting individuals on the sign-in
4 sheet to speak about the proposed project. Each
5 person who signed up to testify will be permitted to
6 speak once about the proposed project tonight.
7 Before your testimony, we will ask you
8 to take an oath or affirmation that you are about to
9 say isthetruth. We will also ask for your name and
10 address for the record and to indicate whether you
11 live or work within the project area. Y ou will then
12 be ableto provide your thoughts on the proposed
13 project.
14 Counsel for the parties and
15 Judge Agranoff and myself will be permitted to ask you
16 questions about your statement. Any counsel who
17 wishesto pursue cross-examination will be prompted,
18 and | will just gesture to you, Applicant.
19 The testimony you provide tonight will
20 be considered part of the official record and
21 consideration in thiscase. And it will be reviewed
22 by the board before afina decision is tendered on
23 the application.
24 A few more notes: If you decide that
25 you do not wish to testify when we read your name, you

Page 17
1 And also, | ask if we can refrain from speaking out of
2 turn, applauding, or cheering so we can get through
3 everyonetonight. It isvery much appreciated. Thank
4 you again.
5 Oh, yes. And, please, if you can
6 silenceyour cell phones, that is always appreciated
7 aswell. Thank you.
8 JUDGE AGRANOFF: Arethere any
9 questions before we actually commence?
10 UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER: If you don't
11 take an intermission, will you put the sign-in papers
12 out now?
13 JUDGE AGRANOFF: We will -- why don't
14 wewait until a couple of witnesses have testified?
15 And that way you can get a sense as to whether or not
16 what you heard is consistent with what you would have
17 said. And, therefore, you can then sign that sheet
18 with that representation.
19 UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER: Will we havea
20 microphone to speak?
21 JUDGE AGRANOFF: And, again, as
22 Judge Marcelletti had indicated, we'll call both the
23 individua who is about to testify aswell asthe
24 person who's on deck. So that way you'll be prepared
25 to and know that you'll be next. Any other questions?
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1 UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER: Areyou holding
2 the signs from up there, the 30 and 1 minute?

3 JUDGE AGRANOFF: Yes.

4 JUDGE MARCELLETTI: Yes.

5 UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER: Y ou might want
6 to put them on the podium so they can see them.

7 JUDGE AGRANOFF: That'safair point.

8 Thank you. And we will now begin with the first name
9 that | have on thelist, which is Nissa Stump, and on
10 deck is Phyllis Minks.
11 And if | could please have you raise
12 your right hand? Do you solemnly swear or affirm that
13 thetestimony you're about to give in this proceeding
14 isthetruth?
15 MS. STUMP: Yes.
16 JUDGE AGRANOFF: Thank you. Please
17 state your full name and your address.
18 MS. STUMP: Nissa Stump, 3490 Maple
19 Grove Road, Marion, Ohio 43302.
20 JUDGE AGRANOFF: Thank you. And do you
21 live or work within the project area?
22 MS. STUMP: Yes. I'm directly across.
23 | live directly across the road from the project area.
24 JUDGE AGRANOFF: Okay. Would your home
25 actually be situated in the project area itself?

Page 20
1 development, and the aesthetic in our township
2 regarding commercia wind and solar.
3 On February 11, 2021, the Pleasant
4 Township Zoning Board voted no commercial solar under
5 50 megawatts. We had won as Chestnut Solar was
6 originaly planned for 48 megawatts.
7 Then in 2021, we learned that the
8 project had been proposed to the OPSB at 68 megawatts.
9 We are still wondering how and why the change.
10 Luckily, welearned that Senate Bill 52 would protect
11 uswith its passing on October 11, 2021.
12 But as we al know, the grandfather
13 clause is exactly why we are here tonight, so we
14 didn't sell. On June 7, 2022, the Pleasant Township
15 Trustees with the Marion County Commissioners passed a
16 resolution that no solar or windfarms considered major
17 utility would be considered in Pleasant Township.
18 Following our lead, seven other
19 townshipsin Marion County also passed resolutions.
20 The Marion County Commissioners also signed aletter
21 of engagement with Attorney Jack Van Kley on
22 September 6, 2022, to advise them in fighting Chestnut
23 Solar.
24 Wedid al of this before the public
25 information meeting on December 6, 2022. Shouldn't

Page 19
1 MS. STUMP: Yes.

2 JUDGE AGRANOFF: Thank you. Please

3 proceed.

4 WHEREUPON,

5 NISSA STUMP,

6 called as awitness and having been first duly sworn

7 totell the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but

8 thetruth, was examined and testified as follows:

9 DIRECT STATEMENT
10 MS. STUMP: Ohio Power Siting Board
11 members and staff, as the Chair of the Concerned
12 Citizens of Pleasant Township, LLC, I'm requesting on
13 behalf of our 100-plus members that you deny Chestnut
14 Solar's application for a certificate of environmental
15 compatibility asthere is no public need to construct
16 asolar power facility generation, electric generation
17 facility in Pleasant Township, Marion County, Ohio.
18 Our group was formed in late 2020 aswe
19 initially learned about this project. My husband and
20 1, dlong with a couple of our neighbors, went door to
21 door and invited all to gather in our backyard and
22 discuss what we knew about this solar facility.
23 Together we created a proposal for the Pleasant
24 Township Zoning Board to protect the health and safety
25 of residents, our property values, future land

Page 21
that have been enough to tell Chestnut Solar that our

community isn't interested? But no, they went forward
in submitting their official application on
March 2, 2023.

Thankfully, the Marion County
Commissioners with their advisory from Mr. Van Kley
passed aresolution on February 9, 2023, specifically
opposing Chestnut Solar as the construction and
operation of the facility would be incompatible with
the general health, safety, and welfare of the
residents of Marion County and, therefore, would not
serve the public interest, convenience, or necessity
of the residents of the county or the state of Ohio.

I've provided all of the resolutions
referenced to be added to the case. Unfortunately,
this still wasn't enough. And now here we are with
the county commissioners and our group of concerned
citizensintervening in this case.

While we can go on and on about the
reasons that we're against this project, afew that
are at the top of the list are the short- and long-
term health implications, the loss of property values,
the loss of fertile farmland, flooding, negative
24 effects on quality of drinking water, detrimental
25 effectson wildlife, increased noise, public safety,
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1 and the possible strain on our emergency services.
2 This project would directly affect the
3 health, safety, and security of our community. The
4 unknown long-term consequences of commercia solar
5 panel facilitiesis truthfully unknown. And no one
6 wants another Marion County environmental disaster on
7 their hands.
8 In the midst of all thisworry,
9 headache, and heartache | do have to say thank you.
10 Thank you for giving me areason to better know my
11 neighbors, my political representatives, and my
12 community. Marion County has been known for afew
13 different things. But the people of Marion County
14 should be known for their hard work, their grit, and
15 their unwillingness to give up.
16 Y ou see, we've been fighting this fight
17 for nearly four years, and now we're finally nearing
18 theend. Chestnut Solar has the audacity to ask for a
19 pause? When is enough enough? How loud do we have to
20 befor our voicesto be heard?
21 Ms. French and the board, if you want
22 to restore the public trust in the Public Utilities
23 Commission of Ohio, you have the opportunity to do so
24 starting right herein Marion County by denying
25 Chestnut Solar's application. Thank you.

Page 24
1 A Yes
2 Q Theway you used that term is not how the
3 project areais defined in the application, though;
4 true?
5 A No. Theproject areaislarger than the
6 actual area of the solar panels.
7 Q Yourunderstanding of the application is
8 that the project area encompasses both sides of Maple
9 Grove Road?

10 A Yes

11 MS. FLAHIVE: Nothing further.

12 JUDGE AGRANOFF: Thank you. Anything
13 more?

14 JUDGE MARCELLETTI: | do not.

15 JUDGE AGRANOFF: We appreciate your
16 testimony. Thank you. Please give the court

17 reporter -- and each of those pages have your name

18 noted on them?

19 (Exhibit 1 was marked for

20 identification.)

21 THE REPORTER: Okay. Hey, one minute.
22 Okay. | seeyour nameonit. Thank you. |

23
24
25

apologize.
JUDGE AGRANOFF: Okay. Next, we have
Phyllis Minks.

Page 23
1 JUDGE AGRANOFF: Ms. Stump, if | could

2 please have you wait until after we have the cross-
3 examination. You'restill --
4 THE REPORTER: Ms. Flahive wants to ask
5 you something.
6 JUDGE AGRANOFF: You're till with us.
7 MS. STUMP: No. | wasgoing to give
8 you my paper.
9 JUDGE AGRANOFF: Y ou can do that once
10 we're done.
11 MS. STUMP: Okay. Sorry.
12 JUDGE AGRANOFF: Yes. And now
13 Ms. Flahive, do you have any questions?

14 MS. FLAHIVE: Do you want me to use the
15 microphone, Judge?

16 JUDGE AGRANOFF: You might aswell.
17 THE REPORTER: There you go.

18 JUDGE MARCELLETTI: We're going to have
19 to shareamic.

20 CROSS-EXAMINATION

21 BY MS. FLAHIVE:

22 Q Just acouple questions.

23 A Yes

24 Q Doyourecal at the beginning of your

25 remarks using the term "project area'?

Page 25
1 MS. MINKS: Minks.

2 JUDGE AGRANOFF: Minks. I'm sorry.
3 And on deck is Harold Cooper.
4 Please raise your right hand. Do you
5 solemnly swear the testimony you're about to give in
6 this proceeding is the whole truth?
7 MS. MINKS: Yes.
8 JUDGE AGRANOFF: Thank you. Please
9 giveyour full name and address.
10 MS. MINKS: Phyllis Minks, 640 Newmans
11 Cardington Road East, Marion, Ohio 43302.
12 JUDGE AGRANOFF: Thank you. And do you
13 reside within the project area or work within the
14 project area?

15 MS. MINKS: Reside.

16 JUDGE AGRANOFF: Thank you.

17 JUDGE MARCELLETTI: Issheaparty to
18 the case?

19 JUDGE AGRANOFF: Areyou aparty to the
20 case?

21 MS. MINKS: | don't know what that

22 means.

23 JUDGE AGRANOFF: Areyou apart of one

24 of theintervener groups?
25 MS. MINKS: No. Wdll, I'm part of
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1 Concerned Citizens. 1 per staff report. That isway too close.
2 JUDGE AGRANOFF: Okay. Thank you. 2 A loss of wildlife and habitat during
3 Please proceed. But you yourself are not asan 3 and after construction. Thereisnot apublic need.
4 individua a party? 4 None of the electric generated stays here. No free
5 THE WITNESS: | am not an intervener. 5 electric for theresidents. Thisis prime farmland
6 No. 6 turned into an industrial zone or wasteland.
7 JUDGE AGRANOFF: Okay. 7 We moved into this area so as not to be
8 WHEREUPON, 8 near acommercia enterprise or an industrial area.
9 PHYLLIS MINKS, 9 We wanted peace and quiet. Thisisfarm country for
10 called as awitness and having been first duly sworn 10 growing crops. A solar farmisnot agricultural.
11 totell the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but 11 It'slike putting lipstick on apig.
12 the truth, was examined and testified as follows: 12 Our township road is narrow and not
13 DIRECT STATEMENT 13 constructed for heavy trucks and/or construction
14 MS. MINKS: | am stating my opposition 14 equipment. Theroad is already in poor shape,
15 to the Chestnut Solar project tonight. My husband and 15 breaking off at the edges with potholes, two 90-degree
16 | have lived in our home for over 20 years. Thisis 16 turnswith anarrow bridge at the Qu Qua Creek to
17 our dream home. The solar projectisnot in a 17 State Route 423. Weight limit on thisbridgeisin
18 convenient location. There are over 200 family homes 18 question.
19 inthearea. Many of these homes are million-dollar 19 Wein Pleasant Township pay taxes for
20 homes; aloss of property values with no benefits. 20 therepair. ODOT just closed access entirely to US-23
21 The representative from Chestnut Solar 21 at Bethlehem Road on April the 11th, 2024. This has
22 told usthat there would be a negative effect on our 22 dready increased traffic on Newmans Cardington Road
23 property values at the very first public meeting held 23 East.
24 at Waldo. This project islocated adjacent to US-23, 24 Water drainage problemsin our areaare
25 which isthe gateway to Marion. Thiswould be an 25 no secret. We had our yard tiled after we moved in
Page 27 Page 29
1 eyesore, not awelcoming sight. 1 many years ago with a sump pump that runs and runs,
2 Solar panels would project constant 2 seldom shutting off. We have observed extreme
3 sound day and night in the area, which will 3 flooding to the north of us that appears to be alake
4 potentially keep uslocked in our homes and may even 4 at times after arain. Disturbing the soil will only
5 drive some of uscrazy. Every resident in thisarea 5 make flooding worse.
6 hastheir own well for their drinking -- for their 6 From our home, water runoff goes to the
7 source of water. Toxic waters and runoff will 7 Qu Qua Creek, which dumps into the Delaware Reservoir,
8 compromise our drinking water. 8 definitely not sufficient drainage for our
9 On page 55, item 55 in the staff report 9 neighborhood and The Groves at the crossing area
10 detailing post-construction/operation conditions 10 homes. Sump pumps in the area, according to friends,
11 describes disposal of the solar panels mentioning 11 neighbors run even when it does not rain.
12 disposal methods designed to prevent leaching of 12 Solar panels are often made from
13 materiasinto soils and groundwater. Well, what 13 cadmium, tellurite, silicon thin film, gallium
14 happens to our groundwater from broken or damaged 14 arsenide among many other chemicals. More often than
15 panels during operation? 15 not, solar panels are made in foreign countries.
16 In my mind this tells me there are 16 JUDGE MARCELLETTI: Thirty seconds.
17 definitely hazardous materials in these panels and a 17 MS. MINKS: Gallium causestoxicity to
18 very great possibility that leaching of chemicalsinto 18 various organs including lungs, testes, kidneys,
19 our groundwater and Qu Qua Creek, which feedsinto the | 19 brain, and the immune system. The toxicity can be
20 Delaware Reservoir and serves as the water source for 20 attributed to synergistic toxic effects associated
21 Delaware County. 21 with gallium and arsenic.
22 Solar panels are too close to 22 What about smoke or fire from
23 residential family homes, very nice homes. Thereis 23 accidents, hailstorms, or tornadoes? What are the
24 only a 300-foot requirement for residences and only a 24 proven long-term effects? There will be negative
25 100-foot requirement from the residence property lines 25 effects short- and long-term for our health and our
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Page 30
1 families. We are asking Ohio Power Siting Board for

2 no vote on this project.

3 JUDGE AGRANOFF: Do you have

4 documentation as part of your testimony that you're
5 going to give to the court reporter and it has your

6 name?

7 MS. MINKS: Yes.

8 JUDGE AGRANOFF: Thank you.

9 THE REPORTER: Thank you very much.
10 (Exhibit 2 was marked for
11 identification.)
12 JUDGE AGRANOFF: Next we have Harol

13 Cooper, and on deck is Paul Cotton.

14 Please raise your right hand. Do you

15 solemnly swear the testimony you're about to give in
16 this proceeding isthe truth?

17 MR. COOPER: Yes.
18 JUDGE AGRANOFF: Thank you.
19 MR. COOPER: My nameis Harold Cooper

20 | live at 5198 Marion-Waldo Road. It's a Prospect
21 address and just a couple miles south of -- just right

Page 32

1 or Marion-Waldo Road and 23. There's 183 homes. |
2 personally counted them, okay. And I've got ared
3 concern about that. Who makes all these panels?
4 Where do these panels come from?
5 China makes roughly 76 percent of all
of the solar panels. The crazy thing isthey make
over 90 percent of all the components that go into all
the solar panels that everybody else makes. So China
isthe source for these solar panels. And | don't
know what you know about China or what's gone on, but
they're out to take the United States down. There's
nothing good coming from Chinato us, okay.

Solar panels depend on sunlight. When
the sun ain't shining, they don't work. If it'sa
cloudy day, they don't work, okay. On average, Marion
County has 174 days with sunshine. Wedon't liveina
desert. We don't livein a sunshine community. We
live where there's 174 days of sunshinein our
community.

Someinformation | pulled up: Solar
panels work when the sun isn't out. No. They don't

6
7
8
9

10
11
112
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21

22 near the intersection of Bethlehem and 423. 22 work when the sun isn't out, and they don't work at
23 JUDGE AGRANOFF: Do you live or work| 23 night either. They don't work when they're covered
24 within the project area? 24 with snow. And some of the problems you get into, a
25 MR. COOPER: Yes. | do. 25 lot of people have said, well, solar panels don't
Page 31 Page 33
1 JUDGE AGRANOFF: Which? 1 contaminate anything. They don't do this; they don't
2 MR. COOPER: | live. 2 dothat. That'snot true.
3 JUDGE AGRANOFF: Thank you. Areyou a 3 There's components in the solar panels

4 member of the Concerned Citizens interveners?
5 MR. COOPER: Yes.
6 JUDGE AGRANOFF: Areyou an individual

7 asanintervener in this proceeding?
8 MR. COOPER: No.
9 JUDGE AGRANOFF: Okay. Thank you.

10 Please proceed.

11 WHEREUPON,

12 HAROLD COOPER,

13 called as awitness and having been first duly sworn

14 to tell the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but

15 the truth, was examined and testified as follows:

16 DIRECT STATEMENT

17 MR. COOPER: Okay. | pulled alot of

18 information up. | don't have alot of flashy things

19 tosay. | grew up inthis community. | remember Bob

20 Zieg [ph] owned all that farmland there. And |

21 remember going over several times working with Bob and
22 his son John, Johnny and Tom, both of whom have passed
23 away. Thisisaresidential community.

24 | spent the time driving down through

25 therein from Myers Road south to Waldo in between 423

4 that when they're rained on if they happen to be

5 damaged, if they're not properly installed, if they're

6 not properly maintained, they will leach chemicals

7 into the soil.

8 Now, where we live | went out and

9 measured afew wells, so | could get the depth of the
10 water table. The depth of the water table in our area
11 isroughly about 26 to 29 feet. Y ou do that by taking
12 the cap off the well, dropping a string in it with a
13 bobber onit. And when the strong goes limp, that's
14 thetop of the water. That's -- that's where you are.
15 Sowe're not very deep.
16 And if these darn things start
17 contaminating the water, you don't fix that. You
18 know, you don't call aneighbor. You don't call a
19 mechanic. You don't call some plumber to comefix it.
20 You'restuck. And soyou've got al these homes and
21 dll that area with contaminated water.
22 Now, this contamination also comes off
23 of these panels while they're working in the form of
24 smoke or gases that we can't see. And whileyou're
25 inhaling this stuff, it can cause all kinds of
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1 problems: cancer, Alzheimer's, all kinds of diseases

2 from the gases we can't see.
3 Now, who's going to clean these panels?
4 Because being in an agriculture area, they're going to
5 get dirt on them. They're going to get bird poop on
6 them. Who's going to clean these things? Because
7 when they get dirty, they don't function very well.
8 You get the problems with them. Y ou get problems with
9 contamination and toxicity.
10 Hazardous waste testing on solar panels
11 indicatesthat different varieties of solar panels
12 have different metalsin them. And these
13 semiconductors are solder, cadmium, lead, al of which
14 are harmful to humans. None of it is good for us.
15 Also, the leaching of the material into the water is
16 irreversible. It's something you just can't fix. We
17 covered that alittle bit ago. And | mentioned the
18 fact that you get -- you get smoke come off these
19 solar panels. It'sinvisible[sic], and you can see
20 that aso.
21 Rain won't clean the solar panels.
22 When they get the dirt and dust on them, bird poop,
23 somebody's got to go clean them. Rainisn't going to
24 wash it off. And the more contaminated they get, the
25 worse -- the worse they become. What do we do when

Page 36

1 MULTIPLE SPEAKERS: Give her amic. We
2 can't hear back here what she hasto say.
3 JUDGE AGRANOFF: I'm sorry. | will

4 hand her the microphone in asecond. So, again, if
5 there's a question about whether an individual lives
6 within the project area, | would just ask Counsel to
7 on cross-examination, you can certainly seek that
8 clarification to bring out whatever point that you're
9 attempting to make.
10 MS. FLAHIVE: Y our Honor, my request
11 for clarification is whether the term "project area’
12 should refer to the area that Applicant has proposed
13 interms of the boundaries of those parcels.
14 JUDGE AGRANOFF: And you can seek
15 clarification of the witness as to where they reside

16 inrelationship to what you believe the project area

17 is.

18 MS. FLAHIVE: Thank you, Y our Honor.

19 UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER: If we could have

20 letter from you, then we'rein the project area;

21 correct?

22 JUDGE AGRANOFF: WEe're not going to be
23 having dialog back and forth.

Page 35
1 these solar panels have to wind up in the landfills

2 and haveto get replaced? It'sall bad. It'sabad

3 situation.

4 So I'm here stating that we need to

5 take astrong look at this, and | hope that the board

6 or whoever isresponsible will terminate this project.

7 You're destroying a beautiful area. Y ou're destroying

8 farmland, and there's nothing good coming out of this

9 thing for Marion. Thank you.
10 JUDGE AGRANOFF: Mr. Cotton [sic], if
11 you could please return to the witness stand for a --
12 MS. FLAHIVE: Your Honor, | don't have
13 cross for thiswitness.

14 JUDGE AGRANOFF: Okay.
15 MS. FLAHIVE: | wanted to request
16 clarification from the board as far as the use of the

17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

term "project ared’ because thus far, none of the
public comments have come from individuals within or
adjacent to the project area as defined in --

MULTIPLE SPEAKERS: What are you
talking about? The project area --

JUDGE AGRANOFF: One moment. One
moment. Excuse me. In order for thisto be orderly
public hearing with atranscript that can be properly
relied upon, | can't have people shouting out.

24 UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER: But | want to --
25 | want clarification for --
Page 37
1 THE REPORTER: Maam, | can't -- |
2 can't ascribe what you're speaking to right now to
3 the--
4 JUDGE AGRANOFF: We can't have dialog.
5 We cannot have these kinds of back-and-forth
6 discussions.
7 So Mr. Cotton?
8 MR. COOPER: I'm Cooper.
9 JUDGE AGRANOFF: Mr. Cotton?
10 MR. COTTON: That's me.
11 JUDGE AGRANOFF: Oh.
12 JUDGE MARCELLETTI: Mr. Cooper.
13 JUDGE AGRANOFF:. Mr. Cooper.

14 Mr. Cooper, I'm sorry. Do you have documentation that
15 you were going to be providing to the court reporter?
16 MR. COOPER: | can giveyou-- | can

17 giveyou these sheetsthat | prepared.

18 THE REPORTER: If you'd like, yeah.

19 JUDGE AGRANOFF: Please make sure that
20 your nameisidentified on each of those sheets.

21 Thank you.

22 (Exhibit 3 was marked for

23 identification.)

24 And at thistime, | will call

25 Mr. Cotton and Mr. Welch, Jeremy Welch, | believeis
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on deck.

MR. COOPER: They're stapled together.
Y ou can write my name wherever you want.

THE REPORTER: All right.

JUDGE AGRANOFF: Please come forward.
Please raise your right hand. Do you solemnly swear
or affirm that the testimony you're about to givein
this proceeding is the truth?

MR. COTTON: Yes. | do.

JUDGE AGRANOFF: Please state your full
name and address for the record.

MR. COTTON: Paul Cotton and | live at
3922 Maple Grove Road, Pleasant Township, Marion.

JUDGE AGRANOFF: And do you reside or
work within the project area?

MR. COTTON: | reside.

JUDGE AGRANOFF: And areyou an
intervener in this proceeding as an individual ?

MR. COTTON: No. I'm not.

JUDGE AGRANOFF: Areyou amember of
the Concerned Citizens Group?

MR. COTTON: Yes. | am.

JUDGE AGRANOFF: Thank you. Please
proceed.
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1 project in Pleasant Township. In 2003 my wife Linda
2 and |, we made afinancial and emotional investment
3 when we bought our house on Maple Grove Road. We
4 anticipated living in aquiet rural environment as
5 well as, hopefully, seeing the value of our home
6 appreciate over time.
7 Now 21 years later, instead of the
8 quiet country life we have enjoyed, we now find
9 ourselvesliving in the early chapters of a Stephen
10 King nightmare. Where we presently have a comfortable
11 and safe environment, we now face a future of
12 flooding, property value depreciation, and
13 environmental issues, the like of which haven't
14 existed before in Pleasant Township.
15 My concerns with the Chestnut project
16 are many. However, the time doesn't permit meto
17 addressall of them. Here are the most pressing
18 concernsfor me: the potential for flooding and
19 impact on septic systems along Maple Grove Road. The
20 fieldtilein Mr. Niedhart's field serves to not only
21 drain rainwater from the agricultural field but is
22 engineered to also assist the residential septic
23 systems along the east side of Maple Grove Road to
24 work efficiently.

25 /1 25 Since the only known maps of
Page 39 Page 41

1 WHEREUPON, 1 Mr. Niedhart'sfield tile system were destroyed in a

2 PAUL COTTON, 2 barn firefive or six years ago, it isinevitable that

3 called as awitness and having been first duly sworn 3 without the maps to guide the construction crews, the

4 totell the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but 4 field tileswill be impacted during construction by

5 the truth, was examined and testified as follows: 5 the grading, digging, compacting, and driving a post

6 DIRECT STATEMENT 6 into the ground.

7 MR. COTTON: I'm here tonight to 7 These actions will, at the very least,

8 express my opposition to the Chestnut Solar project in 8 severely damage the existing tiles, if not destroy the

9 Pleasant Township. In 2003 my wife -- 9 tile system rendering it uselessin draining water.
10 MULTIPLE SPEAKERS: We can't hear you. 10 With the damage to the tile system, the result will be
11 THE REPORTER: | would ask that you 11 atoxic mixture of standing rainwater and raw sewage
12 speak into the microphone, sir, and speak up loudly 12 poolsin the yards of Maple Grove Road residents.
13 and clearly. 13 Environmental hazards can take many
14 MR. COTTON: Okay. Can you hear me 14 forms. Not only can they be toxic poop, toxic pools
15 now? 15 of sewage, but they can also be present in the form of
16 UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER: No. 16 noise hazards. Noise from solar farm inverters and
17 MR. COTTON: No? 17 transformers are regularly measured in the range of
18 JUDGE MARCELLETTI: Hold on, folks. 18 74 to 78 decibels at a one-mile distance from the
19 So you're going to really have to 19 solar farm inverter. Thisisthe equivalent to a
20 project. 20 dishwasher or washing machine running 24 hours a day,
21 MR. COTTON: Okay. Canyou hear me 21 7 daysaweek in your house.
22 now? 22 Reduce the distance to a couple hundred
23 UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER: Yes. No. 23 feet in the case of the Lehner home or a quarter to a
24 MR. COTTON: All right. I'm here 24 half amilein the case of Maple Grove residences, and

25 tonight to express my opposition to the Chestnut Solar

25 you have atoxic level of noise surrounding you
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1 equivalent to afreight train, aprinting press, or a
2 garbage truck in your living room 24 by 7. Thatisin
3 the range that can cause mental stress issues.
4 Lastly but maybe the largest concernis
5 the potential for property value decreasing. It's
6 impossible to predict exactly how much my property
7 will depreciate when the solar farm isbuilt. There's
8 lots of information on the internet, but most of it is
9 from energy-related sources and paints a heavily
10 biased picturein the form of -- in the favor, rather,
11 of solar farms.
12 Thereality ishow can you sell a
13 $450,000 home with atoxic pool of raw sewage and
14 rainwater in the backyard that also has a background
15 noiselevel of agarbage truck or afreight train
16 24 by 7? There's only one conclusion can be drawn,
17 and that is home values along Maple Grove will go down
18 dramatically.
19 Marion County and Pleasant Township, in
20 particular, don't need excessive noise or toxic
21 drainage, environmental disasters, nor a drastic
22 reduction of property values al due to an unneeded
23 and unwanted solar field. In conclusion, please take
24 my concerns into consideration when you make your
25 decision on this project and vote against the Chestnut

Page 44

MR. WELCH: My nameis Jeremy Welch. |
live at 3331 East Augusta Drive in McConnelsville,
Ohio. | do not livein the area, but | do work in the
area.

JUDGE AGRANOFF: When you say "the
area," you're referring to the project area?

MR. WELCH: Yes.

JUDGE AGRANOFF: And are you a member

9 of one of theintervening entities or are you yourself

10 asanindividua an intervener?

O ~NO O WDN PR

11 MR. WELCH: No. I'm not.
12 JUDGE AGRANOFF: Okay. Please proceed.
13 MR. WELCH: Thank you.

14 WHEREUPON,

15 JEREMY WELCH,

16 called as awitness and having been first duly sworn
17 totell the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but

18 thetruth, was examined and testified as follows:

19 DIRECT STATEMENT

20 MR. WELCH: SoI'm abusinessrep for
21 the carpenters union. And one of the thingsthat | do
22 asabusinessrep is represent memberswho livein
23 various areas of this state. We have over 130 union
24 brothers who live and work in this county. Asa

25 business rep, | come from a small town in southeastern

Page 43

Solar project. Thank you.

JUDGE AGRANOFF: Any questions,
Counsel?

MS. FLAHIVE: No.

JUDGE AGRANOFF: Mr. Cotton, if you
have any additional documents --

MR. COTTON: | gave two copies up here
at the front desk.

JUDGE AGRANOFF: We need the court
reporter to actually have documentation.

JUDGE MARCELLETTI: Hesaid he gave us
acopy. Yeah. We have Mr. Cotton's and photos
accompanying, sir?

© 00N UL WDN PR
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14 (Exhibit 4 was marked for

15 identification.)

16 THE REPORTER: Thank you.

17 JUDGE AGRANOFF: Thank you, Mr. Cotton.
18 Next, we'll have Jeremy Welch, and on

19 deck isKay Lamb.

20 Please raise your right hand. Do you

21 solemnly swear or affirm the testimony you're about to
22 givein thisproceeding is true?

23 MR. WELCH: | do.

N
i

JUDGE AGRANOFF: Please state your full
name and address.

N
[&)]
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1 Ohio where work is scarce. You can't buy ajob. My

2 memberstravel over two hoursto go to work. And |
3 imagine there's several people who live in this county
4 who do the same: travel aways for work.
5 As arepresentative for the carpenters
6 union, any time | can get workers close to home, |
7 takethat opportunity. This Chestnut Solar field is
8 an opportunity to put carpentersto work. A 65-
9 megawatt solar field will put roughly 100 people,
10 carpenters, to work on that field, and over half of
11 them will be apprentices.
12 So that means young men and women who
13 liveinthis-- this areawill have the opportunity to
14 joint our apprenticeship program where they'll learn
15 not only solar installation. But they're also going
16 to learn copper form work, scaffolding, blueprint
17 reading, metal studs and drywall, the skills that we
18 can provide that they can have a 30-year career and
19 thenretire. That's our goal.
20 S0 as arepresentative for the
21 carpenters union, we support this Chestnut Solar
22 project. We'd likefor you to take into consideration
23 thejobsthat thisis going to provide. Thank you.
24 JUDGE AGRANOFF: Thank you.
25 Any questions of the witness?
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1 MS. FLAHIVE: Yes, Your Honor.

2 CROSS-EXAMINATION

3 BY MS. FLAHIVE:

4 Q Thankyou, sir. Couldyou elaborate just a

5 little bit about what concerns your members havein

6 the event that a certificate is denied for this

7 project?

8 A Aot of my membersare going to haveto

9 continue traveling for work. When you haveto travel
10 for work, you missthings. And | tell alot of my
11 members, especially around Mother's Day, you know,
12 everybody talks about a mother's love, but nobody
13 talks about afather's sacrifice: having to drive,
14 you know, two -- two hours to work in the morning and
15 at night. You're missing ballgames. Y ou're missing
16 birthday parties. Y ou're missing dance recitals. You
17 know thisisan opportunity for those fathersto get
18 home -- even mothers, you know -- to see their
19 children, to see their family grow.
20  Q Andyou have memberswho live within two
21 hours or less than two hours of the project area?
22 A Oh, yeah. We have 130-plus members who live
23 in Marion County.
24 MS. FLAHIVE: Thank you.
25 JUDGE AGRANOFF: | would like to remind

Page 48
1 state your full name and address for the record.

2 MS. LAMB: My nameisKay Lamb, 3096

3 Neidhart Road, Marion, Ohio 43302.

4 JUDGE AGRANOFF: And are you a member

5 of one of theintervening entities, or are you

6 yourself an intervener in this proceeding?

7 MS. LAMB: No.

8 JUDGE AGRANOFF: And do you reside or

9 work within the project area?

10 MS. LAMB: Yes.

11 JUDGE AGRANOFF: Which?

12 MS. LAMB: | reside.

13 JUDGE AGRANOFF: Okay. Thank you.

14 Please proceed.

15 WHEREUPON,

16 KAY LAMB,

17 called as awitness and having been first duly sworn
18 totell the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but

19 the truth, was examined and testified as follows:

20 DIRECT STATEMENT

21 MS. LAMB: Okay. To members of the
22 Ohio Power Siting Board, | am opposed to this solar
23 project going forward in Pleasant Township, Marion,
24 Ohio. There are many homes and farms that will be
25 affected by this project in avery negative way.

Page 47
everybody that because we do have alarge group of

1

2 people here and we have alimited number of

3 microphones, if you could please make sure that any of
4 the crosstalk does not occur while the witnessis

5 testifying so that we're able to all hear what is

6 being said. That would be much appreciated.

7 In addition, | would point out we do

8 have a couple of empty seats still if those of you

9 that are standing in the back would prefer to be

10 seated, we do have some empty seats.

11 Do you have any documentation,

12 Mr. Welch, that you want to give the court reporter?
13 MR. WELCH: No. | donot.

14 JUDGE AGRANOFF: Okay. Then thank you
15 for your testimony.

16 Next, we have Kay Lamb and on deck is
17 Georgia--

18 MS. CACKLER: Cackler.

19 JUDGE AGRANOFF: -- Cackler. Thank
20 you.

21 Please raise your right hand. Do you

22 solemnly swear or affirm that the testimony you're
23 about to give in this proceeding is the truth?

24 MS. LAMB: Yes.

25 JUDGE AGRANOFF: Thank you. Please

Page 49
1 There are many familiesinvolved, especially on

2 Owens Road, Maple Grove Road, Myers Road,
3 Newman-Cardington Road, Neidhart Road, Somerlot
4 Hoffman Road, and all the subdivisions of Southern
5 Estates, Maplewood, and The Groves at Newman's
6 Crossing.
7 We have attended many meetings with
8 Chestnut Solar representatives and have vehemently
9 expressed why we do not want a solar project in our
10 midst. Thewildlife, including birds that we enjoy,
11 will be gone. Our home values, which we have worked
12 hard for, will most certainly be drastically reduced.
13 The constant noise level we will be exposed to will be
14 intolerable. Our wells, which we depend on totally,
15 will be in danger of contamination.
16 Chestnut Solar, LLC, says none of this
17 will happen. We know it isareal possibility that it
18 could happen. Our Marion County commissioners have
19 sent in two resolutions, one actually mentioning
20 Chestnut Solar, LLC, by name that the citizens of
21 Pleasant Township do not want a solar facility so
22 closeto them.
23 Our Pleasant Township trustees have
24 sent in aresolution stating the same. Also, the
25 Marion County Regional Planning Commission has
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submitted a resolution stating areal concern and that

isavery poor location for this project, asit would
sit in the middle of many homes and farms.

There are many who oppose this project
and for good reason. Solar panels contain hazardous
materials such as cadmium, tellurite, lead, and
arsenic, which can leach into the soil and water and
pollute the environment during disposal which could
occur at the 25.30-year timeframe or if panels are
damaged in the interim from hail or tornadoes. The
damage would be done too late to keep it from our
field tiles and drinking water. We depend on our
wells for everything.

Construction of solar facilities on
large areas of land requires cleaning and grading of
soil and results in soil compaction, potential
alternation for drainage tiles, and increased runoff
and erosion. This can significantly impact local
biodiversity by displacing local wildlife and birds
and destroy natural ecosystems.

Thereisacell tower on Richland [ph]
Road, which services all the citizensin this area.
The proposed solar project will completely sit between
the cell tower and these citizens. Some solar panels
are built in metal frames and other conductive

Page 52
1 JUDGE AGRANOFF: If you could make

2 sure, please, that your nameison all of that
3 documentation.

4 (Exhibit 6 was marked for
5 identification.)
6 THE REPORTER: Thank you, maam.
7 JUDGE AGRANOFF: Next we have Georgia
8 Cackler?
9 MS. CACKLER: Cackler.
10 JUDGE AGRANOFF: Cackler? Thank you.
11 And on deck will be Valerie Witten?
12 Wigton?
13 MS. WIGTON: Wigton.
14 JUDGE AGRANOFF: Wigton.
15 THE REPORTER: How do you spell your
16 name, maam?
17 MS. CACKLER: Me?
18 THE REPORTER: Yes.
19 MS. CACKLER: C-A-C-K-L-E-R.
20 THE REPORTER: Thank you.
21 JUDGE AGRANOFF: Please raise your

22 right hand. Do you solemnly swear the testimony
23 you're about to give at this proceeding is the truth?
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materials that can block or weaken cell signals.

Additionally, solar panels can create a
physical barrier between the cell tower and the
location where the signal is needed, causing
significant loss or interference in transmission.

This could affect thisentire area. Many people here

count exclusively on their cell phones. Our lack of

good communication could create very serious problems.
| have afarm, which is adjacent to

this proposed solar project. | am very concerned

about the crops we produce, thetiling, et cetera,

that also if these crops were contaminated, areal

possihility, we would lose our livelihood.

We are asking for your no vote to move
this project forward in Pleasant Township, Marion,
Ohio. Please listen to our real concerns and help us
keep our homes and farms in this beautiful areaas
they are. Thank you.

JUDGE AGRANOFF: Thank you.

Any cross-examination?

MS. FLAHIVE: No.

JUDGE AGRANOFF: Ms. Lamb, do you have
any documentation as part of your testimony that you'd
like to have as part of the record?

MS. LAMB: Yes.

24 MS. CACKLER: Yes.
25 JUDGE AGRANOFF: Thank you. Please
Page 53
1 state your full name and address for the record.
2 MS. CACKLER: Oh, man, | just brokeit.
3 All right. Canyou hear me?
4 THE REPORTER: Hold on.
5 MS. CACKLER: Sorry. Shouldn't have
6 touched it.
7 Okay. My nameis GeorgiaD. Cackler.
8 | live at 3694 Maple Grove Road, Marion, Ohio 43302.
9 JUDGE AGRANOFF: And do you either live

10 or work within the project area.

11 MS. CACKLER: Oh, I livewithin the

12 project area.

13 JUDGE AGRANOFF: Okay. And areyou a
14 member of the Concerned Citizens?

15 MS. CACKLER: Yes. | am.

16 JUDGE AGRANOFF: Areyou yourself asan
17 individual an intervener in this proceeding?

18 MS. CACKLER: No.

19 JUDGE AGRANOFF: Okay. Please proceed.
20 Thank you.

21 WHEREUPON,

22 GEORGIA CACKLER,

23 called as awitness and having been first duly sworn
24 totell the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but

25 the truth, was examined and testified as follows:
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1 DIRECT STATEMENT

2 MS. CACKLER: Okay. | havelived on
3 thisroad for 44 years, 12 years on the south end and
4 32 yearson the north end. | am here to speak against
5 the solar field due to the water problems we havein
6 thisarea
7 We are not only -- we are not the only
8 house that suffers from rainwater just standing on top
9 of theground. The area of the Chestnut Solar field
10 includes over 200 housesif you include Southern
11 Estatesinthere. And many of us have problemswith
12 standing water or backed-up water.
13 Thefield has been tiled since | lived
14 there, and still the water problems persist. If it
15 rains hard or rains over several days, the water
16 stinks. Thisisn't just a spring and summer problem.
17 We've had standing water in January. This problem
18 happens year after year.
19 | am concerned since we found research
20 suggesting the drilling to set up the solar panels
21 could further destroy what littletiling is there, and
22 the standing water problem will get worse. I've
23 brought afew pictures of what it looks like. This
24 oneisstraight out my back door.
25 This oneislooking north out my back

Page 56
1 reduced version of those photos?
2 MS. CACKLER: No. | didn't bring them.
3 I'm sorry.
4 JUDGE AGRANOFF: Okay. That's okay.
5 Thank you.
6 (Exhibit 7 was marked for
7 identification.)
8 Next, we have Valerie Wigton, and on
9 deck is--
10 THE REPORTER: How do you spell your

11 last name?

12 MS. PRASAD: AnjanaPrasad.

13 JUDGE AGRANOFF: Thank you.

14 THE REPORTER: How do you spell?

15 MS. WIGTON: W-1-G-T-O-N.

16 THE REPORTER: Thank you.

17 JUDGE AGRANOFF: Pleaseraise your --
18 MS. WIGTON: V-A-L-E-R-I-E.

19 JUDGE AGRANOFF: Please raise your

20 right hand. Do you solemnly swear or affirm that the
21 testimony you're about to givein this proceeding is
22 thetruth?

23 MS. WIGTON: | do.

24 JUDGE AGRANOFF: Thank you. Please
25 state for the record your full name and address.

Page 55
1 door. Thisoneislooking south at my back door down

2 to MyersRoad. And thisoneisapicture of my

3 granddaughter's 4-H goats being drug out of 21 inches
4 deep water that came up overnight. And let me tell

5 you, goats don't swim. Thank you for your time. Got
6 lots of picturesif you guys need them.

7 JUDGE AGRANOFF: Any questions?
8 MS. FLAHIVE: Yes, Your Honor.
9 CROSS-EXAMINATION
10 BY MS. FLAHIVE:
11 Q Thank you, maam. If you were to be assured
12 that the project could alleviate that kind of flooding
13 that your property is experiencing, would you continue
14 to opposeit?
15 A Yes | would. | have other problemswith
16 it. | just wanted to talk to the water because other
17 people are talking to the other problems.
18 MS. FLAHIVE: Nothing further.
19 JUDGE AGRANOFF: Ms. Cackler, you're
20 going to give the photos to the court reporter?
21 MS. CACKLER: Yeah.
22 JUDGE AGRANOFF: Thank you.
23 Ms. Cackler?
24 MS. CACKLER: Yes?
25 JUDGE AGRANOFF: Might you havea

Page 57
1 MSWIGTON: Valerie Adler Wigton,

2 3052 Conrad's Trace, Marion, Pleasant Township,
3 Marion, Ohio 43302.

4 JUDGE AGRANOFF: And do you live or
5 work within the project area?
6 MSWIGTON: | live within the project
7 area
8 JUDGE AGRANOFF: Thank you. And are
9 you amember of the Concerned Citizens intervening
10 group?
11 MSWIGTON: Yes, | am, proudly.

12 JUDGE AGRANOFF: Areyou also an
13 individual intervener in this proceeding?

14 MSWIGTON: No. | am not.

15 JUDGE AGRANOFF: Please proceed.
16 WHEREUPON,

17 VALERIE WIGTON,

18 called as awitness and having been first duly sworn
19 to tell the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but

20 the truth, was examined and testified as follows:

21 DIRECT STATEMENT

22 MSWIGTON: | am speaking tonight on
23 behalf of myself and my husband Dan, who isill an
24 unable to attend this evening.

25 First, the term "solar farm" istruly
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1 deceptive. What Chestnut Solar is proposing is not
2 any kind of farm aswe know it but an energy utility
3 company removing award-winning, high-producing quality
4 farmland out of food production, disturbing habitats,
5 infecting waterways, damaging tiles, draining the
6 land, overall disrupting itsintegrity.
7 It's not that | oppose smart solar
8 energy development. It'sthe location of this
9 project. More than 200 homeowners and their families
10 live adjacent to the proposed project and would be
11 directly impacted. We cannot afford to risk health or
12 environmental issues caused by the installation of
13 thousands of solar panels.
14 One such adverse effect is the creation
15 of heat islands. According to arecent report by
16 energy researchers at four universitiesin the Midwest
17 and | quote, "The understanding of energy balance, how
18 heat movesin and out of ecosystems that change from
19 natural to built settings such asasolar farm, isa

Page 60
1 farm.

2 Finally, when this project became
3 public knowledge years after the contract was signed
4 between the landowners and the solar utility company,
5 both the Marion County Commissioners and the Pleasant
6 Township Trustees voted against it and similar future
7 projects. Just as any company would have to adhere to
8 local zoning laws, what if ametal processing
9 facility, anuclear company, or acommercial dragstrip
10 wanting to be built in Pleasant Township? They would
11 haveto follow the law. So should Chestnut Solar.
12 Quoting staff recommendations of the
13 Ohio Power Siting Board, the board should deny the
14 applicant's request for a certificate dueto its
15 inability to establish at least one of the eight
16 statutory criteria. Specifically, staff recommends
17 the board find that the applicant has failed to
18 establish whether the facility will serve the public
19 interest, convenience, and necessity as required.

20 big gamechanger for the future. 20 Like Senator Matt Huffman has said,
21 "Consider how solar panels absorb and 21 "Innovative energy technology is aways welcomein the
22 reflect certain types of radiation, which preventsthe 22 state of Ohio but not at the expense of rural
23 soil beneath from cooling like it would under a 23 communities who do not want them." Please vote
24 regular night sky. Doesit not make more sense to 24 against this project. Thank you.
25 encourage state and national leaders to develop solar 25 JUDGE AGRANOFF: Any questions from
Page 59 Page 61
on abandoned industrial sites, landfills, degraded 1 Counsel?
land, rooftops, and parking lots? 2 MS. FLAHIVE: Yes.
"According to the Department of Energy, 3 CROSS-EXAMINATION

if combined, all of these could in theory meet nearly
80 percent of the nation's electricity needs only if

6 there were government incentivesto do so." Thisis

7 from an articlein The New Y ork Times dated

8 September 20, 2022.

9 But what about all the money that the
10 project supposedly will generate for our schools? |
11 point out another article in Reuter'sin which a Texas
12 community rallied against and won so-called millions
13 of dollarsin tax revenue over decades promised by the
14 solar company. They knew the project would undermine
15 theregion'srura culture and create just afew
16 permanent jobs.
17 We, the Concerned Citizens of Pleasant
18 Township, agree that a solid residential tax base
19 provided by homeownership is the best solution. The
20 need for more homesis here. The Ohio Building
21 Industry Association, which represents over 90 percent
22 of homebuildersin Central Ohio, including Marion,
23 sayswhen it comes to housing, Marion is the next
24 frontier. And that frontier is Southern Marion
25 County, Pleasant Township, for homes, not for a solar

g B~ WN P

4 BY MS. FLAHIVE:

5 Q Justtoclarify, isyour residentia

6 property adjacent to where the proposed solar array

7 is-- will be sited?

8 A Yes ltisintheproject area. We have

9 received regular communication from Chestnut Solar
10 just recently.
11 Q Soljustwanttoask afew questions
12 regarding your points on zoning. | understand your
13 opposition to the project is based on the project's
14 perceived impacts; isthat fair?
15 A Perhaps.
16 Q Andwhenitcomesto zoning, you feel that
17 Pleasant Township's zoning resolution affords your
18 property adequate protection?
19 A Itdepends. We have had to have
20 conversations with the zoning board on several issues.
21 Q Yourealize, though, that currently that
22 adjacent property is zoned agricultural, A1; true?
23 A Which property are you referring to?
24 Q Thepropertiesfor which the solar arrays
25 are proposed that would be adjacent.
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1 A Zonedagriculture? I'm not aware of what
2 thecurrent zoning is. | would assumeit is zoned
3 agricultural.
4 Q Soyou'renot aware of the array of uses
5 that would be permitted on the land as it exists now?
6 A Nocomment.
7 MS. FLAHIVE: Nothing further.
8 JUDGE AGRANOFF: Thank you.
9 Ms. Wigton?
10 MS. WIGTON: Yes. | have provided the
11 materialsin advance.
12 JUDGE AGRANOFF: Thank you.
13 MS. WIGTON: Thefirst line has my name
14 onit.
15 JUDGE AGRANOFF: Appreciateit. Just
16 confirming that that isit. Yes.
17 (Exhibit 8 was marked for
18 identification.)
19 THE REPORTER: Thank you.
20 JUDGE AGRANOFF: Beforewe call the

21 next witness, which is Ms. Prasad, | wanted to make

22 surethat at this point in time if you have heard

23 testimony from the prior nine witnesses that sound

24 very similar to the types of issues and thoughts that

25 you were going to be conveying through your testimony

1
2
3
4

(&)

14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

JUDGE AGRANOFF: Thank you. Please

state your full name and address for the record.

MS. PRASAD: AnjanaPrasad, 883 Edwards

Glen, Marion, Ohio.

THE REPORTER: Can you spell your last

name, maam?
MS. PRASAD: Prasad, P-R-A-S-A-D.
JUDGE AGRANOFF: And do you either
or work within the project area?
MS. PRASAD: | live.

JUDGE AGRANOFF: And are you a member

of the Concerned Citizens intervening group?
MS. PRASAD: Yes.
JUDGE AGRANOFF: Areyou asan
individual an intervener in this proceeding?
MS. PRASAD: No.

JUDGE AGRANOFF: Thank you. Please

proceed.
WHEREUPON,

ANJANA PRASAD,
called as awitness and having been first duly sworn
to tell the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but
the truth, was examined and testified as follows:

DIRECT STATEMENT

MS. PRASAD: Good evening, ladies and

Page 64

live
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1 and you would, therefore, prefer to simply file or to
2 sign asheet that we'll have up at the table where our
3 staff isreflecting the fact that you're in support of
4 the testimony that's been provided previoudly -- that
5 iseither in favor of or against the project, you can
6 do so.
7 And, therefore, when we call your name,
8 simply say that you're willing to passin terms of
9 giving your testimony tonight. Y ou have that as an
10 option if you so desire, so | did want to let you know
11 that choice that you have in case that's how you
12 wanted to proceed. And at this point?
13 JUDGE MARCELLETTI: Beforewe start,
14 Judge, the microphone fell off.
15 Mike, do you want to double check it?
16 THE REPORTER: Yeah. Thank you. |
17 apologize.
18 JUDGE MARCELLETTI: The court reporter
19 has another mic.
20 THE REPORTER: | think we're okay.
21 JUDGE AGRANOFF: Please raise your
22 right hand. Do you solemnly swear or affirm that the
23 testimony you're about to givein this proceeding is
24 thetruth?
25 MS. PRASAD: | do.

1
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gentlemen. | livein Pleasant Township. | strongly
oppose the solar farm project because the risks and
harm of the solar farm project far outweighs any
perceived benefits.

| am anaturalized U.S. citizen who
fell in love with Ohio for its agricultural land. My
husband and | moved to Marion because of the lush
green agricultural land and fresh air and wonderful
habitat for birds and animals.

However, if solar farms are installed,
it could become a hostile place for habitat. And
almost instantly, the birds and animals will vanish.
Our quality of life will diminish for sure.

According to a 2023 environmental
impact report in California, the distance from the
residential homes should be a minimum of half ami
but required suggestion is 1.2 miles. But in our
case, it would be literally in our backyard, perhaps
less than 20 feet away from our birdfeeder.

According to arecent research paper

published on January 15, 2024, in Science Direct, the

impacts of solar farms adversely affected natural
ecosystems and biodiversity. It led to vegetation
destruction and intensified desertification.

My husband and | work in

Page 65

le,
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1 Bellefontaine, and we enjoy taking the backroads on

2 State Route -- State Road 47. Therolling hills with

3 beautiful green fieldsis breathtaking. Suddenly, in

4 the past year or so we were horrified to see the

5 changes that had occurred.

6 State Route 47 between Richland and

7 West Mansfield is now littered with solar farms. |

8 present to you the pictures of the national landscape

9 and topography of the area. In stark contrast, please
10 seethe photos of the fence built around the solar
11 farm on State Road 47. It isan ugly and shocking
12 reminder of the devastation that people are capable of
13 making.
14 The fence has a huge bolt and alocking
15 mechanism with asign "Danger, Electrical Hazard."
16 The beautiful greenery is replaced with ugly gravel in
17 the perimeter. The flora and fauna has disappeared
18 atogether.
19 To compound the problem, consider the
20 violent storms of Ohio, the terrible devastation

Page 68
JUDGE AGRANOFF: Cross-examination?

1
2 MS. FLAHIVE: Yes, Your Honor.
3 CROSS-EXAMINATION
4 BY MS. FLAHIVE:
5 Q Residential development would destroy the
6 lush, green agricultural lands; true?
7 A True
8 Q You'rehoping that theland for which the
9 project is proposed will just remain asit is?
10 A Asagricultural, yes, because that reason we
11 choseto livethere.

12 Q Andthat's because that's how you like it;

13 true?

14 A True

15 UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER: That's very
16 vague.

17 JUDGE AGRANOFF: Excuse me.

18 Do you have any documentation that

19 you'd like to leave the court reporter? And isyour
20 nameidentified on that documentation?

21 caused by the recent tornado at Indian Lake warns us 21 MS. PRASAD: Yes.

22 about the risk of solar farm in close proximity to a 22 JUDGE AGRANOFF: Thank you.

23 residential area. Just imagine the debris flying all 23 (Exhibit 9 was marked for

24 over our neighborhood. Our bedroom and living room 24 identification.)

25 windows will shatter in an instant should the debris 25 /1

Page 67 Page 69

1 strikeit. 1 JUDGE MARCELLETTI: Thank you. We have
2 | present to you an internet downloaded 2 next Dr. Prasad who is going to testify. And on deck

3 photos of the solar farm destroyed by stormsin
4 another society. | present to you another photo of an
5 abandoned solar farm. Consider this. United States
6 isindebt crisiswith the International Monetary
7 Fund. Asaresult, thereisapotential for several
8 companiesto go out of business. If that has aripple
9 effect on the economy and the owners of the solar
10 farmsfile bankruptcy, imagine the terrible outcomes
11 of vandalism in abandoned solar farms.
12 Ladies and gentlemen of the board and
13 the audience, the scenarios | presented are not just
14 hypothetical. These are factual experiences of other
15 societiesthat are very regretful of their actions
16 now. If wedon't learn from the mistakes of other
17 societies, we will bring upon our own destruction and
18 demise, not just rhetorically but literally.
19 These solar farmsin process of serving
20 theinterests of few pockets will permanently and
21 irreversibly ruin the natural resources of Marion and
22 our beautiful Ohio. On behalf of the residents of
23 Pleasant Township, | vehemently oppose the solar farms
24 because they will not meet the needs, convenience, and
25 the necessity of the community. Thank you.

3 | have a Jenica Runkle?

4 Ms. Runkle, you'll be next on deck.

5 Good evening, sir. If you'll please

6 raiseyour right hand. Do you swear or affirm that

7 thetestimony you are about to provide will be the

8 truth?

9 DR. PRASAD: | do.
10 JUDGE MARCELLETTI: Thank you. Please
11 state and spell your name for the record.
12 DR. PRASAD: My nameisDr. Shiva
13 Prasad, S-H-1-V asin Victor, A asin aardvark,
14 Prasad, P-R-A-S-A-D.
15 JUDGE MARCELLETTI: Thank you.
16 Apologies, Doctor. Did you provide your address for
17 therecord aready?
18 DR. PRASAD: I'm going to provide.
19 Shall | start?
20 JUDGE MARCELLETTI: Please provide your
21 address.
22 DR. PRASAD: 883 Edwards Glen, Marion,
23 Ohio 43302.
24 JUDGE MARCELLETTI: Do you live or work
25 within the project area, sir?
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1 DR. PRASAD: Livewithin the project
2 area.
3 JUDGE MARCELLETTI: Areyou aparty or
4 amember to the Concerned Citizens Group, sir?
5 DR. PRASAD: | am amember of the
6 Concerned Citizens Group.
7 JUDGE MARCELLETTI: And you are not an
8 individual intervener; correct?
9 DR. PRASAD: No.
10 JUDGE MARCELLETTI: Okay. You may

11 proceed, Sir.

12 WHEREUPON,

13 DR. SHIVA PRASAD,

14 called as awitness and having been first duly sworn
15 to tell the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but

16 the truth, was examined and testified as follows:

17 DIRECT STATEMENT

18 DR. PRASAD: My nameisDr. Shiva

19 Prasad. I'm aresident at 883 Edwards Glen, Marion,
20 Ohio. I'm strongly opposed to this solar farm project
21 because of scientific reasoning rather than an emotive
22 response. I'm apracticing physician and psychiatrist
23 in Bellefontaine, Ohio, and have resided in Pleasant
24 Township for the past 11 years to enjoy the pristine
25 surroundings and tranquil lifein rural Ohio.

Page 72
1 years.
2 Number three, solar panels with
3 inverters also cause noise and light pollution. The
4 inverters could cause noise of up to 45 decibels,
5 which can be accentuated to 70 decibels at night due
6 to the blowing wind mimicking the sound of a running
7 motorcycle, thus resulting in sleep disturbances.
8 Asapracticing physician and a
9 psychiatrist, I'm fully aware of the disturbancesin
10 dleep affecting mental health. Poor sleep leadsto
11 depression, anxiety, poor focus and concentration
12 affecting the quality of life. Poor performancein
13 work dueto lack of concentration can lead to
14 industrial accidents.
15 Number four, destruction of trees and
16 local vegetation can result in major contamination of
17 water aswe al saw in the contamination of
18 Chattahoochee River in Alabama from solar farms
19 installation in 2018.
20 Number five, solar panels when
21 electrified can lead to fire hazard stretching the
22 local fire department's ability to extinguish fires,
23 thus possibly leading to deadly accidentsin the
24 Pleasant Township neighborhood.
25 Due to the above reasons with

Page 71
1 The building of solar farmswill be an

2 industrial assault on residents of Pleasant Township
3 in enjoying the natural farmland surroundings,
4 wildlife including birds, squirrels, deer, rabbits,
5 and occasiona sightings of raccoons and coyotes on a
6 wintry day. The negative impact of solar farms are
7 many, and the following are the reasons which | would
8 liketo enumerate and elaborate.
9 Number one, hazardous chemicalsin
10 solar panels contain sulfuric acid, hydrochloric acid,
11 and silicon tetrachloride. When silicon tetrachloride
12 comesin contact with environment due to strong storms
13 aswe experienced in the recent weeks, can cause
14 damage to digestive, reproductive, nervous systems and
15 can cause skin rashes, eyeirritation, and respiratory
16 infections.
17 Number two, electromagnetic
18 hypersensitivity from solar panels can cause skin
19 rashes, seep disturbances leading to poor mental
20 health. Low-frequency electromagnetic fields could be
21 carcinogenic with potential to cause cancer as
22 suggested by European Commission Scientific Committee
23 and World Health Organizations. Asapracticing
24 physician, I'm cognizant of increasing incidence of
25 malignanciesin younger population in the recent

Page 73
1 scientific basis, we the residents of Pleasant
2 Township very strongly oppose the building of solar
3 farmsin Pleasant Township dueto lack of its need,
4 interest, convenience and necessity. Thank you for
5 your attention to this matter.

6 JUDGE MARCELLETTI: Thank you for your
7 comments, Sir.
8 Folks, if we could hold your applause,

9 we can get through this a bit quicker. And | know we
10 don't have AC really running, so | appreciate your
11 cooperation.

12 Any questions from Counsel ?

13 MS. FLAHIVE: No, Your Honor.

14 JUDGE MARCELLETTI: No questions?

15 Doctor, do you have any -- thank you.

16 (Exhibit 10 was marked for

17 identification.)

18 JUDGE MARCELLETTI: Ms. Runkle, if you

19 want to come forward, and | have Ms. Sue Alig who will
20 be next on deck.

21 THE REPORTER: Okay. | thought you

22 gave meone but --

23 JUDGE MARCELLETTI: Ms. Runkle, if

24 you'd please raise your right hand. Do you swear or

25 affirm that the testimony you are about to provide
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Page 74
1 will bethetruth?

2 MS. RUNKLE: | do.

3 JUDGE MARCELLETTI: Great. If you

4 would please state and spell your name for the record?
5 MS. RUNKLE: JenicaRunkle,

6 JE-N-1-C-A, R-U-N-K-L-E. | liveat 1525 Somerlot

7 Hoffman Road East, Marion, Ohio 43302.

8 JUDGE MARCELLETTI: Do you live or work
9 within the project area, maam?

10 MS. RUNKLE: Yes, both.

11 JUDGE MARCELLETTI: Both you said?
12 Thank you.

13 MS. RUNKLE: Correct.

14 JUDGE MARCELLETTI: Areyou aparty to

Page 76
Because Marion County's shallow

groundwater and poor topsoil makes our area more
susceptible to groundwater contamination, if
environmental issues were to occur, then Marion would
be dealing with another huge devastating disaster and
won't have enough resources to control. Thiswould
create a huge strain and inconvenience to our
emergency responders, roadways, and community.
Asin the past, Marion County has had
more than one manmade disaster that has caused
repercussions still felt today. The need for further
protection and management of groundwater resourcesin
Ohio is high and often overlooked. Measuresto
protect groundwater from contamination cost less and
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15 this case as amember of the Concerned Citizens Group? 15 create lessimpact on groundwater and community.
16 MS. RUNKLE: Correct. 16 We have the right to clean water that
17 JUDGE MARCELLETTI: But you are not an 17 was established under the Clean Water Act of 1969. We
18 individual intervener? 18 havetheright to safe drinking water that was
19 MS. RUNKLE: Correct. 19 established under the Safe Drinking Water that was
20 JUDGE MARCELLETTI: Thank you. You may | 20 amended to the Clean Water Act in 1996.
21 proceed. thank you. 21 We, the citizens of Pleasant Township,
22 1 22 do not want to be the next Cuyahoga County. We don't
23 1/ 23 want to be the next mistake on the lake. We have the
24 |/ 24 right to protect our watersheds in Ohio. Marion
25 // 25 County's watershed meets up with the Ohio River and
Page 75 Page 77
1 WHEREUPON, 1 supplies drinking water to more than three million
2 JENICA RUNKLE, 2 people. Allowing asolar farm in aresidential
3 called as awitness and having been first duly sworn 3 agriculture area where environmental issues are sure
4 totell the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but 4 to arise will have long-lasting negative impacts to
5 thetruth, was examined and testified as follows: 5 our community as well asthe rest of the state.
6 DIRECT STATEMENT 6 Solar panels are compromised [sic] of
7 MS. RUNKLE: | here-- | stand here 7 PV cellsthat convert sunlight to electricity. These
8 tonight in opposition of proposal solar farm because 8 solar panels useinverters that change the DC electric
9 of my passion and my values for my community. | feel 9 current to AC. Theterm "dirty electricity” occurs

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

that it is my duty as a Pleasant Township citizen to
help protect our community and our drinking water for
now and our future generations.

According to the Ohio Department of
Natural Resources, about 42 percent of Ohioans rely on
groundwater for drinking and use in their households,
both municipal and private wells in Ohio that make up
approximately 750,000 rural households that depend on
these private wellsin Ohio. Seventy-two hundred of
these wells exist in Marion County.

Marion sits on top of alarge carbonate
aquifer that feeds these wells and surrounding areas.
The replenish rate of the aquifer can be at arate of
100 to 500 gallons per minute. The many
characteristics of the aquifer system in the state
makes groundwater highly vulnerable to contamination.

when the electricity is changed from the DC to AC.
Dirty electromagnetic energy can affect people and our
ecosystem.

One way it can affect is through our
14 water. It iswell-known that water responds to
15 frequency and holds memory. While water does not
16 conduct electricity itself, it does make a convenient
17 superhighway for dirty particles of energy to travel
18 on. These solar inverters produce dirty energy that
19 travel through the ground and into our wells and
20 aquifers creating negative impact on our environment,
21 aguatic life, and surrounding area.
22 When these panels enter landfills and
23 contain toxic materials like lead that can leach out
24 asthey break down, long-term effects from solar
25 toxicity have not had enough research done to know

20 (Pages 74 - 77)

Veritext Lega Solutions

WWw.veritext.com

888-391-3376



Page 78 Page 80
1 what long-term health effects can cause on a human 1 BY MS. FLAHIVE:
2 body. 2 Q Youreawarethat solar arrays are
3 People who are hypersensitive to 3 constructed above the ground, aren't you?
4 electromagnetic interference often complain of 4 A I'mawarethat the thingsthat hold the
5 headaches, nausea, and brain fog, just to name afew. 5 solar panels arein the ground.
6 This causes -- thisis caused because the solar 6 Q Andthesolar arrays themselves are above
7 inverters produce decibels at low-frequency 7 the ground; true?
8 wavelengths that allow these waves to travel farther 8 A Yourpanesare. Yes.
9 distances and penetrate through anything. 9 Q Yourwdlisn't contaminated currently, is
10 Constant bombardment from solar 10 it?
11 inverterswill not only affect the human body but also 11 A |don'tknow. Haveyou tested it? That'sa
12 animals, aquatic life. Only recently are people 12 good question because John Neidhart likes to do things
13 speaking up regarding negative impacts caused by the 13 he shouldn't.
14 electromagnetic interference. 14 Q Soisitfairto say you're not aware of any
15 In opposition to Chestnut Solar farm, 15 well contamination on your property?
16 Pleasant Township has spoken. We, asacommunity,do | 16 A Not sincelast time| had to have it checked
17 not want this eyesore in our backyard. The 17 because of John Neidhart.
18 overwhelming support from our community, the support 18 Q Areyouaware of anyone who has well
19 from our state representatives, our local and county 19 contamination on your road?
20 officials and surrounding countiesit is clear. 20 A Currently?
21 Pleasant Township has said no to this solar farm. 21 Q Currently.
22 Will you say no, too? 22 A Not currently but I don't go around asking
23 JUDGE MARCELLETTI: Thank you, 23 either.
24 Ms. Runkle. 24  Q Theland wherethe project is proposed as
25 Questions from Counsel ? 25 agriculture has fertilizer applied; true?
Page 79 Page 81
1 CROSS-EXAMINATION 1 A True
2 BY MS. FLAHIVE: 2 Q Pedticidesapplied; true?
3 Q Ms Runkle, you have awell? 3 A True
4 A Yes 4  Q Youunderstand how septic systems work?
5 Q Andyour neighbors have wells? 5 A True
6 A Yes 6 Q Andnoneof those wells, to your knowledge,
7 Q Doyouhave aseptic system? 7 are contaminated; true?
8 A Yes 8 A I'mnot an expert so no comment.
9 Q Your neighbors have a septic system? 9 MS. FLAHIVE: Nothing further.
10 A Correct. 10 JUDGE MARCELLETTI: Ms. Runkle, would
11 Q Youunderstand that solar arrays are 11 you liketo give a copy of your remarks to the court

12 constructed above the ground; true?

13 A | understand what you'retryingto dois

14 contaminate our water system. No further comment.
15 JUDGE MARCELLETTI: Maam, please
16 answer the cross-examination question. Let Counsel
17 finish her cross-examination questions. Thank you.
18 MS. KUNKLE: Okay, got you.

19 BY MS. FLAHIVE:

20 Q Doyourecal my question, maam?

21 A Nocomment.

22 MS. FLAHIVE: Will you instruct the

23 witnessto please --

24 JUDGE MARCELLETTI: Will you please

25 repeat your question, Counsel ?

12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24

reporter? Thank you.

(Exhibit 11 was marked for

identification.)

MS. RUNKLE: Thank you.
JUDGE MARCELLETTI: Ms. Alig, if you

would like to come forward.

JUDGE MARCELLETTI: And | have next on

deck Ms. Sharon Lupica[ph].

MS. LUPICA: I'll pass.
JUDGE MARCELLETTI: Okay. Thank you.
Mr. David Carpenter, if you want to be next on deck,

thank you.

One moment to adjust my mic. | can
25 hold it thisway, Mike. It lookslikeit fell off.
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Page 82

1 THE REPORTER: | apologize.

2 JUDGE MARCELLETTI: | canjust hold it

3 here.

4 THE REPORTER: Thereyou go. That

5 spinson the --

6 JUDGE MARCELLETTI: Thank you for your

7 patience, Ms. Alig. If you would raise your right
8 hand, do you swear or affirm that the testimony you
9 are about to provide is the truth?

10 MS. ALIG: Yes.
11 JUDGE MARCELLETTI: Thank you. Please
12 state and spell your name for the record.

13 MS. ALIG: My nameis Susan Alig. Last
14 nameisA-L-I-G. | live at 4432 Maple Grove Road,
15 Marion, Ohio 43302.

16 JUDGE MARCELLETTI: Do you reside or
17 work within the project area, ma'am?

18 MS. ALIG: Yes. | do.

19 JUDGE MARCELLETTI: Areyou aparty to
20 thiscase, slash, are you a member of the Concerned

21 Citizens Group, maam?

22 MS. ALIG: Yes.

23 JUDGE MARCELLETTI: And I'm sorry,

24 Ms. Alig, could you please clarify do you reside or
25 work? Which of the two, maam?

Page 84

1 todrivethisroad to see this problem.

2 We also have countless wrecks on 23. |

3 feel thiswill cause more wrecks. They have closed

4 oneroad already, and Newman Cardington is next.

5 Barrier isintheditch already. If we havethis

6 eyesore out there, people are constantly looking.

7 Weve had state trucks run in by cars driving not

8 paying attention, so that is going to add to it.

9 I will touch on the environment. In
10 Marion County, we have several game preserves and
11 watersheds to protect wildlife. We have one of the
12 biggest eagle nests I've seen. We also have one on
13 James Way over by the golf course within one mile from
14 our house. We have had six in our field behind our
15 house. We enjoy the many birds, deer, fox in the
16 woods.
17 We get alot of runoff from the fields.
18 We also have wells and septics thiswill affect. We
19 don't need to bring more sickness to our county.
20 We've had the River Valley cancer issues that cause
21 losses and heartaches that will never go away. We
22 don't need a second one, This caused by stored
23 chemicalsthat leaked into waterways al so.
24 We plan to grow our community. This
25 will stop that. We al know they'll want more ground.

Page 83
1 MS. ALIG: | reside.
2 JUDGE MARCELLETTI: Thank you. And
3 just to clarify, you are not an individual intervener
4 inthis case; correct?
5 MS. ALIG: No. I'm not.
6 JUDGE MARCELLETTI: All right. Thank
7 you. You may proceed.
8 WHEREUPON,
9 SUSAN ALIG,

10 called as awitness and having been first duly sworn

11 to tell the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but

12 the truth, was examined and testified as follows:

13 DIRECT STATEMENT

14 MS. ALIG: Wewill butt up against the

15 solar farm where welive. | am against the solar farm
16 coming into our community. We are acommunity. Every
17 day we have people walking, running, and biking on our
18 roads. We support our schools. We help out our

19 neighbors. We beautify our properties. We do not

20 need an eyesore in our community with fencing and

21 barbed wire.

22 Welive on anarrow road. If you pass

23 aschool bus, delivery truck, large vehicles, you must
24 get onthegrass. Onesideissteep. If you bringin

25 asolar farm, it will increase traffic. Y ou only have

Page 85
1 They'retrying to put morein our county and

2 surrounding ones. Thisisnot abenefit to any of us.
3 Substations transferring power out.
4 Look at the size of one in Union County, and they want
5 more there. The state passed a Farm Bureau bill to
6 help keep agriculturein state. Now you want to pass
7 the opposite. If they lease ground, do they still get
8 lower taxes, which won't end up hel ping the schools.
9 Who will eventually feed our country?
10 Oak Run paper in here. They have 6,000
11 acresaready taken. Now they want 6,050 more.
12 According to their thing, they said thiswill be
13 astronomical to the farms, the production. Acreageto
14 thiskind of energy production, the prime farmland
15 taken out of production would be astronomical. We
16 need that food down the line here. Everything is
17 stressed right now. People are without food. We
18 don't need to lose more farm ground to this.
19 The cost comes down to us. We lose our
20 way of life, health, tax dollars. Our property values
21 aredropping the 25 percent. They bring in their own
22 workers, so it's not actually all hiring from here
23 because they bring their ownin. After installation,
24 handful of workersonly.
25 They say thisincreases temperatures.
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1 Our electric bill is aready higher. Now we have to

2 add on paying for this monstrosity.
3 Will we be able to get insurance on our
4 houses? Example, some are flood areas we can't get.
5 Arewe going to have a problem with insurance on fire
6 if nobody knows how to put these out?
7 What happensto old panels, debris?
8 Arethey left onsite? You might lease for 30 to 45
9 years, but the ground isworthless after. Thisisa
10 life investment we don't need or want. How will
11 reflections affect us? You say one affect for 1.5
12 milesaway. We are not that distance. | havea
13 husband who suffers from severe migraines. What will
14 the electromagnetic waves add to this?
15 Were components made out of China?
16 China has not the same restrictions as the USA. We
17 don't know what we're getting in those materials
18 they'retalking about. You look at the windfarmsin
19 Logan County. Half don't work. The repair istoo
20 costly, so they sit empty.
21 Jim Ganole [ph] thisyear said in
22 January we had 23 days out of the whole month that was
23 cloudy, so how isthis going to help us? We aso have
24 apaper here where these farms cause more tornadoes.
25 We had 33 in Ohio aready thisyear. Thisguy that |

Page 88

1 MS. ALIG: So believe -- thank you.

2 JUDGE MARCELLETTI: After Mr. Carpenter
3 ondeck, | have Ms. Emily Bamey [ph]?

4 MS. BARNEY: Barney.

5 JUDGE MARCELLETTI: Barney. Thank you.
6 We have all the equipment situated?

7 MR. CARPENTER: | hope so. Doesit

8 work?

9 JUDGE MARCELLETTI: Excellent. Thank

10 you. Pleaseraise your right hand, sir. Do you swear
11 or affirm that the testimony you are about to provide

12 will be the truth?

13 MR. CARPENTER: Yes. | do.

14 JUDGE MARCELLETTI: Thank you. Please
15 state and spell your name for the record.

16 MR. CARPENTER: My nameis David

17 Carpenter, C-A-R-P-E-N-T-E-R.

18 JUDGE MARCELLETTI: And your address,
19 sir?
20 MR. CARPENTER: It's607 Hills-Miller

21 Road, Delaware, Ohio.
22 JUDGE MARCELLETTI: Do you reside or
23 work within the project area?

Page 87
have the article on actually works for NASA. And he

tellsin here where the solar farms will become
thunderstorm and tornado incubators and magnets for
us. He'salso worked on al these. He also saysit

5 will increase the heat in our areas. It'll aso be

6 colder in winter. Sowe're not actually gaining.

7 We'relosing more energy.

8 We also run two -- two sump pumps at

9 our house year-round because of the water. We sit on
10 like 10 inches where we live.
11 JUDGE MARCELLETTI: Thank you. Thank
12 you, Ms. Alig. If there are any more remarks you
13 would like to make, | tell you aswell as the crowd,
14 you are welcometo file written comments in the case
15 docket, and you can talk to staff about that.

A WN P

16 No questions from Counsel? Any
17 questions?
18 And my last question for you, malam, do

19 you have any paperwork? Thank you very much.

20 (Exhibit 12 was marked for
21 identification.)
22 MS. ALIG: | have questionsin here

23 from you guys on the staff report we got that don't
24 match up with stuff.
25 JUDGE MARCELLETTI: Sure.

24 MR. CARPENTER: Not as| think it seems
25 to bedefined. | livein an affected areal would
Page 89
1 argue but --
2 JUDGE MARCELLETTI: Thank you. Areyou
3 aparty to this case and/or the Concerned Citizens
4 Group, Sir?
5 MR. CARPENTER: No. I'm not.
6 JUDGE MARCELLETTI: Okay. Please
7 proceed.
8 WHEREUPON,
9 DAVID CARPENTER,

10 called as awitness and having been first duly sworn
11 to tell the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but

12 the truth, was examined and testified as follows:

13 DIRECT STATEMENT

14 MR. CARPENTER: I'm aretired research
15 engineer and educator. | have no financial interest

16 inthisproject. | have had solar on our houses for

17 24 hours and have quite a bit of experience with them.
18 | am here because Ohio isway behind

19 other statesin renewable energy generation. We only
20 get 3 percent from renewables. National averageis
21 about 23. Ohio needsto do its part in reducing our

22 dependence on fossil fuels to improve our economy, to
23 improve our national security, and to mitigate the

24 climate crisis. And we need to do all thesethingsin
25 every community. Thereisapublic need for this
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1 facility because what are the alternatives? Fossil

2 fuels.

3 Thereisalot of misinformation that |

4 have heard tonight. And alot of it comesfrom

5 Citizens for Responsible Solar, a national group that

6 spreads misinformation about solar. | think people

7 should know that.

8 First of al, they don't make noise.

9 They don't release gases. They have no liquidsin
10 them. No. They donot. A solar panel --
11 JUDGE MARCELLETTI: | would liketo
12 remind the audience, please, to be courteous as
13 everyone has been courteous for your testimony.
14 MR. CARPENTER: A solar panel consists
15 of glass, auminum, plastic, and silicon wafer.
16 They'reall solids. None of them leak. None of them
17 go anywhere. The only disturbance that solar has to
18 water flow and to the farmland itself isin the
19 concrete piersthat hold the metal that holds the
20 rails. That'sthe only disturbance thereis, atiny
21 fraction probably of one percent of the light. Every
22 other form of development, whether you put in
23 warehouses or whatever else, they bulldoze the land.
24 They destroy the farmland. Solar farms do not destroy
25 farmland. Infact, they protect it.

Page 92
1 Madison County of agrisolar. It'sareal thing. Look

2 itup.
3 And even if you don't, you're still
4 preserving the farmland for future use. Not only can
5 theland be farmed. The solar panels provide under
6 the panels a cooler environment so that crops can grow
7 there that would not otherwise grow in the harsh
8 direct sunlight. So you have more diversity that way.
9 You can farm between them.
10 You can put in -- if you don't want to
11 farm, you can put pollinators. Y ou want to see
12 pollinatorsin a solar farm, and you want to see that
13 asolar farm doesn't produce gases and smoke and
14 noise? Go to Denison University and look at their 2.3
15 megawatt array. Those of you who are complaining
16 about how these solar panels are so awful, you need to
17 govisit asolar farm. They don't do these things.
18 We need this solar farm. We need all
19 solar farmsto get off of fossil fuels. That isan
20 urgent need for all of us. And the misinformation
21 that you're being fed is coming from the fossil fuel
22 industry because they can't compete on alevel
23 economic and environmental playing ground. So they're
24 misinforming people throughout the country and it's
25 sad. We need these solar arrays. We need more of

Page 91
1 | usedtolive --
2 JUDGE MARCELLETTI: Pleaselet the
3 witness testify.
4 MR. CARPENTER: | usedto liveon

5 frontage from Neidhart Farm here in Pleasant Township.
6 That land will never be farmed again. There's ahouse
7 there. Many of you livein houses that used to be

8 farmland. They will never be returned to farmland.

9 But in 35 years SB52 says this solar farm has to be
10 decommissioned. They haveto takeit off. They have
11 to recycle the panels, which they can.

12 And in the meantime, the land stays

13 intact. It'snot subdivided. It's my understanding
14 that the Neidharts are of retirement age. What else
15 arethey going to do for their land for income? But
16 that land staysintact. There are other alternatives
17 that are more destructive to your community, more
18 destructive.

19 Solar panels are spaced. They haveto

20 beto get the sun. They have to be spaced out so

21 there'slike panels and then two areas and then panels
22 again. So about one-third is covered with panels.
23 They could be farmed underneath them. It's called
24 "agrisolar.” Look it up. And you think that's an oh,
25 my god, but 800 megawatts were just approved in

Page 93
1 them. They don't stir groundwater. They don't poison

2 the groundwater, and they're not even ugly.
3 You know what is ugly that is
4 throughout this community surrounding that area?
5 Telephone poles. You've lived with them for years.
6 You've accepted them, and you're accustomed to them.
7 But they're the ugliest thing on God's earth.
8 Paymentsin lieu of taxes can provide
9 money to this community that is almost a free check
10 because solar fields require almost no maintenance.
11 If you're worried about your roads -- sorry.
12 JUDGE MARCELLETTI: Thank you,
13 Mr. Carpenter, for your remarks.

14 Cross-examination from Counsel ?

15 MS. FLAHIVE: Yes, Your Honor.

16 CROSS-EXAMINATION

17 BY MS. FLAHIVE:

18 Q Thank you, Mr. Carpenter. Regarding some of
19 the impacts that you discussed, can you speak further

20 to whether like the road issues, the noise, those

21 types of activities are unique to a solar project? Or
22 arethey common to all development?

23 A More-- other forms of development are more
24 disruptive, more noisy, more damage to, for example,
25 township roads, county roads, stuff like that because
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most development has ongoing activity. A solar farm
does not. They require virtually no maintenance.

Q And so to the extent opponents of the
project are objecting to the temporary activity, what
isyour response to that?

A | livein acommunity and work with a group
that has been fighting a housing development for the
past couple years, and the housing development is far
more disruptive. And it'sjust, | mean, the solar
development is so much easier to deal with.
Obviously, there's disruption to the community during
the construction phase. But after the construction

Page 96
1 Citizens. | am not apersonal intervener.

2 JUDGE MARCELLETTI: Thank you. You may
3 proceed, maam.

4 WHEREUPON,

5 EMILY BARNEY,

6 called as awitness and having been first duly sworn
7 totell the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but
8 the truth, was examined and testified as follows:
9 DIRECT STATEMENT
10 MS. BARNEY: Okay. Our property has
11 plenty of drainage issues that this project would
12 heavily impact. We have picture of those, but I'm not

13 phaseisover, you'll have virtually no disruption. 13 going to address that at this point because my husband
14 Q Andthat kind of disruption would happen if 14 plansto do so as an intervener.
15 aschool was being constructed; true? 15 My understanding is that they need to
16 A Sure. A school has ongoing activity. Solar 16 prove benefit to community. My hope tonight isto
17 panel does not. 17 share apicture of facts of the individuals that this
18 MS. FLAHIVE: Nothing further. 18 will affect negatively.
19 JUDGE MARCELLETTI: Thank you. 19 On anormal morning you can find me
20 Mr. Carpenter, do you have any copies for the court 20 looking out my front bay window or on my front porch
21 reporter here? 21 drinking coffee to open beautiful fields. That view
22 MR. CARPENTER: No. | do not. 22 isone of thereasons | love my home the most. That
23 JUDGE MARCELLETTI: Okay. Thank you 23 view will be taken if this solar project moves
24 for your remarks. 24 forward.
25 Ms. Barney, if you would step forward. 25 They promised to surround the solar
Page 95 Page 97
1 And | have Ms. Molly Szymkowiak? 1 panels by shrubs and arborvitae. But they will never
2 MS. SZYMKOWIAK: Szymkowiak. 2 be able to beautify what will happen in front of my
3 JUDGE MARCELLETTI: Okay. Youwill be 3 home. Our homeisdirectly adjacent to the laydown
4 next, madam. Thank you. 4 areawhere the loud equipment will be stored and that
5 Good evening. If you'd pleaseraise 5 houses the entry and the main garage building to this
6 your right hand, do you swear or affirm that the 6 project. There'sno beautifying that. And although |

7
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testimony you are about to provide will be the truth?

MS. BARNEY: Yes. | do.

JUDGE MARCELLETTI: Thank you. | will
know before | ask you for your name, you're going to
really have to project, maam. Okay? Please state
and spell your name for the record.

MS. BARNEY: Emily Barney, E-M-I-L-Y,
B-A-R-N-E-Y.

JUDGE MARCELLETTI: And your address
including the township, please?

MS. BARNEY: 1326 Somerlot Hoffman Road
East, and that is Pleasant Township.

JUDGE AGRANOFF: It might help if you
hold the microphone.

MS. BARNEY: I'mshaking alot, soif |
hold it, | might drop it, so | will leanin.

JUDGE MARCELLETTI: Areyouan
intervening party to this case?

MS. BARNEY: | am with Concerned

7 could talk to you all evening about the disappointment
8 of losing that view, aview aoneis not enough to ask
9 you to turn down this project.
10 My husband served for eight yearsasa
11 United States Marine. He worked diligently to save.
12 When we got married, he purchased our first housein
13 cash. Since then, we've been diligent and have worked
14 hard at ayoung age to remain debt-free in hopesto
15 pay off our mortgage young.
16 When we purchased this house, we used
17 that hard-earned savings to get ahead for our family.
18 With these solar panels, we will no longer desire to
19 livein our current home because of the sound that the
20 equipment causes, specifically because we are by the
21 garage, potential negative health effects that have
22 been mentioned this evening, the drainage issues that
23 we already have that will increase and, yes, the
24 change of scenery.
25 If wetry to sell now prior to this
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1 project happening or if we attempt to sell after this
2 project begins, we will have to disclose what's
3 happening around us. Knowing the Marion community,
4 gpecifically Pleasant Township, the solar project will
5 weigh heavy on any sale of our home. If anindividual
6 does decide to purchase our house despite the panels,
7 our property value and home equity will be greatly
8 affected.
9 There are some things that you can't
10 get back. And building alife that we lovein our
11 current home with our kids and a life savings of two
12 individuals who spent 14 years of marriage working
13 toward their family's financial success are acouple
14 of thosethings. We are asking you to vote no.

Page 100

1 will be on deck, sir.

2 Good evening. If you'd please raise

3 your right hand, do you swear or affirm that the

4 testimony you are about to provide will be the truth?

5 MS. SZYMKOWIAK: Yes.

6 JUDGE MARCELLETTI: I'm going to note

7 again like Ms. Barney you're going to really haveto

8 project, maam, okay?

9 MS. SZYMKOWIAK: Yes.
10 JUDGE MARCELLETTI: If you could please
11 state and spell your name for the record?
12 MS. SZYMKOWIAK: Molly Szymkowiak,
13 M-O-L-L-Y, S-Z-Y-M-K-O-W-I-A-K.
14 JUDGE MARCELLETTI: And your address

15 Please don't take that away from us. 15 including the township, please?
16 JUDGE MARCELLETTI: Thank you for your | 16 MS. SZYMKOWIAK: 1208 Somerlot Hoffman
17 remarks, Ms. Barney. | apologize. | did not ask do 17 Road East, Pleasant Township, Marion County, Ohio.
18 you live or work within the project area? 18 JUDGE MARCELLETTI: Do you reside or
19 MS. BARNEY: Sol would say | livein 19 work within the project area?
20 it. I'montheblack ling, but | don't know what that 20 MS. SZYMKOWIAK: | work -- I live.
21 meansto her. So that's my answer. 21 JUDGE MARCELLETTI: Thank you. Areyou
22 JUDGE MARCELLETTI: Thank you. 22 aparty to this case including the Concerned Citizens
23 Any clarification from Counsel? 23 Group?
24/ 24 MS. SZYMKOWIAK: The Concerned Citizens
25 /1 25 Group.
Page 99 Page 101
1 CROSS-EXAMINATION 1 JUDGE MARCELLETTI: And you're not an
2 BY MS. FLAHIVE: 2 individual intervener?
3 Q Beforeyou built your house, did you have an 3 MS. SZYMKOWIAK: No.
4 understanding -- 4 JUDGE MARCELLETTI: Thank you. You may
5 A Wedidnot build. We bought, sorry. 5 proceed.
6 Q Sorry. Let meclarify. Beforeyou bought 6 WHEREUPON,
7 your house, did you have an understanding of the 7 MOLLY SZYMKOWIAK,

8 zoning resolution for the township?
9 A No. Wewereaware that it was surrounded by
10 agriculture, farming -- real farming -- and that was
11 our desire.
12 Q Youdidn't read the zoning resolution to
13 determine what kind of uses are allowed as a matter of

14 right on agricultura district land?

15 A No. | don't know many normal people that

16 do.

17 MS. FLAHIVE: Nothing further.

18 JUDGE MARCELLETTI: Ms. Barney, do you
19 have any documents?

20 MS. BARNEY: | don't. I'm sorry.

21 JUDGE MARCELLETTI: Thank you.

22 Ms. -- forgive me.

23 MS. SZYMKOWIAK: Szymkowiak.

24 JUDGE MARCELLETTI: Szymkowiak, thank

25 you. | have next on deck Mr. Josh Obenour, so you

8 called as awitness and having been first duly sworn
9 to tell the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but
10 thetruth, was examined and testified as follows:
11 DIRECT STATEMENT
12 MS. SZYMKOWIAK: Thank you. | ama
13 registered nurse at Marion General Hospital in the
14 special care nursery. | am here today wearing red in
15 the opposition of the Chestnut Solar project, and |
16 would like to talk about health and safety.
17 U.S. solar fires have tripled from 2018
18 to 2020. A European study found that more than one
19 quarter of their solar farm fires were caused by the
20 photovoltaic system itself, and they all produced
21 serious, difficult-to-extinguish fires that spread to
22 surrounding areas.
23 During and after the fire, the
24 photovoltaic system can produce liquid, solid, or
25 smoke emissions with dangerous levels of selenium,
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1 cadmium, or lead endangering the responding
2 firefighters and first responders as well as the
3 people living near the site.
4 At least 35 tornadoes have occurred in
5 Ohio thisyear, well surpassing the yearly average of
6 22 and some producing one inch or larger hail. Solar
7 panelsin Texas were recently destroyed by large hail.
8 When the solar panels are damaged, they can release
9 those same hazardous chemicals into the air, land, and
10 water systems putting everyone near the area at risk.
11 | can't even imagine the expanse of
12 chemical exposureif atornado plowed through the
13 solar panels and deposited them throughout its path.
14 Solar farmsin Las Vegas produced 40 to 70 tons of
15 dust during its construction. Despite receiving
16 nearly aquarter million dollarsin finesfor air
17 quality violations, they continued to be out of
18 compliance with no regard to the health of the people.
19 This decreasein the air quality can be
20 detrimental to anyone that already has breathing
21 issues such as asthmaor COPD. Exposure to dust can
22 cause lung cancer and reproductive harm.
23 One homeowner next to asolar farm in
24 Floridacommented that the constant whining sound
25 generated from the solar farm was unbelievably

Page 104
respond quickly in high-risk situations to provide
safety for our communities.

According to the American Farmland
Trust, 72 percent of Ohio's agricultural land is
considered nationally significant because it is best
suited for growing food and crops. Unfortunately,
according to the Census of Agriculture, Ohio lost more
than 300,000 acres of farmland from 2017 to 2022. As
of 6 p.m. today, there have been 224 babies born right
here in Marion County, and we are only one third of
the way through the year. And there's usually aboom
between September and November, thanks to winter
months and Valentine's Day.

If the loss of farmland continues at
the same pace, by the time those babies reach
adulthood in 2042, we can expect more than 1.3 million
additional acreslost. We need to advocate for those
babies by stopping or slowing down the loss of
agricultural land. If not, what kind of life are we
preparing for our children? No farmland, no food, and
no future.

And according to the Ohio Power Siting
Board website, at least 21 days to the public
24 information meeting the applicant must send a letter
25 to each affected property owner or tenant. Well, |
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1 unbearable. Their horses were constantly jittery and
2 onedge. | watched videos where the sound could be
3 heard up to two miles away when they were promised
4 that there wouldn't be any distinguishable sound.
5 Imagine the effect on domesticated
6 animalsaswell asthe natural wildlifein the area.
7 The county dog pound and the Humane Society are only
8 just over half amile away from the proposed site for
9 theinverters. Those animals are already stressed,
10 and we shouldn't stress them anymore but adding
11 unnecessary noise.
12 | live directly across from the
13 proposed areafor theinverters. Most solar companies
14 state that they only run during the day so as not to
15 affect people's leep at night. Well, guess what.
16 I'm anightshift nurse, so | sleep during the day.
17 Sleep deprivation causes slower
18 response times, reduced aertness, attention, and
19 vigilance. 1 might not be able to respond to the best
20 of my ability in alife-or-death situation including
21 mothers and babies due to sleep deprivation when I'm
22 caring for your wife, children, grandchildren,
23 siblings, nieces, and nephews.
24 My husband, a police officer, works the
25 nightshift aswell. He also needsto be able to

Page 105
1 receivethat letter, so | amin proposed zone. Thank
2 you.

3 JUDGE MARCELLETTI: Thank you for your
4 comments, maam. Do you have -- excuse me.
5 Does Counsel have any questions for the
6 witness?
7 MS. FLAHIVE: No, Your Honor.
8 JUDGE MARCELLETTI: Ms. Szymkowiak, do
9 you have copies? Excellent.
10 (Exhibit 15 was marked for
11 identification.)
12 Mr. Josh Obenour?
13 MR. OBENOUR: Obenour.
14 JUDGE MARCELLETTI: You'l be our last

15 witnessto testify before we have a break, all right?

16 So pleaseraise your right hand, sir. Do you swear or
17 affirm that the testimony you are about to provide

18 will bethe truth?

19 MR. OBENOUR: | do.

20 JUDGE MARCELLETTI: If you can please
21 state and spell your name for the record?

22 MR. OBENOUR: Josh Obenour,

23 O-B-E-N-O-U-R.

24 JUDGE MARCELLETTI: And your address,
25 dir, including the township?
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1 MR. OBENOUR: 887 Adams Shade, Marion, 1 siting projects. But when observing and documenting
2 Ohio 43302, Pleasant Township. In addition, Parcel 2 considerable opposition filed in the docket, staff
3 Number 250220002012. 3 recognizes that in this proceeding the opposition has
4 JUDGE MARCELLETTI: Do you reside or 4 been especially prominent and overwhelmingly one-sided
5 work within the project area? 5 from the local government agencies and the citizens.
6 MR. OBENOUR: Adjacent to the project 6 "The staff believesthat the public
7 areaand | do share a border with the project area. 7 opposition will create negative impacts within the
8 JUDGE MARCELLETTI: Thank you, sir. 8 local community. The staff believes that any benefits
9 You may proceed. 9 tothelocal community are outweighed by the
10 JUDGE AGRANOFF: If | could just get a 10 overwhelmingly documented public opposition. And,
11 clarification, you mentioned a parcel number and an 11 therefore, the project would not serve the public
12 address? 12 interest, convenience, and necessity."
13 MR. OBENOUR: Yes. 13 | would ask that the board side with
14 JUDGE AGRANOFF: Are those two 14 the staff report of investigation recommending denial
15 different properties? 15 of certificate. Furthermore, | would ask that you
16 MR. OBENOUR: Yes. 16 deny Chestnut Solar, LLC's expedited and partially
17 JUDGE AGRANOFF: And which one do you 17 unopposed motion for stay. No matter what happens
18 reside at? 18 with the Supreme Court Case Number 2023-1286, this
19 MR. OBENOUR: | reside at 887 Adams 19 community will not change their views on the proposed
20 Shade. The parcel is adjacent to the address. 20 solar farm. We do not want this solar facility or any
21 JUDGE AGRANOFF: And what do you use 21 othersin our community. Thank you.
22 that parcel for? 22 JUDGE MARCELLETTI: Questionsfrom
23 MR. OBENOUR: Anything and everything 23 Counsel?
24 1'd like to on that property. 24 |1
25 JUDGE AGRANOFF: Thank you. 25 /1
Page 107 Page 109
1 MR. OBENOUR: Good? Okay. 1 CROSS-EXAMINATION
2 WHEREUPON, 2 BY MS. FLAHIVE:
3 JOSH OBENOUR, 3 Q Itsoundslikewhen you purchased your

4 called as awitness and having been first duly sworn

5 to tell the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but

6 thetruth, was examined and testified as follows:

7 DIRECT STATEMENT

8 MR. OBENOUR: Members of the Ohio Power
9 Siting Board, as a property owner that is directly
adjacent to the proposed solar farm, | am opposed to
this case. There are too many negatives that outweigh
any good the solar field could bring. Some of these
negatives include viewshed, noise, decreased property
values, drainage issues, and loss of farmland.

According to the staff report pursuant
to RC-4906.10(a)6, it will be the board's job to
determineif the facility will serve the public
interest, convenience, and necessity. Asyou have
heard and will hear tonight, this solar farm isnot in
the best interests of the community.

When | read through the 63 pages of the
staff report, | found this paragraph should make your
decision quick and easy and put an end to this case
now and forever. Page 40 states, "Some |ocal
opposition is not uncommon in many power generation

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

4 parcels, you were aware that the adjacent property was
5 zoned agricultural ?
6 A | wasn't awareor not aware.
7 Q Youwereawarethat it was being used for
8 agriculture?
9 A | bought the property, and | was not aware
10 or unaware of the agricultural land that is beside me,
11 that is adjacent to my property that | share a border
12 with.
13 Q Soyouwouldn't object to the construction
14 of ahog barn in the same place as the solar arrays?
15 A | wouldobject. Yes. | would stand here
16 with my community members. If we were all together
17 against something, | would stand with them.
18 MS. FLAHIVE: Nothing further.
19 JUDGE MARCELLETTI: Thank you,
20 Mr. Obenour, and | know | have a copy of your
21 statement. Do you want meto give that?

22 (Exhibit 16 was marked for
23 identification.)
24 JUDGE MARCELLETTI: Folks, we are going

25 totakeabreak. We're going to come back at 7:05,
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1 stretch legs, get some water. Thank you.
2 THE REPORTER: Going off the record at
3 6:56.
4 (Off therecord.)
5 THE REPORTER: I'm on the record at
6 7:09 p.m. Thank you. We can continue. | apologize.
7 JUDGE AGRANOFF: Please raise your

8 right hand. Do you solemnly swear or affirm that the
9 testimony you're about to give in this proceeding is

10 thetruth?
11 MS. EBLIN: Yes.
12 JUDGE AGRANOFF: Thank you. Please

13 state your full name and address for the record.

14 MS. EBLIN: Catherine Eblin, 3734 Maple

15 Grove Road, Pleasant Township, Marion, Ohio.

16 JUDGE AGRANOFF: Thank you. Areyou an
17 intervener or amember of one of the intervener groups
18 in this proceeding?

19 MS. EBLIN: | am amember of the

20 Pleasant Concerned Citizens.

Page 112
Pleasant Township is not zoned
commercial or industrial in this particular area. It
iszoned agricultural. Merriam-WebsterDictionary.com
defines "agriculture” as "the science, art, or
practice of cultivating the soil, producing crops, and
raising livestock and at varying degrees the
preparation and marketing of the resulting products.”
Therefore, this agriculturally zoned
area of land should not be permitted to be invaded by
asolar panel facility within thisregion. If the
OPSB votes for this, our area could be shamefully
transformed into an unpleasant township by Narenco and
Chestnut Solar for their greedy financial gain at
local residents' loss.
This proposed solar panel facility does
not protect the environment and land use. I'velived
in Marion all my life, and my childhood homeisless
than two miles from where | live now. The proposed
19 unsightly solar panel facility areawill be located on
20 what is now fertile farmland and would infringe upon
21 the aesthetic of our home and all of our neighbors
22 homes.
23 This proposed solar facility is not
24 just on afarmer's property alone on a narrow rural
25 road. Our home on scenic Maple Grove Road along with
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21 JUDGE AGRANOFF: Thank you. But you're
22 not an individual intervener.
23 MS. EBLIN: | am not an intervener.
24 JUDGE AGRANOFF: Thank you. And do you
25 live or work within the project area?
Page 111

1 MS. EBLIN: Can you explain what the

2 project areais, please?

3 JUDGE AGRANOFF: Project areaisthat

4 which isdefined by the application that was set forth

5 inthiscase. | can't give you the actual boundaries

6 per sebut --

7 MS. EBLIN: | work and livein the

8 area

9 JUDGE AGRANOFF: Okay. Thank you.

10 Please proceed.

11 WHEREUPON,

12 CATHERINE EBLIN,

13 called as awitness and having been first duly sworn
14 to tell the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but

15 thetruth, was examined and testified as follows:

16 DIRECT STATEMENT

17 MS. EBLIN: | emphatically oppose

18 Chestnut Solar, LLC, and Narenco's proposed utility
19 scale solar pane facility project. The Ohio Power
20 Siting Board mission statement declares, "Our mission
21 isto support sound energy policies that provide for
22 theinstalation of energy capacity and transmission
23 infrastructure for the benefit of the Ohio citizens

24 promoting the state's economic interests and

25 protecting the environment and land use."

Page 113
our neighbors attractive home propertiesis literally
right next to those fields on that same narrow rural
road. Our neighborhood is habitually inundated
numerous times every year with flooding all around our
properties by seasonal rains and snowmelts due to
low-lying land and the drainage issues from the
farmer'sfield.

The field tileswill be further
degraded by Narenco and Chestnut Solar when they drill
into the ground to place the bases that hold the solar
panelsin place. Chestnut Solar states that they will
pay for any damage they cause. So the company will
13 only do something if it gets way past an already
14 flooded point, which could feasibly ruin our homes and
15 property.
16 Another crucial point isthat if these
17 solar panelsleak or break whether dueto fire, hail,
18 age, or other catastrophe, thiswill probably poison
19 the ground, air, and water locally for us, our
20 children, wildlife, and habitat. Regarding the OPSB
21 mission statement, this proposed installation will not
22 benefit Ohio citizens nor protect the environment or
23 land.
24 South Carolina-based Narenco's mission
25 statement declares, "Our mission isto create value
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1 for the people we work with: you, our investors, our

2 clients, our landowners. We strive for excellence

3 because we know that's what our partners deserve."

4 This only shows concern to create value for their

5 investors, their clients, their landowners, which

6 would include Chestnut Solar, LLC.

7 Notice Narenco's concerns do not

8 include the farmer's neighbors, township citizens, or

9 the community of Marion. How would you like to wake
10 up every morning and look out the window of your home
11 only to be sickened by the view and hear the sound of
12 hundreds of disgusting solar panelsinstead of anice
13 crop-growing farm field?
14 At aprevious Chestnut Solar meeting,
15 Ben Friedell and his team from Narenco confirmed that
16 none of them live next to any solar panel facility.
17 Wow, they get to enjoy their nicely appropriate living
18 areas, but their greed shows they are willing to
19 invade and sacrifice our quiet beautiful areawith
20 little regard for our families well-being, our
21 properties, or our environment.
22 According to the Farmer's Almanac
23 website, Ohio isranked number eight for the top town

Page 116
1 more or less duplicates that which you were going to
2 begiving, you do have the opportunity to sign the
3 list that we have at the table in the back and
4 indicate your support for either the testimony in
5 favor or in opposition as an aternative to actually

6 testifying.

7 Next, we have Mr. Mark Eblin.

8 MR. EBLIN: Yes.

9 JUDGE AGRANOFF: If you could please

10 raise your right hand, do you solemnly swear that the

11 testimony you're about to givein this proceeding is

12 the truth?

13 MR. EBLIN: Yes. | do.

14 JUDGE AGRANOFF: Thank you. Please

15 state your full name and address for the record.

16 MR. EBLIN: Mark Eblin, 3734 Maple

17 Grove Road, Marion, Ohio.

18 JUDGE AGRANOFF: Thank you. And do you
19 livein atownship?

20 MR. EBLIN: Yes.

21 JUDGE AGRANOFF: Which one?

22 MR. EBLIN: Pleasant.

23 JUDGE AGRANOFF: Thank you. And are

utility. Chestnut Solar's utility-scale facility does
not serve the public interest, convenience, or

24 cloudiest states. Therefore, the OPSB should realize 24 you amember of the Concerned Citizens Group?
25 solar panel facilities do not support sound energy 25 MR. EBLIN: Yes. | am.
Page 115 Page 117
1 policiesthat provide for the installation of energy 1 JUDGE AGRANOFF: Areyou an intervener
2 capacity and transmission infrastructure for the 2 asanindividua?
3 benefit of Ohio citizens. 3 MR. EBLIN: No.
4 Our neighborhood, our community, our 4 JUDGE AGRANOFF: And at thistime
5 Pleasant Township trustees, and our Marion County 5 proceed with your testimony.
6 commissioners are al unified and resolute in our 6 WHEREUPON,
7 opposition to this proposed Chestnut Solar commercial 7 MARK EBLIN,
8
9

10 necessity in Pleasant Township of Marion County.

11 | implore the Ohio Power Siting Board

12 to use common sense, abide by their mission statement,
13 and keep Pleasant Township true to its name by denying
14 Chestnut Solar and Narenco's case.

15 JUDGE AGRANOFF: No cross?

16 MS. FLAHIVE: No cross, Your Honor.

17 JUDGE AGRANOFF: Thank you.

18 Ms. Eblin, do you have any

19 documentation?

20 (Exhibit 17 was marked for

21 identification.)

22 THE REPORTER: Thank you.

23 JUDGE AGRANOFF: And | would point out
24 again for those of you who are till waiting to

25 tedtify that if testimony that you've heard thus far

8 called as awitness and having been first duly sworn
9 to tell the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but
10 thetruth, was examined and testified as follows:

11 DIRECT STATEMENT
12 MR. EBLIN: Okay. Thank you. I'm here
13 today to speak in strong opposition to the proposed

14 Chestnut Solar project. My family moved to Maple
15 Grove Road years ago, specifically because of the
16 serene, pleasant environment.

17 If the Chestnut Solar Project were to

18 be approved, Pleasant Township could quickly transform
19 into avery unpleasant township for the sake of

20 generating business profits at the expense of the

21 rurd residents. For example, flooding, drainage,

22 loss of wildlife habitat, fire hazards, safety

23 concerns, short- and long-term health effects, noise
24 from inverters, toxic runoff, strain on emergency
25 services-- thelistislong.
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Okay. Chestnut Solar project would
degrade our beautiful community against the wishes of
the local people who have lived here for many
generations. Our local residents are distressed --
distressed at the thought of this project and are
vehemently opposing the degradation of our local
residential area.

While on your own property, would you
like to look out your windows and have two, three, or
all sides of your home surrounded by alarge solar
array? Of course not. And neither would we. Over
many years and decades, many of us have invested
hundreds of thousands of dollarsin our homes.

Allowing the installation of a
utility-scale solar panel facility around, beside, in
back of our homes does not serve the public interest,
convenience, or necessity in the Pleasant Township of
Marion County. Y ou may have noticed in various maps
of the solar project that it's difficult to ascertain
where the family homes are located and how close they
are to the proposed utility scale solar farms.

So just in case you're under the
illusion that this project would be built out in the
middle of afarmer'sfield totally out of sight, you
can't hear it, | provided an exhibit of pictures that

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
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1 We use well water. That's been
2 established over and over. That would be directly
3 draining off the surfaces of these solar panels. Now,
4 we know they'll say they're manufactured and they're
closed. Okay, great. How easy would it be for some
of our ongoing strong Ohio weather events to break
open some of these surfaces opposing -- exposing
families to hazardous lead, cadmium, and other toxic
materials? And how long would the leak go possibly
unnoticed while we're al drinking the water and on
and on?

The noise generated from these
inverters can be heard at quite a distance and could
14 have a devastating impact on people living too close
15 to this commercial operation. Aswe heard earlier
16 from adoctor, this could have psychological impacts.
17 Think about these serious health
18 hazardsfor just aminute. And then ask yourself why
19 any reasonable person would ever grant a request that
20 goes against virtualy all the local residents
21 wishes, goes against the Pleasant Township Trustees
22 and against the Marion County Commissioners who all
23 voted against this project.
24 Because of these points and many, many
25 others, | urge you to decisively reject Chestnut Solar
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1 were emailed to the OPSB on April 9th that clearly

2 illustrates the types of family homesin our

3 neighborhood. And those are all contiguous to the

4 field where the proposed panels are planned.

5 These pictures are just a small sample

6 of the numerous homesin thisterrible situation. |

7 brought extra copies tonight if you'd like one. Note

8 there are familiesliving in these homes. | repeat,

9 familiesliving in these homes. And they're counting
10 on you to vote against allowing a company to set up g
11 utility-scale -- not normal solar panels --

12 utility-scale panels right outside our back porches,
13 patios of our homes.

14 We're not talking about industrial area

15 or commercially zoned area. We're talking about a
16 residential neighborhood. Many peoplein this

17 neighborhood refer to these as our "dream homes" as
18 you've heard earlier tonight. And we've spent years
19 investing in these properties, raising our children

20 here, and are counting in being able to retire herein
21 apeaceful Pleasant Township. Asyou canimagine,
22 many of us have children playing in the yard and don'
23 want our families subjected to these hazards of a

24 commercial utility business within this close

25 proximity of where we live.

Page 121
1 and out-of-state Narenco's ridicul ous reguest to place
2 utility commercia solar project right literally in
3 our backyards of our home. We're counting on you tg
4 do theright thing. Thank you.
5 JUDGE AGRANOFF: Mr. Eblin, if | could
6 just get one point of clarification before we have
7 cross, do you live and/or work within the project
8 area?

9 MR. EBLIN: Yes, both.
10 JUDGE AGRANOFF: Thank you.
11 CROSS-EXAMINATION

12 BY MS. FLAHIVE:

13 Q Mr. Eblin, it sounds like you would oppose
14 the construction of alarge hog barn on the property
15 behind your house; true?

16 A | think we've heard this question before.

17 Q Socanyou answer yesor no today?

18 JUDGE AGRANOFF: Please answer the
19 question.

20 THEWITNESS: Yes. | would.

21 BY MS. FLAHIVE:

t22 Q Youwould opposeit?

23 A Right.

24 Q Soyou'renot awarethat that's a use that's
25 aready permitted as a matter of right?
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1 A No. I'mnotawareof it, but | would oppose
2 it.
3 MS. FLAHIVE: Nothing further.
4 JUDGE MARCELLETTI: We havethe copy?
5 MR. EBLIN: Yes. | dready turned it
6 in.
7 JUDGE MARCELLETTI: Okay.
8 (Exhibit 18 was marked for
9 identification.)
10 JUDGE AGRANOFF: Thank you.
11 Next, we have Trina Traynor and on deck
12 is Gus Comstock.
13 Please raise your right hand. Do you

14 solemnly swear or affirm that the testimony you're
15 about to give in these proceedings is the truth?

Page 124

1 entirelife until my life was changed forever.

2 On January 10, 1997, lack of care of

3 infrastructure killed my husband and daughter. Last

4 week would've been my 37th wedding anniversary, and

5 today is my daughter's 32nd birthday. But instead of

6 celebrating it, I'm here to protect you.

7 I'm here as amother and awife. And |

8 know you're sitting up here today for formality. But

9 honestly, there's not one Power Siting Board member
10 heretoday just so you know. No one showed up for
11 you. So | want you to hear me and understand the
12 redlity that my husband and daughter would be here
13 today if infrastructure was taken care of in the state
14 of Ohio.
15 Theindustrial solar farms are
16 governmental infrastructure, and the pushison to
17 develop this quickly throughout our state. They will
18 not be cared for for the next 40 years, I'm telling
19 you. You can write anything you want about how they
20 will take care of their construction and beyond. But

21 | -- I've seen firsthand, and I've visited many of
22 these solar projects. And it's not reality, folks.
23 In the 2024 Raptor Maps annual solar

24 report, the number one concern for solar developers
25 was skilled labor. Forty-four percent of the skilled

16 MS. TRAYNOR: Yes. | do.
17 JUDGE AGRANOFF: Thank you. Please
18 state your full name and address for the record.
19 MS. TRAYNOR: TrinaTraynor, 92 Crab
20 Apple Court, Howard, Ohio.
21 JUDGE AGRANOFF: And do you live in the
22 township?
23 MS. TRAYNOR: No. Nope, | don't.
24 JUDGE AGRANOFF: And do you live or
25 work within the project area?
Page 123
1 MS. TRAYNOR: No. | don't.
2 JUDGE AGRANOFF: And are you a member
3 of one of theintervener groups?
4 MS. TRAYNOR: No.
5 JUDGE AGRANOFF: Areyou an individual
6 intervener?
7 MS. TRAYNOR: No.
8 JUDGE AGRANOFF: Okay. Please proceed.
9 WHEREUPON,
10 TRINA TRAYNOR,

11 called as awitness and having been first duly sworn
12 totell the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but
13 thetruth, was examined and testified as follows:

14 DIRECT STATEMENT
15 MS. TRAYNOR: All right. First

thing |

16 want to doislet everyone hear what an inverter

17 soundslike becauseit'sreally cool.

18 Okay. That's an inverter sound that,
19 hopefully, you won't ever haveto hear. Now, let me

20 get my speech up.
21 First, | would like to say that | am
22 adamantly opposed to the project. Tonight

I'm going

23 to talk about governmental infrastructure because

24 solar projects across Ohio are government

25 infrastructure. | lived in Marion County for my

Page 125
labor -- 44 percent of the developers said that they
don't have skilled labor to develop these solar
projects. So that constitutes to one out of every --
every two people that are constructing these don't
know what they're doing.

Thisis extremely concerning.
Installation and care for the solar fields that are
aboveground and susceptible to weather is frightening
inthisclimate. If wefail at -- well fail at some
10 point. And the neighbors -- one of your neighbors
11 will be sure to become the next victims. How many
12 more liveswould you like to take from this county?
13 I'm asking all of you on the stage and
14 the board members because, you know, | guess maybe
15 they'll hear this -- probably not. Asawifeand a
16 mother, | implore you to think about this newly formed
17 infrastructure that we know very little about. You
18 canread any articleyou'd like for or against. And
19 thereality is we are operating in uncharted waters.
20 Government subsidies are only promised
21 based on who'sin office. These projects will seeten
22 presidents with ten ideas, whether or not they will
23 continue the subsidies. So what happens to our school
24 money and al that was promised if they don't? We may
25 never recover, and all of our taxpayer money will go
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1 towaste.
2 Once again, I'm imploring you to do --
3 toreally look at what you're doing. Please think of
4 thelives of the citizens of Marion County and all
5 over Ohio. And just think about this: If you can
6 promise that this solar field will not harm the
7 citizens of Marion County, | will promise you that
8 SantaClausisrea. Thank you.
9 JUDGE AGRANOFF: No cross?

10 MS. FLAHIVE: No cross, Your Honor.
11 Next, we have Gus Comstock. And on
12 deck | believeit's Matt Russell?

13 Please raise your right hand. Do you
14 solemnly swear or affirm that the testimony you're
15 about to give this proceeding is the truth?

16 MR. COMSTOCK: Yes.
17 JUDGE AGRANOFF: Please state your full
18 name and address for the record.

19 MR. COMSTOCK: Gus Comstock, 179 Flint
20 Rock Drive, Delaware, Ohio.

21 JUDGE AGRANOFF: And do you live in the
22 township?

Page 128
1 will do. I've reviewed the Chestnut Solar
2 application.
3 Y ou may know that many Marion
4 manufacturers have undergone modernization to cut back
5 on energy consumption. The county approved a
6 100-megawatt solar farm on the north side of Marion.
7 Also, two Marion companies have invested in
8 aternative sources of energy. Whirlpool Marion has
9 three wind turbines, and POET Bioethanol has two steam
10 turbines. Savion Shell plansto start construction on
11 their solar farm quarter four this year.
12 Marion CAN DO! and our partners, which
13 include workforce administrators, landowners,
14 planners, and utility companies, have spent the last
15 year and a half developing shell-ready sites for
16 JobsOhio. JobsOhio promotes these sites for Intel,
17 Honda EV, and other manufacturing suppliers looking
18 for premier sites.
19 We are proud that in the 11-county
20 One Columbus economic devel opment region about
21 20 percent or 5 of these sitesarein Marion. Many
22 suppliers to these companies, especially Asian and
23 European companies, prefer communities embrace carbon
24 neutrality.
25 While I'm not for or against the

23 MR. COMSTOCK: No.
24 JUDGE AGRANOFF: Do you live within the
25 project area or work in the project area?
Page 127
1 MR. COMSTOCK: No.
2 JUDGE AGRANOFF: Are you a member of
3 the Concerned Citizens intervener group?
4 MR. COMSTOCK: No.
5 JUDGE AGRANOFF: Areyou an individual
6 intervener in this proceeding?
7 MR. COMSTOCK: No.
8 JUDGE AGRANOFF: Please proceed.
9 MR. COMSTOCK: Thank you.
10 WHEREUPON,
11 GUS COMSTOCK,

12 called as awitness and having been first duly sworn
13 to tell the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but

14 the truth, was examined and testified as follows:

15 DIRECT STATEMENT

16 MR. COMSTOCK: Again, my nameis Gus
17 Comstock, and I'm the director of Marion CAN DO!
18 We're the city and county's non-profit economic

19 development agency. Recently, the Marion CAN DO!
20 board decided not to take a position on the Chestnut
21 Solar project or solar projects in general much like

22 the Ohio Farm Bureau.

23 Personally, I'm not for or against this

24 project. | appreciate you thoroughly investigating

25 and making an informed decision, which | know that you

Page 129
1 Chestnut project, | know that you will make decisions
2 to keep Ohio and Marion a competitive state and
3 community that can attract the best employees and
4 companies. Thank you.
5 JUDGE AGRANOFF: Cross-examination?

6 CROSS-EXAMINATION
7 BY MS. FLAHIVE:
8 Q Mr. Comstock, if | heard your testimony
9 correctly, you reviewed the application?
10 A Correct.
11 Q Haveyou had achanceto review the staff
12 report?
13 A No.
14 Q Intheapplication, were you ableto

15 understand alot of the technical information the
16 applicant provided?

17 A Yes

18 Q Isthat kind of information important in the

19 bigger picture to developers considering Central Ohio?
20 A Yes

21 Q Howso?

22 A Wadll, they want to know what type of land

23 is, what the geotechnical study showed, things like

24 that.
25 Q Anddoyou have concern if the Power Siting
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1 Board were to deny the project?
2 A No
3 Q Doyou have concernif the assessment by the

1
2
3

4 Ohio Power Siting Board relates to the popularity of a 4

5 project aside from the technical analysis?
6 A No
7 Q Sowhenit comesto the developerswho are
8 considering Marion, is the culture of Marion County
9 when it comes to renewabl e projects important?

10 A Yes

11 MS. FLAHIVE: Nothing further.

12 JUDGE AGRANOFF: Thank you. If you
13 could please hand that letter to the court reporter?
14 THE REPORTER: Thank you.

15 JUDGE AGRANOFF: And | assumeit has
16 your name on it?

17 MR. COMSTOCK: Yes, sir.

18 JUDGE AGRANOFF: Okay. Thank you.
19 (Exhibit UM was marked for

20 identification.)

21 Next, we have Matt -- | believeit's

22 Russell or Russeel? Lookslike R-U-S-S-E-E-L? The
23 addressis 1909 Allen. | can't make that out. Well
24 assume he's not here.

8
9

14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
2 22
23
24

JUDGE AGRANOFF: Okay. Please proceed

with your testimony.
WHEREUPON,
NANCY MCDANIEL,

5 called as awitness and having been first duly sworn
6 totell thetruth, the whole truth, and nothing but
7 thetruth, was examined and testified as follows:

DIRECT STATEMENT

MS. MCDANIEL: | support solar farms
10 when they're located on rooftops, brown fields,
11 hazardous waste sites, industrial sites, and the top
12 floors of parking garages. Solar farms do more harm
13 than good in locations where they ruin communities,
destroy farmland and quality of life, such asthe
Chestnut Solar project will do if approved.

Under the Ohio revised code, it states
that the facility will serve the public interest,
convenience, and necessity. This project does not do
that. Public interest. Obviously, the public
interest -- it's not in the public's interest. We've

proven that time and time again.

Convenience. It'sjust the opposite.
Think of the construction phase. That alone would
leave our roadways damaged and heavily congested, dust

Page 132

25 Next is Nancy McDaniel, and on deck 25 all over our homes and in our swimming pools. It
Page 131 Page 133

1 would be Evie Collins. 1 would drive usindoors. It would be unsafe for

2 THE REPORTER: Y ou said McDaniel? 2 walking, jogging, pushing strollers, and riding bikes,

3 JUDGE AGRANOFF: McDaniel, yes. 3 all popular neighborhood activities.

4 THE REPORTER: Thank you. 4 Upon completion, imagine how depressing

5 JUDGE AGRANOFF: Please raise your 5 it would be getting up every morning to look at 404

6 right hand. Do you solemnly swear or affirm that the 6 acresof solar panels. A solar farmisas

7 testimony you're about to give in this proceeding is 7 mood-lifting as aterminal disease. Another major

8 thetruth? 8 inconvenience is the constant irritating, unpleasant

9 MS. MCDANIEL: | do. 9 noise solar farms generate and could easily drive a
10 JUDGE AGRANOFF: Thank you. Please 10 person insane as we've heard an example tonight.
11 state your full name and address for the record. 11 To say theincreased flooding and
12 MS. MCDANIEL: Nancy McDanidl, 12 drainageissuesin the area would be amajor
13 3845 Maple Grove Road, Marion, Ohio. 13 inconvenienceis an understatement. The proposed site
14 JUDGE AGRANOFF: Doyouliveina 14 has always had flooding and drainage issues. These
15 township? 15 issues have worsened and spread to most residences on
16 MS. MCDANIEL: Pleasant Township. 16 Maple Grove Road.
17 JUDGE AGRANOFF: And do you reside or 17 Before ahard rain, my front yard is
18 work within the project area? 18 dry. After, | have water as much as 50 feet wide in
19 MS. MCDANIEL: | reside withinit. 19 places and up to 3 feet deep, rushing. In my backyard
20 JUDGE AGRANOFF: Thank you. And areyou | 20 thereisacreek which goes from 6 inches deep before
21 amember of the Concerned Citizens intervening group? 21 therainto 3to 5 feet deep after.
22 MS. MCDANIEL: | am. 22 Kyle Loper from Marion County Soil and
23 JUDGE AGRANOFF: And are you also an 23 Water told me the addition of afew homes on Maple
24 individual intervener? 24 Grove Road was contributing -- was a contributing
25 MS. MCDANIEL: No. 25 factor to the increased flooding. He said the houses
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1 built in later years take up land the water used to be
2 ableto soak into.
3 If the addition of a handful of homes
4 can cause this much problem, how much more flooding
5 will 408 acres of solar panels acting like aroof and
6 preventing the rain from soaking into the ground make?
7 Furthermore, the flow of the current field tile will
8 be severely compromised -- another inconvenience.
9 We do not have safe ways to fight solar
10 farms. Should we have asolar farm fire, | pray it
11 doesnot end like East Palestine. Clint Canterbury,
12 Pleasant Township Fire Chief, wrote aletter to the
13 OPSB. He stated, "Our fire department would receive
14 approximately $38,265 additional funds annually from
15 thisproject." He detailed why this could not begin
16 to cover the expense required to be ableto fight a
17 solar farm fire.
18 Then we talk about necessity.
19 Absolutely not. Starving people are a necessity. We
20 have -- food is anecessity. We're not running out of
21 energy. U.S. farmland fell by 20.1 million acres
22 between 2017 and 2022 and continues to disappear.
23 That isequal to 7.65 acres a minute over the
24 five-year timeframe.
25 Solar farms require more acres of land
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1 your nameisclearly on there.

2 (Exhibit 21 was marked for
3 identification.)
4 MS. MCDANIEL: How many?
5 JUDGE AGRANOFF: Wejust need one.
6 MS. MCDANIEL: How many?
7 JUDGE MARCELLETTI: Just oneisfine.
8 MS. MCDANIEL: Okay.
9 JUDGE AGRANOFF: Thank you.
10 MS. MCDANIEL: You're welcome.
11 JUDGE AGRANOFF: Any cross-examination?
12 MS. FLAHIVE: No, Your Honor.
13 JUDGE AGRANOFF: Thank you.
14 Next, we have Evie Collins, and on deck
15 isBev Ford.
16 Please raise your right hand. Do you
17 solemnly swear or affirm that the testimony you're
18 about to givein this proceeding is the truth?
19 MS. COLLINS: Yes.
20 JUDGE AGRANOFF: Thank you. Please
21 state your full name and address for the record.
22 MS. COLLINS: My nameisEvie Collins,
23 E-V-I-E, C-O-L-L-I-N-S. | live at 3902 Maple Grove
24 Road, Pleasant Township, Marion, Ohio 43302.
25 JUDGE AGRANOFF: Thank you. And do you
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1 than any other form of energy. We cannot afford to
2 continue to lose farmland at the present pace. At a
3 time when we should be producing more food, we are
4 rapidly getting rid of farmland.
5 We also need jobs. We have a gentleman
6 herefrom the carpenters union. And he said at one
7 timein hisremarks 130 jobs and another 200 would be
8 brought in with this. What he failed to tell you was
9 those are through the construction phase. Then they
10 just disappear.
11 However, farming -- the agricultural
12 community -- is 10.4 percent of the total jobsin this
13 country. Soif you're going to decrease the farmland,
14 you're going to decrease those jobs. What are you
15 going to replace them with? | guess I'm done.
16 JUDGE AGRANOFF: Thank you for your
17 testimony.
18 MS. MCDANIEL: You're welcome.
19 JUDGE AGRANOFF: Y ou certainly do have
20 the opportunity to file any lettersin the public
21 comment section of our commission docket.
22 MS. MCDANIEL: Okay. Did you want
23 copies of what | said?
24 JUDGE AGRANOFF: You certainly can
25 provide that to the court report, and make sure that
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1 live or work within the project area?
2 MS. COLLINS: WEell, not sure how she
3 defines the project area, but my property butts up
4 against the Neidhart farm, so therefore, my property
5 will touch the solar property essentially.
6 JUDGE AGRANOFF: And are you a member
7 of the Concerned Citizens intervening group?
8 MS. COLLINS: Not of theintervening
9 group but I'm a member of the concerned Pleasant
Township committee. 1'm not an individual member.

JUDGE AGRANOFF: Okay. Thank you.
Please proceed with your testimony.
WHEREUPON,

EVIE COLLINS,
called as awitness and having been first duly sworn
to tell the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but
the truth, was examined and testified as follows:
DIRECT STATEMENT

MS. COLLINS: | request that you oppose
the Chestnut Solar project and do not permit its
construction. There are approximately 38 homes that
have property directly next to the proposed location.
23 Include al of the other homes on the west side of
24 Maple Grove Road and the homes in Southern Estates.
25 All of those homes are at risk of losing property

10
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value. And asaresult, hundreds of residents have
significant potential in losing their largest lifetime
financial investment.

Pleasant Township is a sought-after
areafor residential living, good schools, nice homes,
and a better life. This project will not only take
away good housing options but will also put many of
those close proximity homes at risk of water and sewer
damage. Y ou cannot in good faith allow this project
to go in and jeopardize the surrounding neighbors.
Solar does not have aplacein this
specific proposed location. It isthe wrong location.

1
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community for solar production of any size. Many of
these solar production companies do not replace panels
for months when they become cracked or damaged.
Depending on the panel, toxins can leak into the soil
and water tables.

We've had two vehiclesin the past few
years who have driven through the farm fields where
the proposed solar panelswould be. Onewas a
semitruck who went off road on Route 23, and another
was a suspi cious suspect fleeing the neighborhood.
Had those panels been there, there likely would have
been atragic fire causing much damage, which leads me

13 Large solar production facilities do not belong near 13 to my next point.
14 this many homes. Our township worked with our 14 Our township fire department is not
15 community and passed zoning saying no solar production | 15 equipped or trained to handle such an incident,
16 under 50 megawatts. And our county commissioners 16 putting many homes and properties at risk if there
17 passed zoning thanks to Senate Bill 52, nothing 50 17 wereto be significant fire.
18 megawatts or more in Pleasant Township. 18 What would this production facility and
19 So many people have said no up until 19 all the negative that comes with it do to homeowners
20 thispoint. Pleaselisten to the people who livein 20 insurance policies? What will be required of them to
21 thiscommunity. We don't want this project. We don't 21 sewage, flooding, water damage, et cetera? And those
22 want solar in our township. Our elected officials 22 residents will have to pay, not the solar company who
23 have said the same. Please stop Chestnut Solar and do 23 caused the problems.
24 not permit construction of this project. 24 There are plenty of other placesin
25 Reasons | am in opposition of this 25 Marion County where a project of this size would
Page 139 Page 141
1 project: for the homes that will be placed at risk 1 affect this many houses. There are other townships
2 for losing property value due to aesthetics and 2 that are fine with the solar production coming in. 1f
3 environmental concerns; for the hardworking people who 3 Chestnut Solar wants to be agood community partner,
4 will have a difficult time selling their homesin the 4 they can get out of Pleasant Township.
5 futureif this project goesin. I've heard of housing 5 Our trustees have said no. Our
6 contractsfalling through in other counties due to the 6 commissioners have said no. Local agencies have said
7 impending solar projects, again, due to changing 7 no. Itistime for the Ohio Power Siting Board to say
8 aesthetics and fear of environmental concerns; the 8 no. Asstated, there have been many voices of
9 sewer and water damage that will come from many 9 opposition, not just today, but for many months and
10 homeownersin Maple Grove Road. 10 years, so many voices. Itisloud.
11 On June 21, 2021, Dave Neidhart who 11 Do not let your ears become deaf to
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owns the land where the proposed solar project could
be located, in atownship meeting -- minutes are
recorded -- stated that he was not pursuing solar
production anymore due to the fact that the solar
company was not addressing the water issues. This
tells me the solar company doesn't authentically care
about the residents.

The damage to the nearby roads, yes,
all of that equipment and the trucks will create
significant damage to theroads. How scary isit that
much prime farmland is being scooped up by these solar
production companies who have no true appreciation or
care for the communities they invade?

Pleasant Township is the wrong

12
13
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these voices, who have worked tirelessly for months to
stop solar in our township. The community has spoken
over and over and over again. We said no. We say no
today, and we will continue to say no. In my closure,
| respectfully beg you to stop the Chestnut Solar
project and end this once and for al for the people
of this community who actually live here.
JUDGE AGRANOFF: Cross?
CROSS-EXAMINATION

BY MS. FLAHIVE:

Q Ms. Cdllins, | have afew questions about
the discussion you referenced with the county drainage
authority. Did | hear you correctly?

A No. | did not discuss anything about the
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1 county drainage authority.

2 Q Didyou bring any concerns regarding the

3 drainage to the county?

4 A Soinour conversations with county

5 trustees, yes, | did.

6 Q Soyouexpressed to the township trustees

7 that there needed to be a civil engineering solution

8 to mitigate the flooding that your property was

9 experiencing?
10 A | didnot say anything about that. No.
11  Q Youdidn't request relief from the township
12 trusteesrelative to the flooding?
13 A | donot remember having that conversation.
14 If you have something in writing, I'd be happy to
15 review it.
16 Q Youdidn't request additional drainageto be
17 put in by the county for your property?
18 A Sowewereassessed afee. The people that
19 live on Maple Grove Road were assessed afee. We
20 didn't have a choice to my understanding. There

Page 144

1 JUDGE AGRANOFF: I'm not sure what
2 you're referencing and who provided that.
3 MS. COLLINS: It hasyour logo on it.
4 JUDGE AGRANOFF: Isthat the Ohio Power
5 Siting Board?
6 MS. COLLINS: Yup. I'll giveit --
7 I'vecircled it and I'll provideit up here.
8 JUDGE AGRANOFF: Thank you.
9 Next, we have Bev Ford and on deck is
10 Bob Clark.
11 MS. FORD: | respectfully pass on my

12 comments at the meeting today.

13 JUDGE AGRANOFF: Okay. Thank you.
14 Bob Clark? IsBob here?
15 Okay. WEe'll move on next to Vicki

16 Kermasor Kerman?

17 MS. KERMAN: Kerman.

18 JUDGE AGRANOFF: Kerman? Pleaseraise
19 your right hand. Do you solemnly swear or affirm that
20 the testimony you're about to give in this proceeding

21 was-- | can't remember the name of the culvert, but | 21 isthe truth?
22 we were al tax assessed for that and had to pay into | 22 MS. KERMAN: Yes.
23 it for things to get fixed. 23 JUDGE AGRANOFF; Please state your full
24 Q Andthat culvert wasinstalled? 24 name and address for the record.
25 UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER: It wasn't 25 MS. KERMAN: Vicki Kerman, K-E-R-M-A-N.
Page 143 Page 145
1 approved. 1 The addressis 3375 County Road 125, and that'sin
2 THE WITNESS: Okay. It wasn't 2 Cardington.
3 approved. 3 JUDGE AGRANOFF: Doyouresideinthe
4 BY MS. FLAHIVE: 4 township?
5 Q Itwasnot approved because the project 5 MS. KERMAN: No.
6 would be providing civil engineering solution that 6 JUDGE AGRANOFF: And do you live or
7 would fix the drainage; true? 7 work within the project area?
8 A | donotknow that answer. | cannot comment 8 MS. KERMAN: No.
9 because | do not know the answer. 9 JUDGE AGRANOFF: And are you a member
10 MS. FLAHIVE: Nothing further. 10 of Concerned Citizens?
11 JUDGE AGRANOFF: Do you have any 11 MS. KERMAN: No.
12 additional documentation? 12 JUDGE AGRANOFF: Areyou an individual
13 MS. COLLINS: | have my speech, but | 13 intervener?
14 have made editsto it throughout this evening, so | 14 MS. KERMAN: No.
15 don't know if that matters or not. 15 JUDGE AGRANOFF: Please proceed with
16 JUDGE AGRANOFF: You could provide that 16 your testimony.
17 to the court reporter. 17 MS. KERMAN: Thank you.
18 (Exhibit 22 was marked for 18 WHEREUPON,
19 identification.) 19 VICKIE KERMAN,
20 MS. COLLINS: Okay. Oh, | do have one 20 caled as awitness and having been first duly sworn
21 clarifying point. So on the information that you 21 totell the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but

22 passed out this evening you referenced Pleasant

23 Township and Marion County, and that isincorrect. So
24 | don't know what value this bearsin any kind of

25 legal action, but the wrong township is listed.

22 thetruth, was examined and testified as follows:

23 DIRECT STATEMENT

24 MS. KERMAN: Good evening and thank you
25 for this opportunity to provide testimony. My nameis
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Vickie Kerman. | livein Cardington, whichisin
Morrow County. | am achemical engineer. Although |
am now retired, during my career, | worked for ail,
engineering and construction, and high-tech companies.
| also founded and for 15 yearsran afirm, which
installed barcode automation systems in manufacturing
plants throughout the state of Ohio.

Engineers are responsible for making
things work in the real world. We need data, not
assumptions, to do that. | reviewed several of the
application packages and documents publicly available
on the Siting Board's website, including those of
13 Chestnut Solar. Furthermore, I've read many, many of
14 the public comments submitted after projects had
15 started construction or been in operation. The
16 storiesaretruly frightening, and | encourage you to
17 read them all.
18 | am more than concerned by several
19 major aspects of this and other farmland-based solar
20 projects. But due to time constraints of this
21 testimony, | will focus on just one, namely, the issue
22 of decommissioning.
23 Throughout the application process, the
24 Chester Solar developer has committed to full
25 restoration of the farmland. In the body of its March
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1 last week | communicated with him by email. He
2 responded, quote, "I do not know of any study that has
3 actually evaluated whether restoring land can indeed
4 bedone. All isspeculation at this point. Thereare
5 severa key areasthat just aren't as easy as most
6 proclaim to fix."
7 Mr. Carroll is not uniquein his
8 uncertainty about decommissioning. | have attached
9 papers of severa agriculture professionals, who have
10 also addressed thisissue. The net result isthat
11 Chestnut Solar developer is making a commitment, which
12 based on the contents of his application and
13 supporting documents, appears to have little if any
14 real world evidence base and, therefore, may not be
15 deliverable.
16 If Chestnut Solar is aware of such
17 studies, | would welcome the opportunity to review
18 them. But Chestnut Solar the developer is not the
19 only developer making this claim. Blossom Solar's
20 application, for example, takes the same approach
21 committing, quote, "The areas used by the project will
22 be returned to the predevelopment condition and may be
23 used for farming and agricultural land uses or
24 whatever the owner desires for the land," unquote.
25 How many of these solar projects are
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1 2023 application, the devel oper reiterated its

2 committed to, quote, "ensure that the project area can

3 be converted back to its preconstruction agricultural

4 use after decommissioning,” unquote.

5 In making this commitment, the

6 developer did not offer any detail regarding

7 specifically how the full restoration would be

8 accomplished. It just provided the assurance that it

9 would be done. Being somewhat skeptical, | searched
10 theliterature for evidence-based research programs,
11 which had been done on decommissioning, and could find
12 nothing -- just papers which dealt with
13 decommissioning in theory.
14 | came upon an article from 2021
15 written by Mike Carroll, the county extension director
16 for the North Carolina Cooperative Extension entitled,
17 "Can Solar Energy Production Be Converted to
18 Farmland?' Mr. Carroll states, quote, "The assumption
19 that farmland can simply be converted from solar
20 energy production back into original and to
21 agricultural production is not guaranteed. The
22 redlity isthat one will have far greater expenses
23 than income for many years until optimum production
24 conditions are restored."
25 Wanting to know if he had any updates,

Page 149

1 moving ahead with a commitment to full restoration

2 when thereis no evidence that this can be

3 accomplished?

4 Onelast thing: In a December 2023

5 article, "Solar Panel Testing and Certification

6 Overview," the author discusses the following

7 regarding PV panels used for rooftops. He says, "Do

8 you liveon or closeto afarm? If so, keep an eye

9 out for IEC62716. Thisisatest to determinea
10 modul€'s resistance to ammonia. While most people
11 don't have to worry about their high concentration of
12 ammonia exposure with their PV modules, installing
13 your solar panel system close to farms and livestock
14 can be aconcern.
15 "Ammonia corrosion can accelerate
16 degradation in a panel leading to overall
17 electricity -- lower overall electricity production
18 over lifetime of your system. Why arewe installing
19 solar panels on farms when exposure to ammonia causes
20 degradation of the panels, which results in reduced
21 performance and/or |eakage of aluminum and other
22 compounds into the soil? Why are we constructing
23 irreplacesble farmland when there are other better
24 sites available?'
25 JUDGE AGRANOFF: Thank you.
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1 MS. KERMAN: Thank you for your time. 1 JUDGE AGRANOFF: Which township?
2 JUDGE AGRANOFF: | believe Counsel has 2 MR. FORD: Pleasant Township.
3 some questions for you. 3 JUDGE AGRANOFF: Thank you.
4 CROSS-EXAMINATION 4 MR. FORD: And I'm not wearing red
5 BY MS. FLAHIVE: 5 because | didn't get the memo.
6 Q Ms. Kerman, | believe you had said in your 6 JUDGE AGRANOFF: Please proceed with
7 professional career you were involved with oil and 7 your testimony.
8 gas? 8 WHEREUPON,
9 A Yes 9 DOUG FORD,
10 Q Andyouwerean engineer for oil and gas? 10 called as awitness and having been first duly sworn
11 A Yes Yes 11 to tell the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but
12 Q Areyoufamiliar with gas-fired power 12 the truth, was examined and testified as follows:
13 plants? 13 DIRECT STATEMENT
14 A That wasnot my job. My job was defining 14 MR. FORD: We're heard alot of facts,
15 refineries. 15 and | just want to say | appreciate you being here. |
16 Q Haveyou spent any time doing any sort of 16 know it's arequired meeting, but | appreciate the
17 self-study relating to gas-fired power plants? 17 disposition that you've demonstrated throughout the
18 A No,notatal. 18 entire meeting. Try to befair on both sides. You've
19 Q Soyou'renot aware of the decommissioning 19 been respectful and, for me, that's important.
20 of associated with that kind of a generation source? 20 Y ou're hearing our comments. | know
21 A No. I'mnot. 21 you'relistening to them. | know you're transcribing,
22 MS. FLAHIVE: Nothing further. 22 and | don't know how to express the heart behind the
23 JUDGE AGRANOFF: Thank you. 23 comments. My comments are not going to be alot of
24 MS. KERMAN: Thank you. 24 fact. I'll start withthat injust aminute. But
25 JUDGE AGRANOFF: If you have any 25 most of it's going to be about feeling and thought
Page 151 Page 153
1 supporting documentation -- 1 because I'm atouchy-feely guy because the sentiment
2 MS. KERMAN: | just gaveit. 2 of what Chestnut Solar project represents is much
3 JUDGE AGRANOFF: Thank you. 3 larger than facts.
4 (Exhibit 23 was marked for 4 There'salot of history behind it. It
5 identification.) 5 affects-- it will affect and impact the futures of
6 Next, we have | believeit's Ronnie or 6 those who are not only here but future buyers and/or
7 Lonnie Daniels? IsLonnie here? 7 families who -- whose farms have been passed down to
8 MR. DANIELS: | will pass. 8 them. I'm the zoning inspector, brand new, so | know
9 JUDGE AGRANOFF: Okay. Thank you, sir. 9 very little about my job. But I do know enough that
10 Next would be Doug Ford, and on deck 10 anything south of Owens Road predominantly is zoned
11 will be Francisco Gonzales. 11 agricultural. Anything north of Owens Road is
12 Please raise your right hand. Do you 12 predominantly zoned residential.
13 solemnly swear or affirm that the testimony you're 13 | did read some of the zoning
14 about to give in this proceeding is the truth? 14 ordinances before | bought my house, and | did expect
15 MR. FORD: Yes. 15 housing to be devel oped eventually around me. | had
16 JUDGE AGRANOFF: Please state your full 16 no desire or expectation that a solar project would be
17 name and address for the record. 17 built.
18 MR. FORD: My nameis Doug Ford. | 18 The facts are on page 40 of the staff
19 live at 1375 Somerlot Hoffman Road East. | live 19 report. | know it's been read, but if you'll let me
20 within the project area. | work at Marion General 20 read that one moretime. The staff report, which |
21 Hospital. | am not an intervener and whatever other 21 believe al the agencies trust the representatives who
22 question you have. 22 conducted the staff report who have their
23 JUDGE AGRANOFF: Do you livein the 23 responsibility to give back areport of recommendation
24 township? 24 for the board, it says, "Some local opposition is not
25 MR. FORD: Yes. | --yes. 25 uncommon in many power generation siting projects.
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1 "But when observing and documenting
2 considerable opposition filed in the docket, staff
3 recognizes that in this proceeding the opposition has
4 been especially prominent and overwhelmingly one-sided
5 from the local government agencies and the citizens.
6 The staff believesthat the public opposition will
7 create negative impacts within the local community.”
8 | just want to read that again. "The
9 staff believesthat the public opposition will create
10 negative impacts within the local community. Staff
11 believesthat any benefitsto the local community are
12 outweighed by the overwhelming documented public
13 opposition. And, therefore, the project would not
14 servethe public interest, convenience, and
15 necessity."
16 | would ask that the board side with
17 the staff report of investigation recommending denial
18 of the certificate. | would also ask that it deny the
19 Chestnut Solar, LLC's expedited partially and opposed
20 motion for stay.
21 Now the feelings and thoughts. | tend
22 tobeacurious guy, and | just have some questions.
23 | don't expect answers. But | do think they cloud the
24 project, especialy the character behind it. | just
25 wonder why Chestnut Solar doesn't relocate to a

Page 156
1 CROSS-EXAMINATION
2 BY MS. FLAHIVE:
3 Q Soasthe zoning inspector --
4 A Goandask.
5 Q --Ilimaginethat youwould believe that the
6 Pleasant Township zoning resolution provides adequate
7 protection from aland use perspective?
8 A Beforel answer your question, | respect
9 what you're doing and | respect you. We don't haveto
10 agreeto hear voices. But | really don't like
11 yes-and-no questions that are pointed because behind
12 every question is a statement and demand, not just
13 from you but anyone. So | believein our zoning
14 ordinances and guidelines that exist today that do not
15 encourage thiskind of solar project.
16 Q Theusesthat are encouraged for that land,
17 there'sawide range of them; isthat fair?
18 A Therecan be appeals made. But normally,
19 the precedent is set and is followed.
20  Q Waell, not referring to just as amatter of
21 right in the zoning resolution. There's awide array
22 of usesthat a property owner can engagein for land
23 that's been designated agricultural. Would you agree
24 with that?
25 A Should that be correct, which | believeit

Page 155
1 welcoming community. Why are these acres so important
2 that it hasto go the Supreme Court? It hasto be
3 asked for astay. It hasto havelitigation. It
4 doesn't make sense. Surely in Ohio there are
5 welcoming communities.
6 | have one minute |eft? I'd like to
7 take my wife's five minutes and passit along. I'll
8 hurry then. | won't be so curious. So | would
9 encourage them to find another welcoming community.
10 And | would like to offer my services for an hourly
11 feeto help them find that.
12 I'm just wondering why did the friend
13 of one of the property owners relocate to Delaware two
14 years ago when they lived on the frontage of the
15 proposed site. | wonder if they had knowledge that
16 thiswas going to come and be built. Why the secrecy
17 of the project from the beginning?
18 | wonder if -- | wonder if the voices
19 that were not allowed to speak publicly because of
20 contract still have the same sentiment as when that
21 contract wasinitiated. Concerning the character of
22 the-- am | done?
23 JUDGE AGRANOFF: Thank you, Mr. Ford.
24 MR. FORD: In closing, you can ask me
25 about my feelings.

Page 157

1 is, thissolar project is not one of them.

2 Q Sowhenyou'relooking at apermitted use,

3 such as my example that now everyoneisintimately

4 familiar with, the hog barn example or a poultry farm

5 example --

6 A Oh,sure. Yeah, yesh.

7 Q Sure. Sotheimpactsof apermitted use

8 likethat --

9 A Yes
10 Q How wouldyou compare those to the solar
11 project that's been proposed?
12 A When| was apastor, | took six men. And
13 when Doug Schilling's farm flooded and he had to get
14 rid of some runoff because of some standards, we spent
15 al night with the hogs. | wouldn't oppose it because
16 it'sallowed by ordinances.

17 Q Sure, exactly.
18 A Yes
19 Q Andwhenl say impacts, I'm referring to

20 smélls, sounds, sights. Y ou understand?

21 A Smell hasolfactory adaptation when

22 something stinksin the room. Y ou get used to it when
23 you live around manure, unless you're driving by and
24 you don't get used to it because you don't stick

25 around long enough.
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But that same kind of adaptation, olfactory,
doesn't occur with sound. Y ou don't get rid of the
buzz. You don't get rid of theringing. It'snot --
it's not transferrable from organ to organ. | sound
like I know what I'm talking about but | don't.

Q Setting aside the assumptions regarding the
buzz, let's just -- | want to just make surethat |
understand your testimony regarding the current
permitted uses. It'strue that on this property zoned
agricultural the owner could construct alarge hog or
poultry farm?

Do you believeit'strue?
Correct. I'm asking you.
Weéll, I'm asking you, too.
Sir, please answer.

JUDGE AGRANOFF: Sir, please answer the
question that was asked of you.

THE WITNESS: Because I'm so new at

this, I'll have to refer to the ordinances book, and
I'd like to get back with you.
BY MS. FLAHIVE:

Q Soundsgood. I'll ask a more general
question. When there are discretionary approvals that
go to the Zoning Commission, there are oftentimes
mitigation measures that are put in place to ensure
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1 abides within the zoning ordinances. Y eah.

2 Q Andsoyou'vereviewed the conditions that

3 staff has proposed for this project should it be

4 approved; haven't you?

5 A Areyouassuming | have?

6 Q Asking.

7 A |havenot. That'swhat | had more my

8 feelingsthan facts.

9 Q Okayso--
10 A Butl trust -- | trust the staff report,
11 though.
12 Q Sothere's nothing in the conditions that
13 you're aware of here this evening that you believeis
14 inadequate to mitigate any impacts from this project?
15 A | think that | have concern. | can givean
16 exampleif you'd like. And if it's not answering your
17 question, | would ask you to stop me and -- but if --
18 isthere somewhere in that report that they want to
19 take 20 percent of the topsoil, but it's recommended
20 by the staff that they take 5 percent? That concerns
21 me.
22 Y ou know, the property behind me has had
23 violations reported to the EPA because of septic,
24 sewage, waste dumped on us -- behind us. But it's no
25 monitored, and so | do have concerns. | do think that

Page 159
that the impacts that may flow from that development
don't have an adverse effect on the local community;
true?

A According to the recent conference that
invited all the township trustees and zoning
officials, when an appeal is brought before the zoning
commission or the appeal s board, there can be no
demands placed upon. It's either accepted or denied.
So | would -- | think if | understand your question,
no. We can't say you can build if you do this. It's
an appeal. We either accept it or not.

If you'refiling for thefirst -- if you

don't have an accessory building and you want to build
14 one, sure. If you have accessory building and you
15 want to build a second, you'd have to tear down the
16 first one or we have conditions that normally are met.
17 But we can't demand that you do any certain things.
18 Q Thoseare standard conditions that you're
19 referring to?
20 A Sayitdifferently?
21 Q You sad therewere conditions that are
22 normally met?
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23 A Every --- every apped isdifferent so --
24  Q Sothere'sno standard conditions?
25 A Thereare precedents set and aslong asit
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1 there would be a negative impact during the building
2 and after, during the construction and after. Did |
3 answer your question, or did | go off board or
4 offline?
5 Q Wadl,itactualy opened the door to a
6 couple of more questions.
7 A Oh,I just need to be quiet.
8 Q Soregarding the flooding because thisisan
9 important point so -
10 A Water?
11  Q Yes, thewater, the standing water. Y our
12 property is affected by that situation?
13 A Waell, my property getswater. Yeah. It's
14 gonein three days.
15 Q If thecivil engineering for this project
16 could assure you that the state --
17 A Theycan't.
18 Q They can't? Soyour testimony isthat it's
19 impossible to have a civil engineering solution on
20 this property to mitigate the water?

21 A No. I'mnot. | saidthey can't assure me
22 that they will.

23 Q sityour --

24 A They -- they may be ableto, but they can't

25 assure methat they will. Soif this project goes
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1 forward, | will have timestamped photos of the water
2 that collects the ducks on my property, and three days
3 later they had to fly north. And should water come
4 after the project, I'll have timestamped photos if
5 it'sgonein three days but now it's gonein three
6 weeks. Now | have to go to litigation, pay alawyer,
7 and it will just drag on.
8 Q Soyour testimony isthat you're agreeing
9 that there could be an engineering solution? You're

10 just not persuaded to address the flooding?
11 A Canl tell you why I'm not persuaded?
12 JUDGE AGRANOFF: Please refrain from

13 the noisein the audience.

14 THE WITNESS: Can | tell you why I'm
15 not persuaded? 1'm not persuaded primarily because
16 the staff report is recommending it not go forward
17 because of community resistance.

18 BY MS. FLAHIVE:

19 Q Butyou'renot stating here today under oath
20 that thereis absolutely no civil engineering

21 solution?

22 A I'mnot qualified to state under oath.

23 That's not my expertise. 1'm not qualified. You're
24 asking me -- it's all about trust. And I've given you
25 two examples where the character behind the property

Page 164
1 inyour answersto Ms. Flahive, you had indicated in
2 your responses referencing the zoning board and the
3 zoning commission. Whichiis--
4 MR. FORD: The zoning commission is the
5 appeals board.
6 JUDGE AGRANOFF: And which specific one
7 wereyou referring to here?

8 MR. FORD: If they apply --

9 JUDGE AGRANOFF: Isit the Marion
10 County?
11 MR. FORD: It'sthe Pleasant Township

12 Zoning Commission, Pleasant Township Appeals Board.

13 JUDGE AGRANOFF: Okay. Thank you.
14 MR. FORD: Thank you.
15 JUDGE AGRANOFF: Next we have Francisco

16 Gonzales. We'll assume that he has left. And at this
17 point, that isall of the testimony that we have with

18 respect to those witnesses that are not interveners.

19 And next we have alist of intervener testimony.

20 But before we go to the intervener

21 testimony, thiswill be your last opportunity if you

22 wereinterested in testifying as a non-intervener to

23 do so. Isthere anybody currently in the room that

24 hasthat desire? Okay. I'll take silence asano.

25 And next, we will move onto the intervener testimony.

Page 163

1 and behind the project has been suspect. And soif |

2 trust moving forward, I'm going to go to the level of

3 trust | aready have.

4 Q Sogoing -- moving from the civil

5 engineering piece back to generally just the question

6 | had about the mitigation measures, is there anything

7 that you believe isinadequate as far asthe

8 conditions the staff has proposed to mitigate the

9 impact of the project?
10 A How will it be monitored? What will the
11 accountability? And then how will the consequences be
12 applied?

13 Q Those areyour concerns?

14 A Someof them.

15 Q Thereareothers?

16 A I wouldloveto do some more research and

17 get back to you.

18 Q Soundsgood. Nothing further.
19 A Youknow what? Thank you.
20 JUDGE AGRANOFF: Mr. Ford, | do have

21 just acouple of clarifying questions. Inyour
22 position as a zoning inspector, who are you employed

23 by?
24 MR. FORD: Pleasant Township.
25 JUDGE AGRANOFF: And you made reference

Page 165
1 JUDGE MARCELLETTI: All right. Thank
2 you, Judge.
3 | have first on my intervener list

4 Mr. Joe Stump, and next will be Ms. Betty Jo Lill.

5 Good evening, Mr. Stump. Pleaseraise

6 your right hand. Do you swear or affirm that the

7 testimony you are about to provide will be the truth?

8 MR. STUMP: Yes,

9 JUDGE MARCELLETTI: Thank you. And |
10 understand you are an intervener.
11 MR. STUMP: | am.
12 JUDGE MARCELLETTI: But| till need to
13 go through my questions.
14 MR. STUMP: Yes, sure.
15 JUDGE MARCELLETTI: Please spell and
16 state your name for the record, sir.
17 MR. STUMP: Legally George,
18 G-E-O-R-G-E, last name Stump, 3490 Maple Grove Road,
19 Marion, Ohio, Pleasant Township, and | am an
20 intervener.
21 JUDGE MARCELLETTI: Do you reside or
22 work within the project area?
23 MR. STUMP: | do both.
24 JUDGE MARCELLETTI: Okay. That'sfine.
25 Y ou may proceed.
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1 WHEREUPON,

2 GEORGE STUMP,

3 called as awitness and having been first duly sworn
4 totell the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but

5 thetruth, was examined and testified as follows:

6 DIRECT STATEMENT

7 MR. STUMP: Thank you. | don't havea

8 wholelot that's different than everyone else except

9 onething, and Ben has heard this before because | sat
10 in Dave Neidhart's attorney's office in Delaware,
11 Ohio. Ben.
12 Anyway, my scenario isthis. | bought
13 my house from Charlie Soltis [ph], and we heard the
14 story about Susan and Charlie, and they were using the
15 bathroom in afive-gallon bucket for a period of time
16 because they had a problem with their septic.
17 Remember this story? And so he spent tons of money to
18 put alift station in. The lift station adequately
19 shoved the sewage through the tile just enough to pass
20 inspection. We bought the house.
21 Then fast-forward about ayear. My
22 neighbor comes over and he says, "What's going on? |
23 have dl this sewage here in my garden." So he has
24 this 25-foot-wide, 45-foot-long garden that is
25 literally raw sewage, backed-up sewage, and so | said

aerial and we can see the darker green spots." That
darker green spot that's 3 feet wide that you're going
to -- you're going to miss these tiles? | don't think

S0O.

all spoken. You know, we found -- we found out about
thisyears ago. You know, we -- same things,
reiterating the same things: zoning board passed

9 resolution, township passed resolution, county

10 commissioners passed resolution.

11 Then SB52 comesup. You guysare

12 partialy grandfathered in, and so we go back. We
13 pass another resolution the township level and the
14 commissioner's level, and you guys send an attorney
15 down there, areally nice guy. And he actualy said
16 to me as he was there -- he was fighting a big condo
17 association going into his neighborhood,

18 attorney before this one.

19 But you send him down and he tried to

20 stop -- the stop the commissioners from passing this
21 resolution. Wait, wait, don't. We're having a

22 meeting. Don't. Well, why? If you guysare

23 grandfathered in, everything should be just fine. But
24 yet, no, they did pass. They passed aresolution

25 saying not only do we not want large-scale solar. We

1
2
3
4
5 So in closing, you know, | think we've
6
7
8

Page 168

probably
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1 | don't know. Sothere'sajet portin our tile, so
2 wepaid. We had someone port it out. And then about
3 70yards out into his backyard water shot up.
4 Luckily, we were able -- we were that close to that
5 brokentileto find it, right? So we had it fixed.
6 All is-- all isgood.
7 When we had meetings -- I've had lots
8 of meetings with you, Ben. You and I, we should be
9 buddies. We'vetalked so much. Devan aswell. |
10 asked you how many pylons are going to be shoved down
11 into this farmland? And the answer was about 22,000
12 pylons -- 22,000 pylons about 7 feet deep. That's
13 exactly what was said.
14 And so inevitably there's tons of tile
15 that isall through that back -- all -- listen to me.
16 I'm talking to you today -- to you -- 22,000 pylons
17 shoved down breaking tile. | was -- conveniently |
18 was ableto find the onetiny little broken tile that
19 created all this sewage backup.
20 Asbeing at the end of thislinein our
21 septic system, me and all my neighbors are going to be
22 getting the repercussions of all of these pylons being
23 shoved down into thetile. Thereisno -- there's no
24 map. There'sno GPS of thetile. You know that. In
25 fact, the last meeting you had, "Well, we can look

don't want your large-scale solar in our
neighborhood -- in our neighborhood.
So lots of reiteration. The
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14 MS. FLAHIVE: No.

15 JUDGE MARCELLETTI: Mr. Stump, do you
16 have a copy of your statement just for --

17 MR. STUMP: Well, yeah. It'smy actua
18 original statement and then my notes.

19 THE REPORTER: Okay, thank you.

20 MR. STUMP: Appreciateit.

21 JUDGE MARCELLETTI: Anything to help
22 clarity. Thank you.

23 Ms. Betty Jo Lill, comeonup. And |

24 have next Ms. Melodie Little. Bring this-- good

N
)]

evening, Ms. Lill.

commissioners have hired an attorney, Jack Van Kley.
He'sintervening. We hired an attorney, Kevin Dunn.
We're intervening. We don't want it. I'm good
anyway, so aminuteisgood. I'mfine. Thank you
very much for coming. You guysdid an amazing job.
It's very hard with alot of passion here, so you guys
did afantastic job. So that's pretty much all | have

JUDGE MARCELLETTI: Thank you,
Mr. Stump. Are there any questions from Counsel ?

Page 169
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1 MS. LILL: | feel the same way.
2 JUDGE MARCELLETTI: Pleaseraise your
3 right hand. Do you swear or affirm that the testimony
4 you about to provide will be the truth?
5 MS. LILL: I do.

JUDGE MARCELLETTI: And | aso noted
that you are an intervener. Thank you. If you can
please state and spell your name for the record,
malam.

© 0o ~NO

10
11
12

MS. LILL: First nameis Betty Jo,
B-E-T-T-Y-J-O. Last nameisLill, L-I-L-L.

JUDGE MARCELLETTI: And your address
13 including the township?
14 MS. LILL: 754 Owens Road West,
15 Pleasant Township, Marion, Ohio.
16 JUDGE MARCELLETTI: Do you live or work
17 within the project area?
18 MS. LILL: Our farmislessthan two
19 miles from the project site on Owens Road.
20 JUDGE MARCELLETTI: Thank you, maam.
21 You may proceed.

Page 172
1 from PIM website shows an additional 261,013 acres of
2 land that may be planned for solar development in
3 Ohio.
4 Farmers know best how to nurture the
5 precious 5 to 10 inches of topsoil. Most farmland in
6 Pleasant Township and the U.S. have been designated
7 with nationally significant soil, the best soil in the
8 world for producing food. Yet, on 404 acres of prime
9 farmland Chestnut Solar plans to piledrive 26,000
10 steel posts 7 to 11 feet in the ground to hold 170,500
11 solar panels, drive helical pilesto adepth of 7 feet
12 below gradeto hold inverters and other equipment,
13 construct a two-acre substation, approximately 3 miles
14 of graveled 20-foot wide access roads after stripping
15 the topsail, then grading and compacting the subsoil,
16 and 41,139 feet of underground trenching for
17 connection lines. That is a destructive use of prime
18 farmland.
19 Instead of smart solar siting such as
20 on buildings, land not suited for farming, rooftops,
21 carports, brown fields, et cetera, Chestnut Solar

22/ 22 application states that the project areais zoned
23 11 23 agriculture and prime farmland and also states on page
24 |1 24 37 some of their siting criteriais for land use such
25 /1 25 asagricultural land with minimal slope and water
Page 171 Page 173
1 WHEREUPON, 1 features, low population density, limited residential
2 BETTY JOLILL, 2 development, and contiguous acres.

3 called as awitness and having been first duly sworn

4 totell the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but

5 thetruth, was examined and testified as follows:

6 DIRECT STATEMENT

7 MS. LILL: | oppose Chestnut Solar

8 project and any solar project on farmland. It

9 concerns me that millions of acres of farmland are
10 being converted in the United States, including our
11 community. Our farm isless than two miles from the
12 solar project site on Owens Road. We are not worried
13 about our 750 acres of prime farmland in Pleasant
14 Township ever being paved over, developed, or covered
15 with solar panels. Itis preserved by Ohio's Farmland
16 Preservation Program, a program to which any farmer
17 can apply and be compensated.
18 According to American Farmland Trust,
19 ten percent of all farmland in the planet -- that's
20 theland that sustains us and grows our food -- isin
21 the United States and is being converted to other uses
22 tothetune of 175 acres per hour. Solar is consuming
23 farmland at arapid pace. In Ohio since 2018,
24 certificated and pending solar projects amount to over
25 90,000 mostly farmland acres. Information extracted

3 Homeowners on and around Maple Grove
4 Road aso prefer to livein an areawith limited
5 residential development next to open space areas such
6 aszoned agriculture, certainly not industrial, large-
7 scalesolar. Chestnut Solar cites the 2019 median
8 property value in Marion County as $100,800 and within
9 amile of asolar farm in Ohio, the median housing
10 unit valueis $173,079. | challenge Chestnut Solar to
11 find ahome on Maple Grave Road valued under $200,000.
12 Some people including farmers -- some
13 farmers -- think that they have the right to do
14 whatever they want with their land. But they don't
15 havethe right to infringe on the rights of others.
16 That iswhy we have zoning to benefit all. We do not
17 exist by and for ourselves. We livein acommunity.
18 Chestnut Solar claims to be compatible
19 with the Marion County land use plan because the
20 project site will be for future agricultural usein
21 45years. Marion County land use development policy
22 on page 182 statesits goal isto help keep
23 competitive agriculture profitable by discouraging
24 development in rural areasincompatible with it,
25 especialy in areas of prime farmland. Thereisno
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1 proof after 45 years of solar use farmland will be
2 usable again for growing crops without extensive
3 long-term reconditioning of the soil.
4 I'm going to have to skip some of this,
5 but I'm going to say Jenifer French, voting member and
6 chair of the PUCO wants to restore the public trust in
7 the state's utility regulatory process and do the
8 right thing. Theright thing isfor Ohio Power Siting
9 Board to listen to the overwhelming opposition voices
of Pleasant Township and our county and township
officials and swiftly deny Chestnut Solar project in
Pleasant Township.

JUDGE MARCELLETTI: Thank you,
Ms. Lill. And, Ms. Lill, just to confirm | have a

15 copy here?

16 MS. LILL: Yes. Youdo.

17 JUDGE MARCELLETTI: Do you want meto
18 givethat to the court reporter?

19 (Exhibit 26 was marked for

20 identification.)

21 THE REPORTER: Thank you.

22 JUDGE MARCELLETTI: Good evening,

23 Ms. Little, and then | have up next Ms. Judy L ehner.

Page 176
being placed in Pleasant Township. 1n 1990 my husband
and | purchased a one-acre lot from the Neidhartsin
order to build anew home. We chosethislotin
Pleasant Township as it was very attractive to us
growing up as essentially country folks.

We liked thisareaas it would alow us
to liverelatively close to town and our work but to
also enjoy the benefits of living in an agricultural
setting with peacefulness and comfort of country
living. We also liked what Pleasant Township had to
offer usin wonderful neighbors, agreat school
system, and community spirit.

I know and we have heard many of our
neighbors and friends speak about the concerns that we
all have with the placement of the solar facility in
literally our backyards. With the upswing of farmers
leasing their land to the solar companies to place
these facilities, we are aware of these farmers
argument: It'smy land. | should be able to do what
| want with it.

I would like to share information of
the expectations we needed to be agreeable to in order
to reside on our land and in Pleasant Township. Some

© 00N UL WDN PR
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21
22
23

24 Did | pronounce that correct? 24 of those terms was our premises could only be used as
25 Would you raise your right hand, 25 residence. Our home had to be at least 1,600 square
Page 175 Page 177
1 please? Do you swear or affirm that the testimony you 1 feet and of a market value of no less than $60,000.
2 are about the provide will be the truth? 2 Of course, again, thisis 1990.
3 MS. LITTLE: Yes. 3 We could not place abuilding or wall
4 JUDGE MARCELLETTI: Thank you. And 4 nearer to the road than 50 feet or nearer to the
5 again, | know that you are an intervener in this case? 5 sidetrack line of 10 feet. We also cannot erect a
6 MS. LITTLE: Yes. 6 fence higher than 6 feet. We can't raise, breed, or
7 JUDGE MARCELLETTI: Thank you. If you 7 keep livestock or poultry. No noxious or offensive
8 would please spell and state your name for the record? 8 activity shall be carried on. No should any be
9 MS. LITTLE: Yes. Melodie Little, 9 done -- anything be done which may be or may become a

=
o

M-E-L-O-D-I-E, L-I-T-T-L-E, 3878 Maple Grove Road,
Pleasant Township, Marion, Ohio.
JUDGE MARCELLETTI: Do you reside or
work within the project area, ma'am?
MS. LITTLE: | reside. Our home butts
up to the project aswell as | work part-time at home.
16 JUDGE MARCELLETTI: Thank you. Please
17 go ahead.
18 WHEREUPON,
19 MELODIE LITTLE,
20 called as awitness and having been first duly sworn
21 totell the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but
22 thetruth, was examined and testified as follows:
23 DIRECT STATEMENT
24 MS. LITTLE: Good evening. | am here
25 to voice my opposition to the Chestnut Solar facility

[EEY
[N

12
13
14
15

=
o

nuisance or annoyance to the neighborhood.
No structure of temporary character,
trailer, or other outbuilding shall be used on the
said premises at any time asaresidence. No trailer
of any kind is permitted to remain on the property for
more than 48 hours except recreational. No part of
the premises shall be used or maintained as a dumping
ground for rubbish, trash, garbage or other waste.
No trees shall be planted nearer to the
north track than 20 feet nor within 20 feet to the
east line of the premises. The premises must be
21 maintained and kept clean and free of debris. And the
22 final thing that I'd like to share isthat it also
23 said no ail drilling, no oil development operations,
24 oil refinery, exploring or mining operations of any
25 kind shall be permitted. Nor shall oil wells, tanks,

R e e e i
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1 tunnels, mineral excavations, or shafts be permitted.
2 We understood the reasons our deed had
3 these stipulations. These terms were to support usin
4 having a neighborhood that was attractive and
5 peaceful, acommunity where people would want to live
6 and raise their families. We also understood the need
7 for some of these stipulations as they could impact
8 the Neidharts farming operations. And despite this
9 being our land, we have been respectful and lived by
10 these rules and those of our township zoning board.
11 Now 34 years later, we as residents of
12 thisareaand of Pleasant Township are expected to be
13 okay with the placement of this solar facility despite
14 therisk of well water contamination, disruption to
15 our drainage systems, noise, the view of hundreds of
16 unsightly solar panels, the risk to our health and
17 well-being, the possible degradation of our property
18 values, the strain on our community resources and
19 infrastructure, and many other concerns.
20 Today there seems to be no concerns for
21 the neighborhood and community aswas in the ideals of
22 our property deed in 1990. | can tell you we are not
23 okay with this. We are strongly opposed to the
24 placement of the Chestnut Solar facility in Pleasant
25 Township and respectfully request that the Ohio Power

Page 180
1 JUDGE MARCELLETTI: Great. If you can
2 please spell and state -- please state and spell your
3 name for the record and then your address, please?
4 MS. LEHNER: My nameis Judy Lehner,
5 L-E-H-N-E-R. My addressis 1108 Myers Road, Marion,
6 Ohio, Pleasant Township.

7 JUDGE MARCELLETTI: Do you reside or
8 work within the project area?
9 MS. LEHNER: In the heart of the

10 project areal have resided for 63 years.

11 JUDGE MARCELLETTI: Okay. Thank you.
12 Whenever you're ready.

13 MS. LEHNER: Thank you.

14 WHEREUPON,

15 JUDY LEHNER,

16 called as awitness and having been first duly sworn
17 totell the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but

18 thetruth, was examined and testified as follows:

19 DIRECT STATEMENT

20 MS. LEHNER: Thank you. Good evening.
21 Thank you for allowing members of our community to

22 share our concerns over this proposed project. For
23 thelast 63 years|'ve lived on Myers Road. My late
24 husband was lovingly raised by his paternal

25 grandparents, Harry and Elsie Lehner. And at that

Page 179
1 Siting Board deny their application and certification.
2 Thank you.
3 JUDGE MARCELLETTI: Thank you,
4 Ms. Little. Do you have a copy for the court
5 reporter?
6 MS. LITTLE: Yes.
7 JUDGE MARCELLETTI: Thank you so much.
8 (Exhibit 27 was marked for
9 identification.)

10 THE REPORTER: Thank you very much.
11 JUDGE MARCELLETTI: | have Ms. Judy
12 Lehner on deck, and then the next witness on deck, |

believe they live -- Newman's? Looks like it starts
with an N. Wonderful penmanship but I'm afraid --
JUDGE AGRANOFF: That's this gentleman.
JUDGE MARCELLETTI: Noel, you'l be
next on deck, sir.
Good evening, Ms. Lehner. If you'd
raise your right hand? Do you swear or affirm that
the testimony you're about to provide will be the

21 truth?

22 MS. LEHNER: | do.

23 JUDGE MARCELLETTI: Thank you. And |
24 believe you are an intervener to this case, maam?

MS. LEHNER: | am.

Page 181
1 time, the Lehners owned 65 acres of the acreage that
2 iscurrently being proposed as the site for the
3 Chestnut Solar farm.
4 While Bob was serving in the U.S. Army,
5 his grandfather's health began to decline, and the
6 farm was sold to aloca physician. A few years
7 later, that farm was sold to the current owners, David
8 and Pam Neidhart. The small two-acre lot where we
9 built our home was not included in that sale.
10 And after Bob returned home from his
11 active army assignment, we lived in the original log
12 cabin on that acreage while we built our home. We
13 havelivedin that dwelling for 62-1/2 years. Our
14 three children were born here and have called this
15 community home their entire lives. Together, we have
16 witnessed some of the road frontage of this farm being
17 sold for building lots, and we now have many beloved
18 neighbors who share in the beauty of this peaceful
19 community that they, too, call home.
20 | realize that this board has heard
21 from most of the current residents who would be
22 affected by the installation of a solar farm having
23 their homes turned into an industrial zone for which
24 thereis currently very few regulations regarding the
25 maintenance and upkeep of an industry that is still
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1 rather new to our entire society.
2 The building of asolar farmis
3 consistent with building any other industry. Then
4 there comes the degradation of surrounding property,
5 the noise, the increased heavy traffic. And then the
6 building site isleft to suffer the brutality of
7 abandonment. | know without a doubt that | speak on
8 behalf of our loved neighbors when | respectfully ask
9 you to deny the application that would allow the
10 Chestnut Solar project to be constructed in our
11 beautiful neighborhood.
12 On behalf of our entire community, |
13 thank each of you for your respectful consideration in
14 voting no to request to build the solar -- the
15 Chestnut Solar farm in Pleasant Township.
16 Respectfully, Judy Lehner.
17 JUDGE MARCELLETTI: Thank you,
18 Ms. Lehner. Do you wish to provide a copy of your
19 statement to the court reporter, maam?

20 (Exhibit 28 was marked for

21 identification.)

22 MS. LEHNER: [ will.

23 JUDGE MARCELLETTI: Thank you.
24 No questions?

25 Mr. Jerome, if you did sign up, | think

Page 184
1 JUDGE MARCELLETTI: Noel, spell your
2 name.
3 MR. JEROME: N-O-E-L.
4 THE REPORTER: And your last?
5 MR. JEROME: JE-R-O-M-E.
6 THE REPORTER: Thank you. | apologize

7 for interrupting.

8 WHEREUPON,

9 NOEL JEROME,
10 called as awitness and having been first duly sworn
11 totell the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but
12 the truth, was examined and testified as follows:
13 DIRECT STATEMENT
14 MR. JEROME: The photographs|
15 presented to you are from Narenco's website. It shows
16 solar projectsin North Carolina, South Carolina,
17 Maryland, and Florida. | would like to point out that
18 there are very few houses close to these solar
19 projects. We have similar isolated locationsin Ohio
20 but not in Pleasant Township. There's one project
21 approved in the county, but it islocated in an
22 industria park.
23 At the location you are proposing in
24 Pleasant Township, there are approximately 200 homes
25 and familiesin close proximity to the proposed

Page 183
1 it seemsto bethat you are next, and | have
2 Mr. Joseph Barney.
3 And then Mr. Clint Canterbury, you will
4 bring up the end.
5 Good evening, sir. If you'd please
6 raise your right hand, do you swear or affirm that the
7 testimony you are about to provide will be the truth?
8 MR. JEROME: Yes.
9 JUDGE MARCELLETTI: Thank you and |
10 know you are an intervener in this case; is that
11 correct?
12 MR. JEROME: Right.
13 JUDGE MARCELLETTI: If you can please
14 state and spell your name for the record and your
15 address, Sir.
16 MR. JEROME: Noel Jerome, 614 Newman:
17 Cardington Road East, Marion, Ohio 43302.
18 JUDGE MARCELLETTI: Do you reside or
19 work within the project area, sir?
20 MR. JEROME: | do not. | am adjacent
21 to but not directly associated with.
22 JUDGE MARCELLETTI: Thank you.
23 Whenever you're ready.
24 THE REPORTER: Can you spell your nam
25 for me? | apologize, sir. Spell your name, please.

213
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£24
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project. We've had two major environmental cleanups
in Marion County. OneisalLittle Scioto River that
was due to hazardous waste being dumped from a
creosote operation. The superfund site was being
cleaned up using taxpayer dollars.
The other siteisthe original River
Valley High School. It was built at the corner of
state routes 98 and 309. The land was the site of the
old ordnance plant that was used to build bombs and
10 shellsduring World War 11. The land was purchased in
11 1964.
12

© 00N UL WDN PR

In 1997 the Ohio Department of Health
began investigating areport of high cancer rates
among River Valley High School graduates and students.
The headline in the Columbus Dispatch reads "L eukemia
News Stuns Marion. Death rates up 122 percent in
30-year study -- 30-year state study finds."

My wife's brother attended River Valley
and was diagnosed in 1972 with leukemia. Hedied in
1973 just six weeks before he would've graduated from
high school. A friend | worked with at Whirlpool
mowed the grass and took care of the ballfields. He
died of cancer at an early age. Thissitewasaso
cleaned using taxpayer dollars.

We don't know if solar will cause

14

17
18
19
20
21
22
23

25

47 (Pages 182 - 185)

Veritext Lega Solutions

WWw.veritext.com

888-391-3376



Page 186

1 adverse health. What we do know is some of the
components of the solar panels use toxic chemicals
such as cadmium and lead. We don't know the long-term
effects of solar energy. That isyet to be
determined.

Solar projects should be located in
areas where there are -- if there are adverse health
issues, drainage, pollution of groundwater, and now
aquifers, air quality asaresult of fires, and
excessive noise, that the solar fields affect the
fewest number of people.

My last point iswhat happens after
40 years of solar production from these fields? Do
you redlistically believe they are going to be
returned to farm ground? The demand for electricity
will continue to increase. It isunlikely the power
companies and the state will want to give up any
continuing operation that will generate more
19 electricity.
20 And as aside to that, thiswas just on
21 the news recently. Columbus has recently reached a
22 million and a half people. And over 40 percent of al
23 thejobsin the state of Ohio are generated in that
24 area. And whatever we do up here at some point is
25 going to reach them, whether it's any kind of

© 00N O WDN
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1 MR. BARNEY: That is correct.
2 JUDGE MARCELLETTI: Excellent. If you
3 could, please, state and spell your name for the
4 record and give us your address, sir?
5 MR. BARNEY: Joseph Michael Barney,
6 1326 Somerlot Hoffman Road, East Marion, Ohio,
7 Pleasant Township.
8 JUDGE MARCELLETTI: Do you reside or
9 work within the project area?
10 MR. BARNEY: Apparently, there'sa
11 legal definition, which | think was trying to be
12 communicated that I'm unaware of. I'll simply say my
13 house is directly across the street on the north side
14 of the project.
15 JUDGE MARCELLETTI: Thank you, sir.
16 Whenever you're ready.
17 MR. BARNEY: Thank you.
18 WHEREUPON,
19 JOSEPH MICHAEL BARNEY,
20 called as awitness and having been first duly sworn
21 totell the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but
22 thetruth, was examined and testified as follows:
23 DIRECT STATEMENT
24 MR. BARNEY: So asyou might expect, a
25 lot of the things | was going to say have already been

Page 187
1 pollution or anything else.
2 There are three major riversin Central
3 Ohio that drain literally hundreds of square miles of
4 land, and they all convergein Columbus. So I'm just

5 saying be careful of what you do here because there's
6 amillion and a half people that live downstream from
7 us. Thank you.
8 JUDGE MARCELLETTI: Thank you,
9 Mr. Jerome. Do you want to provide a copy of your
10 statement to the court reporter?
11 (Exhibit 29 was marked for
12 identification.)
13 MS. FLAHIVE: No questions.
14 JUDGE MARCELLETTI: Thank you.
15 THE REPORTER: Thank you, Sir.
16 JUDGE MARCELLETTI: Mr. Joseph Barney,

17 you are up next. And, again, Mr. Clint Canterbury,

18 you will be bringing up the end for us tonight.

19 Good evening, sir. If you'd please

20 raise your right hand, do you swear or affirm that the

21 testimony you are about to provide will be the truth?

22 MR. BARNEY: Yes. | do.

23 JUDGE MARCELLETTI: And | am under the
24 impression that you are an individual intervener in

25 thiscase?

Page 189
1 said. I'm heretoday as afather, ahusband, a
2 homeowner, and as a United States Marine Corps war
3 veteran.
4 Since | don't need the full amount of
time, | just want to say | really appreciate this
community, and I'm proud of you. Thank you for coming
out and passionately defending our home. | want to
say that because I'm not actually from here. | live
here now, but I'm not from here. While | wasin the
Marine Corps, my parents moved here. | moved back to
11 goto Ohio State. Welived out of state for years but
12 chose to come back to Marion because of people like
13 you.
14 I'm proud to be here. I'm proud that
15 you'refighting. There are othersin the room who are
16 herefor apaycheck. They don't live here. They
17 don't. Welivehere. Listen to thevoicesinthe
18 room. And | understand property owner'srights. |
19 do. That'spart of what | fought for. 1 ama
20 passionate defender of freedom and rights. | put my
21 lifeonthe line for those things.
22 Part of the reason why | l€ft the
23 Marine Corpsis because | wanted afamily. | wanted
24 to start alegacy in acommunity, plugged in, plant
25 roots. That's exactly what I'm doing with my family.
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1 We own ahome, an old house on the edge of town. You 1 JUDGE MARCELLETTI: Do you reside or
2 know the one. It's the one with the white fence, the 2 work within the project area, sir?
3 dog and the two kidsin theyard. We're living the 3 MR. CANTERBURY:: | work.
4 American dream. We fly aflag because we're proud. 4 JUDGE MARCELLETTI: Okay. Whenever
5 Thelegacy | wanted to leave isbeing 5 you're ready.
6 attacked. Thethings| want to leave for my kids, 6 MR. CANTERBURY: Thank you.
7 they're not going to be there. | do havereal 7 WHEREUPON,
8 concerns about flooding. Theroad right in front of 8 CLINT CANTERBURY,
9 my house gets water, not just next to it, onit. And 9 called as awitness and having been first duly sworn
10 there are carsthat fly down that road and almost get 10 to tell the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but
11 inan accident every timeit rainshard. That'sa 11 thetruth, was examined and testified as follows:
12 very real concern. 12 DIRECT STATEMENT
13 | also can personally testify to bald 13 MR. CANTERBURY: Asmost of you know
14 eagleslanding in that field, flying across the road 14 and may have read in my letter already that |
15 andin thefield behind my house. What's going to 15 submitted to the Siting Board, alot of peoplein here
16 happen to that? 16 have quoted my letter and whatnot. And | think you
17 Thelast thing | just want to say is, 17 al know in thisroom I'm thefire chief. | don't
18 you know, we al haverights. | said that, and I'm a 18 think that's a secret. I'velived in Pleasant
19 proud defender of rights. | appreciate the property 19 Township for about 30 years now.
20 rights of the landowner. However, some rights end 20 You know, | do believein solar. | do
21 where other rights begin. We haverights, too. In 21 believein green energy, but Pleasant Township is not
22 the words of Oliver Wendall Holmes, who was an 22 theplaceforit. Thereisaneed. Thereisaplace,
23 associate justice of the U.S. Supreme Court, he said, 23 just not our home. And, you know, when | looked
24 "Theright to swing my fist ends where the other man's 24 through the application, Table 6-4, Pleasant Township
25 nose begins." If this project is approved, well, it 25 Fire Department would receive approximately $38,000
Page 191 Page 193
1 feelslike we're all about to get punched in the nose. 1 annually.
2 Will you defend us the way | defended you? Thank you. 2 Probably not alot of people know in
3 JUDGE MARCELLETTI: Thank you, 3 thisroom that we obtained a $3,000,000 grant to start
4 Mr. Barney. Would you like to give -- thank you. 4 afulltime fire department last March. And an annual
5 (Exhibit 30 was marked for 5 sdary of onesingle fireman is only $50,000. We're
6 identification.) 6 thelowest-paid fire department in a four-county
7 THE REPORTER: Thank you, Sir. 7 region. And they're only going to give us $38,000
8 JUDGE MARCELLETTI: Mr. Clint 8 annually to provide protection?
9 Canterbury? Good evening, Sir. 9 We're had 110 percent increase in call
10 MR. CANTERBURY: Good evening. 10 volume over thelast four to five years. Now we're
11 JUDGE MARCELLETTI: Please raise your 11 going to add the burden of a solar field. | don't
12 right hand. Do you swear or affirm that the testimony 12 havefoam. Wedon't have foam eguipment. And | don't
13 you are about to provide will be the truth? 13 know if you guys checked the price tag of afire truck
14 MR. CANTERBURY': Yes, maam. 14 lately. It's about amillion dollars, and that's the
15 JUDGE MARCELLETTI: Thank you. And | 15 cheap one, right? Government does low bids. That's
16 believeyou are anindividua intervener; is that 16 the cheap one, amillion dollars. And that doesn't
17 correct? 17 include other equipment, hazmat equipment, damming-
18 MR. CANTERBURY: Yes, maam. 18 diking materials needed to protect 562 acres, |
19 JUDGE MARCELLETTI: If you can please 19 believe, iswhat it is.
20 state and spell your name for the record and then add 20 So | just think the solar facility
21 onyour address, please? 21 emergencies are significantly beyond normal operations
22 MR. CANTERBURY: Thank you. Clint 22 that exceed our current capacity to respond. Due to
23 Canterbury, C-L-I-N-T, Canterbury, 23 thelack of data, definitive case studies, available
24 C-A-N-T-E-R-B-U-R-Y. | live at 351 Owens Road West, | 24 training on strategies and tactics of large-scale
25 Pleasant Township, Marion. 25 solar facilities and thisisamegafarm. You all
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heard of mega hog farms. We've all heard of mega
poultry farms. Well, thisis amegafarm, right? It
saysright hereit's a 68-megawatt facility. These
new hazards represent a significant threat to our
community, and | strongly oppose this solar project.

But | also want the community to know,
just like Mr. Barney, it makes my heart whole that
every one of you are herein red. And my friend Doug,
| promise you I'll give you the memo next time
wherever you're at, Doug. You want ared shirt?
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1 We would like to thank everyone for

2 their participation tonight and their patience. We'd

3 like to thank the Tri-Rivers Career Center for

4 alowing usto use their wonderful facilitiesin order

5 to conduct this public hearing tonight.

6 And thank you to our ad hoc members for

7 attending this evening. The hearing has now

8 concluded, and the transcript along with all the

9 documents will be submitted on the record for the
10 board's consideration in this case. Thank you all

11 Becausel got it. 11 again and have awonderful evening.
12 It's amazing what the community has 12 THE REPORTER: Going off the record at
13 come together today. And you guys have always 13 8:51 p.m.
14 supported -- | say -- | have the luxury of saying "my 14 (Whereupon, at 8:51 p.m., the
15 fire department.” But it's our fire department. It's 15 proceeding was concluded.)
16 our community. | am responsible for 29 square miles 16
17 of Pleasant Township. But some of you may know I'm 17
18 aso afulltimefire chief that | protect 110 square 18
19 miles. Add those together. | cover about athird of 19
20 Marion County. It's 404 square miles. 20
21 I know what responsibility is. | know 21
22 what ahazardis. | know what an emergency is. | 22
23 think thisis an emergency for Pleasant Township. 23
24 We're hereto say no. You guysjust responded to our 24
25 emergency, and that was no; right? That'sall | have. 25
Page 195 Page 197
1 JUDGE MARCELLETTI: Thank you, 1 CERTIFICATE
2 Mr. Canterbury. 2 I, MICHAEL RENNILLO, the officer before whom
3 JUDGE AGRANOFF: Mr. Canterbury, if you 3 the foregoing proceedings were taken, do hereby
4 could just explain which fire department are you 4 certify that any witness(es) in the foregoing
5 actually employed by? 5 proceedings, prior to testifying, were duly sworn;
6 MR. CANTERBURY: Pleasant Township Fire | 6 that the proceedings were recorded by me and
7 Department. And I'm also afire chief at First 7 thereafter reduced to typewriting by a qualified
8 Consolidated Fire District. 8 transcriptionist; that said digital audio recording of
9 JUDGE AGRANOFE: First Consolidated? 9 said proceedings are atrue and accurate record to the
10 MR. CANTERBURY: Fire District is my 10 best of my knowledge, skills, and ability; that | am
11 fulltime professional job. 11 neither COL.Jnsel for, rel .ated' to, n(?r empl oyed by any
2 wpoeAGRANORE kw12 4 ebeimoomion e v
13 JUDGE MARCELLETTI: Mr. Canterbury, did ’ ' X
14 you have any copies that you wanted to provide the 14 any counsd .0 ' attprney empl oyeq b.y the part|§
15 hereto, nor financialy or otherwise interested in the
15 court reporter today”? ) 16 outcome of this action.
16 MR. CANTERBURY: Nothing | haven't 17
17 aready submitted.
18 JUDGE MARCELLETTI: Okay. Thank you. 18 Meded gl @%NI LLO
19 MR. CANTERBURY: Thank you. 19 Notary Public in and for the
20 JUDGE MARCELLETTI: At thistime, this 20 State of Ohio
21 concludes the witnesses who signed up to testify. 21
22 Again, | will reiterate if there's anyone who did not 22
23 testify tonight, you are certainly welcometo file 23
24 written comments, and you can see our board staff in 24
25 the back. 25
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CERTIFICATE OF TRANSCRIBER
I, JOELLEN RIVERA, do hereby certify that

this transcript was prepared from the digital audio
recording of the foregoing proceeding, that said
transcript is atrue and accurate record of the
proceedings to the best of my knowledge, skills, and
ability; that | am neither counsel for, related to,
nor employed by any of the partiesto the action in
which this was taken; and, further, that | am not a
relative or employee of any counsdl or attorney
employed by the parties hereto, nor financially or
otherwise interested in the outcome of this action.
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15 JUELLEN RIVERA
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