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______________________________________________________________________________


APPLICATION FOR APPROVAL OF AN AGREEMENT


PURSUANT TO THE TELECOMMUNICATIONS ACT OF 1996

______________________________________________________________________________



AT&T Ohio
 hereby files the attached agreement dated May 12 2008 ("the Agreement") between itself and Digital Connections, Inc. dba Digital Connections of Ohio, Inc.  ("the Parties") for review and approval by the Commission pursuant to the provisions of Section 252(e) of the Telecommunications Act of 1996, Pub. L. No. 104-104, 110 Stat. 56 (1996) (codified at 47 U.S.C. 151 et. seq.) ("the Act"). The filing of this agreement was delayed while the carrier's ACNA and OCN codes were verified.   One amendment, executed on May 12, 2008, is included with this filing. This filing is being made pursuant to the Act.



The Agreement, which provides for interconnection between the Parties' networks, has been arrived at through negotiations between the Parties as contemplated by Section 252(a) of the Act.



The Agreement is filed pursuant to the procedures set forth in Section 252(e) of the Act.  Under Sections 252(e)(1) and (2), the Commission must approve the Agreement unless the Agreement or a portion thereof ". . . discriminates against a telecommunications carrier not a party to the agreement" or ". . . implementation of such Agreement or portion is not consistent with the public interest, convenience, and necessity."  Since the Agreement is the result of voluntary negotiations between the Parties, the Agreement is not subject to review under the standards set forth in Sections 252(b), 252(c) and 252(d) of the Act.



AT&T Ohio represents that the Agreement is not discriminatory and that it will make the Agreement available to any other telecommunications carrier in AT&T Ohio's service territory.  However, the Agreement does not preclude different arrangements with other providers.  In addition, this Agreement does not impact any other company's right to negotiate or arbitrate issues pursuant to the Act.



The Agreement is in the public interest, convenience and necessity because it establishes the terms and conditions for interconnection between the Parties' networks. The Agreement represents the end product of good faith negotiations by the Parties.  This is the type of private negotiation and agreement envisioned by the Congress when it crafted the Act.  Thus, the implementation of the Agreement will be consistent with the public interest, convenience and necessity.



In accordance with Section 252(e)(4) of the Act, the Agreement will be deemed approved if the Commission does not act to approve or reject the Agreement within 90 days from the date of this Application.  Under Ohio Admin. Code § 4901:1-7-07(D)(2), the Agreement shall be deemed approved on the 91st day after filing unless the Commission orders otherwise.
By executing the Agreement and carrying out the intercarrier compensation rates, terms and conditions herein, AT&T Ohio does not waive any of its rights, and expressly reserves all of its rights, under the ISP Intercarrier Compensation Order, including but not limited to its right to exercise its option at any time in the future to invoke the Intervening Law or Change of Law provisions and to adopt on a date specified by AT&T Ohio the FCC ISP terminating compensation plan, after which date ISP-bound traffic will be subject to the FCC's prescribed terminating compensation rates, and other terms and conditions.  AT&T Ohio also notes that by executing the Agreement, neither Party waives any of its rights, remedies, or arguments with respect to such decisions and any remand thereof, including its right to seek legal review or a stay pending appeal of such decisions or its rights under the Intervening Law paragraph.



WHEREFORE, AT&T Ohio requests that the Commission approve the Agreement.








Respectfully submitted,








AT&T Ohio






By:
_______/s/ Jon F. Kelly____________







Jon F. Kelly








AT&T Services, Inc.







150 E. Gay St., Rm. 4-C







Columbus, OH 43215








(614) 223-7928







Its Attorney

� The Ohio Bell Telephone Company uses the name AT&T Ohio.







