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JOINT MOTION TO EXTEND THE TIME TO SUBMIT COMMENTS


The Staff of the Public Utilities Commission of Ohio (“Staff”), the Ohio Consumers' Counsel (“OCC”), and Northeast Ohio Natural Gas Corp. (“NEO”) respectfully request that the Public Utilities Commission of Ohio (“PUCO”) grant their Joint Motion to extend the time to submit comments. Good cause exists to grant this motion.

The parties are in settlement negotiations. This Joint Motion seeks additional time to allow parties to conclude the negotiations and to potentially file a settlement for the PUCO’s consideration. Allowing the parties to pursue settling this case before filing comments and reply comments would increase administrative efficiency. Specifically, the parties request a two-week extension on the filing of comments and reply comments now due on April 8, 2020 and April 23, 2020, respectively.  If the parties’ motion is granted the comments would instead be due no later than April 22, 2020 and reply comments would be due May 7, 2020. A Memorandum in Support of this motion follows.

Respectfully submitted,

	Bruce Weston (0016973)

Ohio Consumers’ Counsel

/s/ William J. Michael
 

William J. Michael (0070921)

Counsel of Record 

Assistant Consumers’ Counsel

Office of the Ohio Consumers’ Counsel

65 East State Street, 7th Floor

Columbus, Ohio 43215-4213

Telephone [Michael]: (614) 466-9571

william.michael@occ.ohio.gov
(willing to accept service by e-mail)


	/s/ N. Trevor Alexander_____________

N. TREVOR ALEXANDER (0080713)

STEVEN D. LESSER (0020242)

MARK T. KEANEY (0095318)

KARI D. HEHMEYER (0096284)

Calfee, Halter & Griswold LLP

41 S. High St.

1200 Huntington Center

Columbus, Ohio 43215

Telephone: (614) 621-1500

talexander@calfee.com

slesser@calfee.com

mkeaney@calfee.com

khehmeyer@calfee.com

Attorneys for Northeast Ohio

Natural Gas Corp.

/s/ Andrew Shaffer 
Andrew Shaffer
Assistant Attorney General

Public Utilities Section

30 East Broad Street, 16th Floor

Columbus, OH 43215

614.644.8539 (telephone)

866.218.0982 (fax)

andy.shaffer@ohioattorneygeneral.gov
 

On Behalf of the Staff of

The Public Utilities Commission of Ohio



	
	


MEMORANDUM IN SUPPORT


In its March 9, 2020 Entry, the Attorney Examiner directed interested parties to file comments in this case regarding NEO passing on to consumers the benefits of the Tax Cuts and Jobs Act. Comments are to be submitted by April 8, 2020 and reply comments by April 23, 2020. The parties have been negotiating a potential settlement in this case, which could obviate the need for comments and reply comments, thereby increasing administrative efficiency. Progress is being made. But additional time is necessary to complete the negotiations and, if an agreement can be reached, to draft a settlement. The fact that settlement negotiations are underway and making progress, and that resolving this case through settlement would increase administrative efficiency, is good cause to grant this motion for extension. 

The parties respectfully request that the PUCO grant this Joint Motion, so that comments (if any) would be due April 22, 2020 and reply comments, if any, two weeks thereafter. As all parties agree to extend the deadline for filing comments and reply comments, no party will be prejudiced by the PUCO granting the requested extension of time. 
Respectfully submitted,

	Bruce Weston (0016973)

Ohio Consumers’ Counsel

/s/ William J. Michael
 

William J. Michael (0070921)

Counsel of Record 

Assistant Consumers’ Counsel

Office of the Ohio Consumers’ Counsel

65 East State Street, 7th Floor

Columbus, Ohio 43215-4213

Telephone [Michael]: (614) 466-9571

william.michael@occ.ohio.gov
(willing to accept service by e-mail)


	/s/ N. Trevor Alexander_____________

N. TREVOR ALEXANDER (0080713)

STEVEN D. LESSER (0020242)

MARK T. KEANEY (0095318)

KARI D. HEHMEYER (0096284)

Calfee, Halter & Griswold LLP

41 S. High St.

1200 Huntington Center

Columbus, Ohio 43215

Telephone: (614) 621-1500

talexander@calfee.com

slesser@calfee.com

mkeaney@calfee.com

khehmeyer@calfee.com

Attorneys for Northeast Ohio

Natural Gas Corp.
/s/ Andrew Shaffer 
Andrew Shaffer
Assistant Attorney General

Public Utilities Section

30 East Broad Street, 16th Floor

Columbus, OH 43215

614.644.8539 (telephone)

866.218.0982 (fax)

andy.shaffer@ohioattorneygeneral.gov
 

On Behalf of the Staff of

The Public Utilities Commission of Ohio




CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE


I hereby certify that a copy of the Joint Motion to Extend Time to Submit Comments was served on the persons stated below via electronic transmission, this 6th day of April 2020.


/s/ William J. Michael




William J. Michael


Assistant Consumers’ Counsel

The PUCO’s e-filing system will electronically serve notice of the filing of this document on the following parties:

SERVICE LIST

	andrew.shaffer@ohioattorneygeneral.gov
Attorney Examiner:

matthew.sandor@puco.ohio.gov

	talexander@calfee.com
slesser@calfee.com
mkeaney@calfee.com
khehmeyer@calfee.com
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