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MOTION FOR AN EXTENSION OF TIME TO FILE TESTIMONY 

AND 
REQUEST FOR EXPEDITED RULING 

BY

THE OFFICE OF THE OHIO CONSUMERS’ COUNSEL


The proceeding involves Aqua Ohio, Inc.’s (“Aqua” or “Company”) request to increase the rates that its customers pay for water service by 11.75%.
 The Office of the Ohio Consumers’ Counsel (“OCC”), on behalf of the residential utility consumers of the Aqua, moves the Public Utilities Commission of Ohio (“PUCO” or “Commission”) for a five-day extension of time for the filing of intervenor testimony, pursuant to Ohio Adm. Code 4901-1-12 and 4901-1-13(A).  A five-day extension would extend the filing deadline to Tuesday, June 24, 2014.  Furthermore, OCC seeks an expedited ruling, which the PUCO may issue immediately, under the special provision in Ohio Adm. Code 4901-1-12(C) for extensions of five days or less.  The reasons supporting this request, along with an explanation of the need to determine the filing deadline on an expedited basis, are set forth in the attached Memorandum in Support.
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I. INTRODUCTION 

This case affects the rates paid by approximately 77,500 residential customers of Aqua for water service.  Aqua filed an Application seeking to increase its rates on December 2, 2013.  OCC, the state’s advocate for residential utility consumers, moved to intervene in this case on November 12, 2013.  


On May 20, 2014, the PUCO Staff’s Report of Investigation (“Staff Report”) was filed.  June 19, 2014 is the current deadline for the filing of objections to the Staff Report, as provided in R.C. 4909.19.  June 19, 2014 is also the deadline for filing direct expert testimony, in accordance with the PUCO’s procedural rules.
      

II.
APPLICABLE PROCEDURAL RULES
Ohio Adm. Code 4901-1-13(A) permits parties to move for extensions of time to file testimony.  That rule provides for the granting of such motions for “good cause shown.” 

Ohio Adm. Code 4901-1-12(C) allows parties to request an expedited ruling on their motions.  If the motion requests an extension of time to file pleadings or other papers of five days or less, then the Commission or the Attorney Examiner may issue an immediate ruling without awaiting the filing of a memorandum contra.
  

III.
ARGUMENT

OCC seeks a five-day extension of time to file its expert testimony pursuant to Ohio Adm. Code 4901-1-13(A).  This extension of time would change the deadline for filing expert testimony from June 19, 2014 to June 24, 2014.  OCC proposes that the extension apply to all intervenors.  The extension is requested because OCC requires additional time to prepare testimony due to the current level of regulatory work and other matters. Granting this brief extension would allow persons employed or retained by intervenors more time to develop and file testimony responsive to the Application filed in this proceeding and the Staff Report.  The extension will not cause undue delay, and should not work to prejudice any party.  For these reasons, the PUCO should grant OCC’s Motion for an Extension of Time to File Testimony.  Furthermore, OCC requests a ruling on this Motion on an expedited basis, for the purposes of permitting all parties to plan their schedules.
IV.
CONCLUSION


For the reasons stated above, the PUCO should grant OCC’s Motion based upon the OCC’s showing of good cause.  The PUCO should grant this Motion on an expedited basis.  
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� Staff Report at 2.


� See May 21, 2014 Entry at page 2, Ohio Adm. Code 4901-1-29(A)(1)(b).





� See Ohio Adm. Code 4901-1-12(C).









