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UNOPPOSED MOTION OF OHIO GAS COMPANY
TO EXTEND THE DUE DATE FOR TESTIMONY
IN SUPPORT OF OBJECTIONS TO THE STAFF REPORT, 
REQUEST FOR EXPEDITED TREATMENT



	The Ohio Gas Company (“Company”), pursuant to Rules 4901-1-12, 4901-1-13, and 4901-1-29, Ohio Administrative Code (“O.A.C.”), respectfully requests the Public Utilities Commission of Ohio (“Commission”) extend the due date for testimony supporting objections to the Staff Report of Investigation (“Staff Report”) by two weeks, with a new due date of January 5, 2018.  The parties are diligently working to engage in settlement discussions regarding the outstanding issues in the proceeding.  An extension of the due date for testimony in support of objections to the Staff Report would provide parties additional opportunities to engage in settlement discussions.
	Pursuant to Rule 4901-1-12(C), O.A.C., the Company also requests that the Commission issue an immediate ruling on this motion.  The Company has contacted the other parties to this proceeding and there is no opposition to the Company’s request to extend the due date for testimony in support of objections or the Company’s request for expedited treatment.
	As explained in more detail in the following Memorandum in Support, the Company respectfully requests that the Commission grant this motion on an expedited basis and extend the due date for testimony in support of objections until January 5, 2018.
Respectfully submitted,


/s/ Matthew R. Pritchard	
Frank P. Darr (Reg. No. 0025469)
 (Counsel of Record)
Matthew R. Pritchard (Reg. No. 0088070)
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MEMORANDUM IN SUPPORT


	To provide parties the opportunity to further pursue settlement discussions, the Company requests an extension to the due date for testimony in support of objections to the Staff Report.  If a settlement is reached in this proceeding, testimony in support of objections will become unnecessary as the testimony will focus on the support for the stipulation, and, if necessary, any testimony opposing the stipulation.  The Company further certifies that because the other parties to this proceeding do not oppose the request to extend the due date for testimony in support of objections or the request for expedited treatment of this motion, an immediate ruling on this motion can be made by the Commission.  Accordingly, the Company respectfully requests that the Commission grant this motion on an expedited basis.
	Under R.C. 4909.19, all objections to the Staff Report must be filed within 30 days after the filing of the Staff Report.  Rule 4901-1-29(A)(1)(b), O.A.C., further provides that unless otherwise ordered by the Commission, “[a]ll direct expert testimony to be offered by any other party in a general rate proceeding shall be filed and served no later than the deadline for filing objections to the staff report of investigation.”  Because the Staff Report was filed on November 22, 2017, objections and supporting testimony are due by December 22, 2017.
	The Commission, however, can, and should, order a new due date for testimony in support of objections to the Staff Report.  Although Rule 4901-1-29(A)(1)(b), O.A.C., does not specify any requirement for the Commission to establish a new due date for the testimony, good cause exists for such an extension to the due date for testimony in support of the objections to the Staff Report.
	The Company is diligently working to engage in settlement discussions with the parties to this proceeding to resolve all outstanding issues.  An extension of the due date for testimony in support of objections to the Staff Report will provide the parties with additional opportunities to engage in settlement discussions.
	Moreover, if the settlement discussions culminate in a stipulation and recommendation, then expert testimony in support of objections to the Staff Report will be unnecessary.  More specifically, if a stipulation and recommendation is reached, parties will then file testimony in support of the stipulation, and, if necessary, testimony opposing the stipulation.  
	The Commission has also previously granted motions to extend the due date for testimony in support of objections under similar circumstances.[footnoteRef:1] [1:  In the Matter of the Application of Duke Energy Ohio, Inc., for an Increase in its Electric Distribution Rates, Case Nos. 17-32-EL-AIR, et al., Entry at 2 (Nov. 28, 2017).] 

	The Company has contacted counsel for the Staff and the Office of the Ohio Consumers’ Counsel (“OCC”), the two other parties to this proceeding, and neither opposes the Company’s request for an extension in the due date for testimony in support of objections or the Company’s request for an expedited ruling on this Motion.  Accordingly, under Rule 4901-1-12(C), O.A.C., the Commission may immediately rule on this motion.
	For these reasons, the Company respectfully requests that the Commission expeditiously grant this motion and extend the due date for testimony in support of objections to the Staff Report by two weeks to January 5, 2018.
Respectfully submitted,


/s/ Matthew R. Pritchard	
Frank P. Darr (Reg. No. 0025469)
 (Counsel of Record)
Matthew R. Pritchard (Reg. No. 0088070)
MCNEES WALLACE & NURICK LLC
21 East State Street, 17TH Floor
Columbus, OH  43215
Telephone:  (614) 469-8000
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

In accordance with Rule 4901-1-05, Ohio Administrative Code, the PUCO’s e-filing system will electronically serve notice of the filing of this document upon the following parties.  In addition, I hereby certify that a service copy of the foregoing Unopposed Motion of Ohio Gas Company to Extend the Due Date for Testimony in Support of Objections to the Staff Report, Request for Expedited Treatment and Memorandum in Support, as sent by, or on behalf of, the undersigned counsel for Ohio Gas to the following parties of record this 13th day of December 2017, via electronic transmission.
/s/ Matthew R. Pritchard	
Matthew R. Pritchard
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Kevin F. Moore (Reg. No. 0089228)
(Counsel of Record)
Assistant Consumers’ Counsel
Office of the Ohio Consumers’ Counsel
65 East State Street, 7th Floor
Columbus, OH  43215-4203
Kevin.moore@occ.ohio.gov

ON BEHALF OF THE OFFICE OF THE OHIO CONSUMERS’ COUNSEL

Jodi Bair (Reg. No. 0062921)
Robert Eubanks (Reg. No. 0073386)
Assistant Attorneys General
Office of the Ohio Attorney General
30 East Broad Street, 16th Floor
Columbus, OH  43215
jodi.bair@ohioattorneygeneral.gov
Robert.eubanks@ohioattorneygeneral.gov

ON BEHALF OF THE STAFF OF THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF OHIO

Sarah Parrot
Patricia Schabo
Legal Department
Public Utilities Commission of Ohio
180 East Broad Street, 12th Floor
Columbus, OH  43215
sarah.parrot@puc.state.oh.us
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