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SUPPLEMENTAL COMMENTS

BY THE
OFFICE OF THE OHIO CONSUMERS’ COUNSEL
By Entry dated January 16, 2013, the Public Utilities Commission of Ohio (“PUCO”) requested supplemental comments concerning the PUCO Staff’s proposal for further changes to rules that address how Ohioans can connect their distributed generation (e.g., windmills) to the power grid.
.  The Office of the Ohio Consumers’ Counsel (“OCC”) welcomes the opportunity to offer these comments on behalf of all of the 4.2 million residential customers of Ohio electric distribution utilities (“EDUs”). OCC commends the PUCO Staff for carefully reviewing the comments and reply comments of interested parties in this case and, based on those comments, proposing additional modifications to the interconnection rules to make the process more efficient, transparent, and accountable for the public. 
OCC is generally supportive of the proposed rules, which will tend to impact larger non-residential projects requiring Level 2 review and above.   The proposed modifications are:

1.
Scaling of capacity as a new method for Level 2 Expedited Review

2.
Incorporating Language from Federal Energy Regulatory Commission’s Small Generator Interconnection Procedures (“SGIP”)

3.
Three Additional Screens for Projects that Fail Level 2 Expedited Review

4.
Pre-Application Report to Promote Information Accessibility

5.
Modifying a Technical Screen to improve its ability to identify generators in need of full study

6.
Modifying a Technical Screen to Identify high-risk interconnection requests

The Commission is also requesting supplemental comments related to backup electricity supply for partial-service non-residential customers.  (Partial-service consists of Backup Reservation Service and Scheduled Maintenance Service where the utility reserves capacity for a customer to replace capacity normally provided by the customer's on-site generating facilities.)  While OCC is supportive of the general intent of the PUCO Staff recommendations outlined above, and the inquiries into standby service, OCC reserves comment at this time.  OCC looks forward to reviewing the supplemental comments of other parties.   OCC reserves its right to file supplemental reply comments on February 7, 2013.
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